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REPORT 


OF  THE 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 


Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
Harrisbupg,  Pa.,  October  27,  1894. 

To  His  Excellency  Kobert  E.  Pattison,  Oovernor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  for  the  school  year  ending  June  4,  1894,  being 
the  sixty-first  annual  report  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

NATHAN  0.  SCHAEFFER, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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Official  Document,  No.  6. 


REPORT 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kepresentatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen:  During  the  school  year  which  closed  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  last  June,  the  act  of  May  18,  1893,  which  provides  for  the  in- 
troduction of  free  text-books  and  school  supplies,  was  carried  into 
effect  in  all  the  districts  of  the  Commonwealth,  with  the  exception  of 
Pittsburgh.  The  obstacles  which  in  that  city  prevented  immediate 
compliance  with  the  act  were  overcome  during  the  progress  of  the 
year,  and  in  the  summer  vacation  of  1894  upwards  of  125,000  text- 
books were  purchased  and  prepared  for  use  at  the  fall  opening  of  the 
schools. 

Without  doubt  the  introduction  of  free  text-books  has  been  the 
most  important  step  of  progress  since  the  year  1SG7.  One  of  the  im- 
mediate effects  was  a  large  increase  in  the  attendance.  Several 
superintendents  specify  an  increase,  ranging  from  twenty  to  thirty 
per  cent.  Others  report  better  classification,  better  grading  aild 
better  teaching  as  the  result  of  free  text-books.  Pupils  can  no  longer 
plead  a  lack  of  the  necessary  books  as  an  excuse  for  not  studying  all 
the  branches  required  by  law.  The  care  of  the  books  has  been  an  im- 
portant lesson  in  the  care  of  public  propert}^ — and  from  this  point  of 
view  an  important  help  in  preparing  the  pupils  for  the  duties  of  citi- 
zenship. In  one  borough  which  adopted  free  text-books  two  years 
ago,  the  average  cost  per  pupil  for  text-books  and  supplies  during  the 
past  year  was  eighty-three  cents.  Those  whose  experience  enables 
them  to  know,  claim  that  after  the  first  outlay  of  money  the  annual 
expense  is  only  half  as  great  as  when  parents  buy  the  books;  and  the 
chief  cost  of  the  books  and  supplies  no  longer  falls  upon  the  poor  man, 
but  upon  those  who  are  much  better  able  to  bear  this  expense.  The 
superintendents,  almost  without  exception,  give  favorable  reports  con- 
cerning the  practical  workings  of  the  law.  From  but  one  county 
comes  the  report  that  the  free  text-book  law  has  caused  the  directors 
to  shorten  the  school  term  and  reduce  the  teachers'  wages.     There 
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can  be  very  little  justification  for  suck  a  skort-sighted  policy  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  legislature  added  half  a  million  to  the  annual  ap- 
propriation for  each  of  the  two  years  1893-4  and  1894-5. 

The  supplies  in  the  shape  of  slates,  pens,  writing  materials  and  the 
like,  were  not  alwaj^s  wisely  distributed.  Experience  will  help  to 
correct  this  defect.  Here  indeed  tact  and  skill  are  required  to  prevent 
waste,  and  teachers  who  fail  to  develop  habits  of  economy  in  their 
pupils  will  ultimately  be  obliged  to  quit  the  profession. 

School  Ar,chitecture. 

Another  gratifying  proof  of  progress  is  found  in  the  increased 
attention  paid  to  School  Architecture.  So  great  has  been  the  ad- 
vance in  methods  of  lighting,  heating  and  ventilating,  in  desks,  black- 
boards and  other  conveniences,  that  buildings  erected  a  decade  ago 
are  as  much  inferior  to  the  latest  and  best  as  the  old  log  school  house 
was  inferior  to  the  structures  which  our  cities  began  to  erect  half  a 
century  ago.  With  a  feeling  of  relief  one  turns  from  the  columns  of 
the  daily  papers  which  reveal  so  much  of  the  meanness  of  human 
nature  to  the  columns  of  the  same  papers  giving  accounts  of  the  erec- 
tion and  opening  of  school  houses  with  all  the  latest  improvements, 
and  displaying  cuts  of  them  that  look  like  the  palatial  residences  of 
kings  and  princes.  One  county,  for  instance,  reports  the  erection  of 
eight  magnificent  buildings  at  an  aggregate  cost  of  over  $300,000. 
The  new  girls'  high  school  at  Reading  is  estimated  to  cost  |75,000. 
The  construction,  heating  and  ventilating  of  a  new  fire-proof  high 
school  building  at  Scranton  will  involve  an  expenditure  of  over  $200,- 
000.  Pittsburgh  is  building  a  high  school  at  a  cost  of  |250,000.  In- 
cluding the  grounds  the  cost  of  the  new  boys'  high  school  of  Philadel- 
phia, will  be  over  a  million  of  dollars.  What  better  proof  can  we  ask 
of  the  generosity  of  this  age  toward  the  rising  generation  and  of  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  our  municipal  authorities  to  put  a  just  esti- 
mate upon  the  value  of  childhood. 

Nevertheless,  there  is  another  side  to  the  picture.  The  reports 
show  too  many  houses  which  are  not  good  in  the  judgment  of  the 
superintendents,  or,  in  plain  English,  houses  which  are  unfit  for,  use. 
One  superintendent  speaks  of  rooms  "too  disagreeable  for  school  pur- 
poses." "These  waste  places,"  says  another,  "where  the  children  are 
expected  to  spend  most  of  their  waking  hours,  are  sending  up  a  pitiful 
and  reproachful  wail  for  some  attention."  Still  another  uses  the  fol- 
lowing language:  "Such  a  condition  of  affairs  exists  in  some  in- 
stances as  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  in  any  civilized  coramunit}'." 

To  speak  of  forcing  children  into  such  school  rooms  and  surround- 
ings by  a  compulsory  law  makes  one  think  of  Herod,  who  slaughtered 
the  innocents  at  Bethlehem. 

It  is  true  there  is  upon  the  statute  book  a  law  providing  for  the  re- 
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moval  of  directors  wlio  fail  to  provide  suitable  buildings  and  out- 
houses, but  it  is  not  always  possible  to  find  six  citizens  of  the  district 
who  are  willing  to  make  complaint  according  to  law,  when  such  com- 
plaint involves  for  themselves  and  their  neighbors  an  increase  of  tax 
and  the  payment  of  lawyers'  fees  at  the  county  court.  Although  the 
school  department  agitated  the  question  of  suitable  buildings  and  out- 
houses in  every  possible  way,  and  especially  through  the  columns  of 
its  official  organ,  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal,  which  reaches 
every  district  in  the  State,  and  although  the  county  superintendents 
were  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  help  this  agitation  in  favor  of  better 
things,  in  far  too  many  districts  the  desired  result  has  not  yet  been 
reached. 

A  Continuous  Term. 

The  last  annual  report  called  attention  to  the  requirement  of  the 
law  that  the  minimum  temi  shall  be  six  months,  and  with  commend- 
able zeal  the  directors  arranged  the  school  year  for  a  continuous  term 
without  change  of  teachers.  The  boy  who  works  on  the  farm  will, 
henceforth,  get  the  benefit  of  schooling  during  the  months  in  which 
he  has  no  work,  whereas  heretofore  in  some  cases  he  did  not  get  more 
than  a  month  or  two  of  schooling.  The  testimony  of  the  annual  re- 
ports of  the  superintendents  is,  without  exception,  in  favor  of  the 
continuous  term. 

Permanent  Certificates  and  College  Graduates. 

Under  the  Act  of  May  10,  1893,  over  a  hundred  permanent  certifi- 
cates have  been  granted  to  college  graduates.  In  accoridance  with 
the  text  of  the  act  as  given  in  the  Pamphlet  Laws  for  1893,  this 
grade  of  certificate  is  now  granted  to  the  graduates  of  colleges  who 
have  taught  three  years  in  the  public  schools  and  complied  with  aU 
the  other  requirements  of  the  law. 

The  School  Appropriation. 

The  friends  of  progress  hoped  for  a  longer  school  term  when  the 
annual  appropriation  was  increased  to  five  millions.  In  the  average 
length  of  the  school  term  Pennsylvania  ranks  eleventh  among  the 
States  of  the  union.  All  the  adjacent  States,  except  West  Virginia, 
offer  their  children,  both  white  and  black,  school  facilities  during 
more  days  in  the  year  than  Pennsylvania,  in  spite  of  her  magnificent 
appropriation  and  her  marvelous  wealth  in  minerals,  manufactures 
and  agriculture.  According  to  the  recent  census,  our  State  ranks 
twenty-eighth  in  the  average  salary  paid  to  male  teachers,  and 
twenty-ninth  in  the  average  salary  paid  to  femalf  teachers.     There  is 
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no  just  reason  wliy  so  many  districts  should  pay  less  in  teach.ei's' 
wages  than  they  receive  from  the  State  treasury.  The  erection  of 
school  buildings  enhances  the  value  of  other  property  in  the  vicinity 
and  should  be  met  by  local  taxation.  There  is  a  growing  conviction 
among  the  ardent  friends  of  education  that  more  good  might  be  ac- 
complished if  the  legislature  were  to  attach  more  conditions  to  the 
distribution  of  the  five  and  a  half  millions,  and  if  a  more  equitable 
method  of  distribution  were  adopted.  Since  the  distribution  is  now 
made  upon  the  basis  of  the  number  of  taxables  returned  at  the  last 
triennial  assessment,  the  greater  part  of  the  money  goes  to  the  grow- 
ing centres  of  population.  The  districts  from  which  the  people  mi- 
grate to  the  cities  do  not  get  a  share  that  is  at  all  projwrtionate  to 
the  number  of  schools  which  their  scattered  population  forces  them 
to  keep  in  operation.  \^ery  many  of  those  whom  the  rural  districts 
are  compelled  to  educate  si>end  their  days  in  the  cities.  It  would  be 
no  injustice  if  the  State  were  to  give  more  liberal  aid  to  the  country 
districts,  which  educate  a  part  of  the  future  population  of  the  cities. 
Many  of  the  sparsely  settled  districts  would  be  benefited  by  an  act 
gi\'lng  the  directors  discretionary  power  to  close  schools  with  less 
than  ten  pupUs,  but  requiring  them  to  furnish  children  thus  deprived 
of  school  privileges  free  transportation  to  schools  in  adjoining  dis- 
tricts. Money  would  thereby  be  saved  and  the  condition  of  the 
schools  improved.  For  in  schools  whose  attendance  ranges  from 
two  to  half  a  dozen,  competition  and  enthusiasm  are  at  a  low  ebb, 
the  pay  is  inadequate  and  the  teachers  are  inexperienced,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  the  best  results  can  never  be  attained. 

A  School  Census. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  aU  our  cities 
have  difficulty  in  erecting  school  houses  rapidly  enough  to  provide  for 
their  growing  population.  At  present  there  is  no  way  of  ascertain- 
ing beforehand  for  how  many  children  provision  must  be  made;  and 
the  unexpected  crowding  of  school  rooms  at  the  fall  opening  greatly 
impairs  the  efficiency  of  the  instruction.  When  there  are  not  enough 
seats  for  all  who  come,  directors  sometimes  improperly  limit  the  at- 
tendance of  certain  pupils  to  the  forenoon  and  of  others  to  the  after- 
noon. At  the  same  time  no  one  can  guess  how  many  are  out  of  school. 
The  State  spends  annually  millions  upon  popular  education  without 
knowing  how  many  pei"Sons  of  school  age  fail  to  get  the  benefit  intend- 
ed. It  has  been  well  said  that  this  is  living  in  the  fool's  paradise.  The 
policy  reminds  one  of  the  ostrich,  which  after  due  effort  to  escape 
from  danger,  is  fabled  to  bury  his  head  in  the  sand.  How  long  can 
Pennsylvania  afford  to  be  guilty  of  such  ostrich-like  statesmanship 
which  shuts  its  eyes  to  the  real  facts  after  laudable  efforts  to  make 
education  universal? 
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Commonwealths  which  base  their  distribution  of  school  money 
upon  the  number  of  children  of  school  age  take  an  annual  enumera- 
tion of  their  school  population.  Without  much  additional  expense 
the  assessors  who  are  now  compelled  by  law  to  make  a  registration 
of  births  and  deaths,  might  be  enjoined  by  statute  to  ascertain  the 
number  of  children  of  school  age,  also  how  many  failed  to  attend 
during  the  preceding  year,  and  what  was  the  cause  of  non-attendance. 

The  question  of  a  school  census  should  be  kept  distinct  from  an- 
other vexed  s-chool  question  to  which  it  is  closely  allied.  There  are 
children  who  cannot  be  made  to  attend  school  by  any  laws  that  have 
thus  far  been  enacted.  From  one  township,  for  instance,  directors 
report  two  families  with  four  children  to  be  provided  for.  For  con- 
venience let  us  call  this  township  A.  In  a  neighboring  township, 
which  we  will  call  tov/nship  B,  there  are  five  children  to  whom  no 
school  house  is  accessible  except  the  one  erected  for  the  four  children 
in  township  A.  The  directors  in  township  B  have  oifered  to  pay  the 
tuition  of  the  five  pux)ils,  but  the  parents  refuse  to  let  them  go  across 
township  lines.  Of  the  two  families  dwelling  in  township  A,  one  lives 
elsewhere  from  October  to  May,  so  that  a  school  must  be  kept  open 
for  two  pupils,  or  special  provision  must  be  made  for  them  in  homes 
near  other  school  houses.  To  the  latter  arrangement  the  parents  will 
not  give  their  consent.  To  hire  a  teacher  for  two  pupils  is  justly 
considered  an  unreasonable  expense.  Thus  seven  children,  through 
the  i>erverseness  of  their  parents,  are  growing  up  in  ignorance  of  the 
merest  rudiments  of  an  education. 

In  legislating  for  these  and  similar  cases  great  care  should  be  exer- 
cised not  to  put  the  public  conscience  to  sleep  by  a  law  that  will  be 
a  dead  letter  upon  the  statute  books.  Laws  that  cannot  be  enforced 
are  worse  than  no  laws  at  all.  During  the  recent  panic  no  law  would 
have  been  effective  in  bringing  absentees  to  school,  under  which  a 
plea  by  the  parents  that  the  help  of  the  children  was  needed  to  sup- 
port the  family,  would  have  been  accepted  as  a  valid  excuse.  The 
appointment  of  a  truant  oflScer  to  arrest  all  idle  youths  who  are  found 
in  public  places  during  school  hours,  would  remedy  many  evils  in  our 
cities  and  towns.  If  a  certificate  of  school  attendance  at  day  or  night 
schools  during  three  or  four  months  in  the  preceding  year  were  re- 
quired to  be  filed  with  the  employers  of  boys  and  girls  under  the  age 
of  fifteen,  it  would  prevent  an  increase  of  illiteracy  and  serve  to  fit 
some  wayward  and  neglected  young  people  for  their  future  duties  as 
citizens. 

In  all  legislation  of  this  kind  there  is  one  fact  which  should  never 
be  forgotten.  The  majority  of  the  pupils  in  the  public  schools  are 
destined  to  become  wage-earners.  Mere  school  going  does  not  in  all 
cases  beget  that  training  of  the  will  which  is  essential  to  the  highest 
success.  INfanual  labor  that  is  not  too  severe  or  too  prolonged,  is 
A* 
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very  valuable  in  the  bringing  up  of  a  boy  wbo  is  likely  to  earn  his 
bread  in  the  sweat  of  his  brow.  It  does  not  even  harm  the  son  of  a 
rich  man  to  find  out  by  actual  experience  how  much  backache  is  rep- 
resented in  a  dollar;  earned  by  manual  toil.  Laws  which  shut  boys 
out  from  work  or  postpone  the  day  when  they  may  begin  work  to 
riper  and  riper  years,  make  it  increasingly  difficult  for  the  man  who 
earns  but  a  dollar  a  day,  to  bring  up  a  family  of  children,  or  even  to 
provide  them  with  the  barest  necessities  of  existence. 

High  Schools. 

"Children,"  says  Superintendent  Joseph  Walton,  in  his  annual  re- 
port, "are  still  taken  out  of  the  public  schools  at  an  earlier  and  an 
earlier  age.  Those  with  means  are  sent  away  to  school  long  before 
any  thorough  knowledge  of  the  common  branches  has  been  acquired. 
The  poor  man's  child  quits  when  its  associates  leaA'e.  As  a  conse- 
quence the  grade  of  our  public  schools  is  lowered,  the  efficiency  of 
our  higher  institutions  is  weakened,  and  while  expenditures  for  free 
education  are  increased,  illiterac}'  waxes  stronger  and  the  children 
of  the  i)oor  are  neglected." 

The  remedy  for  this  condition  is  found  in  the  extension  of  the  high 
school  system  to  niral  districts.  A  dozen  township  high  schools 
have  been  established  in  different  sections  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Tnstniction  in  higher  branches  is  thus  offered  to  the  advanced  pupils 
of  a  whole  township,  and  the  time  during  which  pupils  attend  the 
public  schools  is  increased  by  one  or  more  years.  Since  it  is  import- 
ant to  offer  each  pupil  the  best  education  of  which  he  can  avail  him- 
self, and  since  it  is  impossible  to  foretell  the  varying  needs  of  different 
communities,  the  wisest  policy  will  be  to  follow  the  c.inmple  of  the 
school  systems,  which  fix  special  qualifications  for  high  school 
teachers. 

Although  there  are  many  hiirh  schools  of  whose  work  and  courses 
of  study  our  citizens  feel  justly  prourl,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  our 
legislature  has  not  been  as  liberal  in  fosterincr  a  system  of  hitrh  schools 
as  the  legislatures  of  Minnesota.  IMassachusetts  and  other  States. 

In  Minnesota  there  is  a  high  school  board,  consisting  of  the  Gover- 
nor, the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  president  of 
the  State  University.  Every  hicch  school  .accepted  by  this  board  and 
maintaining  a  course  requisite  for  admission  to  the  State  University 
receives  an  annual  grant  of  four  hundred  dollars. 

In  Wisconsin  the  high  schools  are  aided  in  sums  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  dollars  to  one  high  school  district. 

In  Massachusetts  two  grades  of  high  schools  were  established  by 
law  as  far  back  as  182G.  According  to  the  statutes  relating  to  public 
icstruction  every  town  may,  and  every  town  of  five  hundred  familii'S 
or  liDuseholders  sliall  maintain  a  Iiigh  school  for  ten  months  in   lae 


No.  6.]       Superintendent  op  Public  Instruction.  ix 

year,  to  be  kept  by  a  master  of  competent  ability  and  good  morals, 
who  is  competent  to  give  instruction  among  other  branches  in  gen- 
eral history,  book-keeping,  surveying,  geometry,  natural  philosophy, 
chemistry,  botany  and  the  Latin  language.  In  every  town  containing 
four  thousand  inhabitants  the  teachers  of  the  high  school  shall,  in 
addition  to  the  branches  already  named,  be  competent  to  give  in- 
straction  in  the  Grreek  and  French  languages,  astronomy,  geology,, 
rhetoric,  logic,  intellectual  and  moral  science,  and  political  economy.. 
Two  hundred  and  twenty-three  cities  and  towns,  embracing  94.7  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  population,  maintain  high  schools,  and  the  school 
committee  of  districts  without  high  schools  can  furnish  free  tuition 
and  free  transportation  to  adjacent  high  schools  if  they  deem  any 
pupil  sufficiently  advanced  to  profit  by  that  kind  of  instruction. 

The  wisdom  of  such  a  liberal  policy  can  not  be  doubted  by  any  one 
who  has  observed  the  preponderance  of  men  with  high  school  training 
in  all  the  walks  of  civil,  professional  and  industrial  life.  Let  a  boy  of 
average  mind  acquire  the  ideas  and  instruments  of  thought  furnished 
by  a  goo^  high  school  course,  and  in  point  of  ability  to  think  and  draw 
correct  conclusions  he  will  all  his  life  long  be  the  superior  of  a  much 
brighter  boy  whose  educational  development  is  never  carried  beyond 
the  grammar  grade.  The  youth  who  has  mastered  the  concepts 
and  symbols  of  chemistry  and  other  sciences  is,  in  many  lines  of 
thinking,  as  much  superior  to  a  man  lacking  these  sciences  as  a  boy 
managing  a  self-binder  is  superior,  in  reaping  grain,  to  a  giant  equip- 
ped with  nothing  but  the  sickle  of  our  grandfathers.  He  who  gets 
only  a  knowledge  of  the  common  branches  is  compelled  to  fight  life's 
battles,  lacking  very  many  of  the  effective  weapons  by  which  our 
modem  civilization  achieves  its  marvelous  triumphs.  Is  it  not  a 
criminal  w^aste  of  intellect  to  keep  young  people  perpetually  at  work 
upon  the  common  branches,  even  though  mental  power  may  be  begot- 
ten by  the  solution  of  problems  involving  conditions  and  difficulties 
impossible  in  actual  life? 

Inquiry  was  made  to  ascertain  what  branches  are  studied  in  our 
high  schools.  Of  145  from  which  reports  were  received,  30  have  no 
better  claim  to  be  called  high  schools  than  the  fact  that  one  or  more 
classes  in  algebra  are  maintained;  in  all  the  others  some  geometry 
is  taught.  In  two-thirds  of  the  entire  number  physics,  rhetoric  and 
Latin  are  studied.  Twenty-three  report  classes  in  Greek,  29  in  Ger- 
man, 7  in  French.  In  99  civics  is  taught  as  a  separate  branch;  in 
nearly  all  the  others  it  is  taught  in  connection  with  the  history  of  the 
United  States.  Thirty-six  report  libraries  containing  500  volumes 
and  upwards;  many  report  no  books  and  very  little  apparatus.  The 
courses  range  from  two  to  four  years,  and  in  most  cases  the  work  is 
done  by  less  than  three  teachers.  The  most  superficial  glance  gener- 
ally reveals  whether  the  course  of  study  was  prepared  by  the  holder 
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of  a  permanent  certificate,  or  of  a  normal  school  diploma,  or  by  a 
college  graduate.  A  school  never  rises  above  the  scholarship  and 
attainments  of  its  teachers.  The  quickest  way  to  foster  a  more  eflS- 
cient  system  of  high  schools  will  be  to  fix  a  standard  of  scholarship 
for  high  school  teachers  and  to  offer  a  stimulus  in  the  shape  of  money 
to  all  schools  which  keep  up  to  the  required  standard. 

School  Libraries. 

The  time  has  undoubtedly  come  for  the  enactment  of  a  law  author- 
iziug  the  directors  to  use  a  portion  of  the  annual  appropriation  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining  school  libraries.  Pupils 
should  read  to  learn  as  well  as  learn  to  read.  If  a  bright  boy  who 
has  learned  to  get  thought  from  the  printed  page,  does  not  have  ac- 
cess to  books  containing  valuable  and  interesting  information,  he 
will  seek  the  excitement  of  objectionable  literatui^.  Often  before 
teachers  and  parents  are  aware  of  danger  the  boy  has  from  such  lit- 
erature formed  false  ideals  of  life,  and  obtained  material  for  the  crea- 
tion of  an  imaginary  world  of  adventure  and  sin,  in  which  he  roams 
and  revels  until  his  character  is  completely  undermined.  It  will  be  a 
great  service  to  the  rising  generation  if  in  the  Wickersham  alcove, 
about  to  be  established  in  the  new  State  library,  there  is  gathered 
and  kept  for,  the  inspection  and  guidance  of  teachers  and  directors 
a  collection  of  books  suitable  for  the  different  grades  in  our  public 
schools. 

One  danger  should  be  guarded  against.  Unscrupulous  agents  have 
cajoled  directors  into  buying  expensive  charts  by  means  of  which 
the  skilled  instructor  could  indeed  impart  interesting  inf ormaMon ; 
but  the  information  was  not  adapted  to  the  intellectual  wants  of  the 
average  pupil,  and  the  charts  were  worthless  in  the  hands  of  the  aver- 
age teacher.  A  limit  somewhere  between  five  and  ten  per  cent,  of 
the  annual  appropriation  to  a  district  should  be  fixed  to  prevent  reck- 
less expenditure  of  the  public  money.  This  will  impose  the  necessity 
of  care  in  the  selection  of  books,  and  prevent  unscrupulous  publishers 
from  sending  agents  over  the  State  to  introduce  cheap  and  worthless 
books  into  the  school  libraries. 

Citizenship  and  Love  of  Country. 

One  of  the  gratifying  signs  of  the  times  is  the  awakening  of  the 
public  mind  to  a  just  sense  of  the  importance  of  training  our  pupils 
for  citizenship  and  of  instilling  into  them  a  genuine  love  of  our  coun- 
try. Patriotism  is  a  word  that  has  become  as  potent  in  our  day  as 
were  the  terms,  liberty,  equality  and  fraternity  in  the  days  of  the 
French  revolution.     Our  patriotic  orders  have  done  well  in  causing 
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the  stars  and  stripes  to  be  displayed  in  and  upon  our  school  houses. 
To  teach  patriotism  without  a  flag  is  like  teaching  quantity  without 
symbols,  or  geography  without  maps,  or  chemistry  without  appara- 
tus. But  if  the  movement  were  to  stop  with  unfurling  the  flag,  it 
would  benefit  no  one  except  the  manufacturers  of  bunting.  For  in 
the  schools,  as  in  other  spheres  of  life,  there  is  continual  danger  of  con- 
founding the  sign  with  the  thing  signified,  of  resting  satisfied  with 
the  outward  appearance  when  the  inner  reality  is  wanting.  The 
Bible  may  lie  upon  the  table  in  the  parlor  and  there  may  be  very  little 
religion  in  the  house.  The  school  room  may  be  well  supplied  with 
apparatus,  and  if  it  is  merely  displayed,  the  pupils  will  acquire  little 
or  no  science.  The  flag  may  float  over  the  school  when  there  is  little 
or  no  patriotism  inside.  The  Strassburgers,  who  thought  it  a  viola- 
tion of  the  principles  of  liberty  and  equality  for  the  magnificent 
steeple  of  their  cathedral  to  tower  sof  high  above  the  surrounding 
buildings  and  who  were  satisfied  when  they  saw  it  wearing  the  red 
cap  of  the  Jacobins,  had  a  very  inadequate  conception  of  the  real  es- 
sence of  liberty  and  equality.  He  who  could  be  satisfied  with  a  mere 
display  of  the  stars  and  stripes  in  and  upon  our  school  buildings, 
would  have  an  equally  inadequate  conception  of  that  for  which  the 
flag  stands.  The  flag  should  be  made  to  symbolize  a  love  of  country 
in  the  heart  of  the  pupil  that  shall  follow  him  to  the  ballot  box  as 
well  as  to  the  battle-field,  and  make  him  as  willing  to  pay  tax  for  the 
support  of  the  government  as  to  spend  money  for  a  display  of  fire 
works  on  the  Fourth  of  July.  Here,  indeed,  is  a  most  important  work 
for  the  teachers  in  connection  with  the  lessons  in  history  and  civics. 
The  future  citizen  should  not  merely  acquire  a  knowledge  of  our  State 
and  national  governments,  enabling  him  to  vote  intelligently,  but  he 
should  also  be  imbued  with  a  spirit  of  devotion  to  the  country  as  a 
whole  that  is  based  upon  a  knowledge  of  what  it  cost  to  achieve  our 
independence,  to  found  and  save  our  Eepublic,  and  that  will  make 
him  rise  superior  to  the  selfish  interests  of  a  section,  or  a  class,  or  a 
party,  so  that  he  can  subordinate  these  to  the  higher  interests  of  the 
nation  as  a  whole.  America  needs  a  patriotism  which  is  not  content 
with  being  on  the  side  of  one's  country,  right  or  wrong — ^for  that  is 
practically  where  we  all  are  in  spite  of  ourselves — but  a  patriotism 
which  will  cause  the  citizen  to  work  and  vote  and  agitate  until  the 
country  is  right  on  all  moral,  national  and  international  questions. 

Here  we  reach  a  point  of  view  that  embraces  all  the  nations  of  the 
globe.  "The  sky,"  says  Joseplj.  Cook,  "is  the  roof  of  one  family."  Our 
teaching  should  never  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  we  are  all  members 
of  the  great  human  family  and  owe  duties  to  all  mankind.  Ten  thou- 
sand human  beings  scattered  over  every  grand  division  of  the  globe 
contribute  to  our  food  and  raiment,  to  our  comforts  and  luxuries. 
Opinions  iiffor  ns  to  the  advisability  of  introducing  military  instruc- 
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tion  into  our  schools.  All  are  agreed  that  the  public  schools  should 
teach  the  arts  of  peace  rather  than  the  art  of  war.  The  rising  gen- 
eration should  be  taught  to  value  ballots  above  bullets,  to  cherish, 
instead  of  a  love  of  war,  an  aversion  to  the  horrors  of  war,  to  esteem 
it  more  noble  to  do  justice  to  a  weaker  nation  than  to  conquer  that 
nation  iu  battle,  to  consider  the  elevation  of  the  whole  human  race 
more  glorious  than  the  aggrandizement  of  ourselves  at  the  expense 
of  weaker  neighbors.  If  history  be  taught  from  this  point  of  view, 
it  cannot  fail  to  exert  an  elevating  and  ennobling  influence  upon  the 
pupils  in  our  public  schools.  For  the  youth  growing  up  under  this 
kind  of  tuition,  patriotism  will  not  be  synonymous  with  hatred  of 
those  whose  views  and  interests  and  language  are  different  from  his 
'Own,  nor  will  the  love  of  country  which  he  cherishes,  be  incompatible 
with  a  just  regard  for  the  rights  of  all  mankind. 

Danger  to  the  System. 

The  idea  of  public  schools  supported  by  taxation,  which  was  real- 
ized in  Holland  several  centuries  ago,  has  taken  deep  root  in  every 
civilized  country  upon  the  globe.  The  few  enemies  to  the  plan  are 
found,  almost  without  exception,  among  the  worshippers  of  gold. 
Sometimes  a  man  of  this  type  is  elected  to  the  school  board  and  be- 
comes a  source  of  harm  to  his  district.  Greater  danger  is  to  be  feared 
from  another  source.  In  the  large  capital  of  another  State  one  mem- 
ber of  the  scho«i  board  was  recently  convicted  of  taking  a  bribe  and 
two  others  are  to  be  tried  for  the  same  offence.  A  suspicion  of  bri- 
l)ery  will  invariably  undermine  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the 
teachers  and  in  the  school  board  employing  them.  When  the  rumors 
of  such  offences  are  founded  in  fact,  it  is  clearly  the  duty  of  every 
citizen  to  aid  the  district  attorney  in  bringing  the  offenders  to  jus- 
tice. 

So  long  as  human  nature  is  imperfect,  it  is  impossible  to  devise  a 
perfect  system  of  examinations.  For  the  sake  of  those  who  hold 
permanent  certificates,  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  our  public  school 
system,  the  greatest  care  should  be  exercised  in  the  issue  of  all  cer- 
tificates which  will  be  permanent.  All  efforts  by  those  who  are 
candidates  for  such  certificates,  to  elect,  at  the  county  or  city  in- 
stitute, an  examining  committee,  composed  of  their  special  friends, 
are  calculated  to  lower  the  value  of  the  certificates  in  the  eyes  of  the 
public.  Too  much  care  cannot  be  exercised  by  superintendents  and 
others,  not  only  in  preventing  actual  abuses,  but  also  in  avoiding 
.  every  appearance  of  evil. 

Harm  may  also  come  to  the  system  from  those  who  expect  results 
which  are  impossible,  or  the  attainment  of  which  does  not  belong 
to  the  legitimate  functions  of  the  public  schools.     It  is  manifestly  im- 
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possible  for  the  schools  to  lift  all  the  pupils  above  the  necessity  of 
manual  labor.  It  is  clearly  not  the  function  of  the  public  schools  to 
give  sectarian  instruction.  The  genius  of  our  State  and  national 
constitutions  demands  in  all  schools  supported  by  taxation  the  sepa- 
tion  of  secular  from  sectarian  instruction.  The  former,  which  in- 
cludes preparation  for  the  duties  of  citizenship,  is  clearly  the  legiti- 
mate function  of  the  schools  established  by  the  State.  Religious  in- 
stniction,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the  duty  of  the  home,  the  church,  the 
Christian  society,  the  Sabbath  school.  A  comparison  of  the  Chris- 
tianity of  our  land  with  that  of  countries  in  w^hich  chur,ch  and  State 
are  united,  leaves  no  room  for  doubt  as  to  the  wisdom  of  our  Ameri- 
can policy  of  keeping  Church  and  State  separate,  and  of  allowing  each 
religious  society  to  look  after  its  own  interests  without  interference 
from  or  with  the  civil  power.  And  the  praises  bestowed  by  visitors 
from  abroad  upon  American  education  are  evidence  of  the  fact  that 
our  schools  have  not  suffered  by  the  separation  of  secular  from  sec- 
tarian instruction. 

The  Employment  of  Teachers. 

The  employment  of  good  teachers  is  a  fundamental  question  in 
every  system  of  public  instruction.  The  power  of  selection,  which  by 
law  is  vested  in  the  school  directors  elected  by  the  people  themselves, 
is  guarded  by  no  checks  except  the  possession  of  a  valid  certificate. 
In  all  cases  teachers  should  be  selected  upon  the  basis  of  merit. 
Scholarship,  aptness  to  teach,  ability  to  stimulate  the  intellectual 
activity  and  to  mould  the  moral  nature  of  childhood,  should  be  con- 
trolling factors  in  the  appointment  of  teachers.  The  policy  which 
some  boards  are  accused  of  tacitly  adopting,  namely,  to  employ  only 
teachers  of  their  own  religious  faith,  or  political  party,  or  secret  so- 
ciety, can  not  be  too  strongly  condemned.  Equally  reprehensible  is 
the  practice  of  favoring  near  relatives  in  these  appointments.  New 
York  has  passed  an  act  forbidding  a  trustee  (the  officer  who  in  that 
State  corresponds  to  the  director,  of  Pennsylvania)  to  hire  any  person 
who  is  within  two  degrees  of  relationship  by  blood  or  marriage.  A 
similar  law  would  be  of  service  in  our  State. 

In  his  own  realm  the  teacher  is  vested  with  extraordinary  powers 
of  government.  He  makes  laws  for  the  government  of  the  school; 
he  passes  judgment  upon  those  who  violated  the  laws  promulgated 
by  himself;  finally  he  executes  the  sentence  which  he  himself  as 
judge  has  pronounced  against  the  offender.  Excepting  the  parent  in 
whose  place  the  teacher  stands,  no  one  in  the  land  is  vested  wiih 
more  varied  functions  of  government.  And  yet  the  creator  is  greater 
than  the  creature;  greater  than  the  teachers  are  the  directors  who 
select  and  employ  the  teachers. 
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Tlie  Office  of  School  Director. 

Tlie  framers  of  our  school  law  deemed  it  unwise  to  attach  a  salary 
to  the  office  of  school  director.  Their  aim  was  to  secure  for  this  im- 
portant office  the  most  unselfish  and  public  spirited  men  in  the  com- 
munity. Here,  indeed,  we  touch  the  most  fundamental  question  in 
the  conduct  of  our  public  schools.  In  naming  a  guardian  for  his  chil- 
dren, the  testator  selects  the  best  man  who  in  his  judgment  is  avail- 
able for  the  purpose.  School  directors  are  the  guardians  of  the  child's 
educational  interests.  Do  the  people  always  select  the  best  men  avail- 
able for  this  office?  Here,  if  anywhere,  there  is  room  for  the  exercise 
of  the  most  exalted  patriotism.  The  future  prosperity  of  the  nation 
depends  ujwn  the  education  of  those  who  are  to  be  its  citizens;  and  a 
time  patriot  will  vote,  regardless  of  party,  sex,  color  or  creed,  for  the 
persons  best  qualified  to  select  the  teachers  and  to  manage  the 
schools.  In  the  domain  of  public  instrustion  the  several  boards  of 
directors  levy  the  taxes,  disburse  the  funds,  select  the  sites,  build 
the  houses,  purchase  the  furniture,  furnish  the  text-books,  adopt  the 
courses  of  study,  emploj-  the  teachers,  elect  the  sujyerintendents  and 
determine  during  how  many  months  the  children  shall  have  school 
facilities  beyond  the  minimum  tenn  fixed  by  law.  That  persons  are 
wUling  to  accept  these  manifold  duties  at  the  risk  of  criticism,  cen- 
sure and  abuse,  receiving  no  pay  and  often  leaving  their  business  in 
the  hands  of  others  while  they  attend  to  these  duties  at  an  expense 
to  themselves,  is  one  of  the  hopeful  signs  of  the  age.  Therefore  let 
the  office  be  magnified  at  home  and  at  the  polls;  let  the  best  men  be 
elected  and  re-elected;  let  their  efforts  for  the  improvement  of  the 
schools  be  lauded  and  seconded  by  all  classes  of  society;  and  there 
will  continue  to  be  just  gi'ouud  for  boasting  of  our  glorious  system  of 
public  instruction. 

NATH.SJN^  C.  SCHAEFFER. 
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STATISTICAL  STATEMENTS 


Relating  to  the  Public   Schools   of   Pennsylvania,  for  the 
School  Year  Ending  June  4Th,  1894. 


Including  Philadelphia. 

Number  of  school  districts  iu  tlie  State, 2,413 

Number  of  schools, 24,541 

Number  of  graded  schools, 12,869 

Number  of   superinteudents, 129 

Number  of  male  teachers, 8,464 

Number  of  female  teachers, 17,777 

Whole   number   of  teachers, 26,241 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month, $44  16 

Average  salaries  of  female  tachers  per  mouth, 33  05 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months, 8.00 

Number    of   pupils, 1,040,679 

Average  number  of  pupils, 759,560 

(Jost   of  school,houses,  purchasing  building,  renting,  etc.  |3,396,818  13 

Teachers'    wages, 8,998,343  66 

Cost  of  school  text-books, 1,245,375  73 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text-books,  includ- 
ing maps,  globes,  etc.,* 559,238  42 

Fuel,  contingencies,  fees  of  collectors,  and  all  other  ex- 
penses,      4,386,975  39 

Total    expenditures, 18,586,751  33 

State  appropnation,  for  school  year  ending  June,  1893,  5,000,000  00 
Estimated    value   of   school   property    not    including 

Philadelphia,    42,679,504  00 


Items  Compared  with  Those  of  the  Preceding  Year,  Ending 

June  5Th,  1893. 

Net  increase  in  number  of  districts, 27 

Increase  in  number  of  schools, 529 

Increase  in  number  of  graded  schools, 565 

Increase  in  number  of  male  teachers, 219 

Increase  in  number  of  female  teachers, 59 

Increase  in  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, |0  22 

Increase  in  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month, .01 

Decrease  in  school  terra  in  months, .10 

Increase  in  number  of  pupils, 36,272 

Increase   in   teachers'   wages, $529,906  78 

Decrease  in  cost  of  building,  purchasing  and  renting,  172,284  89 
Increase  in  cost  of  fuel,  contingencies,  debt  and  in- 
terest  paid, 13,538  51 


'  Philadelphia  not  included  in  this  Item. 
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CoNDiTiox  OF  System  Not  Including  Philadelphia — With 

Comparisons. 

Number  of  districts, 2,411  Increase,                       25 

Number   of  schools, 21,553         "                              419 

Number  of  pupils,    915,499         "                         39,361 

Average   atlteudance,    (>45,201         "                        34,779 

Percentage   of  attendance,..  .84        "                               .01 
Average  length,  of  term  in 

months,    .7.71  Decrease,                      .03 

Number  of  male  teachers,..  8,327  Increase,,                    208 

Number  of  female  teachers,.  14,926  Decreasej                       40 

\Miole  number  of  teachers,.  23,253  Increase,                     168 
Average  '  salary     of     male 

teachers  per  month, $41  81        "                         |0  20 

Average    salary    of    female  «                                2 

teachers  per  mouth, 32  55 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other 

'thau  text-books,    |559,238  42 

Teachers    Avages,    0,995,022  56         "                322,171  84 

Fuel   and  contingencies), 3,637,038  74        «                 288,470  55 

Cost  of  text-books, 1,100,177  34 

Purchasing,  building  and  re- 
pairing houses, 2,834,091  22  Decrease,       145,180  00 

Total   expenditures, 15,125,568  28  Increase,     1,937,477  85 

Average  number  of  mills  on 

dollar  for  school  puqjoses,  4.40  Decrease,                      .14 
Average  number  of  mills  on 

dollar  for  building  puii>os«s  3.20  Increase,                      .46 

Amount   of  tax   levied, $8,677,582  67         "                811,48105 


Philadelphia. 

Number  of  schools, 2,988 

Number  of  male  teachers, 137 

Number  of  female  teachers, 2,851 

Average  salaiy  of  male  teachers  per  month, |197  56 

Average  salary  of  female  teachei's  per  month, 65  77 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year, 125,180 

Average    attendance, 114,359 

Paid  for  teachers'  salaries, |2,003,321  10 

Paid  for  houses,  additions  and  repairs, 562,726  91 

Paid  for  books,  fuel,  stationery  and  contingencies,..  .  895,135  04 
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Distribution  of  State  aid  for  Normal  School  students   for  the  School 

year  1894. 


Gradu- 
ates. 


Under 
graduates. 


First 

Second,  . . 
Third,  ... 
Fourth.    .. 

Fifth 

Sixth,  . . . . 
Seventh,  ., 
Eig-hth,  .. 
Ninth,  ... 
Tenth,  ... 
Eleventli, 
Twelfth,  . 
Thirteenth 

Total, 


West  Chester 

Millersville,     

Kutztown,     

East  Stroudsburg, 

Mansfield 

Bloomsburg 

Shippensburg 

Lock  Haven 

Indiana 

California,     

Slippery  Rocl<,    ... 

Edinboro,    

Clarion 


$3,050  00 
3,950  00 
5,050  00 
3,650  00 
4,450  00 
5.500  00 
5.000  00 
5,150  00 
3,100  00 
3,150  00 
2,850  00 
2,150  00 
3,000  00 


150,050  00 


$6,043  00 
7,606  00 
4,619  EO 
4,244  50 
4,594  00 
5,017  00 
4.487  50 
5,462  50 
3,414  50 
2,589  00 
5,399  00 
2,428  00 
5,751  00 


$61,655  50 
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lable  showing  the  amount  of  Special  and  Direct  State  appropriations  that 
each  State  Normal  School  has  received  since  its  orgatiizatioii  until  June 
4,  1894. 


First,     .... 
Second,     . . 

Third 

Fourth,    ... 

Fifth,    

Sixth 

Seventh,   .. 
Eigrhth,    . . . 

Ninth 

Tenth,    .... 
Eleventh, 
Twelfth,    .. 
Thirteenth. 


West  Chester,    . . 

Millersville 

Kutztown 

East    Stroudsburg 

Mansfield,    

Bloomsburg,     

Shippensburg,   . . . 

Lock  Haven, 

Indiana,     

California 

Slippery  Rock,    .. 

Edinboro 

Clarion,    


$175,000  00 
207,117  59 
175,470  68 
34,652  97 
221  233  52 
245,000  00 
177,000  00 
276,500  00 
187,500  00 
177,000  00 
122.500  00 
162,500  00 

139,904  96 

$2,301,379  72 
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Expendiiure  for  the  School  year  ending  Jioie  4,  1894,  for  the  Cor?iplanter 
Indian  School,  situated  on  the  Allegheny  River,  in   Warren  County. 

(As  certified  to  by  H.  M.  Putnam,  Superintendent  of  Warren  county, 
as  per  Act  of  Assembly  approved  July  7,  1885.) 

Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand  from  last  year, |8  51 

State    appropriation, 300  00 

Total,     $308  51 

Exp  en  ditu  res . 

Teacher's  wages,   |273  32 

Supplies,  books,  crayons,  paper,  etc., 24  19 

Total,    |297  51 

Balance  on  hand,  |11  00. 
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Statemeyit  showing  the  condition  and  working  of  the  system,  as  exhibited 


DISTRICTS. 


1.  Adams,     

2.  Allegheny,     . . 

3.  Armstrong, 

4.  Beaver,     

5.  Bedford 

6.  Berks 

7.  Blair 

8.  Bradford,      .. 

9.  Bucks,     

10.  Butler,     

11.  Cambria, 

12.  Cameron,     . . . 

13.  Carbon 

14.  Centre 

15.  Chester 

16.  Clarion 

17.  Clearfield,     .. 

18.  Clinton 

Vi.  Columbia,   . . . 

20.  Crawford,     . . 

21.  Cumberland, 

22.  Dauphin,    . . . 

23.  Delaware,     .. 

24.  Elk 

25.  Erie,     

26.  Fayette 

27.  Forest 

28.  Franklin,    ... 

29.  Fulton 

30.  Greene 

31.  Huntingdon, 

32.  Indiana 

33.  Jefferson,    ... 

34.  Juniata 

35.  Lackawanna, 

36.  Lancaster,    . . 

37.  Lawrence,    . . 

38.  Lebanon, 

S9.  Lehigh 


162 
393 
245 
159 
247 
407 
154 
388 
248 
237 
204 
37 
93 
200 
291 
207 
2!»2 
108 
161 
372 
189 
182 
109 
105 

272 
66 
238 
73 
191 
204 
242 
192 
95 
141 
454 
137 
161 
200 


II 


o  s 

.S  S) 


1S2 
747 
301 
206 
309 
488 
232 
486 
21P2 
2G3 
28; 

49 
1S8 
269 
357 
243 
387 
134 
233 
425 
256 
268 
222 
145 
331 
392 

79 
292 

75 
215 
232 
285 
273 
110 
240 
547 
173 
211 
295 


So 
2; 


150 

45 

202 

147 

238 

396 

132 

228 

141 

224 

125 

36 

60 

163 

265 

194 

235 

52 

115 

253 

171 

175 

106 

96 

185 

217 

50 

206 

39 

134 

146 

239 

190 

83 

87 

368 

107 

150 

198 


.a  3 


138 

44 
193 
154 
228 
469 
160 
329 
233 
257 
183 

36 
171 
187 
325 
194 
275 

84 
160 
331 
251 
16,-. 
lOf 
lis 
24 
211 

64 
219 

53 
158 
171 
227 
202 

82 
132 
454 
135 
153 
288 
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40.  Luzerne 

41.  Lycoming,    

42.  McKean 

43.  Mercer 

44.  Mifflin 

io.  Monroe 

46.  Montgnmerj',     . . 

47.  Montour 

48.  Northampton.     . 

49.  NorthumbeilanJ 

50.  Perry 

51.  Pike 

52.  Potter 

53.  Schuylkill 

54.  Snyder 

55.  Somerset 

56.  Sullivan 

57.  Susquehanna.    .. 

58.  Tioga 

59.  Union 

SO.  Venango 

61.  Warren 

62.  Washington 

6.3.  Wayne 

64.  Westmoreland.    , 

65.  Wyoming 

66.  York 

Totals 


286 
233 
165 
243 

85 
123 
233 

55 
202 
168 
157 

62 
159 
282 

99 
229 

75 
291 
291 

74 
191 
192 
296 
193 
408 
108 
395 


529  11  10 

285  20  2 

215  1  4 

318  9  I    7 

118  ! 

149  20  .j 

353   8 

77  2 

263  5  !   4 

226  22  4 

194  13  3 

71   1 

184  8  S 

484  3  13 

121   1 

280  18  7 

87  9  

333  11  2 

374  8  9 

92  5  2 

236   8 

276  2  5 

425  7  11 

228  7  4 

587  '    16  13 

133  4  4 

458  3  17 


234 
205 
150 
234 

65 

93 
211 

42 
194 
140 
115 

47 
146 
188 

97 
171 

41 
255 
236 

71 
178 
182 
180 
169 
377 

94 
345 


273 
224 
154 
244 

85 

92 
349 

74 
199 
200 
132 

43 
146 
450 

99 
152 

40 
234 
260 

75 
183 
186 
235 
168 
364 

72 
377 


10 
6 
4 

13 

35 
9 
9 
4 

13 

25 
2 
8 
5 

12 
9 

24 
5 

18 


360  !  10,814  1   12,696 
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Date  of  recognition 

History — 

Total  number  of  male  students  since  rec- 
ognition  

Total  number  of  female  students  since 
recognition,     

Total  number  of  males  graduated  ift  ele- 
mentary   course 

Total  number  of  females  graduated  in  ele- 
mentary   course 

Total  number  of  males  graduated  in  sci- 
entific  course 

Total  number  of  females  graduated  in  sci- 
fentiflc   course 

Total  number  of  males  graduated  in 
classical  course 

Total  number  of  females  graduated  in 
classical  course 

Total  number  of  males  who  have  receivec' 
state  certificates  without  graduating 

Total  number  of  females  who  have  received 
state  certificates   without   graduating 

Total  number  of  males  who  have  received 
state  aid  as  graduates 

Total  number  of  females  who  have  received 
state  aid  as  graduates 


Professors- 
Number  of  professors  and  teachers,  male, . 
Number  of  professors  and  teachers,  female, 
Average  number  of  classes  taught  by  each 

per  day 

Average  length  of  recitation,    in  minutes 

Students^ 
Number    of    male    students    for    the    pas; 
school  year,    


6 
ruin.  45 


1866. 


4,747 


4,965 


10,852 


550       6fil 
16 

308 
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731 
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2        19 
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3         6 
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19 

4 
576 
284 

17 
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8 
3 

308   

533  

7  1       7 

4         7 

10 

5  5 

mill.  45         mln.  45 


min.  -fo         luin.    45 


No.  6.  J        Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
as  Reported  by  the  Presidents  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees. 
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Date  of  recognition 

1859. 

1861. 

1862. 

1866. 

1869. 

Number   of    female    students   for    the   past 

school    year 

567 

201 

293 

260 

328 

Number   of   male    students   in    the   normal 

394 

97 

179 

459 

200 

Number  of  female  students  in  the  normal 

454 
115 

143 
35 

216 
56 

1S7 
85 

286 

Number  of  boys  in  the  model  school 

33 

Number  of  girls  in   the  model   school 

113 

42 

77 

73 

42 

Number    of    males    graduated    In    the    ele- 

24 

23 

20 

61 

34 

Number  of  females   graduated   in    the   ele 
mentary  course 

Number    of    males    graduated    in    the    sci- 
entific  course , 

Number  of   females  graduated    in   the   sci- 
entific  course 

Number  of  males  srraduated   in   the   class- 
ical  course 

Number  of  females  grraduated  in  the  class- 
ical  course 

Number    of    males    graduated    who    intend 
to  become  teachers 

Number  of  females  graduated  who   intend 
to  become  teachers 

Number  of  males    who    have    received   aid 
from  State  as  students 

Number  of  females  who  hav'e  received  aid 
from  State  as  students,    

Number   of   males    who   have    received    aid 
from   State  as  graduates 

Number  of  females  who  have  received  a;u 
from  State  as  graduates 

Number  of  males  who  have  received  State 
certificates    without   graduation 

Number    of    females    who    have    received 
State  certificates   without   graduation 


No.  6.  J        Superintendent   of  Public  Instruction.  li 

—  Continued. 
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210 
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352                  3fi9 
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250  • 

480 
46 
29 

12 

51 

150 

214 
134 

138 

25 
38 

172 

325 
35 
44 

67 

256 

254 
54 
CO 

35 

6r 

217                  179 

384                  219 
79                    55 
73                    77 

12                    12 

45                    61 

3,004 

3,710 
790 
84.'; 

330 

685 

5 

1 

2 

107 
272 

107 
272 
12 
50 

1 

46 
55 
189 

169 
45 
55 

1 
1 

25 
38 
76 
126 
25 
38 

7 

55 
90 
206 
7 
55 

b5 
69 
216 

200 
35 
68 

20 
42 

15 
42 
17 
42 
1 

12 
45 

IGJ 
288 
12 
45 

150 
166 
150 
166 
12 
61 

566 
1.(1119 
1,9.^9 

2,:,:,2 

324 

677 

6 

1 

3 

• 

24,222 

LII 


Report  of  the 


[Off.  Doc. 
Statement 


6a 
^^ 

c| 
■  T- 

S 

lis 

•CO  S> 

i  o 

61 

•Hi 

fc-oH 

11 

CK  a 
oi 

'fa 

it 

O  SI 

.2.a-t; 

•-  t  o 

Sixth    district     J.    P.    Welsh, 
principal,  Bloomsburg,  Col- 
umbia county. 

Date  of  recognition 

1859.              1861. 

1862.              1866. 

1869. 

Libraries — 
Wiiole  number  of  volumes,    

6,000               6,200 
200                   10 

85                    87 

$347,392  25    $150,000  00 
44,900  00       10,000  00 
7.200  00         6,000  00 
5.500  00  '       6.000  00 
4,800  00         4,000  00 
2,935  00         2,000  00 

2,912              4,810 
50                 mo 

1.729 
200 

Number   added   during   the   year 

Number  of  reviews  and   periodicals 

83 

$218,175  00 

38 

VaJue  of  property- 
Value  of  buildings  and  grounds 

{225,000  00 

$250,000  00 

Value   of  furniture,    

20.000  00     '     23,000  00 
2,297  00         4.000  00 
2.500  00         li.OOOOO 
2,200  00         2,500  00 
2,500  00         1,200  00 

15,000  00 

Value  of  llbraxies,   

2,250  or 

Value   of   musical    instiniments 

2.(100  nil 

Value  of  apparatus,    

Value  of  other  property,    

1,000  00 

$412,727  25    (177,000  00 

1254,497  00    $251,875  00 

$273,850  00 

Debt»- 

Amount    secured    to    individuals    by    judg- 
ment or  mortgage  on  property 

I 

$16  000  00      S-^1  Ififl  7.=; 

$31  712  00 

Amount  of  mortgage  held  by  State 

Amount    of    appropriation    received    from 
State  and  not  secured  by  mortgage 

$152,117  59      $90,000  00 
40,000  00        57. 100  on 

95.000  00 

I 
10,000  00 

180,000  00 

30,000  00 
6,800  Oil 

Amount  of  Hoating  debt 

ifi-S.-ig  nn  I 

Amount  of  stock  held  by  individuals 

Amount    contributed     by    individuals    and 
not   included   in   shares  of  stock 

4,725  00 

19,000  00    < 

19,050  00 
4,000  00     . 

24,000  00  1 

39,940  00 
3,900  on 

$196,842  59   j$183,339  00    | 

$39,050  00    $ 

160.160  75 

$292,352  0) 

Expenses  and   Improvements- 
Buildings,    repairs,    printing,    etc 

$36,160  51 
1,291  29 
4,548  32 
2,702  77 

$1,494  46 

$17,338  72        17  SfiS  11 

$50,864  97 
2,057  62 
4  280  86 

Grounds,    fences,   shrubben%    etc 

24  00 
5  n<ii  m 

Furniture , 

544  99 

125  00 

13,885  61 

4  77    ■,-. 

380  82 

Insurance  on  buildings 

596  50          1,034  47 
5,000  00        14.363  25  i. 

1  2'A  '-          i.i;2.".  -.A 

348  75 

Discharge  of  debts 1 

Interest  on  debts 1 

f>  1.-,  .-..; 

2,380  OU 
600  00 

Musical    instruments 

. 

No.  H.]       Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 

—  Contimied . 
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Ninth  district.    D.  J.  Waller, 
Jr.,    jriiicipal.  Indiana,  In- 
diana county. 

Eighth  district,  James  Eldon, 
principal.  Lock  Haven    Clin- 
ton county. 
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ISTl.      1873.      1874. 

1875. 

1877. 

1887. 

1889. 

1893. 

7,000 
400 
lU 

1.800 
40 
75 

$170,000  00 

10,000  00 

1,500  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

2,200 
400 
50 

$145,000  00 
10,800  00 
2,500  00 
1,200  00 
2,800  00 
1,000  00 

2,726 
298 
100 

$225,000  00 
16,500  00 
3,300  00 
2,850  00 
4,500  00 
2  077  41 

3,750 
200 
275 

$150,000  00 
17.000  00 
4,000  00 
2,500  on 
2,000  00 
.wn  oil 

5,200 
200 

930 
20 
49 

300 

45.557 
2,118 

15 

967 

$215,000  00 
9,500  00 
3,200  00 
3,400  00 
1,950  00 

$161,705  64 

10,503  72 

2,716  38 

2,506  52 

771  20 

790  00 

$81,300  00 

11,000  00 

500  00 

1,275  00 

500  00 

1,000  00 

48,642 

$382,500  00 
23,500  00 
8,300  00 
5,900  00 
4,400  00 
5,000  00 

52,721,072  «9 
221,703  72 
47,763  38 
39,231  5i. 
34,421  20 
20, Of  2  41 

$429,600  00 

183,500  00 

$163,300  00 

$254,227  41 

$176,000  00 

;233,050  00 

$178,993  46 

$95,575  00 

53,084,195  12 

$20,000  00 
110,000  00 

60  000  00 

$35,500  00 
142,000  00 

35,000  00 

5,000  00 

48,900  00 

$6,000  00 
139,500  00 

40  000  00 

$50,000  00 
147,000  00 

75  000  00 

$25,000  00 
190,000  PO 

.sn  nnn  nn 

$26,750  00 
105,000  00 

$15,000  00 
70,000  00 

20  000  00 

$25,000  00 
1  in  nnn  nn 

$257,122  75 
1,445,617  59 

407,500  CO 

6,000  00  i     6S.?  U\ 

1,050  00   24,000  00 

60,372  50 

41,750  00 

24.500  00 

52,200  00 
3,160  00 

22,250  00 

1 

9,000  00 

40,050  00 

20,000  00   32,000  00 
14,928  70  1  10.125  00 

383,640  00 
49,838  70 

$231,750  00 

$266,400  00 

$210,000  00 

$333,360  00 

$276,933  50 

$171,800  00 

$140,978  70 

$101,125  00 

52,604,091  54 

$44,010  64 

449  77 

2,900  22 

$28,553  41 
450  00 

$12,184  67 

1,351  00 

849  26 

360  00 

8,260  00 

264  00 

38  on 

$35,692  56 
956  35 
904  79 
659  03 
2,000  00 
3,060  00 
164  34 

$12,589  61 
1,305  18 
1,714  15 
1,492  00 
6,758  44 
2,157  22 
245  00 

$41,608  15 

1,150  00 

491  01 

601  50 

$52,370  55 

860  44 

2,842  54 

1,224  01 

332  44 

794  55 

74  52 

$8,500  00 

2,500  00 

11,000  00 

575  00 

24,000  00 

500  00 

1,275  00 

$349,236  36 
12,395  65 
33,547  98 

332  42 

5,000  00 

700  00 
2,000  00 
2,201  85 

10,751  45 

81,599  74 

1,303  50 
1,027  16 

1.551  92 
190  98 

18,166  66 
3,697  50 
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Income — 

Balance,   as  per  last  report 

From  tuition   in  normal  school, 
From  tuition  in  model  school,    . . 

From  room   rents,    

From  board  of  pupils 

From   State  appropriations 

From  bequests  and  gratuities,    . 
From  all  other  sources 


Totals, 


h5^ 


05  TJ 


Is 

<^ 
■  ■a 

00  H 


n  a 


2s  . 


3^ 


i  t.  a 
<  a3 


Date  of   recognition 

Apparatus 

Increase  of  library,   periodicals,   etc 


Students'  expenses- 
Tuition  per  year  in  normal  school. 
Tuition  per  year  in  model  school. 

Board   per   weelt 

Incidental    expenses 


Expenditures — 
Total      for     salaries     of     professors      and 

teachers 

Total  for  salaries  of  other  offlcers 

Total  for  board,   washing,  etc. , 

Total  for  servants'    hire,   etc 

Total   as  above   for   improvements 

Total  for  other  expenditures 


Total    expenditures. 

Insurance — 
Insurance   on   buildings. 
Insurance  on  furniture. 


414  28 
627  07 


$46,432  40 


90  55 
253  75 


276  15      39  05 
97  11     100  00 


325  00 


J16,872  21   $24,934  07  I  $28,145  24   $60,857  20 


$60  00 


$51  00 


$42  00 


$40  00  $63  00 
12  00  10  60 
3  50       3  25 


$6,192  30 
30,662  71 


$24  29 
10,798  83 


1,560  92 

47,597  67    4,986  14 
32,117  59   10,000  00 


25,934  89   17,564  96 


$3,14140   $4,684  85  

10,685  73  

315  00  $19,800  00 

780  00 

23,739  00   52,134  64  

23,394  59   20.470  68    30,678  68 

60,000  00 

452  01  


$141,505  16   $44,935  14   $61,275  72   $77,742  18   $111,258  68 


$23,091  75 
1,065  00 
25,586  46 
8,178  89 
46,432  40 
31,351  38 


$9,954  88 
569  99 
4.729  71 
1,803  71 
16,872  21 
10,103  25 


$10,000  00 
50  00 
18,870  49 
4,868  51 
18,092  80 
6,841  27 


$11,218  88   $14,362  00 

450  00 

20,391  95 

2,438  67 
28,145  24 
8,745  48 


24,825  52 
5,988  69 

60,857  20 
2,885  17 


$135,705  88   $44,033  75 


$206,500  OO   $50,000  00 
49,000  00   40.061  00 


$58,723  07   $71,390  22  !  $108,918  58 


$111,000  00  $145,450  00 
24,000  00  '  19,625  00 


$155,850  CO 
lo.fi'  0  01) 


N"o.  6.]       Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
—  Continued . 
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500  00 
*400  00 


387  60 
592  47 


177  38 
514  47 


$55,923  77      (33,905  26       :24,287  00  44,1^8  92 


3S6  76    500  00  I  2,771  77 

684  94  500  00  '  4,094  81 


$45,980  32  I   $59,183  99  \    $49,350  00        $516,261  92 


$65  00 

30  GO 

3  45 


$2,743  72 

22,846  76 
1,825  00 


$03  00 
Free. 
2  25 


$52  50 
10  50 
3  25 


$2,041  45 


51,807  58 

45,000  00 

4,005  19 


$128,228  25 


$23,362  06 
2,250  20 

33,960  52 

7,011  69 

55,523  71 

1,57U  22 


31,023  72 
24,306  00 


7,320  22 


$64,691  39 


$7,460  00 

405  00 

14,74Q  58 

2,388  50 
33,905  26 

3,181  80 


$123,687  40      $62,081  14 


$399  07 

10,610  29 

700  00 


$50  00 
Free. 
3  60 


$52  50 
Free. 

3  50 


$42  00 


$51  00             $63  00 
Free.     I    


3  00 
10  00 


$50  29 
17,734  40 


$142  41 
17,111  80 


$2,642  38 
12,461  00 


14,635  20 
25,000  00 


7  50 
28,879  23 
47,787  25 


$51,928  28 


$11,294  00 

1,080  00 

11,803  55 

2,470  75 

24,287  00 

450  00 


3,497  56 


$97,956  23 


$13,738  10 

500  00 

31,451  10 


$51,385  30 


/.1S').375  OU  ,    $70,000  OU 
52.500  00   i 


$63,0JO  00 
5,000  00 


44,128  92 
3,522  80 


$93,340  92 


$98,933  34 
12,500  00 


34,223  70 
21,500  00 


4,373  00 
11,609  25 
49,904  96 


$1,549  34 
15,919  86 
723  00 
5,550  09 
16,649  10 
56,250  00 


$16,145  31 


25,928  99 
35,000  00 


4,755  05 


$77,732  96 


$8,729  76 
1,904  15 

25,377  84 
5,328  23 

26,261  60 
9,638  00 


$77,239  58 


J'),OOJ  Wi. 
4,200  00 


2,300  00 


290  59   $97,005  59   $77,613  95  $1,115,164  12 


$10,052  72 
1,574  27 
11,600  00 


$22,611  CO 

164,976  69 

23,363  00 

12,271  fl 

343,214  22 

421,409  75 

64,005  19 

63,312  26 


45,980  32 
4,391  57 


$73,598  88 


$10,828  00   $7,382  30 
1 
1,816  75  i    200  00 

15,846  59 

1,802  33 
59,183  99 

7,508  21 


4,118  70 

49,350  00 

500  00 


$96,985  87   $61,551  00 


$161,474  45 

11,865  36 

239,184  31 

46,398  67 

509,020  65 

90,698  15 

$1,058,641  59 


$65,000  00  I  $82,200  00  ,  $45,000  00  j  $1,363,308  34 
7,500  00    5,500  00  '  15,000  00    214,425  00 


!  $1,577,733  34 
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County  Superintendents. 


ADAMS  (.^OUNTY— J.  W.  Tliomnn. 

The  year  ^^•as  not  alone  recognized  as  the  year  of  the  great  Colum- 
bian Exposition,  but  it  was  likewise  a  year  which,  doubtless,  will 
mark  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  our  public  schools, 
not  alone  in  one  locality  but  universally  so. 

The  International  Exhibition,  the  World's  Fair,  has  done  no  less 
for  the  public  schools  than  it  has  done  for  all  departments  of  educa- 
tion, as  well  as  for  the  various  other  professions,  occupations  and  in- 
dustries. It  has  given  new  life  to  all  departments  of  work,  especially 
the  public  schools.  It  afforded  a  means  for  educators  and  teachers 
to  make  comparisons  of  work,  which  is  an  essential  to  success,  with- 
out which  the  advancement  must  be  slow  and  the  results  to  be  accom- 
plished few. 

We  have  made  an  effort  to  institute  a  school  exhibit  in  Adams. 
The  first  attempt  will  be  made  at  our  next  Teachers'  Institute.  The 
plan  of  work  was  fully  placed  before  our  teachers  a  year  ago,  and 
later,  further  instructions  were  given.  Some  A^ery  satisfactory  work 
has  already  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  which  was  ap- 
pointed to  take  in  charge  the  work  prepared  by  the  different  schools. 

Too  much  cannot  w^ell  be  done  to  bring  teachers  to  a  full  realization 
of  the  importance  of  becoming  familiar  with  the  manner,  plan  and 
methods  used  by  their  fellow  teachers. 

A  great  many  failures  can  be  attributed  to  a  limited  acquaintance 

with  the  work  of  the  profession  outside  of  teachers'  own  schools  or 

districts.     What  could  we  expect  from  a  farmer  who  would  coniiue 

himself  to  his  own  farm,  or  practice  the  plans  of  his  ancestors  for  a 
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period  of  years,  and  deny  himself  of  all  the  advancement  made 
abroad?  Would  he  not  in  a  very  short  time  become  doomed?  Yet,  we 
have  teachers  who  are  found  doing  the  same  thing.  We  must  get 
away  from  this  danger,  the  sooner  the  better. 

There  is  a  constantly  increasing  demand  for  better  and  more  in- 
telligent teaching.  We  need  less  culture  or  scholastic  attainment, 
but  more  professional  training,  that  our  teachers  may  become  more 
proficient  in  their  profession. 

There  were  six  new  houses  built  during  the  year:  One  in  Butler, 
two  in  Franklin,  one  in  Hamilton,  one  in  Hamiltonban  and  one  in  Mt. 
Joy.  There  are  several  new  buildings  to  be  erected  this  year:  one  in 
Oonewago,  one  in  Oxford  and  one  in  Mt.  Pleasant. 

Directors  are  making  decided  progress  in  building  and  furnishing 
new  houses.  They  no  longer  think  that  school  property  should  be 
inferior  to  that  of  their  own,  as  was  the  prevailing  notion  in  the  past, 
but  instead,  when  new  houses  are  to  be  erected,  the  most  desirable 
location  is  selected,  the  most  skillful  mechanics  are  chosen,  and 
nothing  short  of  the  best  material  is  used.  The  old  fashioned  furni- 
ture is  supei*eeded  b}'  the  latest  improved  and  best  furniture. 

Great  attention  is  given  to  the  heating  and  lighting  of  rooms, 
■s\  hich  was  hardly  given  a  thought  years  ago.  In  this  particular,  di- 
rectors' attention  is  called  to  the  new  house  at  Pine  Kun,  Hamilton 
township.  The  room  is  heated  by  a  furnace  placed  in  the  cellar,  and 
by  the  means  of  four  registers  the  heat  is  distributed  equally  in  all 
parts  of  the  room.  Not  as  has  been  my  experience,  that  when  a 
single  stove  is  used,  in  mid  winter,  when  the  temperature  registers 
zero,  and  sometimes  even  colder,  that  some  children,  who  are  sta- 
tioned near  a  red  hot  stove,  almost  roast,  and  others,  in  the  rear,  or 
at  some  remote  distance  from  the  stove,  become  icicles. 

Should  not  this  state  of  affairs  be  remedied  when  it  is  possible  to 
do  so,  at  a  small  expense,  and  especially  when  no  more  fuel  is  required 
than  in  the  ordinary  and  very  unsatisfactory  way?  Directors,  be- 
fore ei*ecting  new  buildings,  should  spend  a  little  time  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  the  best  and  latest  improved  plans.  They  will  save 
money,  and  add  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  all  concerned. 

Our  schools  have  been  materially  benefitted  by  the  free  text  book 
law,  yet  we  find  that  there  are  some  persons  who  antagonize  it  as  do 
they  all  other  improvements.  Notwithstanding  the  slight  opposition, 
it  has  been  a  great  means  for  good.  Coming  at  the  time  it  did, 
nothing  could  have  been  more  highly  appreciated  in  our  county. 

We  were  just  ready  to  assert  that  the  graded  couree  of  study,  which 
we  had  successfully  used  for  a  period  of  two  years,  was  doing  for  us 
what  nothing  has  ever  done  before,  in  the  way  of  having  all  pupils 
of  certain  grades  to  study  all  the  branches  required  by  law  to  be 
taught;  but  for  want  of  books,  in  many  instances,  some  of  our  most 
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studious  and  aggressive  pupUs  were  retarded  in  their  progress.  Just 
then  the  State,  giving  us  free  text  books,  placed  us  on  such  a  basis  that 
we  are  enabled  to  do  the  work  which  was  our  highest  ambition  to  ac 
complish:  To  give  e^^erj'  boy  and  girl  a  good,  well-rounded,  common 
school  education  before  leaving  the  public  schools ;  to  give  them  sucli  a 
practical  training  that  will  at  least  prepare  them  to  engage  in  the 
various  occupations  and  foUow  the  different  business  pursuits  in  life, 
with  fuU  confidence  in  themselves. 

The  county  institute  held  in  Gettysburg,  Nov.  27  to  Dec.  1,  was  the 
largest  ever  held  in  the  county.  All  the  teachers,  but  two,  w^ere  in 
attendance.  In  connection  with  the  institute,  the  second  aniniul 
meeting  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held  in  the  public  school 
building.  The  attendance  surpassed  that  of  our  expectations. 
Papers  were  read  and  important  school  questions  discussed  by  promi- 
nent members  of  the  association.  Dr.  Greo.  B.  Hancher,  Principal  of 
the  Kutztown  State  Normal  School,  delivered  an  able  and  instruc- 
tive lecture  on  the  "Duties  and  Responsibilities  of  Directors." 

During  the  year  all  the  schools  were  visited  once,  and  some  of  them 
twice.  In  addition  to  this,  we  attended  seven  district  institutes  and 
a  number  of  local  meetings. 

The  graduating  class  numbered  sixty-six,  fifty-nine  receiving 
diplomas  and  seven  certificates  of  scholarship.  It  is  with  some  pleas- 
ure that  I  note,  from  observation,  that  most  of  our  former  graduates 
have  not  reached  the  conclusion  that  they  have  finished  their  educa- 
tion, but  instead,  with  few  exceptions,  they  are  longing  for  a  training 
beyond  that  acquired  in  the  common  schools.  Some  are  in  attend- 
ance at  State  Normal  Schools  or  Academies,  and  some  are  taking  a 
collegiate  course. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Department 
for  their  kindness,  and  aU  who  have  in  any  way  contributed  to  the 
success  of  the  schools. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— Samuel  Hamilton. 

Excellent  work  has  been  done  in  this  county  during  the  past  jenv. 
The  interest  in  education  has  not  abated  and  the  efforts  put  forth 
by  our  teachers  were  fully  up  to  those  of  former  years. 

County  Institute. 

The  county  institute  last  year  was  the  largest  ever  held  in  the 
county.     It  enrolled  811  teachers.     The  largest  one  prior  to  this  en- 
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rolled  739  teachers.     The  diA'ision  \N'ork  inaugurated  in  our  institute 
last  year  was  continued.. 

The  teachers  ^^•ere  divided  into  four  classes,  each  occupying  a  sepa- 
rate room.  Thus  four  large  institutes  or  training  schools  were  in  S'.-s- 
sion  at  one  time.  Many  good  institutes  have  been  held  in  this  county, 
but  none,  we  believe,  was  more  successful,  helpful  and  practical  than 
this  one. 

Visits. 

During  the  year  514  visits  were  made  to  the  schools,  and  52  edu- 
cational meetings  were  attended. 

Directore'  Association. 

The  fifth  annual  meeting  of  this  organization  was  held  November 
15,  ISD.'J.  Al:K)ut  one  hundred  directors  attended  it.  In  addition  to 
the  regular  programme,  Supt.  John  Morrow  delivered  an  excellent 
address. 

Districts. 

Three  new  districts  were  formed  during  the  year.  I'itcairn  bor- 
ough from  Patton  township,  Sheraden  Bowry  from  Chai-tiers  town- 
ship, and  Christy  I'ark  from  A'ersiiilles  township.  Mansfield  i-Aid 
Chartiers  boroughs  were  consolidated  under  the  name  of  Carnegie. 
A  portion  of  Braddock  township  containing  a  school  with  eight  rooms 
was  annexed  to  Braddock  bonmgh,  and  a  section  of  Shaler  township, 
with  a  school  of  four  rooms,  was  made  a  part  of  Millvale. 

Improvements. 

Sewickley. — This  distiict  erected  one  of  the  finest  buildings  in 
the  State  at  a  cost  of  $90,000.  It  is  built  of  fire  brick,  heated  and  ven- 
tilated by  the  Bennett  &  Peck  system,  and  contains  twenty-six 
rooms. 

Homestead  erected  a  splendid  building  at  a  cost  of  |42,000.  It  con- 
tains ten  rooms  and  is  heated  and  ventilated  with  the  Smead  system, 
with  a  telethermometer  attiiched  which  registers  the  temperature  of 
each  room  at  the  furnace  in  the  basement. 

Oakmont  built  an  addition  of  eight  rooms  and  an  assembly  room  to 
its  building  at  a  cost  of  |32,000.  It  is  heated  and  ventilated  by  the 
Smead  system. 

Rankin  erected  a  brick  containing  nine  rooms  at  a  cost  of  $31,000. 
It  is  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Bennett  &  Peck  system. 

Duquesne  built  a  brick  containing  eight  rooms  at  a  cost  of  |20,000. 
It  is  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Bennett  &  Peck  system. 

Mifflin  added  a  two  story  brick  at  Munhall  at  a  total  cost  of  $23,000. 
It  contains  eight  rooms  and  is  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Bennett 
&  Peck  system. 
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Ben  AYon  built  an  elegant  building  at  a  cost  of  $21,000.  It  is  con- 
structed of  fire  brick,  contains  eight  rooms,  and  is  heated  by  the 
Smead  system. 

Upper  St.  Clair  added  a  two-story  frame  containing  four  rooms. 

Braddock  township  erected  a  two-story  brick  with  eight  rooms, 
heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Smead  system  at  a  cost  of  (about) 
$30,000. 

Numerous  other  smaller  buildings  were  erected  in  various  parts  of 
our  county  and  in  all  a  sum  not  less  than  |300,000.00  was  put  into 
permanent  school  improvements. 

Conclusion. 

The  educational  forces  of  our  county,  we  believe,  were  never  better 
organized  to  accomplish  their  legitimate  purposes  than  now.  The 
average  length  of  our  school  term  (now  8.3  months)  is  gradually  in- 
creasing, directors  are  furnishing  better  school  facilities,  and  teachers 
are  becoming  more  efficient.  Under  these  favorable  conditions  the 
outlook  for  the  future  is  certainlv  encouraging. 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY— W.  M.  Jackson. 

This,  our  first  annual  report,  must  of  necessity  be  brief.  Although 
our  schools  have  not  made  any  miraculous  strides  in  the  way  of  im- 
provement, yet  we  think  that  they  have  been  improving  gradually. 
Our  teachers  are  generalh"  faithful  and  persevering,  striving  to  im- 
prove both  themselves  and  their  schools.  Many  of  our  younger 
teachers  are  now  attending  some  of  the  Normal  schools.  Our  teach- 
ei*s  need  a  more  thorough  study  of  good  literature  and  a  keener  appre- 
ciation of  its  value  as  a  moral  agent.  We  regret  that  there  are  not 
more  school  libraries.  Many  of  the  districts  do  not  have  as  much  as 
a  dictionary  in  the  schools.  While  this  is  true  of  a  majority  of  the 
rural  districts,  some  are  purchasing  a  few  books  of  reference  for  each 
school,  such  as  dictionaries  and  cyclopedias;  and  all  of  the  town 
schools  have  libraries. 

Our  annual  institute  was  ^'ery  largely  attended  and  was  pro- 
nounced by  many  as  the  best  held  in  our  county  for  a  number  of  years. 
The  sixteen  teachers  not  in  attendance  were  kept  away  on  account  of 
sickness.  Ninety-four  directors  were  enrolled,  a  larger  attendance, 
we  believe,  than  at  any  previous  institute.  In  addition  to  the  direc- 
tors and  teachers,  from  two  hundred  to  five  hundred  spectators  were 
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present.  Our  instructors  were  Miss  Belle  Thomas,  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  Jr., 
Profs.  I.  K  Moore,  G.  H.  Hugus  and  Palmer  Robinson,  Supt.  Beer 
and  Hon.  S.  E.  Sejfert.  On  Thursday  afternoon  (directors'  day)  the 
Grand  Opera  House  was  crowded  to  its  utmost.  The  directors  wej'e 
addressed  by  Ex-Supt.  Hugus.  Our  evening  programme  was  filled  by 
Thayer,  Ingalls,  Perkins  and  the  Columbia  Concert  Company.  Dur- 
ing our  institute  the  subject  of  Civil  Government  was  discussed  by 
both  teachers  and  directors.  It  is  hoped  that  the  fundamental  laws 
of  our  State  and  Nation  will  be  studied  in  the  next  year  by  every 
pupil  in  the  higher  grades  of  the  schools  of  Armstrong  county.  What 
we  greatly  need  are  more  intelligent  voters  to  offset  the  products  of 
the  slums  and  saloons. 

Some  of  our  districts  have  adopted  graded  courses  of  study  which 
seem  to  be  bringing  the  schools  of  those  districts  closer  together. 
We  hope  that  more  will  follow  until  all  the  ungraded  schools  haA^e 
one  course.  It  seems  that  this  is  of  as  much  importance  as  having 
good  teachers.  Have  your  work  planned  and  then  work  your  plan. 
Most  of  our  townships  have  good  school  houses  and  many  are  making 
improvements  as  rapidly  as  they  can,  but  some  districts  have  houses 
that  are  entirely  unfit  for  use.  The  outhouses  in  many  cases  are  not 
what  they  should  be;  but  we  have  been  calling  the  attention  of  both 
teachers  and  directors  to  this  fact  and  hope  that  before  another  year 
has  passed  that  these  will  be  rebuilt  according  to  the  specifications 
in  the  last  law. 

And  now,  in  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  directors  of  the  county 
for  their  hearty  support  and  co-operation,  the  teachers,  pupils  and 
people  for  their  many  courtesies,  the  press  of  the  county  for  encour- 
agement and  space  given  for  educational  items,  and  the  Department 
for  assistance  and  advice. 


BEAVER  COUNTY— J.  G.  HUlman. 

I  hereby  present  a  brief  report  of  the  educational  affairs  of  Beaver 
county  for  the  school  year  ending  June  4,  1894,  and  while  we  cannot 
rei)ort  such  advancement  as  we  hoped  for,  yet  there  have  been  no 
backward  steps.  We  have  at  least  held  what  we  gained  in  former 
3'ears. 

Last  year  there  was  a  decided  advance  in  a  number  of  the  boroughs 
and  townships  in  teachers'  wages  and  length  of  term.  We  expected 
even  greater  advancement  this  year,  but  with  n  f(^w  exceptions  our 
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expectations  were  not  realized.  But  we  have  faith  in  the  good  inten- 
tions of  the  people  and  when  they  understand  fully  that  the  increase 
in  the  State  appropriation  was  intended  to  increase  the  efficiency 
of  the  schools  rather  than  to  lessen  local  taxation  for  school  purposes, 
we  will  be  able  to  make  a  report  that  will  be  creditable  to  the  intelli- 
gence of  our  citizens. 

The  directors  in  the  sereral  districts  of  the  county  have  made  an 
honest  effort  to  comply  with  the  law  in  regard  to  furnishing  text 
books  and  supplies,  but  the  taxes  had  been  levied  before  it  was  gen- 
(irally  known  that  the  boards  were  to  provide  these  things  and,  in 
consequence,  the  supply,  in  some  districts,  for  want  of  money,  was 
inadequate.     There  will  no  necessity  for  this  hereafter. 

Nearly  every  school  board  made  an  effort  to  comply  with  the  law  in 
regard  to  outbuildings.     This  year  we  shall  expect  all  to  do  so. 

Houses. 

Last  fall  the  board  of  Logstown,  Ind.  District  built  a  good  well-ar- 
ranged, two-roomed  house  at  Aliquippa. 

The  Fallston  board  built  one  of  the  finest  houses  in  the  county.  It 
ib  brick  with  two  stories  and  basement,  containing  four  school  rooms, 
office  and  school  hall.  It  is  arranged  for  an  improved  system  of  heat- 
ing, ventilation,  etc.,  which  will  be  put  in  in  the  near  future.  I'he 
entire  cost  will  be  about  ten  thousand  dollars. 

With  a  few  exceptions  our  school  houses  are  comfortably  furnished. 
We  need  many  new  and  better  blackboards. 

I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  our  teachers  to  the  fact  that  the  way 
to  get  better  apparatus  and  appliances  and  more  of  them  is  to  show 
our  school  directors  and  patrons  the  value  of  them  by  intelligently 
using  what  we  already  have.  Very  few  school  boards  will  refuse  to 
provide  what  is  really  necessary. 

The  citizens  of  the  Stokes  and  the  Eakin  district,  in  Brighton  town- 
ship, have  each  provided  a  library  of  about  one  hundred,  carefully 
selected  volumes  and  the  school  board  has  put  a  good  book  case  in 
each  of  these  school  houses.  Such  intelligent  enterprise  deserves 
especial  mention.    We  hope  to  be  able  to  speak  of  others  next  year. 

Two  new  school  districts  were  made  this  year:  Aliquippa  Boro., 
from  a  part  of  Logstown  Ind.,  and  Daugherty  township  from  a  part  of 
Pulaski  township.     We  now  have  fifty  districts  in  the  county. 
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A  system  like  this,  rigidly  enforced,  will  keep  the  loss  of  books  down 
to  a  minimum  and  will  be  objected  to  by  none  except  such  as  may 
choose  to  be  careless.  Unless  such  measures  are  taken  and  put  into 
effect  the  loss  will  eventually  be  greater  than  this  year. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  return  my  thanks  to  dii'ectors,  teacher's, 
patrons,  pupils  and  minister's,  to  the  press,  the  Department  and  the 
people  for  their  assistance,  their  kind  treatment  and  hearty  good 
will. 


BEEKS  COUNTY— W.  M.  Zechman. 

In  my  second  report  to  the  State,  I  indicated  some  work  that  should 
be  done,  and  that  we  are  ti-ying  to  accomplish.  In  last  yeai'^s  report 
I  showed  the  improvements  in  each  district;  and  this  year  I  can,  in 
a  great  measure,  state  the  result  of  this  material  progress. 

Every  district  has  free  books  and  supplies.  We  are  getting  longer 
terms  and  better  salaries.  A  number  of  school  houses  were  ei-ected 
during  the  year,  furnished  with  improved  furniture;  a  great  deal  of 
apparatus  was  bought,  charts,  maps,  globes,  dictionaries,  etc.  I^i- 
braries  are  being  established  in  almost  every  district. 

Teachers  are  awakening  to  their  repsonsibilities.  Better  classili- 
cation,  more  uniform  course  of  study,  more  interest  manifested  on  the 
part  of  pupils,  more  regular  attendance,  and  a  longer  continuance  in 
school;  these  are  some  of  the  ix^ults  of  the  free  text-book  system. 

Educational  Meetings. 

A  number  of  educational  meetings  were  held  during  the  year.  The 
interest  manifested  in  these  meetings  indicated  the  spirit  of  progix^s 
peraieating  our  educational  atmosphere. 

The  first  meeting  held,  was  the  Directors'  Convention.  A  uum))er 
of  questions  were  discussed. 

A  county  institute  was  held  September  25th  to  20th,  1893.  We 
had  a  good  corps  of  instructors  and  lecturers.  Mrs.  H.  E.  Munroe  and 
Prof.  M.  Gr.  Brumbaugh  deserve  special  mention.  Local  institutes 
were  held  in  Mohnsville,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Strausstown,  Stouchsburg, 
Hamburg,  Shoemakers\ille,  Albany,  Kutztoiwn,  Fleetwood,  Huff's 
Church,  Boyertown,  Dougiassville,  Gibraltar,  Alsace  and  Robesonia. 

Exhibits. 

The  exhibits  of  school  work  at  the  county  and  local  institutes  de- 
serve special  mention.     Two'  years  ago  we  had  the  first  exhibit  at  tlie 
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county  institute.  The  teachers  were  so  well  satisfied,  that  this 
brought  a  great  deal  of  work  to  the  local  institute  during  the  tenn. 

This  interested  the  farmere  and  all  those  interested  in  agriculture 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
passed  at  the  county  institute. 

Resolved,  That  the  first  principles  of  agriculture  should  be  taught 
in  our  rural  distrct  schools,  that  there  is  no  instruction  approaching 
nearer  to  the  practical  needs  of  far  the  majority  of  the  pupils  attend- 
ing such  schools  for  the  reason  that  so  large  a  per  cent,  of  our  popu- 
lation is  directly  connected  with  the  business  of  agriculture,  and  that 
in  order  to  consummate  a  plan  by  which  the  initiatory  steps  may  be 
taken  effectively,  bearing  on  this  highly  important  instraction  and 
practical  information  for  the  children  of  our  farmers,  we  recommend 
that  the  County  Superintendent  apjwint  a  committee  of  three  mem- 
bers of  this  institute  to  confer  with  the  officers  of  the  Berks  County 
Agricultural  and  Horticultural  Society  to  determine  what  elementary 
facts  treating  on  farming  could  with  profit  be  taught  to  such  children, 
and  prepare  a  report  to  be  presented  at  the  next  convention  of  this 
association. 

Resolved,  That  the  educational  interests  of  our  County  would  be 
measurably  enhanced  if  an  educational  exhibit  department  would  be 
established  in  connection  with  the  Berks  County  Agricultural  and 
Horticultural  Society's  Fair,  for  the  purix)se  of  displaying  products 
of  school  work  of  pupils  attending  the  borough  and  township  schools 
in  this  county,  believing  that  an  exposition  of  such  work,  open  for 
public  inspection  during  the  continuance  of  the  annual  fair,  would 
produce  a  great  stimulating  influence  to  further  the  interests  of  our 
imblic  schools,  and  that  it  would  sen-e  as  the  most  effective  means 
to  elicit  parental  co-operation,  in  that  a  greater  number  of  our  patrons 
would  become  directly  interested  in  the  school  work  of  their  children 
than  under  the  present  regime,  in  connection  with  the  Berks  County 
Teacher's  Institute,  which  affords  but  little  time  and  opportunity  for 
those  interested  in  school  products  to  view  and  study  them;  and  we 
believe  that  a  small  outlay  of  money  expended  for  premiums,  certi- 
ficates and  diplomas,  to  be  granted  to  schools  and  pupils,  would 
largely  attract  favorable  attention  and  support  to  maintain  our  sys- 
tem of  free  education;  and  that  in  view  of  the  foregoing  reasons,  we 
recommend  that  the  Superintendent  appoint  a  committee  of  five 
teachers  to  confer  with  the  officers  of  the  Berks  County  Agricul- 
tural and  Horticultural  Society  with  a  view  to  make  such  arrange- 
ments by  which  the  interest  and  spirit  of  this  resolution  will  be 
faithfully  carried  into  practice,  granting  said  committee  full  power 
to  act"  The  indications  are  that  we  will  have  a  very  creditable  ex- 
hibit at  the  County  Fail".  One  teacher  (secondary)  sent  in  seventy- 
two  different  kinds  of  wood  found  within  a  radius  of  six  miles. 
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Improvements. 

Womelsdorf  bought  maps,  book  cases,  charts,  adopted  a  course  of 
study  and  increased  the  salaries. 

Fleetwood  increased  the  salaries  and  bought  book  cases. 

Hamburg  cemented  the  cellar  and  increased  the  salary  of  the  High 
school. 

Topton  bought  book  cases  and  Busy  Work  table. 

Birdsboro  bought  music  charts  and  introduced  music  into  the 
course  of  study. 

Boyertown  opened  another  school,  increased  the  salary  of  the 
High  school  and  bought  charts. 

Cuml*u  erected  a  two-roomed  building  in  Shillington  and  bought 
furniture  for  one  room. 

Kutztown  finished  an  eight-roomed  building.  This  building  is  sec- 
ond to  none  in  Berks  County.  The  Smead  system  of  heating  and  ven- 
tilation is  used.     This  district  also  bought  charts  and  maps. 

Spring  opened  another  school  in  the  West  Reading  building,  erected 
a  school  building  in  Spohn's  district,  bought  furniture  for  two 
houses  and  improved  and  repaired  their  out-houses. 

Lower  Alsace  increased  the  salaries  and  bought  book  cases. 

Brecknock  erected  a  school  house,  bought  furniture  for  one  house 
and  increased  the  salaries. 

Caernan^on  painted  and  repaired  four  houses. 

Union  painted  and  repaired  their  houses. 

Lenhartsville  bought  book  cases,  books  and  supplies. 

Greenwich  repaired  their  houses  and  bought  supplies  and  books. 

Albany  bought  books,  supplies  and  charts,  has  good  school  houses 
with  improved  furniture. 

Penn  bought  books  and  supplies. 

Bernville  bought  books  and  supplies. 

Bethel  created  a  new  district  and  erected  a  school  house  in  the 
same,  and  bought  furniture  for  one  room. 

Tulpehocken  bought  books  and  supplies. 

Marion  has  longer  term,  bought  books,  supi>lies  and  charts. 

North  Heidelberg  bought  books,  supplies  and  book  cases. 

Longswamp  bought  books  and  supplies  and  repaired  houses. 

Centre  graded  their  schools  and  increased  their  salaries. 

Centreport  bought  books  and  supplies. 

Ontelaunee  bought  books,  supplies  and  charts. 

Lower  Heidelberg  erected  a  four-roomed  school  building  in  Wei-- 
nersville;  the  building  is  first  class,  an  ornament  to  the  town  and  a 
credit  to  the  Board.  This  district  lengthened  the  term  and  bought 
books  and  supplies. 

Heidelberg  bought  books,  supplies  and  reading  charts. 
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Muhlenberg  bought  books,  supplies  and  book  cases,  and  increased 
salary, 

Windsor  bought  books,  supplies  and  book  cases. 

Tilden  bought  books,  supplies  and  book  cases. 

Upper  Tulpehocken  bought  supplies,  books  and  book  eases, 

Oley  bought  books,  supplies  and  book  cases  and  increased  salary. 

Exeter  bought  supplies  and  book  cases. 

Kobeson  bought  books  and  supplies. 

Perry  bought  books  and  supplies  and  erected  a  school  house  in 
Mohrsville. 

Pleasantville  bought  books  and  supplies. 

Earl  bought  books,  supplies  and  charts. 

Upper  Bern  bought  books,  supplies  and  book  cases. 

Pike  bought  books,  supplies  and  book  cases. 

Jefferson  built  a  school  house  in  the  Yost  district,  bought  books, 
supplies,  book  cases  and  library  for  the  Schaefferstown  school. 

Richmond  erected  a  school  house,  bought  furniture,  books  and  sup- 
plies. 

Ruscombmanor,  furniture  for  four  I'ooms  and  supplies. 

^Usace,  furniture  for  t\\'0  rooms,  books  and  supplies. 

Amit3'  bought  books,  charts  and  supplies. 

Douglass,  charts,  books  and  supplies. 

District  bought  books,  supi>lit^,  book  casc^  and  furniture  for  all 
of  their  houses. 

Hereford,  longer  term,  bought  books,  supplies  and  book  cases. 

Washington  bought  books,  supplies  and  book  cases. 

Colebrookdale,  charts,  books  and  supi)lies. 

Bechtels\ille  bought  books,  supplies  and  book  cases. 

Rockland  n^paired  houses  and  bought  supplies. 

Maxatawney  erected  a  school  house  in  Swoyer's  district,  bought 
fui'niture,  books  and  supplies. 

Bern  bought  books,  supplies  and  book  cases. 

Maidencreek  built  an  addition  to  the  Upper  Blandon  house,  graded 
the  schools  and  opened  another  school,  bought  books,  supplies  and 
book  cases  and  slate  black  boards. 

School  Libraries. 

Every  school  house  in  Pennsj^lvania  should  have  a  library  of  at  least 
a  half  a  dozen  good  books.  The  question  of  hovv;  and  where  to  keep 
such  books  is  solved.  We  have  today  in  each  school  house  a  book  case 
for  the  district  books.  Such  a  library  should  be  kept  at  the  same 
place. 

I  will  give  the  inquiry  that  I  had  in  reference  to  readable  books,  in 
one  of  the  manv  schools  that  I  visited.     The  class  was  reading  a 
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piimarj  history  ol  tne  United  States,  subject,  Abraham  Lincoln; 
topic,  educational  advantages.  The  pupil  read  that  Lincoln  received 
his  early  literary  training  by  reading  "Pilgrim's  Progress,"  etc.,  etc. 
I  asked  "How  many  of  you  ever  read  'Pilgrim's  Progress  ?' "  Not  one 
replied  in  the  affirmative.  "How  many  would  like  to  read  it?"  I 
asked.  All  raised  their  hands.  "Why  do  you  not  read  it?"  I  inquired. 
"We  haven't  the  book."  The  same  was  true  of  all  the  other  books.  I 
thought  to  myself,  are  we  staridng  these  children  along  the  line  of 
literature?  Are  we  doing  our  duty  towards  them?  Is  it  not  our 
duty  to  see  that  this  literaiy  taste  is  cultivated  in  our  schools?  If 
these  children  have  no  books  at  home  to  read,  should  we  not  provide 
them  with  readable  matter?  If  we  do  not  direct  their  reading,  will 
they  select  that  which  is  wholesome  and  beneficial?  Ah!  I  know  too 
well.  Place  good,  readable  books  in  every  school  house  in  the  land 
and  you  will  be  the  instruments  of  making  thousands  and  thousands 
of  Lincolns.  Foster  and  cultivate  a  taste  for  good  literature  in  each 
child  and  your  prison  and  penitentiary  walls  will  cnimble  into  dust. 

How  can  this  be  done?  Let  the  State  appropriate  about  |2.00  for 
each  school.  Let  the  Superintendent  appoint  one  teacher  and  one 
director  from  each  township  and  borough  to  meet  at  some  convenient 
place  and  then  and  there  lump  this  money  and  select  books  for  the 
first  year.  We  could  buy  at  least  two  good  books  for  the  first  year. 
We  need  no  more.  Do  tliis  the  second  year  and  then  the  nucleus  is 
formed.  Many  a  teacher,  many  a  director,  many  a  citizen  would  help 
it  along  after  it  is  begun. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  all  those  who  have  aided  me  in 
furthering  the  cause  of  education  in  Berks  County. 


BLAIR  COUNTY— Henry  S.  Wertz. 

The  past  year  show^ed  indications  of  progress.  Some  of  the  en- 
couraging features  connected  with  our  schools  were  the  erection  of 
new  school  houses,  repairing  and  renovating  old  ones,  lengthening  of 
the  school  term,  increase  of  teachers'  salaries  and  increased  interest 
in  educational  meetings. 

New  houses  were  built  in  Tyrone  borough,  Logan  and  Juniata  town- 
ships. The  house  built  in  Tyrone  is  a  substantial  brick  structure, 
containing  eight  school  rooms  and  one  assembly  room,  heated  and  v^en- 
tilated  by  the  Bennett  and  Peck  system.  It  is  furnished  throughout 
with  the  latest  and  best  appliances.  For  architectural  design,  con- 
venience and  comfort,  it  is  unsurpassed  in  the  county. 
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The  houses  built  in  Logan,  Freedom  and  Juniata  txjwnships  are 
good  frame  buildings,  supplied  with  improved  furniture  and  slate 
boards.  The  school  house  at  Elizabeth  Furnace,  Antis  township, 
was  remodelled,  making  it  the  equivalent  of  a  new  house  at  a  nomi- 
nal cost. 

Houses  were  also  renewed  in  Blair,  Grreenfield,  Huston  and  Wood- 
bury townships. 

School  grounds  were  enlarged  and  improved  in  some  districts  and 
out-houses  at  many  places  were  built  to  conform  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  law. 

Teachers'  wages  were  increased  in  nearly  every  district  of  the 
county,  which  sustained  the  adage,  "Better  compensation,  better 
teachers."  Directors  not  only  met  the  requirements  of  the  law  by 
furnishing  the  necessary  text  books  and  supplies,  but  in  a  number 
of  districts  the  schools  were  supplied  with  unabridged  dictionaries. 

The  Directors'  and  Teachers'  Union  met  at  Lakemont  last  August. 
The  program  arranged  for  the  occasion  proved  interesting  and  bene- 
ficial. This  organization  is  steadily  growing  in  popularity,  having  the 
strong  support  of  the  ministry'  and  many  of  the  legal  fraternity  of  the 
county. 

It  promises  to  become  a  strong  factor  in  the  educational  alfairs  of 
our  county.  The  Blair  County  Teachers'  Union  held  meetings  at  Al- 
toona,  Bellwood,  Hollidaysburg,  Martinsburg  and  Millville.  Each 
meeting  was  well  attended  and  gave  evidence  of  educational  growth. 

The  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  at  Hollidaysburg  November 
20  to  24,  1893.  In  attendance  and  interest  it  was  equal  to  any  former 
institute  held  in  the  county.  The  attendance  was  unusually  large 
on  directors'  day.  The  interest  of  that  day  was  intensified  by  the 
presence  of  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Supt.  of  Public  Instruction,  who  en- 
tertained and  instructed  the  audience  by  characteristic  addresses. 

The  institute  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Supt.  of  Public 
Instruction,  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Prin.  Cumberland  VaUey,  S.  N.  S., 
Prof.  W.  W.  Deatrick,  S.  N.  S.,  Kutztown,  Pa.,  Prof.  J.  A.  Stewart, 
Prin.  Hollidaysburg  Schools,  Miss  Lottie  E.  Jones,  Danville,  HI.,  and 
Prof.  Geo.  E.  Little,  Washington,  D.  C. 

We  made  420  visits  to  schools  during  the  year  and  were  generally 
encouraged  by  witnessing  the  use  of  improved  methods,  and  increased 
attendance  and  interest.  Directors  and  patrons  frequently  accom- 
panied us  on  these  visits,  thus  pro\ing  their  interest  in  the  cause  of 
popular  education. 

In  conclusion  we  desire  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, teachers,  directors,  the  press  of  Blair  county  and  the  general 
public  for  favors  granted  and  courtesies  shown. 
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BRADFORD  COUNTY— G.  W.  Ryan. 

The  instructors  at  the  county  institute  were  Dr.  S.  H.  Albro,  Prof- 
essors Gr.  B.  Hancher,  L.  I.  Handy,  G.  E.  Little,  E.  E.  Quinlan,  C.  M. 
Harding,  W.  O.  Robinson,  0.  P.  Garrison,  D.  Fleisher,  H.  S.  Putnam 
and  Supt.  J.  M.  Coughlin.. 

Lectures  were  delivered  by  Dr.  Willitts,  Col.  Copeland,  Professors 
Handy  and  Little;  Henry  Kellar  gave  an  evening  entertainment. 

The  Directors'  Association  of  the  county  held  a  very  interesting 
and  profitable  session  at  the  institute  Dec.  23. 

In  far  too  many  districts  the  increased  appropriation  has  been  used 
to  reduce  taxation.  The  school  law  should  be  so  amended  as  to  com- 
pel school  boards  to  use  this  increase  for  longer  school  year,  better 
wages  and  improvement  of  property — a  reasonable  amount  for  each 
of  the  above  objects — and  the  affidavit  should  contain  a  clause,  as  the 
basis  of  obtaining  the  money,  that  it  has  been  used  as  suggested 
above. 

So  also  the  penalty  for  not  complying  with  the  law  as  to  construc- 
tion and  care  of  closet  out-buildings  should  be  loss  of  State  appro- 
priation, instead  of  removal  of  directors  from  office,  on  complaint  of 
five  citizens,  as  that  number  of  complainants  could  rarely  be  secui*ed. 

Speed  the  time  when  the  county  may  be  rid  of  agents  who  bore 
directors  into  purchasing  expensive  apparatus,  little  needed,  and 
less  used,  when  many  essentials  are  lamentably  scarce  or  wholly 
wanting. 

The  effect  of  the  new  free  text  book  and  supply  law  is,  in  many 
cases  to  shorten  the  school  year,  and  to  reduce  teachers'  wages. 

I  am  truly  grateful  to  all  who  have  contributed  to  the  advancement 
of  educational  affairs  in  the  countv. 


BUCKS  COUNTY— W.  S.  Slotter. 

A  review  of  the  years's  work  reveals  many  facts  of  interest  and 
en  cou  ra  gement . 

Sixteen  districts  had  their  schools  open  nine  months,  six,  ten 
months,  six,  eight  months,  ten,  seven  months,  and  one,  six  and  three- 
fourths  months. 

The  average  term  was  eight  and  fifty-five  hundredths  months — an 
increase  of  two-tenths  month. 
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Of  the  seventeen  districts  that  were  without  free  books  at  the  time 
the  text  book  law  went  into  effect,  fifteen  furnished  all  the  books 
needed.  One  of  the  remaining  two  furnished  all  except  the  geog- 
raphies, the  other  furnished  all  except  the  readers.  Free  books  are 
a  decided  help  to  the  schools  and  a  relief  to  the  parents. 

We  had  a  larger  number  of  well  prepared,  earnest,  devoted  teachers, 
who  planned  their  work  well,  interested  their  pupils,  and  directed 
the  energies  of  the  schools  towards  definite  ends.  We  had  fewer 
faOures.  More  of  them  read  the  professional  reading  suggested  by 
the  committee  appointed  at  the  county  institute.  The  course  em- 
braced the  following  books:  Pestalozzi's  "Leonard  and  Gertrude,,  and 
"Fitch's  Lectures  on  Teaching"  for  those  holding  Normal  diplomas 
or  permanent  certificates;  Allen's  "Mind  Studies  for  Young  Teachers" 
and  Painter's  "History  of  Education"  for  those  holding  i)rofessional 
certificates;  Howland's  "Practical  Hints  to  Teaehers"  and  Brook's 
"]Nrethods''  for  those  holding  provisional  certificates. 

A  larger  number  of  the  teachers'  organizations  did  good  work.  In 
Bristol  township,  Middletown  and  Southampton  the  monthly  teachers' 
UKK'tings  referred  to  in  my  last  year's  rei)ort,  were  continued  with 
marked  success. 

The  directors,  too,  were  more  actively  interested.  This  is  plainly 
indicated  by  the  number  of  visits  they  paid  to  the  schools  and  llie 
time  thej  spent  there.  We  have  ninety-one  school  libraries,  liaving 
5,010  volumes.  In  Northampton,  a  library  fund  was  secured  by  a 
course  of  lectures  given  at  Richboro. 

Sellersville  had  a  lecture  course  for  the  same  purjiose.  Jioth 
courses  were  arranged  and  conducted  successfully  by  the  teachers 
of  the  districts.  These  lectures  not  only  afforded  profitable  entertain- 
ment to  the  people  of  the  communities  in  which  tliey  weie  given,  but 
they  awakened  a  more  intense  interest  in  tlie  work  of  tlie  schools. 
The  parents  and  teachers  were  brought  closer  together. 

Two  houses  \ycve  built.  The  one  at  Quakertown  is  a  four-roomod 
building,  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Smead-Wills  system  of  heating 
and  ventilation.  The  one  at  Morrisville  has  six  rooms,  and  is  heated 
by  the  Fuller  and  Wari*en  system.  Both  are  convenient  and  well 
lighted.  They  are  a  credit  to  the  towns.  Three  local  institutes  were 
held.  The  intei'est  and  attendance  have  ncA'er  been  better.  Credit 
is  due  the  members  of  the  local  teachers'  associations  under  whose 
direction  the  institutes  were  held. 

The  directors'  interest  in  the  semi-annual  meetings  of  the  School 
Directors'  Association  has  not  lessened.  It  is  one  of  the  most  potent 
educational  factors  we  have. 

The  attendance  at  the  county  inptitiite  was  unusually  large.  The 
interest  and  attention  marked.  The  influence  of  the  institute  was 
more  widely  felt  than  that  of  any  of  its  predecessors. 
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In  Sellersville  the  course  of  study  has  been  so  modified  that  pupils 
may  prepare  for  college. 

The  graded  course  of  study  is  gaining  favor.  There  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  graduates  and  a  commendable  improvement 
in  the  work  done.  The  graded  course  tends  to  keep  in  school  children 
who  would  otherwise  leave  it  before  they  reach  the  advanced  grade. 
It  sifts  out  the  poorly  qualified  and  unworthy  teachers,  while  the 
worthy  ones  are  usually  retained.  It  awakens  a  deeper  interest 
among  the  directors  and  parents. 

The  Institute  Journal,  published  monthly,  under  the  supervision 
of  a  committee  of  teachers,  has  been  much  improved.  The  number  of 
subscribers  has  increased.  Much  credit  is  due  to  the  committee  for 
the  interesting  and  ably  managed  magazine. 

In  closing,  I  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Department,  the  directors, 
the  teachers,  the  patrons,  and  the  public  press  for  assistance  cheer- 
fully given  and  kindnesses  shown. 


BUTLER  COUNTY— N.  C.  McCollough. 

Improvement  can  still  be  made  in  the  schools  of  Butler  county. 
We  have  yet  many  things  to  learn.  Although  the  majority  of  our 
teachers  and  directors,  assisted  by  the  i>atrons  of  the  districts  have 
been  working  industriously  and  hanuoniously  to  advance  our  educa- 
tional institutions,  yet  all  realize  that  in  our  system  of  education  as 
in  all  other  systems  there  is  much  to  be  done  and  changes  to  be  made 
which  will  place  our  schools  upon  a  higher  plane  and  give  them  the 
opportunity  of  accomplishing  better  results.  Our  teachers  still  con 
tinue  to  attend  school  and  believe  that  their  success  in  the  profession 
depends  greatly  upon  their  qualifications;  our  directors  are  constantly 
adding  new  apparatus  and  providing  better  school  equipments;  yet 
we  are  neither  satisfied  entirely  with  the  standard  of  qualifications 
of  our  teachers  nor  with  the  equipments  with  which  they  are  aided 
in  performing  their  work.  The  teacher,  we  believe,  should  have  a 
finished  education  and  receive  compensation  enough  for  the  work  so 
that  he  may  be  enabled  to  make  the  profession  his  life's  work,  and 
there  is  also  much  room  for  improvement  along  the  line  of  apparatus 
and  text  books. 

Our  school  tenn  should  at  least  average  eight  months.     In  fact 
no  district  should  have  less  than  eight  months  school.     Ten  of  the 
school   districts  have  six  months  school;  twenty-three  have  seven 
2-6  H 
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months;  thirteen  have  eight  months;  and  three  have  nine  months. 
This  makes  an  average  of  about  seven  and  one-fourth  months.  The 
districts  having  eight  months  school  are,  Buffalo,  Butler,  Center,  Jef- 
ferson, Karnes  City,  Mercer,  Oakland,  Saxonburg,  West  Sunbury, 
Slippery  Kock,  Venango,  Washington  and  Zelienople.  Those  having 
nine  months  school  are  Centerville,  Clay  and  Marion.  Nine  new 
buildings  were  erected  this  year  and  five  were  supplied  with  new 
furniture.  Muddy  Creek  erected  three  new  buildings  and  supplied 
three  with  new  furniture.  Connoquenessing  erected  one  new  building 
and  supplied  two  with  new  furniture;  Lancaster  erected  two  build- 
ings; Mercer,  one;  Parker,  one;  and  Washington,  one.  In  the  ma- 
jority of  the  districts  the  school  buildings  are  substantial  and  commo- 
dious, and  with  a  few  exceptions  are  supplied  with  suitable  and  co]n- 
fortable  furniture. 

Our  county  institute  was  well  attended.  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  our 
worthy  State  Supt.,  Dr.  A.  E.  Maltby,  Principal  of  our  State  Normal 
School,  Dr.  I.  C.  Ketler,  President  of  Grove  City  College,  Prof.  J.  B. 
De  Motte  and  Prof.  March  were  our  day  instructors.  The  entertain- 
ments consisted  of  lectures  by  Hon.  L.  I.  Handy,  Prof.  J.  B.  De  Motte, 
and  Frank  Lincoln,  and  a  concert  by  the  Boston  Banjo  Club.  The 
county  as  in  preceding  years  was  divided  into  districts  in  which 
local  institutes  were  held.  An  unusual  amount  of  interest  was  taken 
in  the  greater  number  of  the  meetings,  and  at  several  the  attendance 
almost  rivaled  that  of  the  county  institute.  In  several  of  the  districts 
the  teachers  and  directors  held  monthly  meetings. 

The  free  text  book  law  which  came  into  effect  this  year  caused 
considerable  trouble  and  confusion  at  first  on  account  of  a  number 
of  the  boards  being  unable  to  obtain  the  text  books  as  soon  as  desired, 
but  toward  the  latter  part  of  the  term  proved  to  be  another  step  in 
advancement.  The  books  have  been  weU  taken  care  of  and  the  ma- 
jority of  the  districts  have  secured  substantial  book  cases  for  the 
books  during  vacation.  Under  this  law  in  this  county  the  attendance 
does  not  seem  to  have  materially  increased,  but  the  classification  and 
gradation  was  much  more  satisfactorily  accomplished. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY— J.  W.  Leech. 

It  is  only  just  to  the  teachers,  directors,  and  friends  of  education 
generally  in  Cambria  county,  to  whose  interest,  energy  and  enthu- 
siasm the  results  are  due  to  state  that  our  schools  were  never  so  suc- 
cessful, nor  so  effective  in  their  work  as  during  the  year  just  closed. 
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This  is  largely  due  to  the  careful  selection  of  teachers.  More  than 
one-third  of  the  applicants  for  certificates  were  refused  with  the 
result  that  good  teachers  were  in  demand  all  over  the  county  at  in- 
creased salaries  in  many  places. 

Directors  have  caught  the  spirit  of  the  truth  that  as  is  the  teacher 
so  is  the  school,  and  are  demanding  the  best  qualified  teachers  they 
can  get. 

The  "Free  Text  Book  Law,"  although  quite  burdensome  to  a  few  of 
our  districts,  has  proven  to  be  the  most  important  step  forward  taken 
in  many  years.  Attendance  has  largely  increased.  Pupils  are  all 
supplied  with  books  suited  to  their  needs.  Classes  are  better  graded. 
The  work  is  systemized.  The  results  have  fully  met  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  most  sanguine  friends  of  the  measure. 

So  much  can  not  be  said  for  the  "School  Out-House  Law."  That 
portion  which  permits  a  partition  fence  to  be  built  between  entrances, 
serves  only  for  an  escape  where  districts  are  not  inclined  to  obey  the 
spirit  of  the  law. 

I  shall  be  pardoned  for  urging,  in  this  connection,  all  boards  erect- 
ing one  or  two-room  buildings  to  adopt  the  plan  with  attached  out- 
buildings, a  cut  of  which  appeared  in  the  April  and  May  numbers  of 
the  School  Journal,  1894,  and  the  excellent  pamphlet  issued  by  the 
Journal  for  free  distribution. 

I  am  convinced  that  this  plan,  if  adopted,  will  solve  the  whole 
question. 

What  will  the  building  cost?  Cresson  township,  one  of  the  fore- 
most districts  in  Cambria  county,  has  just  closed  a  contract  for  a  first 
class  building  embodying  this  plan  in  every  particular  for  |1050.  If 
any  further  particulars  are  desired,  address  the  secretary  of  the  board, 
V.  P.  Sanken,  Cresson,  Pa. 

Blacklick  township  has  just  closed  a  contract  for  a  similar  building 
28x30x10,  finished  in  hemlock  for  |450.  Secretary  T.  M.  Reese,  Pin- 
dleton.  Pa. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  last  Legislature  did  not  adopt  some 
more  equitable  plan  for  the  distribution  of  the  State  appropriation, 
instead  of  the  present  one  of  basing  it  upon  the  number  of  taxables. 
Young  men  from  the  farms,  single  men,  laborers  and  foreigners  flock 
to  the  cities,  and  manufacturing  and  mining  towns.  Our  country  dis- 
tricts are  compelled  to  erect  and  to  keep  up  three  houses  and  three 
teachers  for  as  many  pupils  as  are  often  accommodated  in  a  single 
school  in  a  city  or  borough.  To  show  the  injustice  of  the  present 
plan  I  select  the  following  facts  from  the  distribution  in  Cambria 
county : 
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Haying  given  the  matter  some  consideration,  we  suggest  the  follow- 
ing plan:  Let  the  State  pay  to  each  district  50  per  cent  (or  such  por- 
tion of  50  per  cent,  as  the  appropriation  will  permit)  of  all  expenses 
for  school  purposes  for  six  months  of  school. 

This  is  based  on  the  idea  that  the  State  should  have  an  equal  re- 
gard for  all  her  boys  and  girls  whether  they  exist  on  Laurel  Hill,  in 
the  Allegheny  Mountains,  or  live  within  the  shadow  of  the  State 
House.  If  any  districts  wish  to  have  seven,  eight  or  ten  months' 
school,  this  is  their  privilege,  but  let  all  this  extra  exi)ense  be  borne  by 
the  community  which  demands  it.  The  State  has  said  six  months, 
and  the  appropriation  should  be  divided  among  all  the  districts  of 
the  State  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  money  they  spend  for  school 
purposes  for  the  minimum  term — six  months.  The  State  should  never 
pay  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  these  expenses,  as  she  is  now  doing  in 
s<mie  districts,  paying  as  high  as  80  per  cent,  or  90  per  cent,  or  even 
100  per  cent  of  the  expenses  for  "school  purposes." 

If  any  one  has  a  better  plan,  let  him  suggest  it.  If  he  has  any  ob- 
jections to  this  one  let  him  slate  them. 

The  Walnut  Grove  school  in  Stony  Creek  township,  through  the  lib- 
erality of  some  of  the  public  spirited  citizens,  has  one  of  the  best  se- 
lected and  equipped  libraries  in  the  State.  It  contains  oOO  volumes 
and  they  are  liberally  used  by  patrons  and  pupils. 

The  Cambria  library  through  the  kind  interest  of  Fred.  Krebs  and 
Cyrus  Elder,  was  ojjened  to  the  free  use  of  Cambria  county  pupils  gen 
erally — it  having  heretofore  been  limited  to  the  pupils  of  Johnstown 
city — with  the  most  gratifying  results. 

One  of  the  most  useful  and  necessary  things  now  needed  in  our 
schools  is  a  library,  and  we  should  commence  at  once  to  build  up  one 
in  each  school. 

I  suggest  in  this  matter*  that  besides  an  unabridged  dictionary, 
encyclopedia  and  other  books  of  reference,  there  should  be  found  in 
each  school,  a  copy  of  the  Annual  School  Eeports,  School  Laws  of 
Pennsylvania,  The  Bird  Book,  The  Gettysburg  Book,  and  U.  S.  Re- 
ports, as  they  are  issued,  and  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal.  This 
would  be  placing  them  just  where  nil  who  care  to  look  at  them  may 
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read  and  they  would  then  be  sendng  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
intended. 

Many  successful  local  institutes  were  held  all  over  the  county.  Our 
county  institute  was  a  great  success.  The  Hon.  Henry  Houck  was 
•rtith  us. 


CAMERON  COUNTY— Ella  Herrick. 

As  requested  in  the  circular  sent  out  from  the  Department,  to 
Sui>erintendents,  I  shall  make  my  written  report  vei'y  brief. 

The  general  attendance  was  much  greater  in  all  the  schools  this 
year,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  text  books  were  furnished  free  to  the 
pupils.  An  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  caused  the  schools  of  Emporium 
to  close  two  weeks  before  the  end  of  the  year.  They  will  commence 
that  much  earlier  in  the  fall. 

Several  districts  had  longer  terms  and  paid  b<'tter  salaries  than 
heretofore. 

A  graded  course  of  study  for  country  schools  has  been  adopted  in 
Shipx>en  township,  and  we  hope  to  have  this  course  uniform  throagh- 
out  the  county  before  the  end  of  another  year. 

The  county  and  three  local  institutes  were  attended  by  our  live 
teachers,  and  were  important  factors  in  the  educational  work  of  the 
3^ear, 

Our  teacliei's  very  generally  recognize  the  importance  of  better  i)re- 
paration  for  their  work,  and  several  of  them  attended  a  Normal  School 
during  the  winter  and  spring  terms. 


CARBON  COUNTY— A.  S.  Beisel. 

As  far  as  I  am  able  to  make  comparison,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the 
school  year  in  this  county,  just  closed,  compares  favorably  with  the 
preceding  years  in  progress,  enthusiasm,  and  true  devotion  to  work. 
In  the  beginnino,-  of  last  year  th^  directors  changed  principals  in  svx 
of  cur  nine  bore  ugh  schools;  that  act  pointed  to  retrogression;  but,  1 
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am  glad  to  know  that  in  every  instance  the  selection  proved  the  wis- 
dom of  the  directors.  In  aU  those  boroughs  the  principals  are  al- 
ready re-elected  for  next  year.  Experience  teaches  that  in  the  ma- 
jority of  cases,  it  proves  lack  of  judgment  to  make  frequent  changes 
in  teachers,  but  in  no  position  is  that  change  felt  more  acutely  than 
in  the  principalship  of  a  system  of  graded  schools.  We  are  opposed 
to  changing  teachers  and  will  oppose  it  where  we  are  justified. 

Six  districts  adv^anced  the  salaries  of  teachers  last  year,  and  Lans- 
ford,  Weatherly  and  East  Mauch  Chunk  have  decided  already  to  pay 
their  principals  $90  next  year  instead  of  |80  and  $85  as  last  year.  A 
number  of  other  districts  will  advance  salary,  and  a  few  will  increase 
the  term. 

Single  school  houses  have  been  erected  in  Mahoning  township,  East 
Penn  township  and  Towamensing  township.  They  are  all  good, 
substantial  buildings,  and  furnished  with  slate  boards  and  patent 
furniture.  Lower  Towamensing  township  built  an  addition  to  tlie 
Bowman's  school  house.  That  village  now  enjoys  the  advantage  of 
a  graded  school.  East  Mauch  Chunk  has  fitted  the  basement  of  the 
pi'esent  school  building  to  accommodate  an  extra  school.  They  have 
decided  to  open  another  school  next  year.  This  borough  is  increasing 
rapidly  in  population,  and  before  many  years  they  will  be  compelled  of 
necessity  to  erect  another  school  building. 

In  a  number  of  districts  extensive  improvements  were  made  to 
school  properties  in  the  shape  of  fencing,  grading  grounds,  building 
closets,  planting  trees  and  repairing  houses.  Banks  township  is  in 
need  of  a  township  high  school  building.  I  am  confident  that,  if  the 
directors  could  look  through  their  imaginations,  and  see  the  many 
advantages  which  are  derived  from  a  township  high  school,  they 
would  prepare,  without  delay,  to  erect  such  a  building. 

Many  of  our  schools  are  supplied  with  dictionaries  and  encyclope- 
dias. Weatherly  maintains  a  reading  table  in  its  high  school.  Sum- 
mit Hill,  Lansford,  and  Lehighton  have  made  large  additions  to  their 
public  school  libraries.  Lansford,  a  grammar  school,  gave  an  enter- 
tainment and  cleared  $100,  and  with  the  money  bought  of  the  best 
books  in  the  market.  This  library,  though  started  less  than  a  year, 
has  now  about  250  well  selected  volumes. 

Mauch  Chunk  high  school  leads  the  county  in  quantity  and  quality 
of  apparatus.  They  need  not  teach  physics  in  that  dull,  theoretical 
way,  but  can  teach  nearly  every  subject  by  actual  experiment,  having 
the  necessary  conveniences  at  hand. 

Our  schools  need  outline  maps,  and  nearly  all  the  rural  schools  m?ed 
Webster's  dictionaries. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Lansford  Dec.  4  to  8  inclusive.  All 
the  sessions  both  day  and  evening  were  well  attended.  By  the  lib- 
erality of  the  Lansford  citizens  the  institute  enjoyed  the  free  use  of 
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the  large  opera  house.  Instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  N.  C.  Scheaffer, 
Prof.  Jos.  S.  Walton,  Miss  Anna  Buckbee,  Prof.  G.  P.  Bible,  Prof.  A.  T. 
Smith,  Prof.  E.  L,  Kemp,  Dr.  G.  B.  Hancher,  Miss  Ida  L.  MacMullan 
and  Jos.  F.  Barton.  The  evening  exercises  mainly  consisted  of  lec- 
tures by  Prof.  Jos.  S.  Walton,  Col.  J.  P.  Sanford  and  Hon.  Geo.  R. 
Wendling.  On  Thursday  evening  a  very  acceptable  entertainment 
was  given  by  the  Schumann  Concert  Company  of  Harrisburg.  The 
institute  was  a  success  both  financially,  and  in  good  profitable  work. 
Local  institutes  were  held  at  Weatherly,  Lehighton  and  Lansford. 
All  the  teachers  without  a  single  exception  acquitted  themselves  nobly 
in  their  addresses,  essays  and  class  drills.  Evening  lectures  were 
delivered  at  Weatherly  and  Lehighton  by  Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp  who  is  a 
special  favorite  among  Carbon  county  teachers'.  I  noticed,  during 
my  second  visits,  that  these  local  institutes  have  been  productive  of 
much  good.  Our  county  is  divided  into  five  local  institute  districts. 
The  above  institutes  were  held  in  districts  one,  two,  and  four.  The 
Carbon  county  principals'  organization  has  proven  itself  an  almost 
indispensable  factor  in  our  educational  work.  Harmonious  relation- 
ship between  superintendent  and  principals  is  bound  to  forward  suc- 
cess in  our  schools. 

With  many  thanks  to  the  directors  and  to  the  teachers  for  their 
numberless  courtesies  and  hearty  co-operation,  and  to  the  public  press 
of  the  county  for  the  interest  they  have  manifested  in  popular  educa- 
tion, and  to  all  who  assisted  in  making  our  schools  the  success  they 
are,  we  submit  our  first  report. 


CENTRE  COUNTY— C.  L.  Gramley. 

That  progress  in  certain  dirctions  was  made,  even  the  most  critical 
are  compelled  to  admit.  Wise  legislation — free  text  books,  increased 
appropriation,  etc.,  suitable  apparatus  and  efficient  school  officersi,  will 
certainly  do  much  to  add  to  the  success  of  the  schools,  but  the  power 
that  towers  over  all  other  agencies  in  enhancing  the  success  of  our 
school  system  is  the  teacher.  He  is  the  one  grand  central  figure  from 
whom  must  go  forth  the  inspiration  necessary  to  make  our  schools  a 
potent  force  for  intelligence  and  morality. 

Our  teachers,  in  general,  gave  us  good  work  during  the  year;  many 
have  had  the  benefit  of  special  training,  and  are  skilled  workmen; 
others  by  experience  and  close  observation  have  overcome  the  lack  of 
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early  normal  training,  and  cheerfully  relegate  to  oblivion  the  an- 
tiquated methods  condemned  by  ideal  educatoi-s.  The  unfitness  of 
several  was  fully  demonstrated,  but  could  we  exi^ect  anything  else, 
when  seventeen  per  centum  of  the  teachers  are  novices?  We  do  not 
wish  to  say,  however,  that  all  the  ineflQcient  work  was  done  by  the  inex- 
perienced; among  the  exi>erienced,  are  found  some  whose  work  is 
crude  and  whose  methods  are  not  progressive.  Professional  reading 
and  training  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  will  do  much  towards  perfect- 
ing our  system  of  public  schools.  Successful  teachers  not  only  study 
the  matter  they  are  to  teach,  but  they  will  also  acquaint  themselves 
with  the  best  methods  of  giving  instmction.  A  general  weakness 
is  manifested  when  the  pupils  are  required  to  express  their  knowl- 
edge in  well-prepared  written  forms.  Composition  in  its  manifold 
fonns  is  too  much  neglected.  Teachers'  salaries  have  been  increas(?d 
in  twelve  districts.  The  liighest  average  salary  in  any  district  was 
156.35;  the  lowest,  $27.40.  With  a  few  exceptions,  the  boroughs  pay 
the  better  salaries,  and  their  tenns  are  considerably  longer.  The  rate 
of  taxation  in  the  several  districts  varies  from  one  to  fourteen  mills. 

The  following  districts  have  built  new  houses  during  the  year,  or 
rei>aired  old  ones  so  extensi^  ely  that  they  are  practically  new.  Burn- 
side,  ojie;  Ferguson,  one;  Haines,  one;  Half  Moon,  one;  Harris,  one; 
Miles,  two;  Potter,  one;  Rush,  one;  Snow  Shoe,  one;  Spring  one,  and 
Walker  one.  The  house  in  Snow  Shoe  is  a  one-story,  three-room  build- 
ing, well  supplied  with  improved  furniture,  and  reflects  credit  upon 
the  directors  under  whose  supervision  it  was  built;  the  others  are 
one-story,  one-room  buildings,  and  are  also  well  constructed,  and  fur- 
nished with  good  furniture.  ^Many  school  grounds,  however,  still 
pix^sent  a  desolate  appearance,  and  are  in  consequence  uninviting  and 
cheerless,  instead  of  inviting  children  to  school,  will  have  an  opposite 
tendency.  Many  out-houses  are  also  in  a  deplorable  condition,  and 
have  become  public  nuisances.  Not  only  decency  but  the  health  and 
morals  of  the  children  require  much  impi-ovement  in  this  direction. 
Recent  legislation  requires  separate  buildings — one  for  the  boys  and 
one  for  the  girls — well  built  and  far  enough  apart  to  insure  decency. 
Let  us  hoix>  directors  will  comply  with  the  law  on  this  subject,  and 
then  give  notice  to  teachei^  that  they  are  held  responsible  for  the  C(ni- 
dition  of  the  buildings  during  the  term.  Non-compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  act  will  work  a  forfeiture  of  office  on  the  part  of 
directors. 

The  law  compelling  districts  to  fui  nisli  text  books  and  other  nec- 
essary school  supplies  for  use  in  the  schools,  has  worked  so  well  that 
it  is  no  longer  an  experiment.  The  predictions  of  the  pessimist  failed 
to  materialize,  while  the  expectations  of  the  most  ardent  advocates 
of  the  measure  have  been  more  than  realized.  Books  are  better  cared 
for  than  if  they  were  the  individual  property  of  the  pupil.     One  of  our 
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districts  in  which  two  thousand  books  are  furnished,  reports  sixty- 
five  per  centum  of  tlie  books  "as  good  as  new,"  and  "no  books  are  con- 
demned as  unfit  for  use  another  year,  and  none  have  been  lost."  We 
have  better  attendance  and,  in  consequence,  better  organization, 
better  classification  and  better  teaching. 

Now  let  us  add  to  this  statute  another  law  with  pmper  limitations, 
giving  us  compulsory  education  and  it  will  be  another  step  towards 
perfecting  the  school  system  of  our  grand  Commonwealth. 

Our  annual  institute  met  in  Bellefonte,  Dec.  18th,  and  continued 
five  days.  Its  power  for  good  as  an  educational  force  is  no  longer  dis- 
puted by  any  but  those  who  are  too  wise  to  learn.  Nearly  all  our 
teachers  were  present,  and  those  who  came  to  improve  themselves 
and  their  schools,  were  benefitted  by  the  practical  instruction  given. 
The  teachers  were  very  punctual  in  their  attendance  and  deserve 
commendation  for  the  aid  given  to  make  the  institute  a  success. 

Among  the  instructors  and  lecturers  I  may  name  Dr.  Philips,  Dr. 
Gix>ff,  Professors  Swift,  Twitmyer,  Hamilton  and  Perrine.  State  Su- 
perintendent Schaeffer  veiy  unexpectedly  came  upon  us,  and  gave  us 
a  very  instructive  address  on  "How  shall  we  keep  our  teachers  alive?" 

On  Thursday,  Dec,  21 — Directors'  Day —  quite  a  number  of  directors 
assembled  in  the  court  house,  and  were  ably  addressed  by  Dr.  N.  C. 
Schaeffer,  A.  A.  Stevens,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  Tyrone  school  board, 
D.  F.  Fortney,  Esq.,  and  others.  This  organization,  I  hope,  will  be- 
come a  leading  factor  in  the  educational  work  of  our  county.  It  is 
with  regret  that  we  must  say,  so  many  directors  do  not  appreciate 
the  good  it  may  do,  and  in  consequence  do  not  attend  its  sessions. 
The  same  provision  that  is  made  for  paying  teachers  to'  attend  the 
county  institntc,  should  be  made  with  reference  to  directors  who  at- 
tend their  county  association.  Local  institutes  were  held  in  varioirs 
parts  of  the  county.  This  feature  of  school  work  is  developing  and  if 
properly  conducted,  will  become  a  potent  element  for  good.  Nothing 
so  well  harmonizes  all  the  educational  forces  of  a  community,  as  a 
well  conducted  local  institute. 

Many  items  of  interest,  but  local  in  character,  will  not  appear  in 
this  report.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  we  look  into  the  future  with  bright 
prospects,  continuing  to  believe  that  "our  public  schools  are  the  en- 
during basis  of  our  country's  prosperity." 
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CHESTER  C0U:N^TY— Joseph  S.  Walton. 

During  the  jjast  year  Chester  county's  common  schools  have  made 
valuable  progress.  Few  changes  were  experienced  in  the  teaching 
force. 

Out  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-nine  (369)  teachers  only  forty-three 
(43)  were  beginners.  One  hundred  ninety  (190)  held  provisional  cer- 
tificates and  one  hundred  seventy-nine  (179)  held  certificates  of  a 
higher  grade;  of  these  forty-one  (41)  were  professional,  seventy-five 
(75)  permanent,  fifty-nine  (59)  Xormal  school  certificates  and  diplomas 
and  four  (4)  college  degrees. 

In  addition  to  the  countj'  institute,  five  local  institutes  and  over 
forty  teachers'  association  meetings  were  held. 

All  our  teachers  claim  to  have  read  one  or  more  educational  jour- 
nals, and  to  have  studied  some  works  of  a  professional  nature.  Two 
districts  employ  the  principal  of  the  high  school  to  visit  and  direct 
the  work  in  the  schools  of  the  township. 

A  marked  improvement  has  been  noticed  in  the  condition  of  the 
school  houses  and  out-buildings.  With  a  few  exceptions  our  school 
directors  are  alive  to  the  necessities  of  the  times.  They  are  inclined 
to  be  liberal  in  their  expenditures  for  books  and  apparatus.  We 
deeply  regi-et  that  more  attention  is  not  given  to  furnishing  reading 
tables  and  libraries  in  the  schools.  For  the  money  invested  we  know 
of  nothing  more  essential  at  the  pi-esent  time.  Liidy  school  directors 
are  inclined  to  see  the  value  of  such  material,  and  what  is  more  to  the 
point,  see  that  it  is  properly  used.  Yet  for  some  reason  the  number  of 
lady  directoi-s  has  dwindled  to  nineteen  (19)  out  of  a  total  director- 
ship of  four  hundred  twenty-six  (426). 

Children  are  still  taken  out  of  the  public  schools  at  an  earlier  and 
earlier  age.  Those  with  means  are  sent  away  to  school  long  before 
any  thorough  knowledge  of  the  common  branches  has  been  acquired. 

The  poor  man's  chUd  "quits  school"  when  its  associates  leave.  As  a 
consequence,  the  grade  of  our  public  schools  is  lowered,  the  efiicacy 
of  our  higher  institutions  is  weakened,  and  while  expenditures  for  free 
education  are  increased,  illiteracy  waxes  stronger  and  the  children  of 
the  poor  are  neglected.  Some  years  ago  the  graded  course  of  study  in 
ungraded  schools  was  inaugurated  as  a  partial  remedy  for  this  leak 
in  the  school  system.  In  districts  where  some  devoted  director  and  a 
few  faithful  teachers  take  hold  of  it  with  renewed  vigor  each  year, 
success  follows.  In  districts  where  such  interest  is  not  manifested 
the  machinery  will  not  run  itself,  and  we  find  that  our  supervision 
is  too  homeopathic  to  overcome  that  chronic  indifference  some  dis- 
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tricts  seeia  to  have  for  the  best  welfare  of  their  children.  All  effort 
in  this  direction  would  be  very  much  accelerated,  and  a  large  per  cent, 
of  the  friction  eliminated  if  academies  and  Normal  schools  would 
agree  upon  an  Academic  standard  of  admission,  and  as  the  public 
schools  become  more  thorough  this  standard  could  be  gradually 
raised.  As  long  as  the  best  material  in  Chester  county  is  sent  from 
home  to  learn  the  common  branches,  our  school  system  will  not  show 
returns  adequate  to  expenditures. 

A  well-conducted,  graded  course  of  study  in  every  district,  a  town- 
ship or  union  high  school  fed  by  the  schools  of  one  or  more  townships, 
a  well-stocked  reading  table  in  each  school,  and  a  library  in  each 
high  school,  large  enough  to  circulate  by  instalments  through  the 
schools  within  its  radius,  are  among  the  needs  that  stare  us  in  the 
face  now.  At  first  thought,  one  would  suppose  that  no  honest  parent, 
or  patriotic  citizen  of  a  county  with  opportunities  such  as  ours  would 
lay  one  straw  in  the  way  of  accomplishing  the  above  needs.  Yet 
every  man  with  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  knows  how  slowly  these 
things  come.  The  unconditional  distribution  of  State  appropriation 
instead  of  accelerating  seems  to  be  hindering  this  desired  end.  If 
more  conditions  were  attached  to  the  reception  of  the  appropriation 
its  power  and  efficacy  might  be  multiplied.  We  would  suggest  that 
after  each  district's  quota  had  been  determined,  it  be  divided  into 
four  equal  parts  payable  upon  the  following  conditions : 

The  first,  receivable  under  the  same  stipulations  that  now  obtain; 
the  second,  receivable  only  after  all  school  houses,  out-buildings,  etc., 
have  been  inspected,  by  a  board  of  examiners,  composed  of  the  teacher 
of  each  school,  two  members  of  the  school  board,  one  local  physician 
and  the  county  superintendent: 

The  third,  receivable  when  it  can  be  shown  that  the  attendance  in 
the  district  has  reached  a  certain  minimum  to  be  defined  by  law,  and 
also  when  it  can  be  shown  that  not  less  than  five  per  cent,  of  the 
pupils  in  the  district  have  completed  annually  a  definite  course  of 
study  prescribed  for  the  ungraded  schools  and  approved  by  the  county 
Superintendent  and  the  State  Department:  The  fourth,  receivable  by 
townships  and  boroughs  separately  and  jointly  when  they  succeed 
in  maintaining  a  first  class  high  school,  either  for  one  district  or  a 
union  of  adjacent  districts.  None  of  the  above  restrictions  would 
deprive  any  district  of  its  appropriation,  if  they  had  the  best  good  of 
their  children  at  heart. 

Some  such  plan  as  this  seems  to  be  needed  to  stem  the  growth  of 
illiteracy  and  to  protect  the  poor  man  in  the  opportunity  tO'  give  his 
child  a  good  thorough  common  school  education. 
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CLAEION  COUNTY— W.  A.  Beer. 

Immediately  after  my  election  I  arranged  to  examine  applicants 
for  license  to  teach.  In  looking  over  tbe  field  of  the  elementaiy  school 
work,  I  became  convinced  that  the  absence  of  unity  in  effort  prevented 
the  progress  that  our  schools  should  make  along  the  lines  of  the  new 
education.  To  the  end  that  the  school  forces  might  be  better  or- 
ganized for  the  future,  I,  while  holding  examinaitions,  recommended 
that  a  uniform  course  of  reading  be  followed  by  all  teachers,  and  also 
by  all  expecting  to  teach.  Later  I  recommended  "educational  founda- 
tions,'' as  a.  text,  and  was  \evy  much  gratified  to  enrol  2G5  subscribers 
to  the  course.  All  but  about  tliirty  teachers  of  the  county  read  the 
course  indicated. 

From  the  opening  of  the  schools  to  the  convening  of  the  county  in- 
stitute, I  was  engaged  in  visiting  schools,  preparing  for  institute,  and 
getting  out  the  course  of  study.  As  soon  a.s  I  bc^gan  my  work  of  super- 
vision, I  began  to  impress  upon  the  teachers  the  dual  thought  that  all 
human  learning  is  an  interpretation  of  the  real  by  the  ideal,  and  that 
knowledge  is  the  process,  as  Amold  Tompkins  puts  it,  by  which  tht^ 
ideal  seeks  to  "realize  itself."  And  in  the  prei-en tuition  of  this  great 
thought,  I  sought  to  impress  this  equally  great  truth  that  ideals  can 
only  be  gained  by  the  child's  observation,  intercourse  and  experience 
with  the  real.  The  known  gives  ideals  by  which  to  iutx?i'pret  the  un- 
known. Feeling  that  ever^^  product,  whether  physical  or  mental, 
is  the  result  of  a  natural  gradation  or  growth,  I  consulted  with  the 
leading  teachers  of  the  county,  and  with  other  educators,  and  cx)n- 
cluded  tliat  our  new  course  of  study  should  be  an  effort  to  unify  tlic 
branches.  To  give  form  to  this  conclusion,  I  decided  to  follow  De 
Ganno's  idea  and  use  geography  as  a  subject  by  which  to  bind  to- 
gether all  the  branches  of  human  learning.  Universjil  geography 
is  the  thought.  Since  in  the  process  of  creation  and  in  the  process 
of  soul-growth  there  is  order,  them  must  also  be  order  in  the  process  of 
teaching.  Teaching  being  a.  process,  its  form  side  which  deals  with 
subject  matter  must  have  order  if  the  process  which  inteiT)rets  the 
action  and  interaction  of  the  real  and  the  ideal  is  to  bring  about  sym- 
metrical unfoldment.  In  the  education  of  the  human  there  must  be 
a  science  that  holds  the  same  place  in  the  plan  that  chemical  affinity 
does  in  the  process  of  creation,  and  that  memory  does  among  the  soul 
activities.  We  accoixl  that  place  to  universal  geography — tO'  the 
study  of  the  earth  as  the  home  of  man  and  the  theatre  of  his  activities. 
ft  is  a  science  which  binds  the  organic  to  the  unorganic,  matter  to 
spirit,  the  ego  to  the  non-ego,  the  real  to  the  ideal.  Geography  is  the 
go-between  in  the  warp  and  woof  of  all  science. 
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Greography  is  taken  as  the  central  subject  of  concentration  in  our 
course  of  study  in  the  belief  that  by  it  we  could  best  express  the  steps 
of  mind  unfoldment  as  marked  by  the  development  of  the  respective 
sciences  and  arts  in  their  order. 

The  first  object  of  the  course  is  to  get  the  natural  and  symmetrical 
development  of  the  child.  The  secondary  object  is  to  get  unity  of 
effort  throughout  the  county.  It  will  serve  to  aid  teachers  to  organize 
their  schools.  It  will  better  pronde  for  transient  pupils  who  are  in 
this  school  this  term  and  in  another  school  next  term. 

The  matter  suggested  for  the  successive  four  grades  for  countiy 
schools  will,  if  used  by  the  teacher,  show  that  the  child  sees  all  the 
branches  of  learning  at  one  view,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
teacher  to  have  the  child  carry  all  these  branches  in  unity  through  all 
the  grades,  or  until  he  can  carry  one  branch  as  the  special  study, 
using  his  knowledge  of  the  others  unconsciously  to  interpret  the  one 
to  which  especial  attention  is  being  given. 

At  the  county  teachers'  institute  each  teacher  was  supplied  with  a 
pnnted  copy  of  the  course  and  requested  to  adjust  the  work  of  the 
school  to  it  as  far  as  it  Avas  possible  to^  do  so  for  the  remainder  of  the 
term.  When  I  visited  the  schools  after  institute,  I  was  gratified  to 
find  a  majority  of  the  te^ichers  in  search  of  the  way  to  cuvvj  out  the 
new  order  of  teaching.  From  the  close  of  institute  my  efforts  were 
directed  to  the  explanation  of  the  work  which  I  endeavored  to  illus- 
trate by  teaching  primary  classes  in  which  the  branches  were  unified 
and  their  relation  to  one  another  shown  so  far  as  I  was  competent  to 
do  so.'  In  this  effort  to  follow  the  course,  as  in  the  matter  of  reading, 
the  majority  of  the  teachers  fell  in  with  the  idea  of  the  new  plan  and 
a  goodly  number  of  them  did  splendid  work  on  the  new  lines.  Some 
in  less  than  a  month  transformed  their  schools  from  a  well-arranged 
piece  of  machineiy  into  a  well-organized  self-conscious  power.  Many 
of  them  sought  to  shape  their  work  acording  to  the  thought  of  Her- 
bart,  with  interest  at  the  first  and  character  at  the  last  of  the  series 
as  an  end  to  be  attained.  Many  also  found  in  their  efforts  to  do  better 
work  that  the  laws  of  association  are  indispensable  in  the  guidance 
of  mind  unfoldment.  I  have  surveyed  this  work  of  my  first  year's 
superintendency  feeling  that  with  this  unity  of  thought  and  spirit  we 
are  moving  forward  to  an  end,  namely,  power. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  give  special  attention  each  year  to  about  two 
branches.  The  past  year  my  attention  was  given  to  language  and 
grammar,  and  to  the  theory  of  teaching.  The  coming  year,  I  will 
look  after  arithmetic  and  theory.  My  object  is  to  raise  the  teaching 
standard  professionally,  and  to  bring  the  scholarship  of  the  teaching- 
force  to  a  degree  in  keeping  with  the  advancement  of  the  present  day. 

Our  institute  was  fully  up  to  the  standard,  notwithstanding  the 
efforts  of  a  very  few,  who  should  be  leaders  for  the  right,  to  discredit 
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our  labors.  The  great  mass  of  tke  teachers  were  interested  in,  and 
loyal  to  the  work.  Prof.  W.  H.  Mace  of  the  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Univer- 
sity, was  our  principal  instructor.  He  was  assisted  by  Prof.  0.  M. 
Thomas,  of  the  Clarion  State  Normal,  to  which  institution  I  am  iu- 
debted  for  much  encouragement  and  assistance  in  my  work  for  the 
schools.  Prof.  Mace  gave  us  high  inspiration  by  developing  the  prin- 
ciple that  teaching  is  an  organic  process.  Many  of  the  teachers  of  the 
county  also  did  work  during  the  week  and  their  exercises  were  all  ar- 
ranged to  supplement  the  proposed  course  of  study.  In  addition  to 
the  work  mentioned,  we  read  at  stated  periods  from  a  primer  on 
Pestalozzi.  After  a  few  minutes  silent  reading,  questions  and  com- 
ments followed.     This  exercise  unified  our  thought. 

During  the  term  a  number  of  local  institutes  were  held  at  various 
places  and  a  new  zeal  was  infused  into  the  work  in  the  neighborhoods 
where  held.  The  teachers  in  the  vicinity  of  Sligo,  CaUensburg  und 
Edenburg  manifested  unusual  interest  in  these  meetings. 

The  Clarion  Normal  is  pushing  forward  with  a  strong  faculty  and 
a  large  attendance.  It  adds  about  twenty  to  the  teaching  force  of 
the  county  this  year,  besides  about  two  score  to  other  counties. 

The  buildings  and  furnishings  of  the  schools  of  the  county  are  in 
general  improving,  but  in  a  few  districts  there  are  yet  relics  of  a  less 
enlightened  age.     They  should  speedily  be  abolished. 

In  general,  the  outlook  for  the  future  of  our  school  is  good. 


CLEAEFIELD  COUNTY— B.  C.  Youngman. 

The  free  text  book  law  went  into  effect  throughout  the  county. 
The  teachers  regard  it  as  a  very  great  improvement  in  every  way  on 
the  old  system.  About  twelve  new  schools  were  opened  during  the 
year,  yet  we  have  a  few  schools  numbering  from  eighty  to  a  hundred 
scholars.  Four  or  five  districts  reduced  the  terms  from  nine  to  eight 
months  and  from  eight  to  seven.  Salaries  were  not  increased  as  a 
rule.  Evidently  a  larger  State  appropriation  is  needed,  and  must 
be  made  before  the  schools  can  be  made  what  they  ought  to  be. 
Teachers  as  a  class  are  in  advance  of  the  times  and  salaries.  Many 
of  the  best  teachers  are  going  out  of  the  work  every  year. 

Seven  local  institutes  were  held  after  the  county  institute.  The 
Directors'  Association  held  two  meetings,  one  in  December  and  one 
in  May.     The  former  was  a  marked  success,  but  the  latter  was  not  atr 
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tended  by  more  than  about  a  dozen  or  fifteen  directors.  Perhaps  the 
May  meeting  had  better  be  abandoned  and  the  interest  and  energy 
concentrated  on  the  December  meeting.  DuBois,  Clearfield,  Curwens- 
ville  and  Houtzdale  high  schools  graduated  well-prepared  classes. 
The  girls,  however,  far  outnumbered  the  boys.  This  seems  to  be  the 
case  throughout  the  State.  Can  nothing  be  devised  to^  keep  our  boys 
in  the  schools?  Several  good  county  Normal  schools  were  open  from 
eight  to  ten  weeks  and  were  well  attended  by  the  prospective  teachers, 
and  by  those  teachers  whose  circumstances  would  not  permit  them 
to  enjoy  the  greater  advantages  of  the  State  Normal  schools. 

The  diAdded  school  term  has  disappeared  from  the  county.  Six 
continuous  months  are  all  too  short  a  time  for  the  schooling  of  the 
children,  especially  in  these  stirring  and  progressive  times.  The 
county  institute  was  held,  Dec.  18-22,  and  was  pronounced  a  success 
in  every  respect.  It  has  been  the  aim  every  year  to  make  the  day 
sessions  of  the  institute  as  profitable  as  possible.  To  this  end  the  very 
best  talent  has  from  year  to  year  been  engaged  to  instruct  the 
teachers  and  the  general  public,  and  in  addition  to  the  instructors 
from  abroad,  many  of  the  experienced  and  most  successful  teachers 
of  the  county  have  contributed  to  the  work  and  interest  of  the  insti- 
tute. 

The  instructors  were  Dr.  John  B.  De  Motte,  Dr.  A.  D.  Meloy,  Dr.  G. 
M.  Philips,  Dr.  W.  W.  Deatrick  and  Supt.  Jos.  S.  Walton.  Prof.  C. 
M.  Parker,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  had  charge  of  the  music. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  given  by  the  Schumann  Quartet, 
Prof.  John  B.  De  Motte,  Leland  S.  Powers  and  Dr.  H.  P.  Henson. 

About  twenty  teachers  out  of  a  total  of  nearly  four  hundred,  for 
various  reasons,  were  not  able  to  attend  the  institute.  Thus  it  is  seen 
that  the  great  majority  of  the  young  men  and  young  women  who 
make  up  the  roll  of  teachers  in  Clearfield  county  availed  themselves 
of  the  advantages  furnished  by  this  annual  gathering  for  improvement 
and  inspiration  in  the  great  work  of  common  school  education. 

Not  much  was  done  this  year  in  the  way  of  carrying  out  the  law 
about  out-houses,  but  the  various  boards  are  taking  steps  to  put  their 
school  premises  in  line  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and  in  the 
coming  year  we  may  look  for  a  general  movement  in  this  direction. 
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CLINTON  COUNTY— W.  A.  Snyder. 

The  free  text  books  were  a  boon  to  many  children  whose  parents 
were  unable  to  provide  the  necessary  books.  The  expense  of  buying 
books  has  always  been  greatest  upon  the  indigent,  unsettled  populace, 
there  being  no  uniformity  among  the  various  townships.  Each  new 
residence  necessitated  a  new  series  of  books,  from  a  class  of  people 
wholly  unable  to  meet  the  obligation.  The  free  text  books  have  ob- 
viated this  difficulty.  It  is  the  almost  universal  verdict  that  the 
pupils  have  taken  better  care  of  the  books  than  if  they  had  been  in- 
dividual property,  evincing  the  conclusion  that  it  is  likely  to  inspire 
a  resi)ect  for  public  property. 

Too  many  parents  keep  their  pupils  out  of  school  on  too  trivial  pre 
texts.     When  we  consider  that  it  is  almost  the  only  heritage  many 
parents  have  to  bestow,  are  we  unreasonable  when  we  ask  them  to 
make  petty  sacrifices  to  enable  their  children  to  receive  the  benefits 
of  the  full  school  term? 

Two  very  comfortable  and  creditable  school  buildings  were  erec^ted 
the  last  year — one  in  South  Kcnovo  and  one  in  Colebrook  township. 
Quite  a  number  are  contemplated  during  the  coming  year. 

A  new  school  district  was  fonued,  viz:  Flemington  borough,  making 
thirty  districts  in  the  county. 

It  is  our  puprose  to  try  to  introduce  a  graded  course  of  study  into 
our  common  schools.  The  objects  of  the  course  are  to  systemize  the 
work,  to  offer  an  incentive  for  our  boys  and  girls  toi  remain  in  scliool 
longer,  to  furnish  a  criterion  by  which  to  judge  of  the  (;omparat;ive 
work  of  teachers,  and  to  enable  teachers  to  leave  a  rocord  of  the  stand- 
ing of  each  pupil  for  the  benefit  of  their  successors. 

We  expect  to  urge  directors  to  allow  teachers  and  pupils  all  or  part 
of  Arbor  Day  for  the  purpose  of  beautifying- school  grounds,  school 
rooms  and  planting  trees. 

Our  water  closets  must  receive  attention. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  in  Lock  Haven,  Dec.  18-22,  '93. 

Evening  lectures  and  entertainments. 

Monday — Boston  Ideal  Banjo,  Mandolin  and  Guitar  Club. 

Tuesday — Schumann  Concert  company. 

Wednesday — Dr.  A.  E.  Winship. 

Thursday— Dr.  A.  A.  Willits. 

Day  instnictors.  Dr.  Winship,  Dr.  A.  N.  Baub,  Prof.  C.  A.  Babcock, 
Dr.  R  W.  Perkins,  Mr.  R  J.  Armstrong,  Mr.  John  Hamiltou,  Miss 
Margaret  McCloskey. 
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Quite  a.  number  of  local  institutes  were  held  which,  were  well  at- 
tended. Local  institutes  are  an  important  factor  in  creating  a.  senti- 
ment in  favor  of  popular  education.  The  masses  can  be  reached  mo'.'e 
effectually  than  any  other  way. 

The  county  was  divided  into  districts,  each  presided  over  by  a  dis- 
trict superintendent  whose  duty  it  was  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
co-operate  with  him  in  arranging  institute  affairs.  The  plan  is 
feasible  and  will  be  followed  next  year.  Each  district,  however,  will 
have  regular  semi-monthly  meetings  and  take  a  systematic  course  in 
pedagogy. 

Quite  a  good  deal  of  apparatus  was  introduced  last  year.  Yaggy's 
Geographical  Portfolio  and  Rossweiler's  Anatomical  Study  were  pur. 
into  quite  a  number  of  schools.  Too  frequently  valuable  apparatus 
is  not  utilized,  is  stored  away  to  accumulate  the  dust  of  the  long 
winter  months.  The  progressive  teachers  avail  themselves  of  these 
facilities,  and  the  rest,  the  fossilized  antiquities,  must  be  relegated 
to  the  rear. 

Dunnstable  township  repainted  all  her  school  houses  and  the  build- 
ings are  now  very  attractive.  A  very  beautiful  flag  floats  over  the 
Mackeyville  school  house.  The  flag  was  bought  with  a  fund  raised 
by  the  pupils.     Logantown  repaired  and  repainted  her  building. 

Renovo  placed  a  very  neat  iron  fence  in  front  of  the  Seventh  street 
building  and  enhanced  the  interior  of  the  buildings  by  repainting 
them. 

Porter  township  did  considerable  repairing. 

Noyes  township  repaired  the  building  in  Westport  and  added  great- 
ly to  its  appearance. 

I  am  very  grateful  to  the  Department  for  prompt  infonuation  re- 
ceived. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY— William  C.  Johnston. 

The  county  institute  was  a  success.  Successful  local  institutes 
were  held  during  the  year.  The  directors  as  a  rule  do  commendable 
work.  SoA^en  school  houses  with  modern  improvements  were  erected. 
One  each  in  Benton,  Briar  Creek,  Fishing  Creek,  Greenwood,  Hemlock, 
Locust  and  Pine.  Berwick  built  a  substantial  addition  with  all 
modern  improvements  to  the  Market  street  building  at  a  cost  of 
|!10,000.  Many  houses  were  repaired  and  supplied  with  better  furni- 
ture and  apparatus.  Some  districts  were  unable  to  comply  fully  with 
3-6-94 
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the  law  regarding  out-buildings,  yet  this  receives  closer  attention  and 
all  desire  to  comjjly  with  the  law. 

Fourteen  districts  had  more  than  six  months'  school.  Every  dis- 
trict did  something  to  advance  the  schools.  A  stronger  and  better 
educational  sentiment  everywhere  prevails.  I  have  urged  dii'ectors 
to  abolish  having  principals  and  assistants  in  lower  grades  in  graded 
schools.  Berwick,  Bloom  and  Centralia  recently  did  so  and  better 
work  is  accomplished. 

The  majority  of  our  teachers  are  faithful,  conscientious,  and  pro- 
gressive. A  few,  still  hoping  to  continue  teaching  by  the  eternal 
efficiency  of  higher  grade  certificates,  are  neither  progressive,  quali- 
fied, nor  disposed  to  qualify  themselves.  Directors,  however,  as  a 
rule,  more  carefully  select  teachers,  and  ability  and  skill  more  general- 
ly prevail.  Hereafter  teachers  with  provisional  certificates  wiU  be 
marked  in  the  practice  of  teaching  as  in  the  subjects. 

This  was  the  year  to  renew  professional  certificates.  Several 
teachers  holding  such  certificates  were  informed  that  they  must  com- 
ply with  the  law  requiring  examination. 

Free  text  books  give  general  satisfaction,  and  it  is  a  fitting  time 
to  introduce  a  graded  course  of  study  into  the  ungraded  schools  and 
we  hope  to  have  such  a  course  ready  by  the  beginning  of  the  coming 
teiTU.  The  instruction  in  physiology-,  reading,  language,  primary 
arithmetic  and  drawing  is  improving. 

The  high  schools  of  the  county  each  sent  out  a  number  of  graduates. 
The  Xormal  continues  to  make  improvements,  to  have  a  large  at- 
tendance, and  to  graduate  large  classes. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  directors  for  my  unanimous  re-election  at  an 
increased  salary,  the  Department  for  courtesies  and  counsel,  those 
papers  that  aided  the  school  work,  and  especially  those  directors 
whose  fair  mindedness  and  loyalty  to  their  trusts,  and  those  teachers 
whose  fidelity  to  their  positions  and  hearty  sympathy  and  co-opera- 
tion, made  the  year's  work  easier  and  successful.  And  to  all  ihe 
people  of  the  county  at  whose  hands  I  received  duidng  the  year  the 
kindest  treatment  and  the  most  generous  hospitality,  my  sincere 
thanks  are  gratefully'  tendered. 


CRAWFORD  COLINTY— George  I.  Wright. 

I  close  the  work  of  the  past  school  year  with  more  than  the  ordi- 
nary degree  of  satisfaction.  It  has  been  a  year  of  hard  work  for 
teachers  and  school  officers.  The  labor  expended,  however,  has 
brought  about  results  of  which  we  all  feel  proud. 
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Today  there  are  but  two  ungraded  schools  in  our  county;  every 
district  has  a  continuous  school  term;  teachers'  wages  are  increasing; 
the  teaching  force  is  kept  at  the  minimum  in  regard  to  number;  aver- 
age age  of  teachers  is  rising;  and  a  general  increase  of  interest  on 
the  part  of  patrons  and  pupils  is  quite  noticeable. 

Most  of  this  is  due  to  the  stimulus  given  to  all  by  the  introduction 
of  the  '"course  of  study"  and  ''graded  system."  Two  hundred  forty- 
nine  pupUs  finished  the  work  of  the  eighth  grade  (eighth  year),  and 
were  given  certificates  of  advancement,  in  the  form  of  common  school 
diplomas,  which  are  intended  to  admit  to  ninth  year  work  in  any  of 
the  graded  borough  or  city  schools  of  the  county. 

One  of  the  chief  benefits  to  the  schools,  of  this  scheme,  is  that  it 
stimulates  interest  on  the  part  of  the  parent.  Parents  always  be- 
come interested  when  the  children  become  interested,  and  the  exam- 
inations, reports,  certificates  and  the  like,  have  a  wonderful  effect 
upon  the  young  people.  I  think  the  system  cannot  be  too  highly  com- 
mended. Ever}'body  is  awakened;  teachers  are  obliged  to  do  the 
work,  or  they  are  subjected  to  cross-fire  from  parent  and  Superintend- 
ent. The  Superintendent  has  closer  supersdsion,  and  is  able  tO'  reach 
pupils  and  teachers  alike,  thus  insuring  more  faithful  work  on  all 
sides. 

Two  of  our  townships.  South  Shenango  and  Steuben,  have  set  the 
pace  for  next  year  by  raising  the  salary,  of  the  best  of  their  teachere, 
to  |35  per  month,  while  Mead  takes  the  initiatory  step  in  the  township 
high  school  scheme  by  buUding  a  new  two-story  brick  school  building, 
in  which  it  is  designed  to  place  a  first-class  teacher,  and  add  a  ninth 
and  tenth  year's  course  to  the  curriculum.  This  township  will  have 
two  "high  schools,"  where  any  pupils  in  the  township,  who  have 
passed  the  eighth  year  work,  will  be  admitted  to  classes  doing  the 
same  general  work  which  is  done  in  the  ninth  and  tenth  years  of  our 
cities  or  boroughs.  This  township  has  twelve  one-story  brick  build- 
ings, and  three  two-story  brick  buildings,  aU  fitted  up  in  modem 
style,  most  of  these  being  models  of  neat  and  orderly  school  architect- 
ure, with  slate  blackboards,  bells,  globes,  charts,  and  all  that  goes  to 
make  up  a  well-arranged  school  building. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  purchasing  of  books,  etc.,  put  the 
district  in  debt  $1,200,  the  board  is  now  building  two  new  brick 
houses,  one  the  two-story  "high  school"  building.  These  will  take 
nearly  all  of  the  State  appropriation  to  complete.  The  board  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  its  progressive  school  spirit. 

Conneaut  Lake  borough  also  built  an  addition  to  their  school  build- 
ing, which  makes  it  one  of  the  best  buildings  in  the  county  for  a  town 
of  its  size. 

Taken  all  in  all,  I  feel  that  all  things  are  working  together  for  good. 
Teachers  have  been  required  to  take  some  professional  study  in  the 
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line  of  theory  of  teaching,  and  have  done  good  work.  More  than  150 
of  our  teachers  left  their  school  rooms  in  March  and  April  for  Normal 
schools,  where  they  have  done  excellent  work. 

The  school  forces  of  this  county  are  all  ready  for  a  vigorous,  ag- 
gre^ive  and  progressive  campaign  during  the  coming  school  year. 
We  look  forward  with  a  good  deal  of  i)leasure  in  anticipation  of  a 
successful  year  of  school  work.  I  am  grateful  for  encouragement  and 
assistance  rendered  by  teacher-s,  directors  and  fdends  of  education 
all  over  the  county.  The  newspaper  men  of  our  county  are  also  en- 
titled to  credit  and  thanks  for  the  many  kind  and  helpful  things  said 
in  behalf  of  the  educational  interests  of  the  county. 

I  close  this  report  much  pleased  at  the  results  attained,  and  hoping 
for  more  and  still  better  results  dunng  the  coming  year. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— A.  J.  Beitzel. 

In  submitting  this  summary  of  the  educational  affairs  of  this 
county  for  the  year  just  past,  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  reporting 
but  a  single  district  whose  school  tenii  remains  at  the  minimum 
fixed  by  law.  Last  j^ear,  under  the  stimulus  of  an  increased  appropria- 
tion, a  general  advance  in  the  term  was  made,  only  two  districts  fail- 
ing to  respond. 

Progress  in  this  direction  has  been  maintained  during  the  present 
year.  One  district  advanced  from  eight  months  to  nine;  a  second, 
from  seven  to  eight  and  a  third,  from  six  to  eight. 

The  salaries  of  teachere  have  also  kept  in  touch  with  this  upward 
tendency.  Fourteen  districts  having  advanced  the  salaries,  though 
in  some  instances  but  slightly.  When  we  consider  that  these  advances 
have  been  made  in  the  face  of  the  compulsory  furnishing  of  text 
books  and  supplies,  by  the  districts,  it  indicates  a  pennanency  of 
growth  that  is  most  gratifying  to  the  friends  of  popular  education, 
and  that  presages  a  still  brighter  future. 

Although  it  is  possible  that  a  few  districts  may  falter  in  maintain- 
ing the  advanced  ground  they  have  taken,  we  have  reason  to  believe 
that  other  districts  will  grasp  the  banner  of  progress  from  wavering 
hands,  and  bearing  it  aloft,  will  plant  it  upon  still  higher  ground. 

In  the  belief  that  the  primary-  school  is  the  corner  stone  of  our  edu 
cational  system,  it  has  been  our  fond  hope  and  constant  aim  to  see 
these  schools  placed  upon  a  higher  plane  of  efficiency.  It  is  grafify- 
ing  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  idea  that  anybody  can  teach  a 
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primary  school  has  been  pretty  thoroughly  obliterated  from  the  miuds 
of  the  people.  Directors  realize  generally  that  when  habits  of  study, 
processes  of  thought,  love  of  refinement  and  culture,  and  the  desire 
to  realize  those  relationships  which  characterize  the  time  nobility  of 
human  life,  have  been  formed  aright  in  the  early  stages  of  school  life, 
as  well  as  of  home  life,  no  reforms  are  likely  ever  to  be  needed.  Conse- 
quently they  have  cast  about  for  the  best  talent  at  their  command 
for  these  schools,  experience  and  special  training  being  considered 
more  essentially  necessary  qualifications  here,  than  in  the  higher 
grades.  The  result  is  a  remarkable  improvement  in  this  department 
of  school  work. 

Mere  motherlj^  qualities  are  no  longer  the  exclusive  passport  to  the 
realm  of  primary  instniction.  The  primary  teacher  must  be  able  to 
analyze  and  stimulate  the  mental  faculties  and  moral  sensibilities  of 
the  child,  during  the  most  sensitive  period  of  character  formation; 
she  must  add  to  his  vocabulary  and  direct  his  diction ;  she  must  fur- 
nish the  material  for  expanding  his  thoughts  and  the  ability  to  com- 
prehend them;  she  must  stimulate  originality  and  set  the  imagina- 
tion aglow;  she  must  develop  a  keen  perception  of  the  true  and  the 
beautiful;  she  must  make  his  school  environment  an  atmosphere  of 
purest  thought  that  will  emancipate  his  soul  from  the  thraldom  of 
materialilty  and  lift  it  into  the  free  spirituality  for  which  it  is  des- 
tined. 

The  high  schools  of  the  county  graduated  about  the  usual  number 
at  the  close  of  their  respective  terms.  The  commencement  occasions 
are  very  interesting  and  attract  large  audiences  to  enjoy  the  exercises. 

The  Mechanicsburg  school  authorities  have  established  a  super- 
visory principalship  and  added  a  vocal  music  instructor  to  the  teach- 
ing force.  Under  the  direction  'of  the  supervisory  principal  tlie 
courses  of  study  for  the  different  grades  have  been  somewhat  modified, 
and  Latin  and  a  few  other  branches  added  to  the  high  school  coai-sr. 
Under  the  new  regime  it  is  also  provided  that  the  supervisory  princi- 
pal shall  pass  upon  the  merits  of  the  candidates  for  graduation  from 
the  high  school. 

Our  high  schools  are  generally  well  equipped  in  teaching  force,  but 
there  seems  to  exist  a  tendency  to  force  pupils  through  the  grades  to 
graduation  in  advance  of  their  jears.  The  consequence  is  that  they 
leave  school  lacking  maturity  and  comprehensiveness  of  mind,  the 
power  of  theoretical  analysis,  and  practical  methods  of  work,  all  of 
which  are  essential  preliminaries  to  immediate  success  in  life. 

In  some  instances  the  conditions  of  examination  are  adjusted  to  the 
intellectual  status  of  the  class,  instead  of  having  a  fixed  standard  by 
which  to  meavsure  the  attainmentsof  the  class.  To  my  mind  it  were 
better  to  gra  duate  fewer  classes,  so  that  the  diploma  they  bear  might 
represent  a  standard  value  in  the  educational  market.    We  invite 
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school  authorities  to  a  thoughtful  consideration  of  these  observations. 

The  paramount  educational  need  of  the  rural  districts  is  a  system 
of  well-organized  and  thoroughly  equipped  grammar  or  high  schools. 
The  experiment  has  been  made  by  several  districts  with  only  fair 
results,  owing  to  the  inconvenient  location  of  the  buildings,  and  one 
or  two  other  districts  have  the  matter  in  contemplation.  These 
schools  if  properly  located  in  the  various  districts  will  afford  opportu- 
nities for  all  to  get  such  an  education  as  only  a  few  can  get  whose 
parents  can  afford,  either  to  send  them  away  from  home  to  prepara- 
tory or  high  schools,  or  remo-^'-'  their  families  to  the  towns  where 
ample  educational  facilities  are  supplied.  There  can  be  no  good 
reason  why  country  children  should  not  have  equal  educational  ad- 
vantages with  their  city  cousins.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  may  have 
early  legislation,  establishing  township  high  schools,  in  response  to 
this  growing  demand. 

Although  nothing  is  of  more  value  in  the  school  than  libraries,  very 
few  district  schools  are  provided  with  them.  No  system  of  education 
is  complete  that  affords  no  other  sources  of  information  than  the  text 
books.  No  teacher  can  hope  to  interest  his  classes  for  any  length  of 
time,  or  direct  them  to  help  themselves,  whose  intellectual  life  is 
walled  in  by  the  lids  of  the  text  books.  We  hope  some  interest  may 
be  aroused  in  this  direction  in  the  near  future. 

Considerable  sums  of  money  were  expended  during  the  year  in  re- 
pairing, repainting,  and  otherwise  beautifying  school  property.  A 
number  of  houses  were  supplied  with  new  patent  furniture  and  slate 
boards.  Several  districts  purchased  dictionaries,  charts,  and  other 
educational  appliances. 

A  new  four-room  brick  school  building  with  modem  equipments 
will  be  erected  in  New  Cumberland,  and  a  single  room  house  in  Upper 
Mifflin  and  Hopewell  districts  respectively,  during  the  coming  year. 

Flag  raisings,  with  appropriate  exercises,  were  held  in  a  number  of 
districts  throughout  the  county  and  large  audiences  were  in  attend- 
ance in  every  instance.  Our  patriotic  orders  and  teachers  are  doing 
effective  work  in  instilling  into  the  minds  of  the  rising  generation,  a 
thoroughly  American  sentiment. 

The  fortieth  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  Carlisle,  the  county 
seat,  from  December  4  to  8,  1893,  aU  but  four  of  the  teachers  being 
present.  The  directors  and  teachers  of  Carlisle  identified  themselves 
as  heretofore  with  the  convention,  and  the  most  cordial  relations  be- 
tween the  school  people  of  the  city  and  county  exist. 

The  Directors'  Association  held  their  morning  session  (Thursday) 
in  the  Carlisle  high  school  building,  and  in  the  afternoon  met  in  joint 
convention  with  the  teachers,  in  the  court  room.  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and  Dr.  Geo.  Edward  Reed, 
President  of  Dickinson  College,  addressed  the  joint  convention,  and 
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Dr.  Warfield,  President  of  LaFayette  College,  addressed  the  insti- 
tute during  the  week. 

The  institute  was  deeply  interesting  and  eminently  practical.  Im- 
mense audiences  were  in  attendance  upon  all  the  sessions.  The  di- 
rectors' association  was  largely  attended  by  directors,  and  its  work 
has  been  a  helpful  factor  in  the  county. 

The  usual  number  of  teachers'  examinations  were  held  in  the  county, 
but  a  smaller  number  of  applicants  were  certificated  than  in  any  pre- 
vious year.  It  is  our  purpose  to  protect  qualified  teachers  in  their 
profession,  and  to  relieve  directors  from  the  importunity  of  mediocrity, 
in  filling  the  schools.  The  only  way  to  accomplish  this  is  to  raise  the 
standard  of  provisional  certificates  and  in  this  effort  I  ask  the  support 
of  teachers,  directors,  and  patrons. 

The  attendance  from  this  county  at  the  Normal  school  of  this  dis- 
trict has  been  much  greater  this  year  than  in  any  previous  year.  The 
Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  School,  under  the  present  manage- 
ment has  rapidly  grown  in  influence  and  efficiency,  and  its  impress 
upon  our  schools  is  felt  more  and  more  as  the  yenrsi  pass  by. 

Our  teachers,  as  a  iTile,  have  made  positive  advancement  in  their 
intellectual  and  professional  qualifications;  they  have  been  responsive 
to  suggestions  made  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools;  they  have 
conscientiously  and  faithfully  performed  their  work,  for  all  of  which 
they  have  our  warmest  commendations.  Directors,  teachers  and 
friends  of  popular  education,  we  have  an  arduous  task  before  us!  The 
children  of  today  will  be  the  men  and  women  of  the  next  generation, 
and  they  will  bless  us,  or  condemn  us,  in  proportion  to  our  success  or 
failure  in  fitting  them  for  their  parts  in  life. 

Let  us  cultivate  in  our  hearts  a  more  genuine  love  for  children,  and 
study  more  closely  the  philosophy  of  child-life  and  the  processes  by 
which  it  may  be  properly  expanded. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  all  who  have  in  any  way  contributed 
to  the  success  of  the  schools,  and  to  solicit  your  sympathies  and  co- 
operation for  the  future.  Backed  with  these,  I  am  willing  to  face  tlie 
storms  and  snows  of  winter  and  the  rains  and  mud  of  spring. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY— R  M.  McNeal. 

The  law  which  went  into  effect  this  year  requiring  boards  of  school 
directors  to  furnish  text  books  and  necessary  supplies  for  the  schools, 
was  faithfully  obeyed  by  the  directors  of  this  county. 
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On  visiting  the  schools  during  the  year  I  was  greatly  pleased  with 
the  liberality  displayed  by  the  different  boards  in  this  particular,  I 
found  scarcely  a  district  in  which  everything  contemplated  by  the 
law  was  not  generously  provided. 

The  act  has  proved  a  most  beneficent  measure,  and  it  could  not  have 
been  passed  at  a  more  opportune  time. 

With  the  large  number  of  men  in  enforced  idleness  through  the 
suspension  of  public  works  and  the  general  depression  in  business  in 
all  parts  of  the  countrj^  during  the  past  jear,  hundreds  of  children 
that  attended  school  would  necessarily  have  been  kept  at  home,  had 
the  parents  been  obliged  to  furnish  their  books. 

Free  books  have  resulted  in  many  advantages  to  the  schools.  They 
have  led  to  better  classification  in  the  countiy  schools;  they  have 
obviated  the  diflSculties  heretofore  experienced  of  pupils  being  unable 
to  go  on  with  their  work  thi'ough  lack  of  the  necesisary  books;  and 
they  have  contributed  greatly  to  increase  the  attendance  in  all  the 
schools.  We  never  before  had  so  large  an  average  attendance  in  the 
early  part  of  the  term  as  during  the  j'ear  just  closed. 

The  few  disadvantages  arising  from  the  operation  of  the  free  text 
book  law  are  so  greatly  overbalanced  by  the  benefits  derived  from  it 
as  to  commend  the  measure  as  an  exceedingly  wise  one. 

The  county  institute  (forty-first  annual  session)  was  held  at  Har- 
risburg,  November  13-17,  1893.  The  Board  of  Control  of  the  city 
kindly  granted  us  the  use  of  their  splendid  new  high  school  building 
in  which  to  hold  the  sessions,  and  the  President  of  the  Board,  Mv. 
Nelson  Hoffman,  opened  the  exercises  with  a  cordial  address  of  wel- 
come to  the  teachers. 

The  unanimous  opinion  of  the  teachers  seemed  to  be  that  this  was 
the  best  institute  ever  held  in  the  county. 

Whether  absolutely  the  best  in  every  particular  or  not,  it  was  at 
least  equal  to  our  most  successful  meetings  in  character  of  work  and 
in  the  interest  manifested  in  its  exercises.  This  verdict  was  undoubt- 
edly due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  pleasant,  comfortable  and  conve- 
nient place  of  meeting. 

In  conducting  the  section  work  heretofore,  the  different  departments 
were  scattered  about  the  city  at  points  remote  from  one  another  re- 
sulting in  the  loss  of  time  and  the  sacrifice  of  opportunities  for  social 
intercourse. 

This  year  all  the  exercises  were  held  under  one  roof. 

The  class  rooms  were  well  adapted  to  the  section  work,  and  tlie 
large  assembly  room  amply  accommodated  the  whole  body  at  opening 
exercises,  and  when  all  the  departments  met  together  for  work. 

The  day  instnictoi-s  were  Dr.  E.  T.  Jeffers,  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  Dr. 
E.  O.  Lyte,  Miss  Ida  S.  MacMullan,  Prof.  F.  H.  Green,  Prof.  J.  F.  Ba?'- 
ton,  Prof.  A.  D.  Meloy  and  Prof.  E.  W.  Newton. 
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Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instraction,  was  pres- 
ent one  day  and  delivered  a  strong,  practical  address  that  was  liiglily 
appreciated. 

Daily  instruction  in  vocal  music  was  given  by  Prof.  Newton  who  had 
charge  of  this  department  last  year. 

The  evening  lectures  and  entertainments  were  given  by  H.  W.  J. 
Ham,  Geo.  W.  Cable,  John  R  Clark  and  Will  Carleton. 

Our  local  institute  work  was  carried  forward  during  the  year  with 
increased  interest  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  the  general  public. 

In  addition  to  the  work  done  in  these  institutes  by  our  own  teachers, 
we  had  the  assistance  of  Deputy  Superintendent  Stewart  of  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction,  Prof.  Rothermel,  of  Kutztown,  Prof. 
Krichbaum  of  Millers^ille,  Prof.  Green  of  West  Chester  and  Profs. 
Eckels  and  Barton  of  Shippensburg. 

The  policy  adopted  several  3'ears  ago  of  holding  educational  meet- 
ings in  the  rural  districts  of  the  county  was  continued. 

The  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  within  reach  of  these  meetings 
are  invited  to  meet  the  Superintendent  and  consult  with  him  in  refer- 
ence to  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  schools.  These  meetings  gen- 
erally have  been  well  attended,  and  I  think  have  been  productive  of 
good  results. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  is  growing  in  interest  and  is 
exercising  a  potent  influence  for  good  on  the  schools  of  the  county. 

Two  meetings  were  held  during  the  year,  one  at  Harrisburg  on 
Thursday  of  county  institute  week,  and  another  at  Middletown,  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1894. 

A  larger  number  of  directors  were  present  at  the  Harrisburg  meet- 
ing than  have  attended  any  other  meeting  of  the  Association  since  its 
organization. 

The  Middletown  meeting  was  not  so  well  attended,  owing  to  the 
country  roads  having  been  closed  by  a  severe  snow  storm  the  preced- 
ing day. 

Prof.  Wm.  Howard  Day,  of  Harrisburg,  who  has  served  as  President 
of  the  Association  since  its  organization,  was  re-elected  at  this  meet- 
ing.   Mr.  C.  A.  Eeehling,  of  Steelton,  was  also  re-elected  secretary. 

Middle  Paxton  township,  which  for  several  years  has  enjoyed  the 
distinction  of  being  the  only  district  in  the  county  without  any  patent 
furniture,  this  year  supplied  one  room  with  new  patent  desks. 

A  few  districts  have  not  yet  fully  complied  with  the  law  relating 
to  out-buildings.  This  is  an  important  measure,  and  there  should  be 
no  delay  in  complying  with  its  provisions.  Unless  the  directors  who 
are  derelict  perform  their  duty  in  this  matter  they  may  find  them- 
selves in  the  county  courts  to  answer  for  their  negligence. 

]\rany  cf  our  schools  are  fairly  well  supplied  with  supplementary 


42  Public  Instruction.  [Off.  Doc. 

reading  matter  and  books  of  reference,  but  there  should  be  much  more 
done  in  this  direction,  especiall}^  in  the  county  districts. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  but  few  of  our  school  boards  have  been  per- 
suaded into  buying  expensive  charts  that  are  of  little  value  in  com- 
parison with  other  helps  and  appliances  that  should  be  in  the  schools. 

Two  or  three  districts  were  entrapped  by  wily  agents  into  spending 
several  hundred  dollars  very  injudiciously.  Had  that  money  been  put 
into  supplementary  reading  matter  and  reference  books  it  would  be 
of  some  value  to  the  chUdren. 

The  free  book  law  forestalled  other  progressive  movements  chat 
were  contemplated  in  some  districts  of  the  county.  Several  boards 
of  directoi's  that  had  expressed  their  purpose  to  lengthen  the  school 
term  and  increase  teachers'  salaries,  seemed  to  think  they  could  not  do 
so  when  required  to  furnish  free  books  and  supplies. 

In  most  cases  this  was  only  a  subterfuge,  ser\ing  as  an  excuse  for 
the  failure  to  perform  a  clearly  apprehended  duty. 

The  school  term  was  lengthened  in  only  two  districts — Rush  aud 
Royalton. 

Salaries  were  increased  in  sixteen  districts. 

By  reference  to  the  statistical  report  it  wiU  be  seen  that  there  are 
yet  nineteen  (19)  districts  in  the  county  that  keep  their  schools  open 
only  the  minimum  term  of  six  (G)  months. 

In  these  districts  the  average  tax  levied  for  school  purposes  is  2  1-5 
mills. 

The  State  appropriation  received  by  all  the  districts  in  the  county 
is  fifty-seven  and  one-half  (57^)  per  cent,  of  the  amount  expended  for 
teachers'  salaries. 

In  seven  (7)  districts  in  the  county  the  amount  of  State  appropria- 
tion received  this  year  exceeds  the  amount  of  tax  levied  for  school 
purposes. 

One  of  the  districts  in  this  list  levied  one-half  a  mill  for  school  pur- 
poses, and  received  nearl}-  five  hundred  dollai-s  more  State  appropria- 
tion than  it  paid  out  in  teachers'  wages. 

In  view  of  the  facts  stated  ,it  must  be  apparent  to  the  directors 
of  these  districts  that  they  are  not  doing  what  they  should  do  for  the 
education  of  the  children  under  their  supervision. 

How  long  will  the  people  submit  to  this  parsimonious  policy  that 
denies  their  cliildren  the  education  they  need  for  success  in  life? 

Conewago  township  this  year  joined  the  list  of  districts  that  grade 
teachers'  salaries.  The  plan  of  grading  salaries  has  proved  a  success 
wherever  it  has  been  adopted. 

It  leads  to  a  higher  standard  of  qualifications  on  the  part  of 
teachers,  secures  better  work  in  the  school  room,  and  offers  deserved 
encouragement  to  progressive  teachers. 

There  has  been  marked  improvement  in  the  scholarship  and  profes- 
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sional  qualifications  of  our  teachers  during  the  past  year.  Many  of 
them  spend  in  going  to  school  all  that  they  earned  during  the  year 
teaching. 

Others  by  private  study  have  added  greatly  to  their  fund  of  scholas- 
tic and  professional  knowledge. 

Our  teachers  as  a  class  are  efficient,  earnest  and  faithful.  They 
are  doing  good,  honest  work  in  the  school  room;  they  are  full  of  zeal 
and  enthusiasm  and  co-operate  heartily  with  directors  and  Superin- 
tendent in  every  measure  calculated  to  improve  the  schools  and  ad- 
vance the  cause  of  education. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  there  are  some  in  our  ranks  who  have 
not  the  ability,  skill  and  interest  in  the  work  that  every  teacher  should 
po'ssess. 

Those  of  this  class  who  hold  provisional  certificates  are  dropped  as 
soon  as  the  facts  are  known  to  the  Superintendent, 

Of  the  applicants  rejected  at  the  examinations  just  held,  a  number 
would  have  been  entitled  to  pass  on  scholarship;  but  they  were  either 
lacking  in  moral  qualities,  or  they  had  shown  such  indifference  in 
the  work  as  to  force  the  conclusion  that  they  were  teaching  only  for 
the  money  that  is  in  it. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  be  even  more  exacting  on  these  points  in  the 
future. 

On  the  whole  our  schools  have  made  substantial  progress  during 
the  year  and  we  are  greatly  encouraged  at  the  outlook  for  the  future. 

Some  districts  have  done  all  that  could  reasonably  be  expected  of 
them;  others,  as  already  indicated,  have  not  measured  up  to  their 
duty. 

There  are  children  in  Dauphin  county  who  in  after  years  will  rise 
up  to  condemn  the  indifference,  false  economy  and  niggardly  policy  of 
those  who  were  responsible  for  their  early  education  and  training. 

Let  me  urge  parents  and  directors  to  give  due  consideration  to  the 
claims  and  obligations  upon  them  in  this  matter,  and  provide  such 
school  advantages  for  the  children  as  the  demands  of  the  age  require. 

There  is  sometimes  a  disposition  in  these  reports  to  indulge  in  con- 
gratulation and  extravagant  praise  altogether  unwarranted  by  the 
facts,  and  a  county  may  suffer  in  comparison  with  others  by  a  faithful 
portrayal  of  the  condition  of  her  schools. 

Nevertheless,  I  believe  it  to  be  my  duty  to  call  attention  to  the  de- 
fects as  well  as  the  commendable  features  of  our  schools. 

I  am  proud  of  our  teachers;  I  believe  they  are  as  faithful  and  effi- 
cient as  those  of  any  other  county  in  the  State;  many  of  our  directors 
are  public  spirited,  self-sacrificing  men  and  are  doing  all  they  can  for 
the  welfare  of  the  schools;  I  believe  our  schools  compare  favorably 
with  those  of  any  other  county  in  the  State;  yet  I  am  not,  and  should 
not  be,  blind  to  our  shortcomings  and  defects.     We  have  not  reached 
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thajt  standard  of  excellence  that  will  justify  us  in  indulging  solely  in 
gratulation  and  self  praise.  Bather  let  us  take  courage  from  the 
measure  of  success  achieved  in  the  past,  and  from  the  vantage  ground 
of  the  present,  work  earnestly  and  persistently  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  better  results  in  the  future. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY— A.  G.  C.  Smith. 

A  gradual  growth  in  the  school  work  of  the  county  was  looked  for 
and  we  were  not  disappointed  when  the  school  year  closed. 

Our  directors  and  teachere  are  determined  that  no  backward  step 
shall  be  taken,  but  on  the  other  hand  that  a  steady,  healthy  growth 
shall  be  maintained. 

The  directore  feel  that  a  good  foundation  must  be  laid  in  our  public 
school  work,  that  good  teachers  are  a  necessity,  and  that  they  can  not 
be  secured,  pennanently,  without  good  salaries. 

A  desire  for  thorouglily  equipped  teachers  is  manifest  on  every 
hand,  and  as  evidence  of  the  sincerity  on  the  part  of  the  school  boards, 
siilaries  have  been  increased.  Darby  borough,  Edgmont,  Marcus 
Hook,  Middletown  and  Eidlej'  Park  increased  the  salaries  of  their 
teachers  |5  jK^r  month,  and  Thornbury  $10  per  month.  The  directors 
of  Radnor  employed  two  male  ])rincipals  for  their  s<'hools  at  Oarrett 
Hill  and  AA^ayne,  paying  them  |700  and  $1,000  respectively,  when  the 
salary  paid  for  the  same  positions  the  year  previous  was  only  $475 
each. 

High  schools  have  been  established  at  Lansdowne  and  Wayne  and 
give  promise  of  very  great  success.  They  have  been  popular  with  tlie 
peoi)le  from  the  first  and  are  well  patronized.  The  directors  of  South 
Chester  built  a  two-room  addition  to  one  of  their  Third  sti-eet  schools 
and  occupied  both  rooms  at  once. 

The  Media  school  board  built  a  two-room,  brick  building  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  small  children  living  in  East  Media.  The  greatest 
care  has  been  taken,  upon  the  part  of  the  directors,  to  make  this  a 
model  school  building  in  evei*y  particular.  It  will  be  occupied  the 
coming  school  term.  The  directore  of  Aston  were  obliged  to  open  an 
additional  school.  Their  schools  were  kept  open  ten  months  this 
year.  Upper  Darby  opened  two  additional  schools  after  the  first  of 
January-,  and  Ridley  township  ojx^ned  one. 

The  i)i'ii!(i]>;tls  of  llic  ^ifiilia  riul  Marcus  Hook  schools  were  elected 
for  a  term  of  three  years  each. 
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Just  after  the  school  term  closed  last  year,  George  Heath,  Esq.,  of 
Clifton  Heights,  one  of  the  most  efficient  secretaries  any  school  board 
ever  had,  passed  peacefully  "over  the  river."  He  had  been  a  director 
for  a  long  term  of  years,  always  acting  as  secretary  of  the  board.  For 
a  long  time  his  annual  report  reached  the  County  Superintendent  in 
the  8  o'clock  mail,  Tuesday  morning,  the  day  after  the  organization  of 
the  new  board.  A  friendly  rivalry  had  arisen  between  him  and  Geo. 
E.  Burnley,  Esq.,  of  Upper  Darby,  of  which  Clifton  Heights  was  form- 
erly a  part,  as  to  who  should  have  their  reports  in  first.  Mr.  Burnley'si 
has  always  been  found  in  the  same  mail  with  'Squire  Heath's.  The 
'Squire's  cordial  greeting  is  greatly  missed  by  Superintendent,  teach- 
ers, directors  and  citizens  generally. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Yarnall,  one  of  our  most  successful  teachers  died  qiiite 
suddenly  on  October  14th.  She  taught  school  the  day  before,  and  her 
health,  which  was  not  the  best,  seemed  as  good  as  usual.  She  retired 
with  the  expectation  of  going  to  Philadelphia  in  the  morning,  but  at 
4  o'clock  A.  M.  she  was  taken  with  a  violent  hemorrhage  which  re- 
sulted in  her  death  in  a  few  minutes.  She  was  a  very  careful,, 
thorough  teacher,  and  always  exerted  an  influence  for  good  upon  her 
school,  which  was  very  noticeable  in  the  community. 

Our  teachers'  institute  maintained  its  high  standard  and  was  as 
well  attended  as  ever.  For  the  first  time  in  my  experience,the  Chester 
city  teachers  did  not  meet  with  us.  Having  seventy-five  teachers 
they  have  organized  their  own  annual  institute.  We  missed  their 
bright  faces  and  deep  interest  which  always  gave  inspiration  to  the 
lectui'ers  upon  the  platfonn  and  to  the  management  of  the  institute. 

The  director's  of  the  county  have  promptly  looked  after  the  condition 
of  the  school  buildings  and  their  out-houses,  and  made  them  comply 
with  the  law  concerning  the  same.  Very  few,  indeed,  did  not  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  law  before  its  enactment. 

The  school  work  has  taken  a  much  more  hopeful  turn  in  the  county. 
Boys  and  girls  no  longer  leave  our  schools  at  so  early  an  age  but  con- 
tinue regular  in  their  attendance  and  interested  in  their  work  so  that 
many  districts  have  been  able  to  add  another  yearns  study  to  their 
course.  Two  notable  instances  occurred  this  yeajr.  The  Clifton 
Heights  school  graduated  thirteen  pupils  whose  average  age  was  four- 
teen years  and  six  months.  All  but  two  of  the  class  will  return  for 
at  least  another  year's  study.  At  Wayne,  nine  were  graduated  at  an 
average  age  of  fourteen  years  and  seven  months.  They  all  return  for 
another  year's  study,  and  possibly  for  a  longer  period  since  a  High 
school  course  is  being  established  there. 

With  bright  hopes  for  the  next  school  term,  we  return  our  tliauks 
to  all.  who  in  any  way  aided  in  contributing  to  the  success  of  the  work 
in  our  schools  for  the  year  just  closed. 
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ELK  COUNTY— Wm.  H.  Deveraux. 

In  submitting  this,  my  first  yearly  report,  it  affords  me  much 
pleasure  to  say  there  has  been  marked  advancement  in  the  interest 
of  the  schools  of  Elk  county.  Evidence  of  educational  growth  is 
noticeable  in  nearly  every  district,  and  there  has  been  much  interest 
manifested  on  the  part  of  all  concerned.  We  hope  to  keep  up  this 
educational  enthusiasm,  which  has  taken  hold  of  patrons  and  pupils 
by  employing  teachers  who  have  heart  power  and  are  in  evei'y  sense  of 
the  word  qualified  to  do  their  work. 

Elk  county  can  boast  of  her  good  school  buildings  and  high  salaries. 
Teachers  with  long  experience  come  to  us  from  all  parts  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  other  states  because  the  salaries  paid  are  much  higher,  as 
a  nile,  than  they  can  secure  elsewhere.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  bet- 
ter salaries  paid  by  the  different  boards  of  Elk  county  will  continue, 
though  the  times  are  hard. 

Two  new  school  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year.  The  one 
at  St.  Mary's  is  a  large  two-story  brick  buUding,  costing  ten  thousand 
doUars.  It  contains  eight  rooms  and  has  the  Smead  system  of  heating 
and  ventilation.  The  other  ,  at  Hallton,  Spring  township,  is  a  sub- 
stantial frame  building,  having  two  rooms. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  school  year,  many  of  the  schools  were  com- 
pelled to  shift  along  as  best  they  could  without  books,  as  it  appears 
some  of  the  publishing  houses  were  unable  to  fill  their  orders  as 
readily  as  was  desired;  but  in  time,  all  the  schools  were  supplied  with 
books  and  stationery.  It  did  not  take  many  months  to  regain  with 
free  text  books  what  we  had  previously  lost.  Free  text  books  are  a 
blessing  to  the  poor  man's  children. 

Our  Institute  was  held  at  Eidgway,  during  the  month  of  .October. 
The  instructors  were:  E.  E.  White,  of  Columbus,  Superintendent  R. 
M.  McNeal,  of  Steelton,  Dauphin  county,  and  Prof.  C.  M.  Eugh  of  r.ne 
Clarion  Is^ormal.  The  evening  lecturers  were:  E.  E.  White  and  Prof. 
L.  I.  Handy.  Teachers  and  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  attending 
the  Institute,  pronounced  it  a  very  successful  one. 

Elk  county  has  one  hundred  forty-five  teachers  employed  and  four 
thousand  three  hundred  eighty-nine  pupils  enrolled.  During  the  year 
I  visited  every  school  in  the  County  but  one,  making  in  all  two  hun- 
dred eighteen  visits.  In  the  majority  of  the  districts  I  made  two 
visits  to  each  school,  averaging  one-half  day  in  each  school.  Thirteen 
examinations  were  held,  making  one  examination  in  ever  district 
of  the  county  and  one  hundred  twenty-six  applicants  examii  %  thir- 
teen of  which  were  refused  certificates. 
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In  the  discbarge  of  my  duty  as  Superintendent  of  Elk  county  I  have 
endeavored  to  work  for  the  best  interest  of  the  schools.  My  acquaint- 
ance with  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  will  enable  me  to  do  more 
effective  work  in  the  future. 

By  reason  of  good  salaries  paid,  Elk  county  may  congratulate  her- 
self to  know  that  her  teachers  constitute  a  progressive  and  enterpris- 
ing class,  and  are  willing  to  work  for  the  advancement  of  the  schools. 
They  should  receive  all  encouragement  possible  from  the  public  in  the 
performance  of  duties,  and  from  the  school  boards  a  continuance  of 
good  salaries. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  teachers,  directors,  patrons,  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction  and  others  for  assistance  rendered 
during  my  first  year. 


ERIE  COUNTY— Thos.  C.  Miller. 

Without  reflecting  upon  the  educational  work  of  the  past  in  this 
county,  and  without  boasting,  I  can  say  that  the  advancement  of  the 
past  year  far  exceeds  that  of  previous  years.  The  work  has  been  very 
successful  both  in  organized  effort  and  in  results  obtained. 

One  Term. 

The  continuous  term  is  established  in  every  district  in  this  county. 
In  districts  where  we  have  had  it  the  longest,  fully  90  per  cent,  of  the 
little  ones  attend  all  the  year,  and  it  will  be  the  same  over  the  county 
as  soon  as  the  people  get  accustomed  to  the  new  order  of  things.  With 
the  State  appropriation  at  stake,  it  was  was  easy  to  abolish  the  sum- 
mer term. 

Course  of  Study. 

The  schools  are  carefully  graded  on  sound  educational  principles, 
and  in  accordance  with  our  needs.  In  connection  with  the  course  of 
study  we  are  using  Welch's  system  of  Eecords,  a  system  which  has 
many  excellent  points.  The  teachers  report  to  me  twice  a  year,  and 
report  to  the  parents  each  month.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  pupils 
who  pass  the  examinations  are  given  certificates  of  promotion  and 
those  who  finish  the  course  are  granted  the  common  school  diploma. 

The  working  of  the  course  greatly  stimulated  both  teacher  and 
pupil.  The  children  are  made  to  feel  that  a  good  common  school  edu- 
cation is  the  least  that  any  citizen  of  this  country  should  have,  and 
that  the  common  school  course  is  so  much  preparation  for  a  higher 
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course.  The  elements  of  civil  government  are  now  required  to  be 
taught  in  the  schools  of  this  county.  Seventy-seven  pupils  completed 
the  common  school  course  this  spring  and  most  of  them  will  enter 
our  borough  and  city  high  schools  in  September.  Our  aim  is  to  lay  a 
good  foundation  in  the  common  school. 

Examinations. 

More  persons  applied  for  certificates  this  year  than  last.  Thirty- 
three  and  one-third  per  cent  of  the  applicants  were  rejected.  Very 
few  apply  who  have  not  made  preparation  in  high  school,  academ^^ 
or  ISTormal  school.  Our  teachers  realize  that  to  follow  the  profession, 
preparation  must  be  made  the  same  as  in  other  lines  of  professional 
work.  I  have  required  the  teachers  to  make  a  careful  study  of 
"White's  Elements  of  Pedagogy"  for  professional  improvement  and 
have  based  the  examination  in  theory  of  teaching  on  it. 

Summer  Normals. 

Edinboro  Normal  and  Waterford  Academy  held  Summer  Normals 
for  the  benefit  of  our  teachers  who  wished  to  take  a  special  course  in 
pedagogy.  The  attendance  at  these  schools  exceeded  the  expecta- 
tions of  ever}'  one,  and  it  speaks  well  for  the  zeal  of  our  teachers. 
Superior  advantages  were  offered  and  teachers  who  attended  will  be 
worth  more  to  the  schools. 

County  Institute. 

Our  county  institute  last  November  was  conceded  by  all  to  be  the 
best,  largest  and  most  enthusiastic  ever  held  in  this  corner  of  the 
State.  We  met  in  the  court  house,  but  soon  found  it  necessaiy  to 
adjourn  to  the  high  school  auditorium  during  the  afteraoons,  where 
we  had  orderly,  intelligent  and  attentive  audiences  of  one  thousand 
two  hundred  teachers  and  interested  citizens  and  pupils  listening  to 
the  words  of  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Depy.  Supt.  Pub.  Instr.  Dr.  John  B. 
De  Motte,  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Hunt,  Prof.  Byron  W.  King,  Miss  Anna  Buck- 
bee,  I*rof.  Jas.  K.  Burns  and  Supt.  H.  0.  Missimer. 

Local  Institutes. 

I  appointed  a  chairman  in  each  township  to  carry  on  local  institutes 
in  connection  with  the  borough  principals  and  teachers.  These  raei^t- 
ings  resulted  in  much  good  to  the  pupils  and  teachers  by  enthusing 
teachers  and  enlisting  the  assistance  and  co-operation  of  parents. 

Financial  Condition. 

When  the  State  appropriation  was  increased  many  school  boards 
lowered  their  rate  of  taxation,  thinking  the  increase  was  to  benefit 
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tax  payers  instead  of  pupils.  Last  year  the  free  text  book  law  and 
law  requiring-  better  out-bouses  came  into  effect.  The  result  is,  as  my 
reports  show,  that  in  a  majority  of  the  districts  the  liabilities  exceed 
the  resources,  and  directors  feel  a  little  pinched  for  means.  As  a  rule 
we  have  excellent  directors,  who  are  alive  to  the  interests  of  the 
schools  and  labor  for  their  improvement. 

Conclusion. 

Encouraging  as  the  work  of  the  past  year  has  been,  we  are  by  no 
means  satisfied  with  our  present  attainments,  but  hope  to  further 
improve  our  schools  the  coming  year.  All  have  worked  hard  but  can 
do  better. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY— E.  F.  Torter. 

Fayette  county,  with  her  rich  natural  resources,  and  her  varied 
industrial  interests,  is  not  unmindful  of  the  welfare  of  popular  edu- 
cation. 

Wherever  teachers  are  doing  good  work,  the  pride  of  the  citizens  of 
that  place  is  the  success  of  their  schools.  Our  people  are  learning 
more  and  more  every  year  to  appreciate  the  inestimable  value  of  our 
free  school  system.  Parents,  as  a  rule,  realize  that  the  best,  the 
cheapest  and  the  most  satisfactory  way  of  preparing  their  children 
for  usefulness,  happiness  and  citizenship  in  a  free  country,  is  to  give 
them  the  unlimited  advantages  of  the  public  school. 

Directors. 

Directors,  with  few  exceptions,  are  alive  to  their  duties,  and  stand 
as  faithful  giiardians,  ready  to  do  whatever  they  believe  will  further 
the  progress  of  the  schools  under  their  charge. 

This  is  very  encouraging  to  teachers.  County  Superintendent  and 
all  friends  of  the  schools. 

Appropriation  and  Free  Text  Books.. 

The  large  appropriation  and  free  text  boolcs  have  done  a  wonderful 
work  for  our  schools.  And  yet  some  directors  seem  to  have  lost  sight 
of  the  end  in  view  of  the  increased  State  aid — that  of  bettering  the 
condition  of  the  schools,  lengthening  the  term,  buying  apparatus,  in- 
creasing salaries  (to  secure  better  teachers),  etc.  On  the  other  hand, 
4-6-94 
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these  directors  cling  to  the  opinion  that  the  aforesaid  appropriation 
is  to  reduce  taxes,  notwithstanding  the  school  tax,  heretofore,  has  not 
been  burdensome  to  the  people. 

I  trust  that  next  year  may  find  the  minds  of  all  disabused  on  this 
matter. 

The  free  text  book  law  is  a  Grod-send  to  the  parents  and  children 
of  this  Commonwealth.  Increased  attendance  is  the  result  aU  over 
the  county.  Before  the  day  of  free  text  books,  there  were  found  in 
nearly  every  school  pupUs  not  studying  all  the  branches  prescribed 
by  law,  for  the  reason  that  the  parents  of  said  pupils  were  not  able  to 
buy  all  the  books  and  were  too  proud  to  beg  them  of  the  school  boards. 
Especially,  was  this  true  in  the  country  schools.  But  now  this  diffi- 
culty is  vanished,  and  we  have  taken  a  long  step  toward  adopting  a 
course  of  study  and  grading  the  rural  schools. 

Water  Closets. 

I  have  looked  carefully  after  the  condition  of  these  buUdings,  and 
and  am  sorry  to  report  that  in  many  cases  they  are  not  what  they 
should  be  either  as  to  construction  or  location.  Wherever  I  found 
the  closets  not  arranged  in  compliance  with  the  wise  law  bearing 
upon  this  subject,  I  called  the  attention  of  the  board,  or  some  member 
of  it,  to  the  importance  of  the  matter,  and  succeeded  fairly  well. 

Where  I  found  indifference  or  neglect  in  this  direction,  the  directors 
promised  to  have  everything  made  right  by  next  year.  I  recommend, 
in  every  case,  where  there  is  sufficient  ground,  to  build  the  closets  on 
opposite  points  of  the  lot.  I  believe  this  is  much  better  than  the  ap- 
proach or  partition. 

Visitations. 

I  visited  3G9  schools  once,  and  a  goodly  number  of  them  twice. 
Found  several  schools  closed  when  I  called  to  visit  them. 

The  time  I  spent  in  the  schools  was  not  quite  satisfactory  to  myself, 
but  I  did  the  best  I  could.  To  reach  all  the  schools  during  the  term, 
I  had  to  average  four  a  day.  I  can  say  that  in  a  large  majority  of  the 
schools  I  visited  I  found  satisfactory  work  being  done,  and  indeed, 
in  many  of  them,  the  work  was  excellent,  both  on  the  part  of  teachers 
and  pupils.  I  believe  we  have  several  graded  schools  that  will  com- 
pare favorably  with  the  best  schools  in  the  State. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  the  progress  in  many  of  our  rural  schools 
in  the  way  of  better  methods,  better  discipline  and  more  rapid  ad- 
vancement. 

Schools  and  Houses. 
There  was  a  gain  of  18  schools  over  the  preceding  year,  as  follows: 
Bridgeport,  2;  Bullskin,  1;  Connellsville,  1;  Dunbar  township,  4;  Fair- 
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chance,  1;  Franklin  township,  1;  Greorges  township,  1;  German  town- 
ship, 1;  New  Haven,  1;  Perry  township,  1;  Lower  Tyrone,  1;  North 
Union,  3. 

New  houses:  Bridgeport,  1  (2  rooms);  Lower  Tyrone,  1  (2  rooms); 
Dunbar  township,  2;  Bullsldn,  2;  Connellsville  township,  1;  Spring- 
field, 2;  North  Union,  1;  German,  1;  Nicholson,  1;  Georges,  1;  S, 
Union,  1. 

Examinations. 

There  were  twenty-five  public  examinations  held,  five  hundred  one 
(501)  applicants  examined,  and  three  hundred  ninety-two  (392)  provis- 
ional certificates  issued. 

County  Institute. 

The  county  institutes  have  outgi'own  the  seating  capacity  of  our 
largest  buildings.  We  occupied  the  Grand  Opera  House  in  Union- 
town  last  December,  and  during  the  several  sessions  the  building  was 
uncomfortably  crowded,  and  scores  were  turned  away  for  want  of  room. 
The  institute  was  a  grand  success  in  the  way  of  attendance,  interest 
manifested  on  the  part  of  teachers,  visitors,  and  for  the  efificient  work 
done  by  the  instructors. 

Day  Instructors. 

Dr.  E.  T.  Nelson,  Delaware,  O.;  Prof.  S.  G.  Smith,  Ada,  O.;  Supt. 
E.  M.  McNeal,  Dauphin  county;  Dr.  C  L.  Ehrenfeld,  California,  Pa.; 
Prof.  G.  H.  Hugus,  Greensburg,  Pa.;  Prof.  D.  C.  Murphy,  Slippery 
Rock,  Pa.;  J.  H.  Hamilton,  Esq.,  Easton,  Pa.;  Prof.  F.  R  Hall,  Cali- 
fornia, Pa.;  Miss  Gertrude  Wakefield,  Latrobe,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Wood, 
Brownsville,  Pa. 

Evening  Lecturers. 

Frank  Lincoln,  N.  Y.;  Will  Carleton,  N.  Y.;  Maj.  H.  C.  Dane,  Boston; 
Thursday  evening  "Star  Concert  Company.'' 

One  of  the  striking  features  of  the  Institute  was  the  School  Exhibit. 
This  was  an  experiment,  but  the  display  of  the  several  boroughs  and 
townships  astonished  and  gratified  the  people  and  reflected  great 
credit  upon  the  schools  that  did  the  work. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  nearly  every  borough  and  township 
of  the  county.  Teachers  and  patrons  took  great  interest  in  the  meet- 
ings, and  much  good  resulted  therefrom. 

The  following  districts  had  a  longer  term  than  six  months:  Belle 
Vernon,  8;  Bridgeport,  8;  BrownsviUe,  9;  Connellsville,  9;  Connells- 
vUle  township,  7;  Dawson,  8;  Dunbar  township,  8;  Dunbar  borough,  8; 
Fairchance,  7;  Fayette  City,  8;  Franklin,  7;  Masontown,  8;  New 
Haven,  8;  North  Union,  7;  Springhill,  7;  S.  Union,  7;  Uniontown,  9; 
Upper  Tyrone,  7. 
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Conclusion. 

I  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  teachers,  directors  and 
patrons  of  the  schools  for  the  kind  treatment  received  at  their  hands 
during  the  first  year  of  my  tei-m  of  office,  and  bespeak  for  the  schools 
of  our  county  a  bright  future. 

To  the  Department  I  feel  grateful  for  the  kind  and  prompt  replies 
to  my  inquiries  whenever  I  had  occasion  to  ask  for  infonuation  rela- 
tive to  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties. 


FOREST  COUNTY— G.  W.  Kerr. 

Better  salaries  have  been  paid  in  this  county  during  the  past  year 
than  ever  before.  An  increase  in  sahiry  always  means  better  teachers 
and  better  schools. 

Howe  district  pays  the  highest  salaries  in  the  county  for  teachers 
in  the  country  schools  and  generally  gets  the  best  teachers.  Scarcely 
of  text  books  and  a  divided  school  term,  two  of  the  gi^eatest  drawbacks 
in  country  schools,  are  now  things  of  the  past  and  all  schools  will  have 
a  continuous  term  of  seven,  eight  or  nine  months  and  each  pupil  will 
have  the  necessaiy  text  books.  When  the  tax  was  levied  last  June, 
very  few  directors  knew  that  text  books  and  school  supplies  would 
have  to  be  furnished  for  pupils  in  all  the  schools,  and  as  no  provision 
was  made,  at  that  time,  to  furnish  books  and  supplies,  great  incon- 
venience was  caused  to  the  teachers  and  pupils  and  many  of  our 
schools  did  not  have  the  necessaiy  books  and  other  supplies  till  near 
the  middle  of  the  term. 

Ten  public  and  two  si)ecial  examinations  were  held.  Seventy-one 
provisional  and  three  professional  certificates  were  issued  and  thirty- 
eight  applicants  were  rejected.  As  the  number  of  teachers  increases, 
the  standard  for  passing  the  examination  has  been  raised  so  that  we 
may  always  have  the  best  teachers.  About  one-third  of  our  teachers 
are  away  attending  school  this  summer  and  are  preparing  themselves 
to  do  better  work  in  the  future  than  they  have  done  in  the  past.  In 
many  of  our  advanced  schools,  I  held  examinations  near  the  close  of 
the  term  but  did  not  issue  any  common  school  diplomas,  but  returned 
to  each  pupil  his  papers  corrected  and  with  his  per  cent,  thereon 
marked. 

I  can  see  no  good  reasons  for  issuing  common  school  diplomas, 
while  I  can  see  manv  good  reasons  against  their  being  issued,  bnt 


No.  6.]  Franklin  County.  53 

space  will  not  allow  me  to  discuss  the  question  here.  Each  year  for 
seven  years,  the  county  institute  has  been  increasing  in  interest  and 
also  in  the  number  of  attendants,  both  of  teachers  and  other  friends  of 
education. 

My  experience  has  taught  me  that  small  schools  do  not  do  as  good 
work  as  schools  in  which  there  are  from  twenty  to  forty  pupils  en- 
rolled. In  schools  in  which  there  are  from  five  to  fifteen  pupils  in  at- 
tendance, it  is  hard  to  keep  up  an  interest  and  the  attendance  is  never 
so  regular  as  in  the  larger  schools.  Most  of  the  failures  of  teachers 
in  this  county  during  the  last  seven  years,  have  been  in  schools  in 
which  the  enrolment  did  not  exceed  fifteen.  In  closing  this  brief 
report,  I  wish  to  extend  thanks  to  those  from  whom  I  received  help 
and  encouragement  during  the  past  year. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY— W.  F.  ZumbiX). 

In  submitting  this,  my  first  report  of  school  conditions  in  our  county, 
I  am  in  no  position  to  compare  the  work  of  the  year  with  that  of 
former  years.  I  may  say,  however,  that  the  results,  this  year,  have 
been  very  satisfactory.  Mo«t  of  our  teachers  are  young;  fifteen  per 
cent,  of  the  number  have  had  no  previous  experience,  and  forty-seven 
per  cent,  have  taught  less  than  five  terms.  They  are,  as  a  rule,  enthii- 
siastio  and  energetic,  and  have  made  the  science  and  art  of  teaching 
a  study. 

The  average  length  of  term  is  six  and  five-ninths  months.  Just 
half  the  districts  in  the  county  have  more  than  the  required  six 
months,  the  following  districts  lengthening  their  term:  Hamilton, 
Mercersburg,  IMontgomery  and  Southampton. 

Ne'W  houses  were  built  in  Quincy,  Warren,  Guilford  and  Washing- 
ton. All  are  good  houses;  the  last  two  deserve  special  mention.  That 
at  Marion,  in  Guilford  district,  is  a  fine  two-story  brick  building, 
pleasantly  located  and  well  arranged.  That  at  Plain  Plill,  in  Wash- 
ington district,  is  built  in  the  form  of  main  room  and  recitation  toom, 
both  heated  by  a  furnace.  Both  these  houses  are  models  of  comfort  and 
convenience,  and  reflect  great  credit  on  the  respective  boards.  Green- 
castle  made  some  valuable  improvements  by  erecting  an  addition  to 
their  building,  thus  making  room  for  another  primary  school  and  ren- 
deiing  their  high  school  room  larger,  and  better  suited  to  their  pur- 
pose. 
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The  Illinois  course  of  study  has  been  introduced  in  Washington 
district,  and  its  good  results  are  apparent.  Those  pupils  who  com- 
plete the  course  in  the  ungraded  schools  are  admitted  to  the  higher 
schools  at  Plain  Hill  and  Rouzerville.  Let  me  urge  upon  the  directors 
of  the  county,  the  absolute  necessity  of  establishing  these  township 
high  schools  in  every  district.  Our  age  demands  better  school  facili- 
ties than  is  afforded  by  the  present  township  school  system,  and  di- 
rectors everj'where  should  establish  these  schools  at  once.  They  are 
an  extreme  necessity,  awaiting  action  on  the  part  of  school  officers. 

We  visited  every  school  once,  and  twenty-eight  the  second  time, 
making  in  all  three  hundred  and  twenty  visits.  The  methods  of 
teaching,  the  skiU  displayed  in  the  art  of  school  management,  the 
branches  taught,  the  gradation  and  classification,  and  the  apparent 
willingness  to  work  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  pupils  were  subjects 
of  special  notice.  We  have  endeavored  to  emphasize  the  importance 
of  the  work,  and  ever  held  prominently  before  them  the  one  great 
principle  of  pedagogics,  that  inspiration  is  better  than  knowledge. 

Large  classes  were  graduated  from  the  high  schools  at  Waynes- 
boro, Greencastle  and  Mercersburg  and  a  class  from  the  grammar 
school  at  Fort  Loudon. 

The  county  institute  was  a  grand  success;  conceded  by  all  to  have 
been  the  best  ever  held  here.  Local  institutes  were  held  at  Waynes- 
boro, Mercersburg  and  Fort  Loudon.  All  were  well  attended  and  full 
of  inspiration. 

The  new  free  text  book  law  was  very  successfully  put  into  operation. 
With  but  few  exceptions  the  supply  was  equal  to  the  demand.  Next 
year  will  witness  the  out-house  law  fully  carried  out.  These  are  both 
very  excellent  laws;  let  me  suggest  two  more. 

There  should  be  provisions  made  for  the  payment  of  expenses  to 
directors  in  attendance  at  an  annual  directors'  institute.  This  meet- 
ing should  be  held  during  the  two  days  of  the  teachers'  institute.  I 
am  fully  convinced  that  directors'  associations  will  not  accomplish  the 
results  we  should  like  to  see  so  long  as  they  are  to  be  held  on  a  basis 
of  indiAidual  expense. 

The  law  in  reference  to  pennanent  certificates  should  be  changed. 
For  this  grade  of  certificate  higher  qualifications  should  be  required. 
The  examinations  should  be  held  in  such  of  the  higher  branches  as 
the  Depar-tment  of  Public  Instruction  might  see  fit  to  add.  The  line 
between  high  grade  and  low  grade  certificates  should  be  more  clearly 
defined. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  those  who  have  contributed,  in  any  way, 
towards  making  my  first  year's  work  pleasant,  and  I  hojje,  profitable. 
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FULTON  COUNTY— Clem  Chesnut. 

This  being  the  close  of  only  my  first  yeai^'s  supervision  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  give  details  showing  progress  or  retrogression. 

The  directors  were  all  furnished  a  carefully  prepared  letter  giving 
a  detailed  statement  of  number  of  books  of  each  kind  and  grade 
needed  in  proportion  to  number  of  pupils.  Some  heeded,  some  did 
not.  Examinations  and  marking  were  more  rigid  than  heretofore. 
Most  teachere  did  well  in  examinations.  A  few  who  passed  last  year 
cannot  pass  this  year  unless  better  qualified,  especially  where  dilatory 
and  careless  in  teaching.  Some  of  them  have  years  of  experience, 
too. 

Teachers  were  urged  by  circular  letter  to  organize  local  institutes 
in  each  township.  Every  district  except  McConnellsburg  responded 
nobly.  The  teachers,  in  the  main,  manifested  great  zeal  and  enthu- 
siasm, and  much  good  work  was  accomplished  by  stimulating  and 
enthusing  teachers  and  interesting  patrons.  Between  fifty  and  sixty 
meetings  of  this  kind  were  held  in  the  eleven  townships,  of  which  I 
attended  twenty-six. 

They  are  the  strongest  educational  force  we  have  and  many  of  our 
teachers  realize  this  and  make  the  most  of  them. 

Seventy-four  of  the  seventy-five  schools  were  visited  twice,  and  six- 
teen, three  times.  Nearly  a  full  day  was  spent  in  each  school  and 
careful  notes  of  all  order,  work,  recitations,  and  general  management 
of  the  school,  and  the  spirit  and  enterprise  of  the  teacher  were  taken 
into  account.  All  possible  helpful  suggestions  were  given,  and  we 
believe  without  any  egotism,  nearly  all  the  teachers  received  them  well 
and  most  profited  by  them. 

We  hope  we  may  be  pardoned  if  we  remark  (and  truthfully  too)  that 
a  great  improvement  in  methods  and  work  was  noticed  between  first 
and  second  visit  to  many  schools. 

Our  teachers  are  too  poorly  paid.  As  a  class,  they  are  alert,  active 
and  energetic  and  in  many  other  walks  of  life  would  receive  much 
better  pay  for  the  same  amount  of  work. 

The  introduction  of  free  text  books  has  been  a  great  step  forward 
for  our  schools,  except  where  boards  do  not  do  business  in  a  business 
way,  and  where  parents  are  unreasonable  and  childish  as  some  of 
them  are  or  were. 

Several  houses  are  unfit  for  use.  All  districts  except  two  and  four 
schools  in  the  third  have  patent  furniture.  The  people  should  pay 
more  attention  to  schools  and  school  work.  There  are  some  noble 
men  in  the  work  in  several  of  the  boards,  and  where  there  is  even 
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one  in  a  township,  his  work  is  telling  for  progress.  Quite  a  number  of 
these  gentlemen  accompanied  me  to  the  schools  in  their  respective 
districts.  I  thank  them  heartily  for  their  help.  Our  institute  was 
well  attended  and  we  tnist  it  was  a  practical  working  success.  About 
thirty-eight  teachers  of  the  seventy-five  took  part  in  the  discussion. 

Directors'  day  was  well  atended,  there  being  about  twenty-four  pres- 
ent. Their  association  held  a  meeting  in  March  to  adopt  some  system  of 
grading  salaries  according  to  work  done.  The  plan  was  outlined, 
printed  and  sent  to  each  member  of  the  board.  Taj^lor  has  adopted 
it.  No  other  heard  from  yet.  A  couree  of  study  will  be  prepared  by 
committee  appointed  by  me,  and  we  hope  to  have  it  adopted  by  each 
district. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  all  and  especially  to  the  teachers  as  a  body. 
We  trust  all  shall  realize  that  work  brings  success. 


GREENE  COUNTY— E.  D.  Stewart. 

The  closing  year  has  brought  additional  duties  and  responsibilities 
to  school  boards  on  account  of  the  new  laws  which  went  into  opera- 
tion. 

I  have  been  pleased  to  see  most  of  the  boards  ready  and  willing  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  law  relating  to  out-houses,  a  very  right- 
eous law  and  one  that  has  long  been  needed.  I  am  surprised  that  it 
is  o})posed  by  anyone  that  has  the  health  and  morality  of  the  children 
at  lieart. 

All  the  boards  have  made  provisions  for  free  text  books,  and  the 
law  is  now  in  succes'sful  operation  thoroughout  the  county.  Many 
who  were  opposed  to  the  bill  for  free  text  books  are  well  pleased  with 
the  law  when  they  see  it  in  operation.  It  had  been  predicted  that 
children  would  not  take  so  good  care  of  books  which  are  not  their  own, 
but,  having  examined  nearly  all  the  books  in  the  last  forty  or  fifty 
schools  which  I  visited,  I  feel  safe  in  saying  that  they  take  much  bet- 
ter care  of  the  free  text  books  than  of  the  books  which  belong  to  them- 
selves. In  not  one  of  the  free  text  books  have  I  found  that  siUy,  non- 
sensical writing  which  boys  and  girls  in  their  teens  are  so  apt  to  place 
in  the  books  of  their  companions.  Except  in  a  very  few  instances, 
T  have  found  no  marks  by  pupils  in  the  free  text  books.  A  number 
of  teachers  were  able  to  report  that  the  text  books  had  been  returned 
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free  from  writing  or  drawing  by  the  pupils.  The  names  of  the  schools 
thus  reported  were  printed  in  one  of  the  county  papers. 

The  houses  that  were  erected  during  the  year  are  well  ai'ranged  and 
substantially  built.  They  are  all  furnished  with  patent  desks^  and 
most  of  them  with  slate  blackboards,  spring  roller  blinds.,  and  win- 
dows with  sash  weights. 

Notwithstanding  the  "hard  times,"'  more  of  our  teachers  than  usual 
attended  school  this  summer. 

The  teachers  did  good  work  last  winter,  but  we  exj^ect  to  do  still 
better  work  the  coming  winter. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY— S.  C  Rudy. 

Much  good  work  has  been  done  in  our  county  during  the  year. 
With  but  few  exceptions,  our  teachers  are  progressive  and  aim  to  iceep 
abreast  of  the  times.  The  larger  per  centage  of  our  teachers  in  at- 
tendance at  the  Normal  and  select  schools  at  present,  is  evidence  that 
they  feel  the  need  of  more  thorough  preparation  for  their  work.  About 
18  per  cent  of  those  who  taught  last  term  were  inexperienced,  while 
30  per  cent,  had  taught  five  or  more  years. 

About  three  hundred  applicants  for  provisional  certificates  were 
examined  last  fall;  of  this  number,  about  20  per  cent,  failed  to  pass 
a  satisfactory  examination,  largely  for  the  reason  that  the  standard 
had  been  raised. 

The  directors  of  Brady,  Porter  and  Warrior's  Mark  districts  adopted 
a  standard  of  qualifications  to  which  a  teacher  must  attain  befoi^e 
being  eligible  to  a  school  in  these  districts.  The  wisdom  of  this 
plan  has  shown  itselt  in  the  good  results  obtained.  Porter  and  Morris 
township  gave  a  bonus  for  good  work,  to  be  paid  at  the  close  of  the 
term. 

In  Porter  each  teacher  received  the  bonus.  It  is  only  when  the 
dii'ectors  are  willing  to  co-operate  with  the  Superintendent  that  a 
standard  of  qualifications  can  be  maintained.  Put  the  standard  as 
high  as  is  consistent  with  the  salary  paid  and  it  will  not  be  long  until 
we  shall  have  none  but  good  teachers  to  select  from. 

Seven  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year  and  a  number  of 
others  substantially  repaired  and  painted.  Considerable  antiquated 
furniture  was  replaced  with  good  patent  furniture. 

Free  text  books  were  furnished  generally  throughout  the  county. 
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That  the  law  is  satisfactory  and  has  proved  a  blessing,  is  apparent 
on  every  side. 

The  county  institute  held  Nov,  13-17,  was  a  very  successful  meeting. 

The  interest  manifested  in  these  meetings  by  the  general  public 
seems  to  be  growing  year  by  year,  a  fact  worthy  of  note.  This  liberal 
patronage  on  the  part  of  the  public  enables  the  institute  manage- 
ment to  secure  the  best  available  talent  for  both  day  and  evening 
sessions.  The  instructors  were  Supt.  J.  M.  Coughlin,  Prof.  Geo.  H. 
Hugus,  Dr.  R.  A.  McKinley,  Prof.  J.  Lisle  Apple,  Supt.  W.  M.  Benson. 
Evening  lecturers  were  Dr.  A.  A.  Willits,  Col.  Geo.  W.  Bain,  Jehu  De 
Witt  Miller  and  Hon.  Henry  Watterson. 

More  local  institutes  and  educational  meetings  were  held  this  year 
than  in  any  previous  year.  The  local  institute  is  a  power  for  good, 
and  we  hope  to  see  this  work  grow  and  increase  in  efficiency.  There 
is  no  reason  why  every  district  in  our  county  should  not  have  a  local 
institute.     Will  the  teachers  and  directore  have  it  so? 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  make  a  few  suggestions  to  our  directors.  Every 
indication  points  towards  a  largely  increased  number  of  applicants 
for  schools  the  coming  terai.  It  will  require  great  care  and  watch- 
fulness on  the  part  of  the  authorities  that  we  do  not  take  a  step  back- 
wards at  this  time.  Be  not  in  haste  to  select  your  teachers  until  you 
are  sure  you  are  getting  the  best  material  to  be  had  for  the  money. 
We  fully  belieA'e  that  a  good  teacher  may  be  had  this  year  for  every 
school  in  the  county.  In  no  wise  allow  the  salary  to  be  lowered  or 
the  term  shortened.  Our  dearest  interests  demand  that  our  boys  jmd 
girls  be  better  provided  for  in  the  future  than  they  have  been  in  the 
past.     We  can  have  it  so.    W^ill  we? 

Health,  cleanliness  and  common  decency  demand  that  the  water 
closets  be  carefully  looked  after  in  a  number  of  districts.  Such  a  con- 
dition of  affairs  exists  in  some  instances  as  ought  not  to  be  tolerated 
in  any  ci\'ilized  community.  The  recent  legislation  on  this  subject 
is  plain,  and  it  is  to  be  earnestly  hoped  that  we  shall  not  have  the  un- 
pleasant duty  of  reporting  any  district  for  neglect  in  this  matter. 

And  now,  with  free  text  books,  a  magnificent  State  appropriation, 
and  a  healthy  educational  sentiment,  may  we  not  hope  that  every 
patriotic  citizen  will  put  forth  special  effort  this  year  to  aid  in  ad- 
vancing the  cause  of  popular  education? 
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mDIANA  COUNTY— A.  M.  Hammers. 

Five  new  houses  have  been  built  since  the  last  annual  report  for 
Indiana  county  was  submitted;  two  in  Washington  township,  one  in 
Canoe,  one  in  Banks,  and  one  in  West  Wheatfield.  In  a  number  of 
districts,  too,  houses  have  been  repaired,  re-painted,  and  wholly  or 
partly  supplied  with  new  furniture.  In  the  matter  of  houses  and  fur- 
niture, the  directors  of  the  county  deserve  great  credit;  but  it  must 
be  confessed  that  in  some  districts  the  school  grounds  and  out-build- 
ings have  not  received  the  attention  they  deserve,  and  that  in  many 
schools  there  is  still  a  lack  of  necessary  apparatus. 

During  the  year,  twenty-five  public  examinations  were  held,  and 
several  "specials."  At  these,  five  hundred  sixty-three  applicants  for 
certificates  were  examined.  The  number  examined  being  largely  in 
excess  of  the  number  of  schools  to  be  supplied,  a  higher  standard 
of  qualifications  than  formerly  was  required  and  only  those  who 
proved  conclusively  their  fitness  for  the  duties  of  the  school  room  were 
licensed  to  teach.  Such  a  course  on  the  part  of  a  Superintendent  is 
not  calculated  to  increase  Ms  popularity  with  the  rejected  applicants; 
but  it  is  a  course  which  must  be  pursued  if  he  would  serve  the  best 
interests  of  the  schools  under  his  charge.  It  is  true  that  directors, 
as  a  nile,  do  make  an  honest  effort  to  secure  the  best  available  teach- 
ers; but  it  also  true  that  both  here  and  elsewhere,  relationship,  selfish 
motives  and  personal  likes  and  dislikes  sometimes  exert  an  undue 
influence. 

Reference  to  the  statistical  report  for  the  year  just  closed  will  show 
that  two  hundred  sixty-five  official  visits  were  made  or  twenty  less 
than  the  whole  number  of  schools.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  many 
of  the  visits  were  made  with  the  usual  accompaniments  of  bad  roads 
and  worse  weather.  The  remaining  schools  would  have  been  visited 
had  it  not  been  for  loss  of  time  occasioned  by  an  attack  of  la  grippe. 
The  report  referred  to  will  also  show  a  large  increase  in  the  number 
of  visits  by  directors.  Of  the  two  hundred  eighty-five  schools,  two 
hundred  twenty-nine  were  visited  one  or  more  times  by  different  mem- 
bers of  their  respective  boards,  the  total  number  of  visits  aggregating 
four  hundred  sixty-two.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  aggregate 
number  of  visits  by  patrons  and  friends  of  education  reaches  the 
grand  total  of  four  thousand  eight  hundred  sixty  five. 

The  graded  course  of  study  for  the  county  is  rapidly  growing  into 
favor,  and  is  now  used  more  or  less  in  a  large  majority  of  the  schools. 
It  has  not  been  forced  upon  either  teachers  or  pupils;  but  its  advant- 
ages have  been  pointed  out,  and  its  acceptance  or  rejection  left  en- 
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tirely  to  themselves.  Wherever  fairly  and  thoroughly  tried,  the  re- 
sults have  proven  conclusively  its  merits  and  the  advantages  it  has 
over  the  haphazard,  systemless  work  which  has  so  long  characterized 
the  rural  school.  It  is  the  verdict  of  our  best  and  most  progressive 
teachers,  that  its  use  insures  a  higher  percentage  of  attendance,  more 
and  better  work  on  the  part  of  pupils,  and  that  it  disposes  entirely  of 
that  vexed  and  vexing  question  "neglected  branches."  Near  the  close 
of  the  ter-m,  examinations  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county 
for  those  who  had  completed  the  course,  and  it  is  but  just  to  those  ex- 
amined to  say  that  in  many  instances  the  work  submitted  would  com- 
pare very  favorably  with  that  of  the  average  teacher.  The  furnishing 
of  books  and  supplies  by  the  directors  has  removed  the  last  diffi cully 
in  the  way,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  coui*se  will  now  go  into  very 
general  use. 

The  county  institute  was  held  as  usual  during  the  Christmas  week. 
The  stereotyped  expression,  "the  best  institute  we  ever  had,"  expresses 
the  sentiments  of  all  so  clearly  and  so  well  that  it  must  again  be  made 
to  do  duty.  Among  the  instructor  were  State  Superintendent 
Schaeffer,  ex-State  Superintendent  Waller,  Dr.  Maltby,  Supt.  Conghlin, 
Prof.  Excell,  Prof.  Van  de  Venter,  and  Miss  Leonard.  The  evening 
entertainments  included  lectures  by  Will  Carleton  and  Col.  P>ain,  and 
concerts  by  the  Boston  Ideal  Banjo,  Mandolin  and  Guitar  Club  and 
The  New  York  Stars.  The  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  teachei's 
was  all  that  could  be  expected;  and  on  the  part  of  the  general  public, 
larger  than  ever  before.  The  educational  exhibit  was  again  nuide 
a  special  feature  of  the  institute.  Every  district  in  the  county  was 
represented  in  the  exhibit  and,  in  many  instances,  every  school  in  tlie 
district.  Specially'  prepared  paper  of  uniform  size  was  used  and  all 
the  work  neatly  bound  in  tablet  form. 

The  second  annual  session  of  the  directors'  association  was  held  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  institute  week.  This  meeting,  too,  was 
largeh'  attended  and  the  talks  and  discussions  of  an  unusually  inter- 
esting nature.  On  Thursday  afternoon  a  joint  session  of  the  institute 
and  association  was  held  in  Library  Hall.  It  is  estimated  that  fully 
eighteen  hundred  persons  were  present  during  the  session.  Excel- 
lent addresses  were  made  by  State  Superintendent  Schaeffer,  Supt. 
Coughlin  and  Dr.  Maltby. 

The  year  has  undoubtedly  been  one  of  progress  in  educational  mat- 
ters. This  is  evidenced  by  the  general  tenor  of  the  foregoing  as  well 
as  by  the  facts  that  the  average  length  of  the  school  term  was  slightly 
increased;  that  there  was  an  increase  of  over  two  hundred  fifty  in  the 
total  enrolment  of  pupils;  that  the  percentage  of  attendance  is  larger 
than  for  any  preceding  year;  and  that  in  one-third  of  the  districts, 
the  salaries  of  teachers  were  increased. 
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In  conclusion,  the  thanks  of  the  writer  are  due  and  hereby  tendered 
to  all  who  have  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  advancement  of  the 
educational  interests  of  the  county  for  tlie  school  year  just  closed. 


JEFFEESON  COUNTY— J.  H.  Hughes. 

The  schools  of  this  county  have  made  advances  on  the  progress  of 
other  years,  and  closed  one  of  the  most  fruitful  terms  in  the  history 
of  the  county.  The  character  of  the  work  done  by  the  teachers  and 
pupils  surpasses  anything  accomplished  in  other  years.  Our  teachers 
are  steadily  becoming  better  fitted  to  do  thorough  work  in  the  school- 
room. Many  of  them  are  expending  all  their  savings  in  attending 
Normal  schools,  academies  or  colleges  in  order  to  properly  qualify 
themselves  for  teaching.  In  this  respect  they  exhibit  a  very  com- 
mendable spirit  of  progress.  One  encouraging  feature  is  that  many 
of  our  bright,  energetic  young  men  are  remaining  in  the  profession  of 
teaching  instead  of  seeking  employment  in  other  departments  of  in- 
dustry, as  heretofore.  As  a  result  of  this,  we  are  not  under  the  neces- 
sity of  licensing  so  many  young  people  to  teach,  who  should  them- 
selves be  going  to  school.  Nor  are  the  directoTS  required  to  experi- 
ment so  much  as  formerly  with  those  whoi  are  inexperienced  and 
poorly  prepared  in  order  to  supply  their  schools  with  teachers. 

In  issuing  certificates  to  applicants,  our  policy  has  been  to  license 
a  sufficient  number  including  those  teachers  holding  higher  grade 
papers  to  supply  the  demand  for  the  schools.  This  plan  has  been  pro- 
ductive of  such  good  results  as  to  warrant  a  strict  adherence  in  the 
future. 

The  free  text  book  law  now  in  operation  is  attended  with  good  and 
satisfactory  results :  and  is  a  decided  advantage  to  the  pupils  as  well 
as  a  great  gain  financially  to  every  taxpayer,  especially  those  who 
have  children  to  send  to  school.  The  effects  are  obvious  in  the  classi- 
fication and  progress  of  the  pupils,  as  no  one  need  be  without  the 
necessary  books. 

The  school  population  of  this  county  is  rapidly  increasing.  The 
number  of  schools  has  increased  to  two  hundred  and  seventy-five 
(275),  and  with  the  night  schools  to  about  three  hundred  (300).  If  all 
the  pupils  between  the  ages  of  6  and  16  years  were  in  attendance, 
about  seventy-five  more  schools  would  be  required  to  accommodate 
them. 
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It  is  gratifying  to  report  a  marked  improvement  in  our  school 
houses.  As  new  houses  are  built  or  old  ones  repaired,  the  directors 
exercise  wisdom  and  care  in  having  them  conform  to  modern  styles 
of  architecture;  thus  making  them  comfortable  and  healthful,  and 
in  some  degree  contributing  to  the  development  of  the  aesthetic 
nature  of  the  children.  Wliile  commendable  progress  has  been  made 
in  this  direction,  much  still  remains  to  be  done.  Although  the  last 
log  school  house  has  long  since  disappeared,  and  with  it  the  straight- 
backed,  home-made,  homely  desk,  yet  very  many  of  the  school  grounds 
and  out-buildings  are  unin^'iting,  bleak  and  sadly  neglected.  These 
waste  places  where  the  children  are  expected  to  spend  most  of  their 
waking  hours  are  sending  up  a  pitiful  and  reproachful  wail  for  some 
attention.  It  is  hoped  that  the  grounds  and  out-buildings  attached 
to  school  houses  will  receive  attention  during  the  summer  vacation 
and  be  made  to  confonn  in  letter  and  spirit  to  recent  acts  of  Assem- 
bly. It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  steps  have  yet  been  taken  to  effect 
a  needed  change  in  the  basis  on  which  the  State  appropriation  is  dis- 
tributed to  the  different  school  districts  of  the  State.  With  many 
other  school  officers  we  have  been  agitating  this  matter  for  some 
years;  and  will  continue  our  efforts  until  some  more  equitable  basis 
than  that  of  the  number  of  taxables  shall  have  been  secured.  Out  of 
the  large  amount  of  five  and  a  half  million  dollars  appropriated  by 
the  State,  some  school  districts  receive  but  a  smaU  sum,  while  other 
districts,  whose  expenditures  may  not  be  any  greater,  receive  very 
large  amounts.  It  is  difficult  to  see  why  a  district  with  a  given  num- 
ber of  schools  should  receive  four  or  five  times  as  much  money  from 
the  State  as  another  district  with  just  the  same  number  of  schools, 
the  enrolment  of  pupils  and  school  expenditures  in  each  district 
being  practically  the  same.  Yet  this  disproportion  exists  in  several 
districts  in  this  county,  and  doubtless  the  same  is  true  in  many  other 
counties  in  the  State.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  difficult  to  reach  a  basis 
for  distribution  of  State  aid  that  will  be  equitable,  alike  in  all  dis- 
tricts, but  surely  it  would  not  be  hard  to  find  a  more  just  method 
than  the  one  now  in  use. 

Heretofore  we  have  advocated  as  the  unit  of  distribution  the  school 
instead  of  the  taxable,  and  the  whole  number  of  schools  instead  of  the 
whole  number  of  taxables  in  the  State  as  the  basis.  Whilst  this 
method  may  be  thought  by  some  to  discriminate  against  the  centers 
of  population  and  those  districts  having  a  long  term  of  school,  yet  we 
believe  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  one  now  in  use.  But 
in  order  to  remove  any  cause  for  such  objections,  and  to  harmonize 
all  sections  of  the  State,  we  would  suggest  a  basis  which  we  believe  to 
be  as  fair  and  equitable  to  all  districts  as  any  that  is  likely  to  be  pro- 
posed, namely,  the  whole  number  of  months  taught  in  the  State.  This 
can  be  found  by  multiplying  the  number  of  schools  by  the  length  of 
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term  in  months  taught  in  each  district,  thus  making  the  school 
month,  instead  of  the  taxable,  the  unit  for  the  distribution  of  State 
aid.  This  method  involves  a  principle  strongly  urged  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  increasing  the  State  appropriation,  namely,  a  longer 
term  of  school.  Thanks  to  the  School  Department,  the  press  and 
the  public  for  assistance  received  during  the  time  covered  by  this 
report. 


JUNIATA  COUNTY— D.  M.  Marshall. 

In  submitting  this,  my  first  report,  I  am  unable  to  compare  the 
work  of  the  past  year  with  that  of  former  years  and  report  "the  usual 
annual  growth."  But  from  evidence,  substantial  and  conclusive,  I 
believe  the  public  schools  of  Juniata  have,  during  the  past  year,  made 
more  than  usual  progress. 

With  free  text  books  and  supplies  and  the  increase  of  State  appro- 
priation being  used  to  better  advantage,  we  were  perhaps  better  pre- 
pared for  effective  work  than  ever  before. 

Houses. 

As  a  rule  our  school  houses  compare  very  favorably  with  our 
churches  and  best  dwellings.  In  a  number  of  districts  houses  have 
been  repaired,  repainted  and  furnished  with  patent  desks.  It  is  true 
we  have  twelve  (12)  houses  that  should  be  replaced  with  new  ones. 
These  houses  are  generally  found  in  the  poor  districts,  where  they 
have  a  high  tax  rate  for  school  purposes.  The  directors  of  Del- 
aware township  have  decided  to  build  a  new  brick  house  this  summer, 
but  on  account  of  the  unusual  exi>ense  of  supplying  books,  which  left 
a  debt,  they  have  concluded  to  make  arrangements  for  building  this 
season  and  build  next  year.  We  hope  that  the  liberality  and  care 
which  mark  the  building,  repairing  and  furnishing  of  the  houses, 
will,  in  the  near  future,  be  so  extended  as  to  include  the  school 
grounds  as  well.  The  best  that  can  be  said  of  the  school  grounds, 
outside  of  the  boroughs,  is  that  they  are  commons.  This  state  of 
affairs  has  made  "Arbor  Day"  in  Juniata  a  dead  letter.  Teachers 
and  pupils  have  found  it  folly  to  plant  trees  and  shrubs  to  be  de- 
stroyed by  cattle. 
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Teachers. 

Our  teachers,  as  a  body,  are  aliAe  professionally.  We  have  many 
honest,  industrious  and  zealous  teachers.  Eleven  had  no  previous  ex- 
l>erience,  forty-six  have  taught  five  or  mare  terms,  fifty  have  an  ex- 
Ijerience  ranging  from  1  to  5  years.  Four  of  our  teachers  have  Nor- 
mal diplomas,  thirteen  have  permanent  certificates,  twenty-three 
have  professional  certificates  and  sixty-seven  have  pro\4sional  cer- 
tificates. If  young  men  and  women  seek  admission  into  tlie 
profession  after  having  made  a  special  preparation  for  the 
work  of  a  teacher,  they  should  be  employed.  Young  teachers  ex- 
pecting to  make  teaching  a  life  work,  have  their  reputation  yet  to 
make,  and  generally  have  coupled  with  intellectual  attainments, 
energy,  enthusiasm  and  zeal — elements  of  character  that  win  success 
in  any  pursuit  of  life.  Two  schools  were  graded  during  the  year. 
One  in  Tuscarora  township  and  the  other  in  Thompsontown.  This 
necessitated  the  adding  of  two  more  teachers  to  our  corps,  one  for 
each  of  the  primary  ro<mis.  The  directors  exercised  care  and  judg- 
ment in  the  selection  of  the  teachers  for  the  primary  grades. 

Increase  of  State  Appropriation. 

Discussion  has  been  rife  in  Juniata  as  to  how  the  increase  of  State 
appropriation  should  be  applied.  Some  would  use  it  to  reduce  taxes. 
Others  say,  increase  the  salaries,  lengthen  the  term,  supply  the  schools 
with  necessary  apparatus,  beautify  the  houses  and  surroundings,  etc. 
The  former  misconstrue  the  true  intent  of  this  liberal  gift,  while  the 
latter  manifest  the  right  spirit  toward  the  schools.  It  was  certainly 
a  gift  to  the  directors  in  trust  for  the  boys  and  girls  and  should  be 
used  with  but  one  object  in  view,  namely,  to  increase  the  effectiveness 
of  our  public  schools.  Teachers'  salaries  were  increased  in  a  ma- 
jority' of  the  districts. 

Free  Text  Books 

Have  made  the  schools  in  reality  what  they  have  long  been  only  in 
name — "free."  The  requirements  of  the  law  have  been  complied  with, 
so  we  are  now  prepared  to  furnish  every  pupil  with  free  books  and 
supplies.  We  now  need  some  system  whereby  a  more  regular  attend- 
ance of  pupils  may  be  secured.  The  number  of  children  between  the 
ages  of  six  and  sixteen  not  attending  the  schools  is  small,  but  irre- 
gularity of  attendance  is  the  evil  that  is  defeating  the  purpose  of  the 
common  schools. 

Directors. 

The  success  of  our  schools  may  be  largely  attributed  to  the  careful 
attention  eriven  them  by  our  directors,  who  are  active,  intelligent  and 
projfressive  men. 
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Institutes. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  Mifflintown  during  Thanksginng 
week.  All  the  teachers  but  one  were  enrolled.  Practical  and  in- 
teresting instruction  was  given  by  State  Superintendent  Schaelfer, 
Dr.  A.  R.  Home,  Dr.  L.  I.  Handy,  Dr.  John  B.  De  Mott,  Profs.  Chas. 
H.  Albert  and  J.  T.  Ailman.  The  evening  sessions  consisted  of  lec- 
tures by  Prof.  C.  H.  Albert,  Dr.  L.  I.  Handy,  Dr.  A.  R.  Home,  Dr.  J.  B. 
De  Mott,  and  a  musical  entertainment  by  the  Schumann  Concert 
Company  of  Chicago.  District  institutes  were  held  at  Walnut,  Rich- 
field, Thompsontown,  East  Salem  and  East  Waterford.  Able  instmc- 
tors  and  lecturers  from  abroad  were  secured  for  the  three  last  named. 

My  thanks  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  directors  and  people 
for  aid  and  hospitality,  to  the  teachers  for  co-operation,  to  the  pupils 
for  respect,  to  the  Department  for  instruction  and  assistance  and  to 
the  press  of  the  county  for  the  interest  manifested  in  our  work. 


LACKAWAKNA  COUNTY— J.  C.  Taylor. 

Educational  progress  has  been  made  in  some  direction  in  nearly  all 
districts  in  this  county.  Only  a  few  have  taken  backward  steps. 
The  average  length  of  term  has  been  increased  from  7.95  months  to 
8.08  months.  Eight  districts  have  a  longer  term  than  last  year; 
three  districts  have  a  shorter  term ;  and  in  twenty  districts  the  length 
of  term  remains  the  same.  The  average  monthly  salary  of  male 
teachers  has  been  raised  from  $52.25  to  54.23;  of  females,  form  |30.03 
to  131.15.  The  average  number  of  mills  levied  in  1892  was  11|;  in 
1893,  12  1-6.  The  average  percentage  of  attendance  has  been  raised 
from  79  per  cent,  to  80  per  cent.  All  districts  now  have  a  continuous 
term  of  from  six  to  ten  months,  and  only  one  district  still  clings  to 
the  ancient  custom  of  '^boarding  'round."  In  the  districts  of  Carbon- 
dale  township.  Fell,  Jermyn,  Archbald,  Winton,  Blakely,  Olyphant, 
Dickson,  Lackawanna  and  Old  Forge,  teachers  are  reasonably  secure 
in  their  positions;  in  the  other  twenty-one  districts  changes  are  more 
or  less  frequent.  Although  the  advancement  here  noted  is  not  rapid, 
it  is  the  more  likely  to  be  permanent. 
5-6-94 
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Buildings. 

New  houses  have  been  built  in  Mayfleld  and  Dickson.  The  one  at 
Majfleld  contains  eight  rooms — cost  about  §10,000;  that  at  Dickson, 
four  rooms,  cost  about  |o,000.  Both  buildings  are  lofty,  well-lighted 
and  furnished  with  slate  blackboards  and  single  desks.  In  Fell, 
Jermyn  and  Scott  new  houses  are  being  built.  Many  of  our  directors 
have  come  to  see  that  it  is  cheaper  to  build  a  good  house  than  a  poor 
one,  even  if  it  does  cost  more  money. 

Out-houses. 

The  new  law  about  school  out-house«  has  already  done  an  immense 
amount  of  good  in  this  county.  It  has  been  carried  into  effect  in 
many  of  our  districts,  and  will,  I  expect,  be  fully  obeyed  throughout 
the  county  before  the  close  of  another  year.  To  Ransom  belongs  the 
credit  of  having  been  the  first  district  in  the  county  to  provide  two 
good  closets,  entirely  separate,  for  every  school. 

Free  Text  Books. 

The  new  law  requiring  directors  to  furnish  text  books  has  been  put 
into  operation  in  all  districts.  The  results  are  very  satisfactory.  It 
has  increased  our  attendance  and  enabled  teachers  to  do  better  work. 
It  is  found  that  the  books  can  be  better  cared  for  and  last  longer  than 
when  furnished  by  the  pupils.  Paper,  pencils  and  other  school  sup- 
plits  have  not  in  all  cases  been  furnished  by  the  directors  on  account 
of  a  lack  of  funds;  butthese  will  be  supplied  in  all  districts  next  year. 

The  Annual  Institute. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  in.  the  court  house  in  Scran  ton  from 
Oct.  30  to  NoA'.  .3,  inclusive.  Evening  entertainments  in  Music  Hall. 
All  of  the  teachers  of  the  county,  including  those  of  the  cities  and 
boroughs,  except  twenty-eight  teachers  from  Carbondale,  were  en- 
rolled as  members  of  the  institute,  giving  a  total  enrolment  of  486. 
During  forenoons  the  institute  was  divi<led  into  three  sections;  Gram- 
mar, Ungraded  and  Primary.  Our  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  0.  Schaef- 
fer,  Miss  Anna  Buckbee,  Mrs.  Lucy  Booth,  Professors  Geo.  P. 
Bible,  E.  L.  Kemp,  C.  H.  Albert,  Chas.  R.  Wells  and  E.  A. 
Cox.  The  evening  entertainments  were  leciuics  Ly  Hon.  John 
Temple  Graves,  Miss  Leii  Heath  and  Hon.  Levin  Irving  Handy,  and  a 
concert  by  the  Schumann  Concert  Company.  Our  work  excited  great 
public  interest  and  the  proceedings  were  fully  reported  by  the  Scran- 
ton  papers.  Large  numbers  of  spectators  attended  our  afternoon 
sessions.  Although  we  began  with  an  empty  treasury,  and  our  even- 
ing entertainments  were  poorly  patronized  on  account  of  the  Mills 
revival  meetings,  we  paid  all  bills  and  have  a  small  balance. 
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A  special  feature  of  this  institute  was  the  instruction  in  penman- 
ship of  Prof.  Wells,  of  Syracuse.  The  Wells  system  of  penmanship 
was  adopted  last  year  by  the  Scranton  Board  of  Control  and  the  re- 
sults obtained  are  really  remarkable.  Children  twelve  jears  old  and 
upward  have  learned  to  write  a  beautiful,  flowing  hand,  wholly  with 
the  muscular  or  arm  movement.  The  work  in  penmanship  done  by 
the  Scranton  teachers  last  jear  is  quite  as  good  as  that  done  in  the 
best  business  colleges. 

On  Thursday,  "Directors'  Day,"  about  forty  directors  were  present. 
They  were  addressed  by  Dr.  Schaeffer,  who  spoke  about  free  text 
books,  compulsory  education,  school  architecture,  school  diseases, 
and  some  other  matters.  Addresses  were  also  made  by  several  of 
the  directors.  After  this  they  formed  a  permanent  organization  and 
decided  to  meet  once  a  year.  The  officers  are  as  follows:  President. 
K.  H.  Holgate;  Vice  President,  H.  E.  Arms;  Secretary,  James  J. 
O'Malley.  Program  Committee,  J.  W.  Dershimer,  T.  J.  Jennings,  M. 
J.  Horan,  J.  M.  Alexander  and  T.  J.  Campbell.  This  committee  was 
directed  to  secure  speakers  and  prepare  a  program  for  the  next  meet- 
ing to  be  held  at  the  time  of  the  annual  institute  next  year. 

Local  Institutes. 

Local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  at  Carbondale,  Majiield, 
Jermyn,  Archibald,  Winton,  Blakely,'  Olyphant,  Dickson,  Lackawan- 
na, Old  Forge,  Waverly,  Clark's  Green  and  Dalton.  The  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Lackawanna  County  Teachers'  Association  was  held  in 
February  at  Moscow.  Among  the  speakers  were  Prof.  Geo.  P.  Bible, 
of  Stroudsburg  and  Prof.  C.  H.  Albert,  of  Bloomsburg.  These  local 
institutes  were  generally  well  attended,  both  by  teachers  and  patrons, 
and  the  results  were  plainly  visible  in  the  work  done  in  the  schools. 

Course  of  Study. 

A  course  of  study  for  ungraded  schools  was  introduced  by  my  prede- 
cessor and  monthly  examination  questions  were  sent  to  the  teachers 
during  the  year.  In  May  examinations  were  held  at  six  centers  for 
pupils  who  had  finished  the  course.  Each  of  these  examinations  were 
conducted  by  a  committee  of  five  teachers  appointed  by  the  superin- 
tendent. One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  candidates  were  examined 
and  of  these  about  forty  were  recommended  and  took  the  final  exam- 
ination at  Scranton,  June  16.  Fourteen  made  an  average  of  80  per 
cent,  or  more  and  received  the  common  school  diploma.  This  plan 
has  awakened  considerable  enthusiasm  in  our  ungraded  schools  and 
we  expect  much  better  results  next  year. 
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LANCASTER  COUNTY— M.  J.  Breclit. 

The  work  of  our  schools  during  the  year  was  in  keeping  with  the 
conditions  that  underlie  and  govern  them.  In  the  main  there  was  an 
atmosjjhere  about  the  schools  that  was  conducive  to  the  growth  of 
the  child's  powers.  Results  were  all  that  we  could  expect  them  to 
be;  but  larger  resources  and  stronger  moral  support  would  add  vastly 
to  the  scope  and  tone  of  the  work.  Comparatively  meagre  results 
and  defective  links  will  form  a  part  of  our  school  history  so  long  as 
the  conditions  that  outline  and  support  the  system  are  loosely  con- 
strued and  restricted  b}'  motives  and  interests  that  are  local  and  sel- 
fish. The  ideal  school  will  be  found  only  when  ideal  conditions  pre- 
vail. It  is  utter  nonsense  to  expect  or  to  speak  of  obtaining  the  high- 
est attainable  results  from  our  public  schools  so  long  as  we  allow 
them  to  be  handicapped  in  their  oi>eration  by  a  lukewarm  public  senti- 
ment and  half-developed  and  fluctuating  plans  of  support.  One 
would  have  as  good  ground  to  expect  the  stream  to  rise  above  its 
source.  With  perhaps  some  individual  exceptions,  the  schools  of 
today  have  reached  as  full  development  under  the  conditions  con- 
trolling them  as  the  laws  of  human  energy  and  economy  will  permit. 
In  other  words,  under  the  pressure  of  methods  and  devices  that 
shouldered  their  way  into  recognition  and  place,  the  legion  of  educa- 
tional aids  and  appliances  that  have  been  introduced,  and  the  earnest 
work  of  enthusiastic  men  and  women  in  the  cause,  our  schools  have 
been  expanded  to  the  utmost  limit  of  their  W'Orking  capacity.  All 
the  available  resources  are  utilized  to  the  very  point  of  exhausting 
them  in  maintaining  the  present  standard  of  our  schools  and  con-, 
sequently  there  are  no  substantial  means  at  command  to  push  them 
forward  to  a  higher  grade  of  efficiency.  Features  may  be  added  to 
the  system,  as  it  now  exists,  that  may  seem  to  give  it  a  new  lease  of 
life,  but  the  eifect  will  only  be  temporary  and  incidental. 

The  core  of  the  system  must  be  vitalized  by  the  touch  of  a  larger 
faith  and  a  more  liberal  support  from  the  people  at  large  before  its 
schools  are  in  position  to  reach  every  member  of  the  community  and 
impress  ujion  society  and  the  State  a  higher  ideal  of  social  and  poli- 
tical responsibility.  The  questions  of  school  revenue,  length  of  term, 
the  money  value  of  a  teachei*'s  services,  the  teacher's  tenure  of  office, 
the  attendance  of  pupils  at  school,  the  construction  and  sanitation  of 
school  buildings,  each  and  aU  must  be  viewed  through  a  different 
lens  by  the  public  mind  if  we  ever  expect  to  reach  the  full  measure  of 
possibilities  that  lie  dormant  within  the  boundaries  of  our  public 
school  system.     These  "angular  works  of  contention"  must  cease  to  be 
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annual  stumbling  blocks  in  the  organization  and  direction  of  our 
school  machinery.  Some  adjustment  must  be  made  by  virtue  of 
which  the  business  and  educational  interests  of  the  community  go 
hand  in  hand,  one  supplementing  the  other,  and  both  growing  into  a 
closer  bond  of  vital  sustaining  fellowship. 

If  education  of  the  masses  contributes  the  strength,  comfort  and 
prosperity  to  the  individual  and  nation  men  claim  it  does,  then  why 
not  apply  business  principles  in  earnest  in  supporting  the  system? 
Why  pin  our  faith  to  rules  of  investment  when  w^e  deal  in  land  and 
bonds  and  lose  our  business  cunning  when  we  are  asked  to  invest 
liberally  in  a  scheme  of  general  education,  which  according  to  the 
letter  of  our  theory,  is  the  instrument  which  produces  men  and  op- 
portunities that  determine  whether  bonds  shall  be  high,  land  cheap 
and  taxes  low  ?  Is  there  not  enough  moral  and  material  gain  in  a  citi- 
zenship liberally  educated  to  warrant  a  generous  output  in  dollars 
and  cents  for  the  training  of  its  j'outh?  Is  a  dollar  properly  invested 
in  the  public  schools  lost?  Will  it  not  come  back  after  some  years, 
either  in  the  cultured  brain  or  the  cunning  hand  with  power  to  re- 
deem the  original  outlay  in  money,  and  power  multiplied  ten-fold 
to  confer  larger  material  and  moral  blessings  upon  self  and  neigh- 
bors? i       I 

Let  us  try  to  understand  that  education  is  broad  enough  in  its 
sweep  to  touch  the  "bread  and  butter"  as  well  as  the  social  side  of 
life,  that  the  work  of  the  school  is  not  properly  done  until  it  is  so  di- 
rected that  it  ministers  to  the  whole  child,  the  entire  circuit  of  life. 
Before  work  of  this  character  can  be  done,  however,  the  school  must 
receive  ample  encouragement  from  the  pocket.  The  question  of  rev- 
enue may  not  be  the  most  important  item  at  eveiy  stage  in  building 
up  a  system  of  schools,  but  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  at  the  stage 
reached  by  ours  it  supersedes  all  other  considerations.  The  financial 
support  is  the  main  problem  with  us  in  our  schools  today;  when  this 
is  assurred  all  other  considerations  such  as  salar}-,  length  of  term, 
that  now  seem  to  perplex,  will  naturally  fall  into  their  proper  place. 
Whence  shall  the  increase  of  revenue  come?  Local  taxation  in  some 
sections  has  reached  the  maximum  limits  fixed  by  law,  in  many  sec- 
tions it  is  always  burdensome,  while  in  same  of  the  richer  sections 
the  local  authorities  are  taking  advantage  of  the  increased  appro- 
priation by  reducing  the  local  taxation.  These  facts,  coupled  with 
the  statements  already  made,  that  our  schools  have  reached  the 
zenith  of  their  development  under  existing  conditions,  seem  to  make 
it  both  expedient  and  necessaiy,  if  we  expect  the  schools  to  enlarge 
their  sphere  of  usefulness,  to  make  some  fundamental  change  in  the 
provisions  governing  them. 

It  is  a  question  worthy  of  the  Legislature's  most  thoughtful  con- 
sideration. For  the  good  of  the  race,  the  child  and  its  interests  should 
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occupy  the  first  place  in  the  mind  of  the  legislator,  and  all  other 
persons  and  interests  are  of  subordinate  importance.  Due  regard 
to  these  interests  will  provide  our  schools  with  larger  opportunities, 
broader  environment,  more  abundant  resources  and  a  greater  work- 
ing capacity.  As  an  initial  step  in  the  direction  of  this  larger  free- 
dom, let  Legislative  action  be  taken  at  the  first  opportunity  to 
make  the  following  changes.  To  extend  the  minimum  term  to  seven 
or,  as  it  should  be,  to  eight  months;  to  authorize  the  publication  and 
distribution  of  "a  good  work  on  modern  school  architecture;  to  attach 
some  qualification  or  restrictive  measure  to  the  school  appropriation 
from  the  State  that  would  prevent  districts  "rich  in  coin  but  poor  in 
school  sentiment"  from  taking  undue  advantage  of  the  aid  given  by  the 
State;  to  fix  upon  a  school  instead  of  a  political  basis  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  State  appropriation;  to  enact  an  intelligent  compulsoiy 
school  law;  to  fix  upon  a  minimum  salary  for  teachers;  to  so  adjust 
the  reA'enue  for  schools  that  it  will  relieve  the  burden  of  excessive 
local  taxation,  to  prevent  the  cupidity  of  districts  from  reducing  the 
local  tax  to  a  mere  fraction,  and  to  offer  sufficient  financial  encourage- 
ment to  warrant  a  man  in  taking  up  teaching  as  a  life  business. 


LAWKENCE  COUNTY— James  M.  Watson. 

Our  schools  have  moved  steadily  forward  during  the  term  just 
closed.  Our  teachers,  with  but  few  exceptions,  L^ave  been  faithful  in 
the  discharge  of  duty,  thus  realizing  the  responsibility  of  the  position 
that  they  occupy. 

About  45  per  cent,  of  those  who  taught  during  the  year  are  now  in 
school,  thus  preparing  to  do  still  better  work  next  term.  This  is  a 
very  encouraging  feature  to  the  Superintendent. 

The  law  providing  free  text  books  for  the  pupils  added  veiy  much 
to  the  success  of  our  schools.  It  enabled  the  teachers  to  systemati- 
cally classify  the  schools  by  placing  each  pupil  in  the  proper  grade. 
Our  teachers  have  been  pursuing  a  course  in  pedagogy  adopted  b}'  the 
Superintendent.  All  were  required  to  pass  an  examination  in  these 
studies  this  year.  This  we  deem  a  good  jjlan,  as  each  teacher  hai 
something  definite  to  pursue. 

Please  permit  me  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  certificating  teachere. 
We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  time  has  arrived  in  which  some 
changes  should  be  made.  The  present  system  was  adopted  by  the 
Act  of  April  9,  18(57.     Since  that  time  our  system  of  common  school 
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education  has  moved  onward  and  upward,  and  we  are  now  on  a 
higher  plane  than  ever  before.  It  is  true  some  changes  have  been 
made  in  requiring  those  applying  for  a  permanent  certificate  to  pass 
an  examination,  but  too  often  these  examinations  are  a  farce,  and  the 
true  intention  of  the  law  is  thwarted. 

A  law  has  been  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  requir- 
ing all  those  who  wish  to  practice  medicine  to  graduate  from  a  medi- 
cal school  and  also  to  pass  the  examination  of  an  examining  board 
appointed  by  the  State. 

If  this  is  wisdom,  and  we  deem  it  is,  to  require  those  who  practice 
on  the  physical  body  to  possess  such  qualifications,  would  it  not  be 
wisdom  for  our  Legislature  to  enact  a  law  requiring  all  those  who 
practice  on  the  intellectual  body  to  possess  equal  qualifications? 

The  law  authorizing  the  Supt.  of  Public  Instruction  to  issue  teach- 
ers' State  certificates  to  college  graduates  is  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, and  will  in.  time  place  the  highest  grades  of  certificates  in  the 
hands  of  those  whose  scholarship  is  undisputed. 

We  believe  also  that  the  issuing  of  provisional  certificates  from  one 
to  three  years  according  to  scholarship  and  experience,  and  thus  do 
away  with  the  professional  certificate,  would  be  wise. 

New  school  buildings  were  erected,  one  each  in  the  following  places: 
Neshannock,  Shenango,  Slippeiy  Rock  and  Wayne  townships  ar.d 
West  New  Castle  borough.  The  latter  is  a  graded  school  building 
of  ten  rooms  and  hall  with  a  seating  capacity  of  about  four  hundred. 
It  is  well  lighted,  heated,  ventilated  and  furnished  with  aU  the 
modern  improvements,  and  is  the  most  convenient  graded  school 
building  in  the  county. 

Our  county  institute,  which  convened  in  the  college  chapel  at  New 
Wilmington,  on  Dec.  26,  was  one  of  the  most  successful  meetings  of 
the  kind  ever  held  in  Lawrence  county. 

Our  instructors  were  Warren  Derst,  C.  B.  Calbreath,  L.  I.  Handy 
and  I.  N.  Moore,  all  prominent  educators.  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer  was 
with  us  on  Friday  afternoon  and  lectured  to  a  large  and  appreciative 
audience  in  the  evening.  Our  other  evening  entertainments  were 
the  Schumann  Concert  Company  of  Harrisburg,  L.  I.  Handy  and  Col 
Geo.  W.  Bain. 

I  have  made  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  visits  to  the  one  hundred 
and  sixty-six  rooms  during  the  school  term.  Sixty-five  pupils  com- 
pleted the  course  of  study  in  the  common  branches  and  passed  satis- 
factory examinations  and  were  awarded  certificates  of  scholarship. 

I  close  this  report  with  many  thanks  to  the  Department  for  en- 
couragement and  advice,  to  the  directors  and  patrons  of  the  county 
for  hearty  support  and  generous  hospitality,  to  the  teachers  and 
pupils  for  interest  manifested  in  the  good  work  during  visitations 
and  to  the  press  for  publishing  educational  news. 
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LEBANON  COUNTY— Jno.  W.  Snoke. 

The  year  has  wrought  out  many  results  which  are  encouraging  and 
full  of  i^romise  for  the  future.  This  is  invariably  true  in  every  dis- 
trict in  which  directors  and  citizens  united  their  efforts  to  have  good 
schools.  However  in  some  districts  the  schools  "kept  the  noiseless' 
tenor  of  their  way,"  which  is  due  to  the  fact  that  directors  and  citi- 
zens are  in  a  great  degree  indifferent  to  educational  matters,  save 
reducing  the  tax  rate  and  the  effort  to  hire  cheap  teachers.  With  the 
very  generous  state  aid  on  the  one  hand  and  the  wealth  of  our  county 
on  the  other,  there  is  no  reasonable  excuse  for  the  employment  of  any 
teacher  who  is  not  eminently  fitted,  both  by  nature  and  by  acquired 
ability  for  his  responsible  work. 

With  all  the  money  and  time  now  expended  upon  our  schools,  we 
can  not  have  the  highest  results  attainable  until  some  way  is  devised 
by  which  all  teachers  must  receive  some  kind  of  professional  training, 
before  they  enter  the  school  room.  To  require  children  to  be  under 
the  guidance  of  a  teacher  who  does  not  thoroughly  understand  the 
science  and  the  art  of  teaching,  and  who  has  only  a  slight,  and  i)er- 
haps  no  conception,  of  the  wonderful  capabilities  of  the  mind  and  its 
faculties,  upon  which  he  must  constantly  operate,  is  an  incalculable 
loss  to  them  which  can  never  be  restored. 

The  untrained  teacher  does  not  and,  in  fact,  cannot  realize  the  re- 
sponsibility of  his  work.  He  does  not  feel  that  to  him  is  given  the 
power  of  molding  and  fashioning  the  lives  and  characters  of  the  men 
and  women  of  the  coming  generation.  In  two  of  our  townships  the 
untrained  teacher  can  gain  no  foothold.  The  directors  of  these  dis- 
tricts will  employ  no  other  teachers  than  those  who  have  proven  by 
previous  experience  or  by  having  thoroughly  completed  a  course  of 
professional  training,  that  they,  at  least  in  a  great  measure,  undi.T- 
stand  the  noble  work  of  the  teacher. 

Two  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year.  A  one-room  build- 
ing in  Heidelberg,  and  a  two-room,  one-story  building  in  South  Lelv 
anon.  Both  are  good,  substantial  buildings,  supplied  with  patent 
furniture  and  slate  blackboard  surface.  In  a  few  of  our  districts  we 
still  have  buildings  of  questionable  fitness.  It  is  sincerely  hoped 
that  they  are  destined  soon  to  give  way  to  more  comfortable  and  con- 
venient buildings.  Outbuildings  received  more  attention  during  the 
past  year  than  ever  before,  yet  the  letter  of  the  law  in  reference  to 
these  buildings  has  not  in  every  instance  been  complied  with. 

The  free  text  book  system  was  in  every  respect  a  great  success. 
The  directors  everv\^here  did  much  to  successfullv  introduce  it  and 
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the  public  warmly  supported  it.  The  beneficent  results  of  this  sys- 
tem are  already  apparent.  The  attendance  of  children  has  increased. 
Pupils  in  the  upper  grades,  who  were  not  in  attendance  for  one  and 
two  years  previous  to  the  adoption  of  this  system,  again  began  to 
attend  school.  Teachers  had  less  trouble  in  the  organization  of  their 
schools.  Children  sufficiently  far  advanced  to  pursue  the  study  of 
all  the  branches  were  no  longer  prevented  from  doing  so  through  a 
lack  of  the  necessarj^  books.  During  the  "hard  times"  the  parents 
of  many  children,  who  under  the  benign  influence  of  this  system  were 
allowed  to  attend  school  and  study  all  the  branches,  would  have  been 
utterly  unable  to  buy  all  the  books  needed  to  cavvj  on  properly  the 
school  room  work  of  their  children. 

The  teachers'  institute  was  held  at  Lebanon,  Nov.  20  to  24,  and 
was  unusually  well  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and  citizens.  Every 
teacher  in  the  county  was  enrolled.  The  institute  was  pronounced 
one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  the  county.  The  following  were  the  in- 
structors: Dr.  N.  C.  Scha offer.  State  Supt;  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte,  Mrs.  H.  E. 
Monroe,  Supts.  J.  M.  Coughlin,  S.  O.  Goho.  L.  E.  McGinnes,  Profs.  O. 
H.  Albert,  C.  C.  Boyer,  Geo.  H.  Hugus,  J.  E.  Lehman,  H.  Clay  Deaner, 
S.  H.  Green  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Taylor.  The  evening  sessions  were 
flUed  by  Mrs.  H.  E.  Monroe,  Prof.  S.  T.  Ford,  Dr.  Geo.  Thomas  Dow- 
ling  and  the  Boston  Stars.  On  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday 
forenoons  the  institute  met  in  sections.  This  was  a  new  feature  in 
our  institute.  It  met  the  approval  of  the  teachers.  Local  institutes 
were  held  in  every  district,  excepting  East  Hanover,  with  gratify- 
ing results. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  ungraded  schools,  adopted  two  years 
ago,  is  now  in  successful  operation  throughout  the  county.  I  am 
safe  in  asserting  that  its  adoption  very  materially  improved  the  condi- 
tion of  our  schools.  Livariably  is  this  true  in  the  districts  in  which 
the  teachers  thoroughly  studied  the  plan  of  the  course  and  have 
warmly  supported  it.  Since  it  requires  careful  and  thorough  teach- 
ing, it  inspires  and  spurs  the  true  teacher  to  put  forth  greater  efforts 
to  show  effective  results,  while  on  the  other  hand,  the  teacher  who 
only  'Ivoeps  school"  make  all  sorts  of  excuses  for  not  closely  following 
it.  It  has  a  tendency  to  keep  pupils  longer  in  school,  and  to  arouse 
in  them  a  wholesome  rivalry  and  a  desire  for  a  thorough  completion 
of  their  common  school  education.  The  result  of  the  annual  examin- 
ation entirely  based  upon  the  course  of  study  clearly  reveals  the  dis- 
couraging fact  that  too  many  teachers  do  not  observe  its  plan  in  their 
daily  teaching.  Let  every  teacher  and  director  make  himself  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  this  course  and  give  it  his  heartiest  support. 

Since  brevity  is  required  quite  many  educational  items  must  re- 
main untouched  in  this  report. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  suggest  that  more  attention  should  be 
5* 
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given  to  moral  training.  This  phase  of  education  is  frequently  and 
too  sadly  neglected.  Yet  we  need  only  look  around  us  to  recoguize 
its  importance.  Let  more  be  done  in  establishing  school  libranes 
and  thus  furnishing  all  the  children  with  wholesome  reading.  A 
great  majority  of  our  children  come  from  families  in  which  there  ^re 
a  very  few  books  of  a  suitable  kind  for  children  to  read.  Supple- 
mentary reading  should  be  introduced  into  every  school.  If  a  boy 
leaves  school  with  a  strong  taste  for  good,  wholesome  literature,  the 
probabilities  are  that  he  will  never  revel  in  the  trashy  five  cent  litera- 
ture which  is  too  frequently  read  with  fearful  consequences.  The 
work  of  the  school  is  not  simply  to  teach  the  branches  constituting 
our  common  school  curriculum,  as  it  is  too  frequently  regarded,  but 
it  is  to  fit  and  prepare  the  boys  and  girls  to  meet  the  stern  realities 
of  life.  In  our  strenuous  efforts  to  make  good  mathematicians  we 
may  neglect  something  vastly  more  important.  Let  us  never  rest  sat- 
isfied until  the  whole  boy  is  developed  into  a  perfect  man  and  the 
whole  girl  into  a  perfect  woman. 

To  directors,  teachers,  citizens,  the  public  press  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  I  tender  my  sincere  thanks  for  their 
heart}'  co-operation  and  assistance  in  my  work. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY— Alvin  Rupp. 

Our  teachers  and  directors,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  have  shown 
much  earnestness  in  their  work,  thus  making  it  very  apparent  that 
their  highest  aim  was  the  progress  of  the  schools. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  note  that  directors  are  disposed  to  erect 
comfortable  and  substantial  school  houses. 

Six  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  past  year  in  the  following 
districts:  White  Hall,  two;  Lowhill,  two;  Hanover,  one;  and  Upper 
Milford  erected  a  double  building  near  the  borough  of  Emaus.  All  of 
these  were  built  according  to  the  most  recent  style  of  school  architect- 
ure. 

During  the  year  the  remainder  of  the  home-made  furniture  was  dis- 
carded, and  all  our  school  houses  are  now  furnished  with  patent  fur- 
niture, mostly  in  good  condition. 

The  heating  of  the  rooms  is  also  receiving  more  and  more  attention. 
Coopersburg  has  abandoned  the  use  of  stoves  and  has  substituted  a 
hot  water  arrangement  at  a  cost  of  |500.  The  system  gives  perfect 
satisfaction. 
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Quite  a  number  of  our  rooms  were  supplied  with  real  slate  for  black- 
board surface,  leaving  a  small  per  cent,  of  houses  in  which  inferior 
blackboards  are  in  use.  Many  of  our  school  rooms  are  very  deficient 
in  the  means  of  ventilation,  seventy-five  per  cent,  having  no  other 
means  of  admitting  fresh  air  than  by  the  primitive  method  of  lower- 
ering  or  raising  the  windows.  Directors  contemplating  building 
should  make  ventilation  a  primary  matter. 

Quite  a  number  of  our  schools  are  supplied  with  suitable  apparatus, 
yet  the  majority  of  them  are  not  well  supplied.  The  mechanic  must 
have  proper  tools  to  work  with,  and  so  must  the  teacher  if  he  is  ex- 
pected to  do  good  work. 

There  is  no  agency  that  can  build  up  the  sentiment  for  good  schools 
quicker  than  the  earnest  and  conscientious  teacher.  Disguise  it  as 
we  may,  the  adage  "as  the  teacher  so  the  school,"  is  verifying  itself 
in  the  school  room.  Thirty-nine  of  our  teachers  had  no  previous  ex- 
perience in  the  public  schools,  though  of  this  number  eight  were 
graduates  of  Normal  schools,  teaching  their  first  term. 

There  were  few  entire  failures,  though  quite  a  number  of  our  teach- 
ers did  not  do  as  good  work  as  was  desirable. 

A  large  majority  of  our  teachers  are  always  willing  and  anxious 
to  improve;  while  another  class,  though  comparatively  a  small  propor- 
tion, seem  to  think  they  have  reached  the  zenith  of  perfection. 
Teachers'  meetings  to  them  are  a  secondary  matter,  except  when  the 
schools  are  given  out  and  when  the  salary  is  paid.  They  take  no  in- 
terest in  educational  matters,  and  only  stay  in  the  school  room  as  a 
means  of  livelihood,  and  the  sooner  such  teachers  forsake  the  school 
room  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  schools. 

I  held  twenty-one  public  examinations,  and  examined  290  appli- 
cants for  provisional  certificates.  Out  of  this  number  71  were  re- 
jected and  219  received  certificates. 

I  also  renewed  14  professional  certificates.  Twenty-two  of  our 
teachers  were  examined  and  recommended  for  permanent  certificates. 

I  propose  to  elevate  the  standard  for  provisional  certificates  stead- 
ily, for  I  believe  that  the  time  has  come  when  all  permanent  teachers 
ought  to  hold  higher  grades  of  certificates. 

Nine  very  successful  local  institutes  were  held  in  various  places  in 
the  county  and  all  were  well  attended.  A  few  of  the  teachers  made 
themselves  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  These  meetings  continue 
to  arouse  public  opinion  in  favor  of  better  schools  and  better  pay  for 
the  teachers. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  during  the  third  week  in  October. 
It  was  pronounced  by  parties  competent  to  judge  as  one  of  the  most 
successful  ever  held  in  the  county.  All  but  four  of  our  teachers  were 
in  attendance. 

We  were  assisted  by  State  Supt.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Supts.  McNeal 
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and  Walton,  Profs.  Bible,  Hvnson,  Deatiick,  and  Kothermel,  Miss 
Buckbee,  Drs.  Hull,  Buehrie,  Pliilips,  Home  and  othei-s. 

The  free  text  books  brought  inany  pupils  into  the  schools  who 
would  otherwise  not  have  attended.  The  teachers  were  also  able  to 
grade  their  schools  to  a  better  advantage  than  ever  before.  Most  of 
the  schools  were  furnished  with  cabinets  for  storing  the  books. 

Some  of  the  schools  are  furnished  with  dictionaries  for  the  use  of 
the  pupils,  while  others  have  no  works  of  reference  whatever.  A 
dictionary  is  something  that  is  indispensable  in  the  school  room,  and 
directors  should  furnish  it  the  same  as  any  other  text  books. 

Eight  of  our  districts  still  adhere  to  the  minimum  school  term,  and 
the  others  i-ange  from  seven  to  ten  months.  Whitehall  increased  the 
term  from  seven  to  eight  months,  and  North  Whitehall  from  six  to 
seven  months.  I  visited  all  the  schools  once,  about  one-half  twice, 
and  some  a  third  time.  I  found  the  rooms  generally  in  good  condi- 
tion, though  a  few  of  them  were  too  disagreeable  for  school  purposes. 
Our  teachers  are  meeting  with  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  esjjecially  in 
the  rural  districts,  in  the  teaching  of  reading,  and  many  of  the  pupils 
are  lacking  in  good  articulation.  This  can  only  be  overcome  by  con- 
stant drill,  and  teachers  should  lay  much  stress  ufjon  this  matter. 

The  law  relative  to  water  closets  has  somewhat  revolutionized  these 
buildings.  The  borough  of  Slatington  has  introduced  a  system  of 
drying  closets  at  an  expense  of  §1,200. 

That  part  of  Salisbury  known  as  Fountain  HiU  was  by  a  decree  of 
court  formed  into  a  separate  school  district,  and  will  hereafter  sustain 
a  system  of  jtublic  schools  independent  from  the  township  to  which 
it  formerly  belonged,  maldng  the  twenty-fifth  district. 

I  have  been  urging  a  system  of  graduation  from  our  rural  public 
schools.  Many  of  our  teachers  are  very  favorably  impressed  while  a 
few  oppose  it  on  the  ground  that  it  would  burden  them  with  too  much 
extra  labor.  I  suppose  there  is  some  truth  in  the  objection,  but  then 
we  must  remember  that  "there  is  no  excellence  without  labor."  The 
question  was  thoroughly  discussed  at  our  local  institutes  and  I  have 
hopes  that  we  may  be  able  to  make  a  trial  of  it  in  a  few  districts  by 
the  close  of  the  next  school  term. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  teachers, 
directors,  patrons,  clergj-men  and  the  press  for  their  kind  treatment 
and  assistance  which  they  have  rendered  me  in  the  discharge  of  my 
official  duties.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  the  kindly  advice  and  help  so  freely  given. 
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LUZERNE  COUNTY— Torrence  B.  Harrison. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  business  man  can  looli  over  his  books 
and  strike  a  balance  showing  just  how  much  he  has  gained  or  lost 
during  the  year.  He  can  see  just  where  his  business  has  extended 
beyond  its  former  limits,  and  where  it  has  contracted  within  its 
previous  boundaries.  So  a  county  superintendent  may  look  over  the 
work  of  a  year  and  prepare  statistics  showing  the  number  of  new 
houses  built,  the  increase  in  the  attendance  of  pupils,  the  number  of 
teachers  employed  and  many  other  points  of  interest,  but  these  items 
are  by  no  means  the  measure  of  the  growth  of  educational  sentiment. 
The  increased  facilities  for  effective  school  work,  such  as  better 
houses  more  suitably  furnished,  schools  well  graded,  and  teachers 
carefully  selected  and  well  paid,  show  that  the  educational  sentiment 
of  a  community  is  growing;  but  these  are  by  no  means  the  measure 
of  the  real  growth  of  our  school  interests.  When  some  means  have 
been  discovered  whereby  we  can  measure  the  development  of  the 
human  soul,  then  we  may  write  reports  that  will  show  the  real  ad- 
vancement we  are  making  toward  the  solution  of  the  great  problem 
with  which  we  are  wrestling — the  development  of  our  boys  and  girls 
into  true  and  noble  men  and  women. 

A  review  of  the  work  in  Luzerne  county  during  the  year  is  full  of 
encouragement  to  those  interested  in  education.  It  shows  that  our 
people  are  becoming  more  interested  in  our  schools,  and  that  they  be- 
lieve that  to  have  good  schools  it  is  necessary  to  have  good  houses, 
suitably  furnished,  and  teachers  well  prepared  for  their  work.  Hence 
there  has  been  an  effort  to  improve  school  properties  by  painting, 
putting  in  new  furniture  and  slate  boards.  Ten  new  houses  have 
been  erected  during  the  year. 

Ashley  borough  built  a  two-story  eight- roomed  brick  building.  It 
is  well  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Fuller  and  Warren  system.  The 
rooms  are  good  sized  and  w^ell  lighted.  The  old  building  was  very 
much  improved  by  putting  in  the  Smead-Wills  system  of  heating  and 
ventilating.  A  new  house  was  erected  at  Wapwallopen,  Conyngham 
township.  It  is  a  very  good  building  and  well  furnished.  Dennison 
township  changed  the  location  of  the  Brader  school  and  built  a  new 
one  in  a  central  point.  Dorrance  rebuilt  one  house,  but  made  a  mis- 
take in  not  putting  in  slate  boards.  A  fine  four-roomed  building  was 
erected  at  Preston,  Hanover  township.  The  rooms  are  all  on  the  first 
floor,  are  large,  well  lighted,  heated  and  ventilated.  Wide  halls  ex- 
tend through  the  building  in  both  directions.  The  Hanover  directors 
alwflvs  build  good  houses.     The  school  at  Hunlocks  became  too  large. 
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A  uew  house  was  built  near  the  old  one  and  the  schools  graded.  The 
house  cost  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  but  is  a  very  good  one. 
Kingston  township  built  a  new  house  containing  two  rooms  at  Larks- 
ville.  Plymouth  township  built  two  houses  and  Pittston  township 
one.  These  houses  are  all  well  j)lanned  and  are  suitable  in  every 
respect.  Last  year  Sugar  Notch  began  the  construction  of  an  eight- 
roomed  building.  It  was  not  completed  until  after  the  schools  opened 
in  the  fall.  The  building  is  the  pride  of  every  resident  of  the  town. 
The  grounds  were  terraced  this  spring  and  sodded,  so  that  when  I 
visited  the  schools  in  May,  I  was  delighted  with  the  beauty  of  the 
surroundings. 

There  are  five  hundred  and  two  schools  under  my  jurisdiction. 
Five  hundred  and  thirty-six  teachers  found  emplo^Tuent  in  our  county. 
Of  these  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  were  men  and  four  hundred  were 
women.  Sixty-seven  had  no  previous  experience  and  two  hundred 
and  forty-nine  had  taught  five  years  or  more.  There  were  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight  holding  provisional  certificates,  forty-seven  hav- 
ing professionals,  forty-nine  with  permanent  certificates,  while  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two  were  graduates  of  State  Normal  schools. 

Twenty-nine  examinations  were  held  during  the  year  and  four  hun- 
dred and  four  persons  were  examined,  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
of  whom  received  certificates.  Four  hundred  and  ninety-seven  schools 
were  visited;  five  hundred  and  twenty-four  visits  being  made.  Nine- 
teen educational  meetings  were  held  and  a  number  of  commencement 
exercises  attended. 

Our  teachers  are  generally  progressive.  Nearly  all  of  them  take 
educational  papers  and  are  striving  earnestly  to  keep  well  informed 
as  to  the  best  methods  and  best  educational  thoughts.  This  is  as  it 
should  be.  While  I  am  not  disposed  to  believe  that  everything  de- 
pends upon  the  teacher,  yet  it  is  true  in  a  large  measure  that  as  the 
teacher  is  so  the  school  will  be.  I  am  satisfied  that  what  we  need  at 
this  time  next  to  a  deeper  interest  in  schools  on  the  part  of  our  people 
in  genera],  is  a  higher  educational  and  professional  standard  for  our 
teachers.  This  a  county  Superintendent  cannot  bring  about  unaided. 
There  must  be  the  hearty  support  of  every  one  interested  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  our  schools.  Show  me  a  district  where  a  majority  of 
the  people  are  interested  in  the  schools,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
them  as  good  as  possible,  and  I  will  show  you  a  community  where 
there  are  good  schools  and  where  the  teachers  are  earnest  and  com- 
petent and  where  the  boys  and  girls  are  making  rapid  advancement. 
But  we  are  not  getting  this  higher  educational  standard.  On  the 
contrary  it  is  becoming  more  difficult  each  year  for  the  Superintend- 
ent to  maintain  a  high  standard.  To  the  average  individual  it  would 
seem  unreasonable  for  a  superintendent  to  insist  upon  higher  scholar- 
ship for  a  provisional  certificate  than  is  required  for  admission  to  the 
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senior  classes  of  our  Normal  schools.  Yet,  as  very  many  superintend- 
ents can  testify,  it  frequently  happens  that  persons  failing  to  pass  the 
annual  examinations  find  no  difficulty  in  entering  the  senior  classes 
and  graduating  in  one  year.  When  it  is  remembered  that,  during 
the  senior  year  very  little  attention  is  given  to  the  common  branches 
— the  subjects  that  ninety-five  per  cent,  of  those  graduating  will  teach 
— and  that  the  junior  examination  is  final,  it  would  seem  that  the 
present  requirements  of  our  State  Normal  schools  do  not  tend  to 
higher  scholarship  at  least.  One  of  two  things  is  certain,  either  che 
superintendents  of  many  of  our  counties  require  too  high  attainments 
for  provisional  certificates,  or  our  Normal  schools  have  too  low  a 
standard  for  admission  to  the  senior  classes,  and  if  we  may  take  the 
testimony  of  our  Normal  school  men  as  to  the  value  of  the  provisional 
certificate,  it  certainly  is  not  the  former.  We  need  today  teachers 
not  less  scholarly  than  were  needed  twenty  years  ago,  but  teachers 
who  are  better  informed  on  all  subjects  taught  in  our  schools  and 
who  have  added  to  these  essentials  a  general  knowledge  of  many 
subjects  and  who  have  the  ability  so  to  present  knowledge  as  to  in- 
spire our  boys  and  girls  with  a  deeper  love  for  it  and  a  nobler  enthus- 
iasm in  its  pursuit. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  the  last  week  of  October.  This  was 
a  departure  from  the  usual  order,  as  it  had  been  the  custom  from  the 
beginning  to  hold  the  meeting  just  before  the  holidays.  Our  teachers 
decided  in  '92  that  an  early  institute  would  be  productive  of  beiter 
results  and  requested  the  County  Superintendent  to  call  the  institute 
"as  early  as  possible,  consistent  with  the  best  interests  of  the  schools 
of  the  county."  The  change  was  made  and  was  highly  satisfactory  to 
a  large  majority  of  the  teachers,  so  much  so  that  a  resolution  that 
"the  institute  next  year  be  held  as  nearly  as  possible  at  the  time  it 
was  last  held  this  year,"  was  adopted  by  practically  a  unanimous 
vote.  We  enrolled  six  hundred  and  thirty  teachers.  Our  instructors 
were  Dr.  E.  E.  White,  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Supt. 
of  Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  Geo.  I.  Aldrich,  Newton, 
Mass.;  Miss  Belle  Thomas,  of  Chicago,  111.;  Prof.  Emory  P.  Eussell,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.;  Prof.  A.  P.  Root,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

On  Monday  night  Leland  T.  Powers  delighted  us  with  "David  Cop- 
perfield."  Tuesday  evening  Dr.  Jas.  M.  Buckley,  of  New  York,  lec- 
tured. Wednesday  evening  Hon.  J.  J.  Ingalls  delivered  his  lecture 
"Problems  of  our  Second  Century"  to  a  large  and  appreciative  audi- 
ence. A  number  of  local  meetings  were  held  and  a  lively  interest 
manifested  by  both  teachers  and  patrons. 

In  my  school  visitations  considerable  attention  has  been  given  to 
the  matter  of  reading.  Any  method  that  fails  to  give  the  pupil  power 
to  help  himself  is  defective.  The  word  method  by  itself  is  not  a  good 
one.     It  does  not  give  the  pupil  power.    I  have  urged  teachei-s  to  pay 
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attention  to  phonics,  believing  that  if  this  is  done  intelligently  the 
pupil  will  be  given  a  key  to  the  pronunciation  of  new  words,  will  learn 
to  read  with  greater  ease  and  will  take  greater  delight  in  the  work. 

The  results  of  free  text  books  are  very  gratifying.  Teachers  are  no 
longer  hampered  by  having  many  pupils  with  few  books.  The  at- 
tendance is  better,  the  interest  greater  and  the  results  reached  by 
the  teacher  very  much  more  satisfactory  than  formerly. 

There  is  still  a  sad  dearth  of  suitable  reference  books,  and  nearly 
a  famine  of  good  reading  matter  in  our  schools.  School  libraries 
are  necessities  and  school  boards  should  be  permitted  to  start  them 
and  to  add  to  them  from  the  general  school  fund.  There  are  still 
many  schools  where  not  even  the  dictionary  is  found.  This  matter 
I  shall  continue  to  urge  until  not  a  school  house  is  without  this  nec- 
essary volume. 

The  outlook  for  the  coming  3ear  is  bright.  The  "summer  school" 
has  disappeared.  Salaries  have  been  increased  in  several  districts. 
An  inquiry  for  better  teachers  is  fequently  heard.  Directors  and 
people  appreciate  more  fully  than  ever  before  the  work  of  the  honest, 
capable  teacher.  Fewer  changes  of  teachers  have  been  made  than 
usual,  and  all  signs  point  to  a  prosperous  school  year. 

T  desire  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  the  Department  for  many 
favors  received,  and  to  the  many  friends  of  education  in  Luzerne  who 
have  so  ably  assisted  me  in  the  work  of  looking  after  the  educational 
interests  of  the  coiinty. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY— J.  George  Becht. 

The  general  result  of  educational  work  done  in  the  county  during 
the  past  year  has  indeed  been  gratifying,  and  has  elicited  favorable 
comment  from  those  who  have  an  interest  in  the  work  of  the  public 
schools.  Public  sentiment  as  manifested  in  our  annual,  district  ajid 
local  institutes,  directors'  conventions  and  other  educational  meet- 
ings, showed  clearly  that  the  people  are  proud  of  the  public  school 
system  and  are  interested  in  providing  every  means  to  train  boys 
and  girls  in  the  principles  which  underlie  good  citizenship.  FiVen 
though  suitable  buildings  are  provided,  ample  courses  of  study  laid 
out  and  capable  teachers  selected,  unless  backed  up  by  public  opinion, 
all  these  agencies  will  fall  far  short  of  accomplishing  the  purpose 
for  which  the  common  school  exists. 
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Much  has  been  done  during  the  past  year  in  the  way  of  thorough 
classification  as  well  as  systematic  supervision. 

The  county  is  divided  into  districts,  over  each  of  which  a  district 
superintendent  is  appointed.  The  schools,  as  a  rule,  are  well  pro- 
vided with  apparatus.  But  there  still  remains  a  greater  need,  that  of 
a  more  thorough  professional  qualification  of  teachers.  System  and 
supervision  are  not  educational  forces.  On  the  other  hand  we  believe 
that  in  the  hands  of  an  incompetent  teacher,  a  rigid  program  and  an 
inelastic  system  may  be  retarding  forces.  The  great  pity  is  that  too 
often  it  is  not  the  system  which  gives  way,  but  that  the  child  is  sac- 
rificed to  the  system.  Books,  apparatus,  classification,  etc.,  are  but 
means  for  the  competent  teacher.  They  cannot  educate.  Now,  as 
always,  the  only  thing  which  can  educate  mind  is  mind,  which 
alone  can  furnish  stimulus  for  the  activity  of  other  minds.  Place  an 
earnest,  well-qualified  and  competent  teacher  in  every  school-room 
and  classification  will  take  care  of  itself  and  less  supervision  will  be 
needed.  If  under  such  hands,  the  system  must  give  way  at  any  point, 
we  may  rest  easy  in  the  assurance  that  it  is  done  in  the  interest  of 
the  individual  child  and  because  the  good  teacher  considers  the  edu- 
cation of  individual  of  more  importance  than  system. 

From  our  official  standpoint  the  intellectual  qualifications  must  still 
be  the  basis  in  the  choice  of  teachers.  The  teacher  who  is  well  pre- 
pared on  the  subject  matter,  other  things  being  equal,  must  take  pre- 
cedence, and  the  one  less  thoroughly  prepared  must  be  dropped.  But 
this  is  not  all;  for  no  matter  how  well  prepared,  that  teacher  becomes 
worthless  who  ceases  to  be  a  student.  We  may  go  even  further  and 
say  that  the  teacher  becomes  nearly  worthless  who  narrows  himself 
down  to  the  mere  details  of  his  everyday  school  work,  no  matter  how 
faithfully  he  may  study  each  day's  lessons  from  the  text  book  em- 
ployed. A  teacher,  above  all  men,  needs  an  elastic  mind,  always  in 
search  of  truth  and  ready  to  receive  it,  and  capable  of  responding  to 
all  that  science,  art,  literature  and  nature  can  offer.  Loss  of  the 
receptive  faculty,  indifference  to  knowledge  and  intellectual  death  in 
the  teacher  bring  stagnation  in  pupils. 

The  preparation,  professional  and  otherwise,  of  teachers  is  the 
great  work  of  the  future,  in  whatever  way  it  can  be  done;  and  this 
preparation  must  not  end  with  the  examination.  One  effective 
means  to  this  end  in  this  county  is  the  Teachers'  Exchange,  which 
meets  regularly  for  discussion  and  which  possesses  a  well  supplied 
library.  Teachers  read  and  discuss  works  of  general  literature  and 
history  as  well  as  a  more  thorough  study  of  books  which  tend  to 
widen  their  professional  knowledge.  Of  the  professional  books 
studied  this  year  are  Rowland's  Practical  Hints  for  Teachers,  Bald- 
win's Psychology  and  Education,  Hooper's  Apperception,  White's 
6-6-94 
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School  Management,  Prayer's  The  Mind  of  the  Child,  and  Laurie's 
Institutes  of  Education.  In  the  examination  each  year,  teachers  are 
examined  in  several  of  the  books  previously  specified  as  well  as  in 
the  history  of  education. 


McKEAN  COUNTY— W.  P.  Eckels. 

Our  school  buildings  are  better  than  ever  before.  The  old  ones 
have  been  renovated  in  a  number  of  places  and  we  have  had  four  new 
ones  built.  The  school  house  in  Smethport  burned  just  before  the 
close  of  last  year  and  it  has  been  replaced  by  one  of  the  finest  build- 
ings in  the  State.  No  necessary  expense  was  spared  and  it  Is  an 
honor  to  the  school  board  and  the  town. 

The  average  age  of  our  teachers  is  larger  than  ever  before  which 
means  that  we  are  asking  jjei-sons  to  take  time  to  prepare  themselves 
better  before  they  take  charge  of  our  schools. 

The  number  of  Normal  graduates  is  increasing  every  year,  and  this 
year  more  persons  will  go  from  McKean  county  to  the  Normal  schools 
than  ever  before. 

Several  years  ago  the  teachers  recommended  a  course  of  study  for 
the  county,  but  for  several  reasons  it  did  not  work  well.  We  have 
now  prepared  a  new  one  and  it  is  being  adopted  by  the  school  boards. 
It  will  be  in  operation  next  year  all  over  the  county. 

We  are  also  arranging  for  a  large  number  of  teachers'  meetings  in 
the  county  during  the  coming  year,  where  our  teachers  will  meet  to 
make  themselves  better  fitted  for  their  work. 

Our  teachers  are  all  reading  along  professional  lines  and  are  getting 
great  good  from  it. 

We  expect  each  year  to  designate  what  reading  the  teachers  are  to 
do,  for  the  plan  has  worked  well  during  the  past  two  years. 

We  expect  greater  good  from  our  schools  in  the  future  because  of 
the  uniform  long  term,  and  free  text  books. 

Some  few  persons  are  opposed  to  it,  but  they  wUl  come  around  all 
right.  I  am  glad  our  State  Superintendent  has  taken  the  stand  he 
has. 

Now,  if  we  could  have  closer  supervision,  we  would  take  another 
long  stride  forward. 

I  am  sorry  that  a  few  of  our  school  boards  have  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  reduce  the  number  of  months  of  school  for  the  coming  year, 
because  of  the  expense  of  buying  the  text  books. 
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They  will,  however,  come  back  to  their  former  number  next  year. 
The  new  directors  are  taking  hold  of  their  work  in  a  way  that  prom- 
ises great  things  for  the  coming  year. 


MERCER  COUNTY— L.  R.  Eckles. 

In  submitting  this,  my  first  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  this 
county,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  work  has  been  pleas- 
ant and  the  schools  prosperous. 

Following  the  work  commenced  by  my  predecessor,  a  uniform 
course  of  study  was  placed  in  all  the  ungraded  schools  of  our  county. 
As  a  result,  marked  improvement  was  manifested  in  order,  study  and 
classification.  I  took  special  care  in  grading  and  classifying,  fre- 
quently conferring  with  teachers  and  advising  them  upon  all  the 
features  of  the  work.  A  report  of  the  work  done  in  nearly  all  the 
schools  is  now  in  my  office,  and  a  like  report  left  with  the  directors 
for  the  succeeding  teacher. 

The  standard  of  qualification  for  a  teacher's  certificate  was  advanced 
as  far  as  circumstances  would  permit,  and  just  about  a  sufficient 
number  to  supply  the  schools  was  granted.  Those  of  our  teachers 
holding  professional  certificates  were  notified  to  prepare  for  examina- 
tion as  old  professionals  would  not  be  renewed.  Permit  me,  in  this 
connection,  to  make  a  suggestion  in  regard  to  permanent  certificates. 
I  believe  the  members  of  committee  on  permanent  certificates  should 
have  the  questions  furnished  them  by  the  Department  at  Harrisburg, 
and  that  a  high  standard  should  be  adopted.  Often  applicants  are 
granted  a  permanent  certificate  whose  average  is  not  as  high  as 
that  required  by  county  superintendents  for  a  professional  certificate. 
If  the  questions  were  furnished  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, then  the  same  qualifications  would  be  required  in  all  sections  of 
the  State, 

The  county  institute  convened  at  Greenville,  Dec.  26  to  Dec.  30. 

The  institute  not  having  been  held  at  Greenville  for  a  number  of 
years,  the  attendance  was  large  for  the  entire  week.  All  but  four 
teachers  were  present,  remaining  the  entire  week.  The  instructors 
were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Supt.  T.  Truedley,  Prof.  T.  S.  Lowden,  Supt. 
J.  W.  Canon  and  others. 

The  institute  was  a  success. 

Following  the  county  institute,  local  institutes  were  held  in  all 
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parts  of  the  county.  Attendance  at  these  was  good,  and  their  value 
cannot  easily  be  estimated. 

Our  school  term  has  been  longer  this  year  than  ever  before.  While 
our  people  have  not  been  accustomed  to  a  continuous  term,  present 
indications  are  that  they  are  beginning  to  see  the  wisdom  of  the  De- 
partment's ruling,  and  the  value  of  the  same. 

Some  opposition  was  manifested  to  free  text  books,  but  as  the 
school  term  passed  on,  the  law  became  more  satisfactory  and  the 
school  patrons  are  generally  well  pleased, 

New  buildings  have  been  erected  in  French  Creek,  Sugar  Grove, 
Hempfield,  Delaware,  Pine  and  Shenango,  Great  care  has  been  taken 
in  regard  to  location,  grounds,  seating,  lighting  and  ventilation.  All 
are  neat,  substantial,  modest  country  school  houses. 

The  new  building  at  Greenville  was  occupied  this  year.  It  is  of 
brick  and  stone,  two  stories  in  height,  containing  eight  rooms,  heated 
and  ventilated  by  the  Smead  system.  The  black  boards  are  of 
natural  slate,  and  the  furniture  of  the  latest  pattern  and  best  make. 
The  building  cost  |25,000,  C.  H.  Owsley,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  was 
the  architect.  The  building  reflects  credit  not  only  upon  the  directors 
under  whose  administration  it  was  erected,  but  also  upon  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  community  in  which  it  is  located. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— G.  T.  Cooper. 

In  submitting  this,  my  first  annual  report,  I  am  gratified  to  state 
that  our  schools  continue  along  the  lines  of  improvement;  but  there 
is  much  to  be  accomplished  before  we  will  have  reached  the  desired 
standard. 

Free  text  books  and  free  supplies  have  done  much  for  the  improve- 
ment of  our  schools.  I  am  convinced  that  our  schools  are  better 
classified,  that  more  scholars  study  all  theliranches,  and  that  better 
results  are  obtained  than  under  the  old  text  book  system. 

The  principal  defect  in  the  free  text  book  system  is  that  scholars 
have  no  books  of  their  own  for  private  use  or  for  use  in  private  schools 
when  the  public  schools  are  not  in  session. 

So  long  as  we  have  short  school  terms  in  our  country-  districts,  and  ex- 
isting conditions  do  not  seem  to  justify  a  longer  tenn,  there  will  be  a 
need  of  a  few  private  schools,  and  when  such  schools  are  conducted 
by  legalized  teachers,  it  would  seem  to  be  right  and  proper  that  the 
text  books  should  be  rented  for  private  use  and  for  such  an  amount 
of  rental  as  would  secure  the  di>tnct  against  any  loss, 
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The  purchasing  of  books  and  supplies,  together  with  the  debts 
previously  incurred,  has  prevented  a  few  distncts  from  improving  as 
they  otherwise  would  have  done. 

In  a  few  instances  the  number  of  mills  levied  for  school  purposes 
decreased  as  the  State  appropriation  increased.  Our  people  should 
not  be  overtaxed,  but  evidently  increased  appropriation  is  intended 
to  improve  the  public  schools — to  provide  better  school  houses,  im- 
proved school  grounds,  better  teachers,  fully  compensated  for  their 
labor,  and  longer  school  terms.  A  little  improvement  along  these 
lines  each  yeav  will  eventually  make  our  schools  what  they  ought  to 
be. 

Our  "Directors'  Association"  continues  to  be  a  useful  organization; 
important  topics  are  discussed  by  the  directors,  and  new  interest 
awakened  relative  to  the  proper  management  of  our  schools. 

The  attendance  would  be  better  and  better  results  would  be  ob 
tained  if  the  actual  expenses  of  directors  were  paid  while  attending 
these  conventions. 

The  Keedsville  schools  in  Brown  and  the  Toll  Gate  school  in  Derry 
were  crowded  to  such  an  extent  that  the  directors  of  these  districts 
found  it  necessary  to  increase  the  number  of  their  schools  by  one, 
and  each  rented  a  room  for  this  purpose. 

Freedom  (Ind.)  district  held  two  successful  entertainments,  con- 
ducted by  the  teachers,  for  the  benefit  of  their  school  library. 

Every  school  should  be  supplied  with  a  well-chosen  library,  and  the 
first  books  selected  should  be  a  good  dictionary  and  a  cyclopedia. 

During  the  coming  school  year,  we  hope  to  establish  a  course  of 
study  for  the  schools  of  the  county  regulated  by  some  plan  that  will 
make  it  effective,  and  see  more  interest  in  the  school  libraries. 

The  Lewistown  schools  have  been  greatly  hindered  in  their  work 
on  account  of  small-pox.  The  high  school  completed  the  full  nine 
months  term,  but  the  other  schools  were  closed  two  weeks  before  the 
term  was  completed.  The  Newton  Hamilton  directors  provided  their 
schools  with  one  of  Yaggy's  Geographical  charts;  it  is  a  good  help 
and  the  teachers  appreciate  it. 

One  yearns  experience  as  county  superintendent  has  convinced  me 
that  the  position  is  attended  by  constant  labor,  anxiety  and  expense; 
yet  I  have  enjoyed  the  work. 

Our  teachers  and  directors  have  manifested  a  willingness  to  help 
on  the  good  work,  the  people  all  over  the  county  have  encouraged 
me  by  their  courtesy  and  kindness,  the  editors  have  willingly  pub- 
lished our  notes  from  time  to  time,  the  Department  has  been  prompt 
and  satisfactory,  and  to  all  these  we  extend  our  sincere  thanks,  trust- 
ing that  a  year's  experience  will  enable  me  to  do  better  work  in  the 
future. 
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MONROE  COUNTY— T.  H.  Serfass. 

During  this  year  I  have  tried  to  acquire  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  schools,  and  to  acquaint  myself  with  the  character  of  iheir 
work,  and  the  nature  of  their  wants.  A  goodly  number  were  found 
in  excellent  condition,  all  parts  of  the  machinery  nicely  adjusted, 
with  products  of  corresponding  excellence;  a  large  number  were 
doing  well,  under  existing  circumstances;  of  the  remainder,  some 
were  fair,  and  a  few  might  have  been  decidedly  better. 

In  connection  with  the  general  condition  of  the  schools,  the  criti- 
cism that  applies  to  a  good  many  of  them  is  the  need  of  more  thorough 
organization  and  classification,  and  better  system  in  their  practical 
operation.  This  want  is  due  to  various  causes,  among  which  may 
be  noted  (1)  the  slowness  with  which  children  start  in  to  school  during 
the  first  months  of  the  term;  (2)  irregularity  of  attendance;  (3)  the 
undue  time  given  to  "hobbies;''  (4)  the  want  of  experience  and  knowl- 
edge of  school  management  on  the  part  of  young  teachers;  (5)  the 
go-as-you-please  habit  in  others.  Some  changes  for  the  better  were 
made  during  the  year,  and  by  the  close  of  another  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  report  substantial  improvement  in  this  line. 

One  hundred  and  forty-one  schools  were  open  during  the  year; 
twenty-five  of  them  being  graded.  More  graded  schools  are  needed, 
however.  In  Barrett  district,  one  school  had  eighty-three  pupils  en- 
rolled under  the  management  of  one  teacher;  in  Jackson,  one  building, 
with  comfortable  seating  capacity  for  fifty-two,  accommodated  sixty- 
five  pupils.  The  matter  has  already  been  discussed  by  the  officials 
and  patrons,  and  I  trust  proper  action  will  be  taken  before  the  open- 
ing of  another  term. 

The  teaching  force  during  the  past  year  consisted  of  ninety-eight 
males,  and  forty-six  females.  Of  these,  one  is  a  college  graduate,  and 
seven  are  graduates  of  Normal  schools;  two  hold  permanent,  twenty- 
six  professional  and  one  hundred  and  eight  provisional  certificates. 

This  county  never  had  a  corps -of  teachers  superior  in  intelligence 
and  more  devoted  to  their  work.  The  body,  however,  had  its  weak 
members.  Conscious  of  the  fact,  and  conscientious  in  the  matter, 
many  are  preparing  themselves  at  the  Normal,  or  at  the  private  in- 
stitutions in  the  county,  for  greater  efficiency  in  their  work  during 
the  coming  year.  These  efforts  to  acquire  higher  professional  attain- 
ments are  commendable  and  encouraging.  They  promise  better  and 
greater  results  for  the  future.  And  I  trust  the  matter  of  compensa- 
tion will  be  so  regulated  as  to  encourage  and  support  such  ambition 
to  advance  and  to  improve  professionally. 
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Two  new  school  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year — one  in 
Middle  Smithfield  and  the  other  in  the  borough  of  Stroudsburg.  The 
former  is  a  substantial  frame  house,  furnished  with  patent  desks  and 
slate  surface.  The  latter  is  of  brick,  two  stories  high,  contains  eight 
school  rooms,  and  cost  $17,627.15.  It  forms  an  addition  to  the  high 
school  building  erected  a  few  years  ago.  The  entire  building  now  con- 
tains sixteen  school  rooms,  two  recitation  rooms,  and  is  furnished 
throughout  with  all  modern  improvements  for  health  and  comfort. 

The  commencement  exercises  of  the  borough  high  schools  are  grow- 
ing in  popular  interest.  Crowded  houses  cheered  the  graduates  as 
they  performed  their  parts  on  the  programme  for  commencement.  A 
class  of  nine  were  graduated  from  the  Stroudsburg  high  school,  and 
three  from  the  East  Stroudsburg. 

One  of  the  decidedly  successful  events  in  connection  with  our 
schools  was  the  teachers'  county  institute.  The  following  were  the 
instructors:  Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp,  Ex-Supt.  J.  W.  Paul  and  Prin.  Geo.  P. 
Bible,  from  the  Normal  at  East  Stroudsburg;  Hon.  Heni-y  Houck, 
Dr.  Home,  Mi's.  H.  E.  Monroe,  Judge  J.  B.  Storm  and  Bevs.  A.  C. 
Wuchter  and  S.  F.  Laury.  Several  of  the  prominent  teachers  took 
part  in  the  regular  programme  and  rendered  good  service.  The  even- 
ing lecturers  were  Prof.  Kemp,  Mrs.  Monroe  and  Dr.  Handy. 

Local  institutes  were  organized  in  several  districts,  and  the  regular 
meetings  that  followed  awakened  considerable  interest  and  answered 
a  good  purpose. 

The  directors  throughout  the  county  gave  attention  to  the  require- 
ment of  the  law  pertaining  to  school  outhouses.  While  much  has 
been  done,  it's  not  all  done.  The  matter  needs  further  agitation,  and 
it  shall  have  it. 

The  free  text  book  system  will  not  be  without  its  good  effects  in  this 
county. 

The  work  of  the  past  year  has  been  pleasant  and  encouraging,  and 
the  outlook  for  the  future  is  promising. 


MONTGOMEBY  COUNTY— B.  F.  Hoffecker. 

The  eight  school  houses  which  were  built  during  the  year  are  com- 
modious and  substantial  buildings.  They  are  well  lighted,  have  good 
means  for  ventilation  and  for  heating  and  are  supplied  with  suitable 
furniture. 
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The  architectural  beauty  of  several  of  them  reflects  much  credit  on 
the  intelligence  of  the  directors.  The  few  districts  that  had  not 
previoush'  adopted  free  text  books,  complied  cheerfully  with  the  law 
and  the  schools  are  reaping  the  benefits. 

Since  our  last  report,  eight  libraries  have  been  organized  and  over 
twelve  hundred  books  purchased,  including  fifteen  unabridged  diction- 
aries. There  are  now  about  one  hundred  school  libraries  in  the 
county.     The  teachers  seem  determined  to  fight  xUe  literature. 

The  teaching  force  of  the  county  is  good.  We  have  a  very  large 
majority  of  conscientious,  earnest  and  enthusiastic  teachers,  who  are 
well  prepared  and  are  doing  good  work.  We  regret  that  so  many 
are  giving  their  best  years  without  an  adequate  compensation  for  their 
services.  The  increased  State  appropriation  has  been  the  means  of 
increasing  salaries,  but  not  to  the  extent  we  anticipated.  Every  year 
some  of  the  best  teachers,  especially  male  teachers,  seek  more  lucrative 
emplojTuent. 

Xo  good  teacher  should  be  allowed  to  leave  the  profession  for  want 
of  a  just  recompense. 

We  have  found  it  difficult  to  convince  the  people  of  the  necessity 
for  the  very  best  teachers  to  lay  the  foundations  of  an  education.  It 
is  universally  admitted  that  a  scholarly  and  efficient  principal  is 
needed  for  a  high  school,  but  few  people  realize  the  merit  and  dignity 
of  primary  work  nor  set  a  proper  estimate  upon  it. 

The  graded  course  of  study  continues  to  grow  in  favor  and  stability. 

Thirty-nine  dnys  were  dcA'oted  to  the  examination  of  pupils,  on 
questions  I  had  previously  prepared.  One  hundred  and  ninety-one 
pupils  of  the  graded  course  were  examined  and  of  this  number  only 
twenty-six  failed  to  meet  the  required  standard.  These  examina- 
tions test  the  teachers'  mode  of  instruction  better  than  am^  casual 
visits. 

It  has  been  feared  by  some  excellent  and  eminent  educators  that 
this  system  will  cause  graduates  of  the  public  school  to  believe  their 
education  is  complete  and  thus  put  an  end  to  further  growth  and 
study.  After  closely  watching  the  results  for  twelve  years  we  find 
it  has  an  entirely  different  effect  in  Montgomery  county.  Here,  it 
has  undoubtedly  created  a  thirst  for  greater  educational  advantages. 
A  large  percentage  of  every  class  seek  higher  institutions  of  learning. 

Commencement  exercises  are  effective  agencies  in  educating  public 
sentiment  and  arousing  a  general  interest  in  education. 

These  meetings  are  largely  attended  by  the  population  belonging  lo 
the  school  district.  The  addresses  given  on  these  occasions  give  the 
people  food  for  reflection  which  frequently  leads  to  an  increased  in- 
terest in  school  management  and  to  a  careful  selection  of  school  of- 
ficers.    Where  the  people  manifest  an  interest  the  best  teachers  are 
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employed  and  retained,  for  directors  are  not  afraid  to  pay  liberal 
salaries. 

The  thirty-ninth  annual  session  of  the  Montgomery  county  teachers' 
institute  was  held  at  Pottstown,  beginning  October  23.  The  meeting 
was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  best  ever  held  and  won  many  words  of 
commendation  from  friends  of  education.  The  directors'  associa- 
tion convened  on  Tlmrsday,  October  26.  It  was  largely  attended  by 
members  from  all  sections  of  the  county. 

Five  local  institutes  were  held  with  good  results.  These  meetings 
continue  very  popular  with  the  people. 

In  looking  over  the  field,  we  see  an  immense  amount  of  work  with 
good  prospects  of  fair  success.  The  greatest  needs  of  the  public 
schools  are  a  fair  using  of  the  State  appropriation,  a  just  taxation  for 
school  purposes,  closer  supervision  and  wisdom  in  choosing  teachers. 
When  merit  alone  controls  the  appointment  of  teachers  in  all  dis- 
tricts, as  it  does  in  many,  the  schools  will  be  greatly  benefited. 

Again  we  extend  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  State  Department  for 
wise  counsel,  promptly  given,  to  the  press  of  the  county  for  healthy 
educational  influence  and  to  directors  and  teachers  for  their  hearty 
co-operation. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY— W.  D.  Steinbach. 

Another  milestone  has  been  passed  in  the  history  of  our  schools. 
The  records  for  another  year  are  completed.  In  reviewing  the  work 
for  the  term  just  closed  we  cannot  report  as  much  progress  as  we  had 
hoped  in  the  commencement  of  the  year.  There  were  various  causes 
for  this.  Among  the  gravest  of  these,  was  that  small-pox  broke  out 
in  Danville,  which  caused  the  closing  of  the  schools  in  that  town  at 
the  end  of  the  six  months;  thus  we  lost  three  months  of  the  best  part 
of  the  term.  Our  county  being  very  small,  the  alarm  spread  to  alarm- 
ing proportions  and  the  people  for  a  time  seemed  paralyzed  and  the 
interest  throughout  seemed  to  lag.  Another  drawback:  A  number 
of  teachers  employed  with  very  low  grade  certificates,  while  some 
with  first  class  certificates  were  rejected.  Directors  should  select  the 
very  best  obtainable,  irrespective  of  relationship,  of  church  or  political 
influences.  Age,  physical  development,  high  moral  character  and  lit- 
erary attainments  should  enter  into  the  consideration  when  hiring 
teachers. 
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Our  county  institute  was  well  attended  on  the  part  of  the  teachers. 
Only  a  few  were  absent,  and  they  on  account  of  sickness. 

We  had  some  very  able  instruction  given  during  the  week  and 
much  interest  was  manifested  on  the  part  of  those  present.  We 
visited  the  schools  as  much  as  we  were  able  and  found  all  of  them  in 
about  as  good  condition  as  we  could  expect  under  surrounding  circum- 
stances, None  were  visited  less  than  twice  and  a  number  three  times. 
Very  little  visiting  was  done  by  directors  except  in  Cooper  township, 
where  the  entire  board  visits  the  schools  monthly.  We  hope  ihat 
other  boards  will  do  the  same.  The  teachers  in  Liberty  held  monthly 
meetings.  We  hope  that  they  will  keep  up  those  meetings  and  that 
other  districts  will  follow  their  example.  With  sincere  thanks  to 
all  who  have  aided  me  in  my  labors  I  close  my  seventh  annual  report. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY— W.  F.  Hoch. 

There  are  substantial  e\'idences  that  the  schools  of  this  county 
have  been  in  the  line  of  progress  during  the  year.  While  all  that  was 
desired  was  not  accomplished,  yet  many  steps  have  been  taken  for- 
ward. Four  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  as  follows. 
Allen  built  a  substantial  two-story  brick  building  with  two  rooms. 
The  building  is  well  arranged,  nicely  finished  and  presents  a  very  fine 
appearance.  Plainfield  built  two  substantial  brick  buildings.  Lower 
Saucon  replaced  an  old  stone  building  with  a  neat  brick  building  on 
an  enlarged  lot.  All  the  new  buildings  were  furnished  with  the  best 
improved  patent  furniture  and  slate  surface.  Nazareth  furnished  its 
building  with  the  Smead,  Wills  &  Co's  system  of  heating,  ventilating 
and  dry  closets.  They  also  furnished  another  room  and  added  one 
school.  A  few  new  houses  are  yet  needed  to  displace  old  ones.  All 
our  houses,  except  five  or  six  which  are  owned  by  the  districts,  are 
now  supplied  with  patent  furniture.  Bethlehem  township  will  erect 
a  two-room  house  and  grade  some  of  the  schools.  Bangor  has  under 
erection  a  two-story  brick  building  with  granite  trimmings.  This 
building  when  finished  will  contain  four  school  rooms,  two  recitation 
rooms,  and  an  assembly  room  to  seat  about  400.  The  three  buildings 
will  be  heated  by  direct-indirect  steam.  It  is  expected  to  be  ready 
for  occupancy  by  about  the  beginning  of  January.  The  departmental 
system  of  instruction  will  be  introduced  in  the  grammar  and  high 
school. 

Teachers'  salaries  were  increased  and  the  term  lengthened   in  a 
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rmmber  of  districts.  Only  two  districts  paid  less  than  forty 
dollars  for  a  number  one  certificate.  Of  the  twenty-eight  dis- 
tricts, only  six  had  less  than  seven  months.  Two  new  districts  ^-vere 
formed.  Wind  Gap,  from  Plainfield  township,  and  Tatany,  from  Pal- 
mer township.  In  a  few  of  the  districts  all  the  old  out-houses  were 
replaced  by  new  ones,  such  as  the  new  law  requires,  and  in  a  few 
others  this  will  be  done  during  vacation.  In  a  number  of  districts 
there  is  not  sufficient  interest  taken  in  the  improvement  of  school 
grounds.  There  is  no  good  reason  why  they  should  not  receive  the 
same  care  and  attention  that  is  bestowed  on  other  educational  agen- 
cies. The  grounds  should  be  enlarged  and  enclosed  with  a  neat,  sub- 
stantial fence,  surrounded  with  shade  trees. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  Able  Opera  House,  Easton, 
Oct.  23  to  27.  During  the  day  sessions  instruction  was  given  by 
Profs.  F.  A.  Lyman,  E.  L.  Kemp,  H.  P.  Smith,  A.  C.  Rothermel,  0.  0. 
Boyer,  Dr.  Geo.  B.  Hancher,  Dr.  Geo.  P.  Bible,  Dr.  J.  P.  Welsh,  Hon. 
J.  S.  Hess,  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  and  Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer.  The  follow- 
ing topics  were  discussed  by  some  of  our  teachers,  viz : 

Eifective  Teaching,  by  L.  A.  Williamson;  Practical  Citizenship,  by 
H,  F.  Walker  and  D.  W.  Sigafoos,  and  Hints  on  Teaching,  by  A.  D. 
McHhaney.  Evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Chas.  F.  UnderhiU, 
Col.  L.  F.  Copeland,  John  E.  Clarke,  and  a  musical  entertainment  by 
the  Schumann  Concert  Company. 

Our  series  of  local  institutes,  six  in  number,  held  in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  county,  were  the  most  largely  attended  of  any  in  our  edu- 
cational history,  and  did  much  towards  cultivating  a  healthy  school 
sentiment  in  the  localities  in  which  they  were  held.  Many  of  our 
leading  teachers  took  an  active  part  in  those  meetings,  and  much  of 
the  success  was  due  to  their  assistance  and  co-operation.  The  school 
directors'  association  held  two  meetings  during  the  year — one  at 
Easton  on  the  week  of  the  county  institute  and  the  other  at  Bethle- 
hem in  May,  1894.  Both  meetings  were  most  profitable  and  interest- 
ing. 

The  outlook  for  the  ensuing  year  is  very  promising.  Palmer  and 
Allen  township  will  have  a  nine  months'  term,  and  in  a  nmber  of 
other  districts  the  salaries  of  teachers  will  be  increased,  and  other 
improvements  made. 

Directors  are  more  careful  in  the  selection  of  teachers  than  they 
have  ever  been  before.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  Teachers  realize 
more  than  ever  that  preparation  and  growth  are  expected  and  re- 
quired in  the  work  of  teaching. 
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XOETHUMBEELAM)  COUNTY— Ira  Shipman. 

A  new  frame  house  was  built  at  Upper  Boyles  Run,  in  Lower 
Augusta;  a  two-story  brick  at  Tliarptown  in  Coal;  a  brick  house  at 
Stony  Batter  in  Delaware  and  a  large  two-story  brick  building  in 
East  Sunbury.  AU  things  considered  these  houses  reflect  credit  upon 
school  officer-s  and  the  communities  in  which  they  are  erected. 

The  enlarging  of  grounds  and  planting  of  trees  and  shrubbery  have 
received  a  reasonable  share  of  attention  throughout  the  county.  Up- 
per Augusta  enlarged  every  school  site,  making  each  contain  not  less 
than  three-fourths  of  an  acre  and  planted  trees  on  every  ground. 
Arbor  days  were  appropriately  observed  in  several  districts. 

There  is  a  lack  of  school  apparatus  in  some  districts  and  teachers 
work  to  a  disadvantage  in  devising  means  "to  teach  the  young  idea 
how  to  shoot."  No  school  room  in  countiT  districts  should  be  without 
a  reading  chart,  outline  maps  and  dictionaries.  In  addition  to  these, 
wherever  financial  circumstances  will  warrant,  there  should  be  found 
a  good,  standard  up-to-date  encyclopedia. 

The  county  institute  held  at  Sunbury,  Dec.  18-22,  was  better  at- 
tended than  any  heretofore.  Three  hundred  and  thirty-one  teachers 
were  enrolled.  Shamokin  borough,  for  the  first  time  in  several  years, 
sent  a  large  delegation.  The  institute  was  divided  into  sections  for  a 
part  of  each  day's  work,  thus  bringing  teachers  close  to  instructors, 
not  in  distance,  but  in  the  spirit  of  the  work.  Several  of  the  county 
teachers  did  eflScient  work,  and  the  general  expression  was,  that  the 
week  was  profitably  spent. 

A  number  of  local  institutes  well  attended  by  citizens,  directors 
and  teachers,  were  held.  Much  good  work  was  done  and  the  spirit 
of  progress  shown  gave  an  impulse  that  will  manifest  itself  in  the 
near  future. 

Many  of  the  rural  districts  were  disappointed  at  the  loss  sustained 
in  State  appropriation  and  this  was  especially  keenly  felt  because  of 
the  expense  incurred  in  procuring  free  text  books. 

The  number  of  resident  taxables  being  the  basis  for  the  distribution 
of  the  appropriation,  assessors  cannot  exercise  too  much  care  in 
making  their  returns. 

The  free  text  book  law  has  worked  very  well  in  Northumberland 
county  thus  far,  and  bids  fair  to  become  one  of  the  commendable 
features  of  the  free  school  system.  In  nearly  every  district  its  pro- 
visions have  been  carried  out  to  the  minutest  detail. 

Observation  and  inquiry  lead  us  to  believe  that  too  little  visiting 
is  done  by  patrons.     If  parents  and  guardians  would  visit  our  schools 
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oftener,  much  fault-finding  and  gossip  would  be  avoided  and  intelli- 
gent, consistent  judgment  rendered. 

The  teacher,  with  veiy  few  exceptions,  did  worli  commendable  to 
themselves  and  valuable  to  the  districts.  Most  of  them  are  working 
with  a  view  of  making  teaching  their  life  work,  instead  of  a  stepping 
stone  to  some  imaginary  haven  of  no  work  and  good  pay. 

A  directors'  association  should  be  formed  and  meetings  held  at 
least  twice  a  year.  At  our  last  county  institute  there  was  a  very  good 
representation  (about  90)  on  directors'  day  and  topics  bearing  directly 
upon  their  duties  discussed  with  an  earnestness  indicative  of  desire 
of  progress  and  success.  A  stream  will  not  rise  above  its  source,  and 
the  directors  having  control  of  our  schools  must  be  reached  by  some 
rational  means  as  surely  as  must  the  teachers,  if  we  would  advance. 
The  matter  of  expense  incurred  is  the  chief  element  in  keeping  di- 
rectors from  these  conventions;  they  do  not  look  for  lucrative  com- 
pensation, but  in  common  justice  to  them  and  as  a  sure  stepping  stone 
to  greater  progress,  they  should  have  their  expenses  paid  for  attend- 
ing these  educational  meetings.  To  the  man  who  has  amassed  a 
fortune  the  expense  is  no  great  consideration,  but  a  majority  of  the 
directors  is  not  of  that  class,  and  when  it  comes  to  deciding  whether 
or  not  they  shall  expend  from  |3  to  |5  to  attend  a  directors'  asso- 
ciation, it  is  not  much  wonder  that  the  decision  is  adverse. 

During  the  year  I  visited  most  of  the  schools  a  second  time,  making 
in  all  363  visits.  I  have  in  manuscript  a  course  of  study  for  ungraded 
country  schools,  which  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  teacher 
at  the  opening  of  the  term  1894-95,  believing  that  this  course  will  do 
much  toward  systematizing  and  grading  the  work,  fixing  a  more  defi- 
nite object  to  be  attained  and  raising  the  standard  of  the  rural  dis- 
trict schools. 

Suggestions. 

1.  That  the  law  for  distribution  of  the  State  appropriation  be  so 
changed  as  to  give  country  districts  more  favorable  consideration. 

2.  That  there  be  a  course  of  study  prepared  for  ungraded  country 
schools,  that  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  State. 

3.  That  all  country  schools  should  be  opened  early  enough  in  the 
fa-x  to  allow  the  term  to  be  completed  by  the  middle  of  March. 

4.  That  in  addition  to  the  unabridged  dictionary  there  should  be  a 
number  of  smaller  size  for  more  general  use. 

5.  That  there  be  an  appropriation  made  for  holding  local  institutes. 

In  conclusion,  I  return  my  thanks  to  the  State  Department,  di- 
rectors, teachers  and  others  for  courteous  treatment  and  assistance  ' 
rendered. 
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PERRY  COUNTY— J.  M.  Arnold. 

In  submitting-  this,  my  first  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Perry 
county,  it  will,  of  course,  be  impossible  to  compare  their  present  con- 
dition with  that  of  former  years.  I  am  convinced,  however,  that 
there  has  been  no  retrogradation  but  reasonable  advancement. 

A  growth  of  interest  has  been  manifested  by  the  public  generally, 
directors  and  teachers.  In  the  greater  number  of  districts,  the  di- 
rector's and  patrons  are  gradually  learning  to  appreciate  those  who 
are  thoroughly  fitted  for  the  work,  and  former  success  in  teaching  and 
good  qualifications  are  generally  made  the  test  in  the  selection  of 
teachers. 

While  the  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  county  are  either  fair  or 
very  good,  yet  there  are  many  in  a  dilapidated  condition  and  the  fur- 
niture badly  arranged  and  injurious.  We  hope,  however,  to  see  these 
pass  away  rapidly  and  give  place  to  substantial,  well- ventilated  and 
properly  heated  buildings  with  large,  enclosed  grounds  and  furnished 
with  modern  appliances. 

During  the  year  new  houses  were  erected  at  Centre  in  Junial:a, 
Union  in  Spring,  and  Centre  in  Wheatfield.  These  are  substantial 
brick  buildings,  sufficiently  large  to  meet  the  wants  of  their  respective 
districts  and  all  supplied  with  modern  furniture.  The  building  in 
Duncannon  was  remodeled,  making  five  instead  of  four  rooms,  and 
supplied  with  slate  blackboards  and  steam  heating  apparatus.  A 
reading  and  directors'  room,  containing  the  school  library  and  sepa- 
rated from  the  high  school  room  by  a  glass  partition,  was  also  added. 
A  piano  was  placed  in  the  high  school,  New  furniture  took  the  place 
of  the  old  desks  in  the  two  houses  in  Tyrone. 

The  Newport  schools  were  supplied  with  additional  tables  and  the 
high  school  room  greatly  improved  b}"  new  single  desks,  matting,  etc. 
Slate  blackboards  were  placed  in  one  house  in  Greenwood  and  the 
interior  of  two  houses  in  Miller  repainted.  The  Bloomfield  schools, 
through  lectures  and  entertainments,  raised  a  fund  to  establish  a 
library. 

Much  more  interest  should  be  manifested  in  regard  to  apparatus, 
charts,  maps,  etc.  In  this  many  teachers  are  greatly  to  blame  for 
not  making  good  use  of  the  little  they  have.  I  notice  in  many  dis- 
tricts a  lack  of  blackboard  surface  and  as  no  other  apparatus  is  so 
essential  to  successful  teaching,  it  demands  the  attention  of  directors. 

Free  text  books  have  added  greatly  to  the  efficiency  of  our  schools. 
The  want  of  proper  books  has,  in  many  instances,  been  a  serious  draw- 
back not  only  to  the  pupil  but  also  to  the  teacher.     With  suitable 
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books  within  the  reach  of  all,  the  teachers  are  enabled  to  classify 
readily  and  to  make  promotions  whenever  the  interests  of  the  pupils 
require. 

At  the  opening  of  the  term  a  course  of  study  was  arranged  for  the 
schools  of  Jackson  township.  During  my  visits  I  noticed  that  the 
teachers  were  doing  much  more  satisfactory  work  than  those  in  ad- 
joining districts.  To  any  one  acquainted  with  the  usual  haphazard 
methods  pursued  in  our  country  schools,  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  some  such  system  of  grading  is  apparent.  The  high  schools 
have  a  course  of  study  and  anyone  satisfactorily  completing  the  course 
is  granted  a  diploma.  The  commencement  exercises  attract  much 
attention  and  are  looked  forward  to  with  interest.  Classes  were 
graduated  this  year  at  Mai^sville  and  Duncannon. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  New  Bloomfield  and  was  a  decided 
success  both  in  attendance  and  interest.  The  instructors  were  Dr. 
G.  M.  Philips,  Dr.  G.  W.  Hull,  Miss  Anna  Buckbee,  Profs.  Ceo.  B. 
Hynson,  W.  W.  Deatrick,  C.  J.  Swift,  Henry  Busse  and  G.  W.  Wagen- 
seller.  The  evening  entertainments  were  lectures  by  Dr.  E.  D.  War- 
field,  Pres.  Lafayette  College,  Dr.  L.  I.  Handj',  Hon.  R  G.  Horr  and  a 
concert  by  the  New  York  Ideal  Concert  Company.  Many  papers  and 
discussions  were  prepared  by  teachers  and  a  good  display  of  pupils' 
work  was  made  by  a  number  of  schools.  More  than  the  usual  number 
of  directors  were  present  and  took  part  in  the  program  on  directors' 
day. 

The  greater  number  of  teachers  are  competent,  earnest  and  consci- 
entious in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  yet  there  are  some  who  have 
not  awakened  to  the  fact  that  education  is  something  more  than  a 
matter  of  routine. 

The  salaries  offered  to  teachers  in  many  schools  are  entirely  dis- 
proportionate to  the  amount  and  kind  of  work  which  should  be  re- 
quired in  return. 

I  am  convinced,  that  with  more  thorough  preparation,  energy  and 
enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  teachers,  increased  compensation  and  a 
public  sentiment  asking  for  something  more  than  a  perfunctory  per- 
formance of  teaching  work,  much  can  be  done  to  increase  the  value 
of  the  public  schools  in  the  country. 
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PIKE  COUNTY— George  Sawyer. 

In  submitting  this,  my  annual  report,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  say 
that  the  year  just  closed  has  been,  in  many  respects,  a  most  prosper- 
ous one  for  the  schools  of  Pike  county. 

Not  only  has  there  been  noticeable  progress  throughout  the  county, 
but  an  impetus  has  been  given  to  this  general  progress,  which,  if  con- 
tinued, will  result  in  better  organized  schools,  and  a  more  united  effort 
to  make  the  education  of  the  children  a  leading  duty  worthy  of  the 
time  and  labor  of  parents,  directors  and  teachers. 

Directors,  as  a  class,  have  been  active  and  interested  in  the  cause 
of  education,  and  deserve  much  credit  for  the  work  which  has  been 
done  to  aid  in  the  advancement  of  the  schools. 

All  the  districts  have  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  "Text 
Book  Law"  in  furnishing  the  necessary  books  and  supplies  to  be  used 
by  the  pupils. 

The  result  is  a  better  classification  of  pupils,  more  regular  attend- 
ance, and  an  increased  interest  in  school  work  throughout  the 
county. 

The  directors  of  Delaware  township  have  remodeled  the  Dingman 
Academy  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  both  attractive  and  a  credit  to  the 
district 

The  building  has  been  finished  on  the  inteiior  with  a  good  hard 
wall,  Georgia  pine  wainscoting  and  ceiling,  and  is  furnished  with  im- 
proved patent  desks. 

Improvements  in  school  houses  have  been  made  in  other  districts, 
but  much  still  remains  to  be  done  in  that  line. 

Some  of  the  older  school  houses  of  the  county  should  be  either  re- 
paired to  quite  an  extent,  or  torn  down  and  replaced  by  new  ones,  and 
made  attractive  or  inviting  to  the  pupils. 

Children  who  are  surrounded  by  the  beautiful  works  of  nature  upon 
every  hand,  and  who  have  had  pleasant  homes  and  surroundings  for 
the  first  six  years  of  their  existence,  can  scarcely  form  any  desire  to 
attend  school  in  an  old  dilapidated  building. 

Our  teachere  are  generally  enterprising  and  progressive,  as  shown 
by  their  work  in  the  school  room. 

A  number  of  them  have  been  in  attendance  at  the  Normal  school 
since  their  respective  terms  closed,  and  are  making  preparation  for 
better  work  in  the  future. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  their  efforts  will  be  rewarded  by  an  in- 
creased salary  in  the  fall. 

Owing  to  the  early  dates  of  examinations,  I  was  obliged  to  give  a 
number  of  special  examinations  during  the  year. 
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Mnety-four  applicants  were  examined  during  the  year,  eight  of 
whom  were  rejected. 

Examinations  for  the  ensuing  year  will  be  more  searching  than  the 
previous  ones. 

Teachers  should  not  be  content  with  the  same  grade  of  certificate 
from  year  to  year,  but  should  endeavor  to  raise  that  grade  to  keep 
abreast,  or  if  possible,  ahead  of  the  times,  that  they  may  deserve  the 
position  to  which  they  are  appointed  by  directors. 

The  county  institute,  held  at  Milford,  being  well  attended,  proved  a 
source  of  much  value  to  the  teachers. 

Instruction,  outside  of  home  talent,  was  given  by  State  Superintend- 
ent Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaelfer  and  Supt.  W.  P.  Eckels  of  McKean  county, 
both  of  whom  also  gave  an  evening  lecture  to  a  large  and  apprecia- 
tive audience. 

Arbor  Day  was  observed  by  a  number  of  the  schools  throughout  the 
county,  the  general  exercises  consisting  of  planting  trees,  shrubbery, 
etc.,  and  of  recitations,  songs  by  the  pupils,  and  speeches  by  citizens 
and  school  officers  in  relation  to  the  value  of  trees  and  forests. 

It  has  been  my  purpose  to  offer  all  the  encouragement  possible  in 
the  interest  of  education,  and  for  valuable  assistance  rendered  me  in 
the  performance  of  my  duties,  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, directors,  teachers,  and  patrons  of  the  school,  I  offer  my  heart- 
felt thanks. 


POTTER  COUNTY— Anna  Bodler. 

During  my  years  work  I  have  ^dsited  all  but  nine  schools,  which  I 
could  not  reach  in  session  on  account  of  short  terms,  and  many  I  have 
visited  twice.  Many  of  our  school  houses  are  good  and  furnished 
well,  while  in  others  there  is  room  for  improvement.  A  few  schools 
are  crowded,  but  provision  is  being  made  to  accommodate  a  greater 
number  of  pupils  the  coming  year.  New  school  houses  are  being  built 
in  various  districts.  Coudersport  erected  a  particularly  fine  structure 
to  be  used  for  a  primary  school,  and  in  Caleton  a  commodious  building 
with  modem  improvements  is  under  construction. 

The  increased  appropriation  has  in  most  cases  increased  teachers' 
wages.  The  text  book  law  is  a  great  advantage  in  lumbering  dis- 
tricts, where  people  are  constantly  moving,  while  in  other  sections  it 
has  no  advantages  over  the  former  system.  In  districts  where 
schools  were  in  session,  when  the  decision  in  regard  to  the  contin- 
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uous  term  was  rendered,  the  term  was  completed  and  as  long  a  term 
held  during  the  winter  as  the  finances  of  the  district  would  permit, 
and  for  the  future,  provision  has  has  been  made  for  one  term. 

The  great  majority  of  teachers  hold  the  provisional  certificate,  but 
in  most  cases  they  are  planning  to  attain  a  higher  standing  that  they 
may  thereby  work  a  greater  benefit  to  themselves  and  also  benefit 
mankind. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— G.  W.  Weiss. 

Directors'  Association. 

One  hundred  and  six  directors  were  in  attendance  at  the  last  con 
vention  of  directors  of  the  several  school  districts  of  Schuylkill  county, 
held  December  20th,  1893. 

A  very  able  paper  on  "Ethics"  was  read  by  Mr.  K.  A.  Wilder,  of 
Cressona. 

An  interesting  discussion  followed,  in  wLich  the  following  directors 
participated:  D.  A.  Jones,  Esq.,  of  Minersville;  Dr.  Chas.  Quail,  of 
Auburn;  Hon.  John  T.  Shoener,  of  Orwigsburg,  and  Dr.  C.  Lenker, 
of  Schulykill  Haven. 

The  second  paper,  on  "Term  and  Annual  Examinations,"  was  read 
by  Mr.  Daniel  Lewis,  of  Pottsville.  Mr.  Lewis  claimed  that  examina- 
tions were  necessary  to  show  the  standing  of  the  pupils. 

Messrs.  E.  G.  Faust  and  W.  F.  Scheerer,  both  colleagues  of  Mr. 
Lewis,  in  the  Pottsville  board,  sharply  criticised  Mr.  Lewis'  views. 

Dr.  QuaO,  of  Auburn,  stated  that  speaking  as  a  physician,  he  knows 
cases  where  pupils  who  were  among  the  brightest,  failed  through 
physical  causes  brought  about  by  the  dread  of  examinations. 

Dr.  Lenker,  of  Schuylkill  Haven,  sustained  the  views  of  Mr.  Lewis. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Minersville,  also  participated  in  the  debate. 

Deputy  State  Supt.  Houck  was  called  on  to  address  the  convention. 

Supt.  Houck  complimented  the  directors  on  the  large  attendance 
and  then  proceeded  to  discuss  school  matters  in  his  usual  pleasant 
way,  referring  to  some  of  the  laws  lately  enacted  by  the  Legislature, 
notably  the  law  relating  to  the  term  of  office  of  tax  collector;  and  one 
relating  to  removal  from  oflfice  of  boards  of  directors,  the  latter  former- 
ly provided  "That  where  a  board  failed  to  organize,  the  same  could 
upon  petition  of  six  citizens  be  removed  by  the  proper  court,  now  in 
addition  to  the  above,  a  board  can  be  removed  by  the  same  authority 
for  other  causes,  upon  petition  of  ten  citizens." 
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Tlie  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: 
President,  Hon.  John  T.  Shoener,  Orwigsburg. 
Vice-President,  Mr.  Daniel  Lewis,  PottsYille. 
Secretarj',  Mr.  W.  F.  Sclieerer,  Pottsville. 

Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  R  A.  Wilder,  Cressona. 
Dr.  C.  Lenker,  Schuylkill  Haven. 
Mr.  H.  Enterline,  Walker. 
Mr.  Peter  Collins,  Girard\ille. 
Mr.  Ed.  E.  Kaercher,  Tremont. 

The  Directors'  Association  has  been  a  powerful  influence  for  good 
in  the  educational  affairs  of  Schuylkill  county. 

Houses. 

Fourteen  school  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  by  the 
directors  of  the  following  districts:  Barry,  East  Brunswick,  Cass, 
Eldred,  Frack\'ille,  Hubley,  Kline,  McKeansburg,  New  Philadelphia, 
East  Norwegian,  Pine  Grove  township,  Schuylkill  Haven,  Tremont 
township. 

Frack\ille  and  New  Philadelphia  each  erected  a  fine  substantial 
building,  elegantly  equipped  and  neatly  furnished.  The  one  is  the 
exact  counterpart  of  the  other.  Each  building  is  frame,  two-story, 
four- room,  3GxG0  feet  with  annex  10x2G  feet;  ceiling  13  feet.  There 
are  four  school  rooms  24x36  feet,  furnished  with  patent  desks  and 
slate  surface,  four  cloak  rooms,  7x10  feet,  a  directors'  room  10x12  feet, 
a  large  hall  12  feet  wide  on  each  floor  the  entire  length  of  the  build- 
ing, two  entrances  or  vestibules,  each  10x12  feet,  a  porch  at  entrance, 
entire  inside  of  the  building  is  wainscoted. 

Each  buildiug  is  fitted  up  with  first  class  steam  heating  apparatus, 
with  fine,  large  basement  or  cellar.  The  directors  of  FrackviUe  and 
New  Philadelphia  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  fine  buildings. 

Cass  erected  a  fine  one-story  two-room,  frame  building.  Each 
school  room  has  a  dimension  of  25x31  feet.  The  hallway  extending 
the  entire  length  of  the  building  has  a  width  of  18  feet,  ceiling  14 
feet.  The  entire  building  is  wainscoted  and  elegantly  furnished  with 
new  patent  desks,  and  270  sq.  feet  of  slate  surface.  The  building  is 
finely  located,  and  the  porch  in  front  of  it  affords  a  fine  view  of  the 
country  for  many  miles. 

East  Norwegian  directors  also  deserve  credit  for  erecting  a  sub- 
stantial frame  building  32x38  feet,  with  ceiling  13  feet.  The  building 
consists  of  one  large  well-lighted  school  room  with  two  cloak  rooms 
attached  and  a  vestibule.  The  entire  inside  of  the  building  is  wains- 
coted, finely  furnished  with  patent  desks  and  140  sq.  feet  of  slate  sur- 
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face.  The  building  is  heated  by  a  heater  in  the  cellar.  Cost  of  the 
bunding  $1,390. 

Eldred  erected  a  fine  frame  building  26x36  feet,  ceiling  13  feet,  con- 
sisting of  a  main  room,  two  cloak  rooms  and  a  vestibule.  The  inside 
of  the  building  is  wainscoted  and  supplied  with  patent  desks  and 
slate  surface.  The  building  is  erected  on  a  one-fourth  acre  lot.  En- 
tire cost  |T80. 

Hubley  erected  a  frame  building  28x32  feet,  ceiling  12  ft.,  contain- 
ing 8  windows,  wainscoted  inside.  The  building  is  furnished  with 
new  patent  desks  and  127  sq.  feet  of  slate  surface.  It  is  erected  on  a 
one-fourth  acre  lot.  Cost  of  the  building  $607,  cost  of  desks,  $121. 
Hubley  is  now  well  supplied  with  good  school  houses. 

McKeansburg  directors  built  a  two-story  frame  building,  26x38  feet, 
inside  wainscoted,  furnished  with  patent  desks,  cloak  rooms  and 
A'estibules  in  connection  with  each  room.     Fine  cellar  underneath. 

Kline  erected  a  new  frame  building,  wainscoted  inside  and  supplied 
with  slate  surface. 

Barry  rebuilt  and  painted  two  school  houses  and  also  erected  new 
out-buildings  as  the  law  requires. 

East  Brunswick  also  rebuilt  one  of  its  buildings  and  wainscoted 
and  furnished  three  school  houses  with  slate  surface. 

Pine  Grove  township  erected  a  fine  building  26x40  feet,  ceiling  13 
feet,  with  a  spacious  main  room,  two  cloak  rooms,  4x9  feet  each,  and  a 
A'estibule.  A  porch  adorns  the  front  of  the  building.  The  entire  in- 
side of  the  building  is  wainscoted  and  furnished  with  patent  desks, 
and  140  sq.  feet  of  slate  surface. 

Schuylkill  Haven  directors  erected  a  two-room,  two-story  brick  ad- 
dition to  their  main  building,  finely  furnished  with  patent  desks,  and 
plenty  of  slate  surface. 

Tremont  township  directors  rebuilt  one  of  their  school  buildings, 
wainscoted  and  furnished  it  with  patent  desks  and  slate  surface. 

The  directors  of  the  various  districts  have  done  well  in  the  erection 
of  their  buildings. 

Cressona  painted  the  inside  of  the  buildings  and  papered  the  high 
school  room. 

Palo  Alto  painted  the  high  school-room. 

Pine  Grove  borough  painted  the  inside  of  the  buildings. 

Por-ter  repainted  some  of  the  school  buildings. 

Tower  City  papered  the  high  school  room. 

Washington  placed  new  flooring  and  a  new  roof  on  one  building. 

Thirty-five  school  rooms  have  been  furnished  with  improved  patent 
desks,  in  the  following  districts : 

Barry,  two;  Cass,  two;  Cressona,  one;  Eldred,  one;  Frackville,  three; 
Hegins,  one;  Hubley,  one;  Kline,  one;  McKeansburg,  two;  New  Phila- 
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delphia,  three;  East  Norwegian,  one;  West  Penn,  fourteen;  Schuyl- 
kill Haven,  one;  Tower  City,  one;  Tremont  township,  one. 

Apparatus. 

Increase  in  apparatus  was  made  in  the  following  districts: 

Blythe  purchased  seven  language  charts,  and  seven  sets  of  outline 
maps. 

East  Brunswick  furnished  three  rooms  with  slate  surface. 

West  Brunswick  supplied  a  new  dictionary  and  stand  and  a  new 
book  case. 

Branch  purchased  four  Appleton's  charts,  and  furnished  three 
rooms  with  slate  surface. 

Cass  furnished  two  rooms  with  slate  surface,  purchased  nine  ana- 
tomical aids  and  nine  geographical  studies. 

Church  supplied  its  school  with  outline  maps,  Webster's  unabridged 
dictionary  and  a  book  case  for  text  books. 

Cressona  purchased  three  language  charts,  one  set  of  international 
encyclopedia  and  two  Webster's  unabridged  dictionaries. 

Eldred  furnished  one  room  with  slate  surface. 

Foster  added  two  Yaggy's  geographical  study. 

Frackville  supplied  three  language  charts  and  four  rooms  with 
slate  surface. 

Gilberton  purchased  ten  language  charts. 

Girardville  added  two  Appleton's  atlas,  tw^o  music  charts  and  four 
language  charts. 

Cordon,  one  anatomical  aid. 

Hegins,  one  set  of  outline  maps  and  one  physiology  chart. 

Hubley  furnished  one  room  with  slate  surface. 

Kline  supplied  one  room  with  slate  surface  and  one  set  of  outline 
maps. 

West  Mahanoy  purchased  nine  language  charts,  and  five  geographi- 
cal studies. 

North  Manheim  supplied  two  rooms  with  slate  surface. 

Middleport  added  one  anatomical  aid. 

Minersville  supplied  one  room  with  slate  surface. 

New  Castle  purchased  seven  language  charts,  and  seven  geographi- 
cal studies 

New  Philadelphia  furnished  four  rooms  with  slate  surface,  two 
globes,  and  two  Webster's  unabridged  dictionaries. 

East  Norwegian  supplied  one  room  with  slate  surface,  and  bought 
four  geographical  studies. 

Palo  Alto  purchased  three  language  charts. 

Pine  Crove  boirough  supplied  one  set  international  encyclopedia- 
Pine  Grove  township  furnished  one  room  with  slate  surface. 
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Port  Carbon,  one  set  relief  outline  maps,  new  book  cases,  seven 
thermometers,  slate  pencil  sharpeners  and  two  language  charts. 

Rahn  purchased  three  sets  outline  maps. 

St.  Clair  purchased  four  number  tables,  and  six  language  charts. 

Schuylldll  Haven  purchased  one  set  relief  maps,  three  language 
charts,  four  Appleton's  reading  charts  and  furnished  one  room  with 
slate  surface. 

South  supplied  the  school  with  slate  surface. 

Tower  City  purchased  four  language  charts,  two  numeral  frame« 
and  one  new  book  case. 

Tremont  purchased  four  language  charts,  and  two  sets  Appleton's 
charts. 

Tremont  township  supplied  three  sets  international  encjclo]>edia 
and  one  typewriter. 

East  Union  purchased  two  sets  outline  maps  and  one  complete 
chart. 

Wayne  supplied  three  rooms  with  slate  surface. 

Increase  of  Salaries. 

The  following  districts  increased  the  salaries  of  all  their  teachers: 
Middle  Brunswick,  South  Brunswick,  Cass,  Church,  Cressona,  Delano, 
Xew  Philadelphia,  Kew  Einggold,  Palo  Alto,  Rahn,  Ryan,  Schuylkill 
township,  South,  Tremont  borough.  Tunnel  and  Union. 

These  districts  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  increase. 

The  following  districts  desen-e  credit  for  an  increase  of  salary  of 
some  of  their  teachers: 

Barry  increased  the  salaries  of  the  female  teachers;  Bninch,  the 
salar\'  of  one  female  teacher;  Butler,  of  female  teachere;  Foster,  of 
female  teachers;  Gilberton,  of  two  male  teachers;  Hegins,  of  two  male 
teachers;  Hubley,  of  one  male  teacher;  West  Mahanoy,  of  female 
teachers;  East  Norwegian,  of  one  male  teacher;  Orwigsburg,  of  female 
teachers;  West  Penn,  of  three  male  teachers;  Porter,  of  female  teach- 
ers; Reilly,  of  primary'  teachers;  St.  Clair,  of  two  male  teachers; 
Schuylkill  Haven,  of  one  male  and  two  female  teachers;  Tremont 
township,  of  one  male  teacher;  Wayne,  of  six  male  teachere. 

Terms  Lengthened. 

The  following  districts  lengthened  the  school  term : 
West  Brunswick,  Centre,  Landingville,  Stephens,  from  six  to  seven 
months,  and  Blythe  and  Xew  Philadelphia  from  nine  to  ten  months. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  other  directors  will  follow  their  good  examph> 
by  Increasing  the  teachers'  salaries  and  lengthening  the  school  term, 
thus  using  the  extra  State  appropriation  as  the  law  originally  in- 
tended, it  should  be  used.     It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  too  manv  of 
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our  teachers  are  underpaid,  especially  the  lady  teachers,  the  second- 
ary and  primary  teachers,  and  the  ungraded  school  teachers.  Direc- 
tors should  elect  teachers  on  merit;  always  ti*y  to  secure  the  very  best 
talent,  and  then  pay  them  liberal  wages.  Many  of  our  directors  are 
moving  in  the  right  direction. 

Institutes. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  Academy  of 
Music,  Pottsville,  December  18  to  22,  1893.  Of  the  seven  hundred 
and  twenty  teachers  employed  in  the  county,  seven  hundred  and  one 
were  enrolled  and  in  attendance.  During  the  day  sessions  instrue- 
tiou  was  given  by  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaelf er,  State  Supt. ;  Hon.  Henry  Houck, 
Deputy  State  Supt;  Dr.  Geo.  B.  Hancher,  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte,  Dr.  G.  M. 
PhUips,  Dr.  A.  E.  Horne,  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Hull,  Mrs.  H.  E.  Monroe,  Miss 
Carrie  E.  Myers,  Prof.  C.  C.  Boyer,  Prof.  C.  H.  Green. 

Evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Hon.  A.  M.  Hammer  and  Hon. 
W.  H.  J.  Ham,  and  musical  entertainments  by  Miss  Emma  Thursby, 
The  IS^ew  York  Male  Quartet,  and  the  Francz  Wilczek  Concert  Com- 
pany. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  Leib,  in  Eldred,  at  Valley  View,  in 
Hegins;  at  Eingtown,  in  Union  and  at  Orwigsburg.  All  these  meet- 
ings were  largely  attended.  At  each  place  many  people  were  turned 
away  for  want  of  room.  In  spite  of  inclement  weather  and  almost 
impassable  roads,  people  traveled  miles  to  attend  day  and  evening 
sessions.  Most  excellent  work  was  done  by  teachers  and  pupils  of  the 
county  in  the  form  of  sword  drills,  wand  drills,  fan  drills,  doU  drills, 
tambourine  drills,  parasol  drills,  militai'y  drills  and  class  drills,  and 
discussions  on  methods  of  teaching.  We  were  also  ably  assisted  by 
Supt.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  A.  E.  Horne,  Professors  H.  C.  Krebs  and  F.  S. 
Krebs  and  A.  C.  Eothermel. 

Personal  Work. 

1  held  thirty-six  public  examinations,  examined  five  hundred  and 
sixteen  applicants,  rejected  one  hundred  and  fifty-two,  visited  all  the 
schools  of  the  county  but  one,  and  many  of  them  twice.  The  whole 
number  of  visits  amounted  to  six  hundred  and  sixty-three.  Held 
county  institute  and  four  local  institutes,  wrote  hundreds  of  letters 
and  traveled  thousands  of  miles. 

Conclusion. 

*  With  many  thanks  to  directors,  teachers,  the  public  press  of  the 
county,  and  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  numberless 
courtesies,  hearty  co-operation,  interest  manifested  in  popular  educa- 
tion, information  given  and  assistance  rendered,  I  respectfully  submit 
my  report. 
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SNYDER  COUNTY— F.  C.  Bowersox. 

The  past  school  year  has  been  preeminently  successful.  Along 
all  the  lines  of  school  work,  notable  improvements  and  progi'ess  have 
been  made.  It  is  frequently  difficult  to  measure  the  full  value  of  an 
extraordinar}'  action.  The  impressions  received,  the  good  done,  can 
not  be  definitely  calculated  at  all  times.  And  especially  do  we  feel 
that  harvest  time  for  some  of  our  efforts  has  not  yet  come. 

However,  we  live  in  hope,  believing  that  with  the  aid  of  faithful, 
consecrated  teachers  and  earnest,  zealous  directors  we  shall  before 
long  be  the  happier  witnesses  of  the  ultimate  triumph  of  those  efforts. 

Our  chief  aim  has  been  to  load  the  teacher,  and  through  him  the 
child,  from  the  narrow,  biased  confines  of  the  text,  to  the  broader, 
better  habit  of  independence  and  original  research ;  to  make  men  and 
women  out  of  our  children,  not  bookworms;  to  compel  them  to  think 
and  act — not  to  permit  author's  to  do  that  service  for  them.  In  short, 
to  so  educate  them,  that  they  will  be  able  to  cope  with  future  emer- 
gencies as  intelligent  citizens. 

Normal  School. 

The  four  weeks'  teachers'  Normal  school,  held  in  Middleburgh  during 
the  latter  part  of  July  and  beginning  of  August,  was  a  decided  success 
in  every  respect.  Ninety-five  teachers  and  a  few  prospective  teachers 
responded  to  roll  call.  Prof.  C.  W.  Hermann  and  Dr.  A.  E.  Gobble, 
Pres.  of  C.  P.  C.  College,  by  lectures  and  regular  instruction,  ably  as- 
sisted us  in  conducting  the  school  and  infusing  that  life  and  enthus- 
iasm into  each  teacher  as  was  demonstrated  by  their  success. 

Free  Text  Books. 

No  greater  blessing,  in  my  opinion,  could  have  been  bestowed  upon 
the  children  of  Snyder  county  than  the  law  that  gave  them  free 
books.  Nearly  all  the  schools  in  the  township  have  materially  in- 
creased in  enrolment,  while  the  daily  attendance  from  data  secured 
through  my  visitations  has  increased  nearly  30  per  cent — all  of  which 
is  justly  attributed  to  the  efficacy  of  free  books. 

In  all  the  districts  the  text  books  are  free,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
each  pupil  is  not  only  furnished  with  the  boolcs  required  in  the  sev- 
eral branches  taught,  but  in  nearly  all  districts,  excellent  stationery, 
slates,  and  school  supplies  in  general,  are  ger^^rously  provided. 
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School  Buildings. 

Adams  township  erected  during  the  year  a  good,  substantial,  brick 
house.  It  is  built  in  accordance  with  the  best  sanitary  regulations, 
provided  with  a  neat,  serviceable  slate  blackboard,  patent  desks  and 
library  cases.  A  number  of  houses  have  been  elegantly  re-furnished 
during  the  year,  so  that  now  but  five  houses  in  the  county  contain  the 
lumbering,  rackety  wooden  desk. 

Many  school  officers  have  caught  the  spirit  of  the  law  regarding 
the  construction  of  proper  out-buildings.  During  the  year  in  most 
districts  the  out-houses  were  repaired,  new  ones  built  and  the  division 
for  the  sexes  made  as  required.  However,  there  are  still  some  out 
houses  that  are  a  disgrace  to  the  community  in  which  they  exist.  It 
is  to  be  earnestly  hoped  for  the  preservation  of  health  and  the  dissem- 
ination of  ^irtue  and  moralit}^,  that  these  houses  be  speedily  replaced 
by  new  buildings. 

Institutes. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  in  Middleburgh  during  the  first  wev..i 
in  December,  and  I  am  glad  to  report  that  teachers,  directors  and 
citizens  with  one  accord  pronounced  it  a  happy  success.  With  Hon. 
N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  H.  N.  Conser,  Dr.  G.  M.  Phillips,  Prof.  Catteral, 
Supts.  Johnson  and  McGinnis,  Eev.  Morehead,  John  R.  Clarke,  and 
Gen.  D.  H.  Hastings  as  instructors  and  lecturers,  no  institute  could 
be  anything  else  than  interesting  and  profitable. 

Local  institutes  were  held  throughout  the  county. 

These  meetings  are  growing  in  favor  and  interest  each  year.  Large 
interested  audiences  greeted  us  at  each  assembly,  and  so  emphatic 
have  the  people  become  for  more  work  along  this  line,  that  in  a 
number  of  districts  directors  have  incorporated  in  the  agreements  a 
clause  that  the  teachers  of  their  districts  must  attend  a  certain  fixed 
number  of  local  institutes  to  be  held  in  said  districts. 

Salary. 

A  slight  advance  in  wages  was  paid  in  most  districts,  but  in  a  great 
many  districts  the  salary  is  still  too  low  to  induce  teachers  to  make 
special  preparation  for  their  work.  Our  greatest  misfortune  is  the 
loss  of  many  of  our  best  teachers  every  year,  through  inducements 
offered  by  neighboring  counties,  in  the  way  of  higher  salary.  And 
until  that  bright  day,  when  our  school  officers  shall  feel  the  need  of 
retaining  those  who  do  the  best  work,  much  of  our  teaching  wUl  as- 
suredly be  unskillful  and  unsatisfactory. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  say,  that  while  this  year  has  been  prolific 
in  good,  we  have  yet  many  educational  needs.  In  many  districts* 
there  is  a  crying  need  for  more  scientific  apparatus,  more  school 
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libraries  and  a  better  arranged  course  of  study.     Shall  these  wants 
be  satisfied? 

With  the  cordial  co-operation  of  teachers  and  directors,  and  with 
the  assurance  of  continued  support  and  ready  assistance  of  all  citi- 
zens, I  shall  endeavor  to  raise  the  schools  of  Snyder  county  above  the 
confronting  difficulties  and  place  them  on  that  proud  eminence — Lhe 
pride  of  her  people. 


SOMERSET  COUNTY      '  M.  Berkey. 

As  a  whole,  the  school  work  of  the  county  has  moved  steadily  for- 
ward during  the  year.  The  increase  in  number  of  schools,  enrolment 
of  pupils,  average  attendance,  teachers'  wages  and  general  expendi- 
tures for  school  purposes,  all  support  the  statement  that  our  schools 
have  sutTered  no  appreciable  check  to  the  substantial  progress  of 
recent  years. 

The  use  of  free  text  books  and  supplies  has  contributed  largely  to 
effective  school  work,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  the  law  is  very  generally 
endorsed  by  our  people  as  wise  and  good.  While  all  the  districts 
provided  the  necessary  text  books,  several  of  the  school  boards  failed 
to  provide  all  the  supplies  contemplated  by  the  law.  Difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  meaning  of  "necessary  supplies"  is  offered  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  the  ix)sition  taken.  It  is  so  plain,  however,  that  school  sup- 
plies include  tablets,  pencils,  copy  books,  pens,  slates,  paper,  etc.,  and 
is  so  understood  now  by  all  directors  in  the  county,  that  in  the  future, 
it  is  believed,  all  supplies  Avill  be  furnished  free. 

The  grading  of  the  schools  has  been  continued  and  strengthened  in 
every  way.  The  good  results  of  graded  country  schools  are  being  rec- 
ognized by  all  who  are  in  touch  with  their  condition,  their  needs,  and 
their  improvement.  Public  support,  as  well  as  the  cordial  and  active 
co-operation  of  the  teachers,  has  brought  our  country  schools  to  the 
front  in  worth  and  work.  Eighty-one  applicants  for  graduation  were 
examined  and  fifty-one  diplomas  were  granted.  The  granting  of 
diplomas  is  made  the  means  of  teaching  helpful  lessons  to  those  who 
obtain  them.  As  certificates  of  scholarship,  they  are  a  recognition 
of  earnest  effort  and  faithful  work,  and  I  believe  in  nearly  every  in- 
vStance  lead  to  continued  study  and  higher  attainments.  Experience 
has  fully  sustained  the  highest  expectation  in  our  efforts  to  bring 
system,  thoroughness  and  unity  into  all  the  school  work  of  the  co^m+y, 
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and  we  will  therefore  continue  the  use  of  the  course  of  study  so  long 
as  it  shall  prove  such  a  helpful  factor  in  the  advancement  of  our 
schools. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  at  Somerset  during  the  week 
of  December  18-22.  All  but  six  of  the  285  teachers  employed  in  the 
county  were  present,  and  all  but  two  of  the  absent  ones  gave  satis- 
factory reasons  for  their  absence.  The  interest  and  work  of  the  in- 
stitute were  fully  up  with  the  standard  of  former  sessions. 

Local  institutes  were  organized  and  maintained  throughout  the 
term  in  nearly  every  district.  All  this  work  was  purely  voluntary  on 
the  part  of  the  teachers,  and  shows  their  progressive  spirit  and  pro- 
fessional zeal. 

The  Directors^  Association  held  a  two-days^  session  at  Somerset  at 
the  time  of  the  county  institute.  This  meeting  was  well  attended 
and  was  full  of  interest,  instruction  and  profit.  But  the  directors 
that  most  need  its  helpful  influences  seldom  attend,  and  it  therefore 
comes  far  short  of  its  possibilities.  Our  directors  have  repeatedly 
asked  for  legal  provision  for  an  annual  county  convention  of  directors., 
and  I  believe  that  if  such  a  convention  were  required  and  sustained, 
as  is  the  teachers'  annual  institute,  it  would  prove  of  equal  value  in 
the  substantial  progress  of  the  schools. 

The  outlook  for  the  future  is  not  so  promising  as  it  might  be.  Near- 
ly all  the  districts  have  liabilities  in  excess  of  resources.  The  general 
depression  in  all  lines  of  business,  and  the  conscious  burden  of  any 
and  all  taxes  to  be  paid  in  cash,  will  require  more  than  ordinary  effort 
to  keep  up  our  pace  of  educational  progi'ess  during  the  year  upon 
which  we  have  just  entered.  But  the  interest  in  education  has  been 
steadily  growing,  and  in  these  "hard  times"  the  true  worth  of  "the 
cunning  hand  and  cultured  brain"  to  sustain  and  help  the  toiler  is 
more  forcibly  taught  than  ever  before.  The  common  schools  must  be 
maintained  not  as  a  necessity  but  as  a  privilege,  because  from  them 
must  come  those  who  will  not  only  win  more  easily  in  the  battle  for 
bread,  but  will  live  as  worthy  citizens  of  a  great  Commonwealth. 
We  still  hope  for  a  prosperous  future  for  the  schools  of  Somerset 
^ountv. 
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SULLWAN  COUNTY— F.  W.  Meylert. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  the  progressive  spirit  that  has  manifested 
itself  in  school  matters  in  our  county  for  several  years  past  still  con- 
tinues. Every  year  shows  that  more  effective  work  is  being  done. 
More  skill  in  teaching  and  managing  is  manifested.  Better  salaries 
are  being  paid  than  ever  before.  A  majority  of  the  districts  have 
added  a  full  month  to  this  year-'s  school  term. 

We  cannot  obsen^e  these  signs  of  improvement  without  feeling  en- 
couraged. But  however  satisfactory  these  indications  of  progress  are, 
we  must  admit  that  many  reforms  must  be  wr-ought  before  our  school)* 
measure  up  to  their  highest  degree  of  usefulness. 

Teachers. 

The  central  figure  in  school  work  is  the  teiicher.  Upon  him  the 
success  of  the  school  almost  entirely  depends.  That  he  must  be  a 
l)erson  of  broad  scholar-ship,  sound  morals  and  great  energy,  and  that 
he  must  possess  skill  in  instructing  and  managing,  all  will  adinit. 
Tliat  teachers  possessing  all  of  these  qualifications  can  not  long  be 
retained  in  schools  where  terms  are  short  and  salaries  low  is  very 
apparent.  And  when  we  consider  that  the  same  degree  of  ability 
necessary  to  teach  a  successful  school  will  command  from  two  to 
five  times  the  salary  in  almost  any  other  line  of  work,  we  sometimes 
wonder  that  the  standard  of  qualification  is  kept  as  high  as  it  is. 

Some  of  our  teachers  have  sought  to  better  prepare  themselves  for 
their  work  by  attendance  at  Normal  schools  or  other  excellent  insti- 
tutions during  the  past  year.  Such  teachers  should  be  recognized 
by  school  boards  when  positions  are  to  be  fUled.  Nearly  all  our 
teachers  are  subscribers  of  one  or  more  of  the  leading  educational 
journals.     Many  of  them  are  earnest  students  of  works  on  pedagogy. 

I  shall  put  forth  every  effort  to  induce  our  younger  teachers  to  sup- 
plement their  course  of  study  at  home  by  a  course  at  the  Normal 
school.  The  only  way  we  can  hope  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  our 
schools  is  to  strengthen  our  teaching  force. 

Institutes. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Du  Shore,  Jan.  1-5,  1894.  The 
instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Supt.  Public  Instruction;  Dr.  S. 
H.  Albro,  Prin.  Mansfield  Normal  school;  Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp,  East 
Stroudsburg,  and  Prof.  J.  A,  Sprenkel,  New  Cumberland,  Pa.    Even- 
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ing  lectures  were  given  by  Dr.  Schaeffer,  Prof,  Kemp,  and  L.  Irving 
Handy,  Newark,  Del. 

Following  the  county  institute,  five  local  institutes  were  held  at 
different  places  in  the  county.  At  these  meetings  lectures  were  given 
by  John  R  Clarke,  Prof.  S.  E.  Sprole  of  the  Mansfield  Normal,  Supt. 
B.  E.  Johnson,  of  Union  county,  and  Hon.  Henry  Houck.  The  local 
institutes  are  of  great  value  to  the  teachers  and  we  trust  that  the  di- 
rectors in  every  district  in  the  county  will  do  all  in  their  power  to 
induce  teachers  to  attend  them. 

For  more  than  thirty  years  it  has  been  the  practice  in  this  couuty 
for  the  Superintendent  to  call  the  teachers  of  the  county  together 
once  each  year  and  organize  a  "Normal  Institute."  Its  sessions 
usually  begin  about  the  middle  of  August  and  last  from  four  to  six 
weeks.  Tuition  is  free.  The  branches  of  study  in  which  teachers 
are  to  be  examined  are  reviewed  and  special  attention  is  given  to 
theory  of  teaching  and  school  management.  Last  summer's  session 
was  held  at  Forksville.  More  than  80  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  were 
present. 

Free  Text  Books  and  Supplies. 

Our  schools  have  experienced  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  new  law. 
The  attendance  has  been  increased  20  per  cent.  Teachers  are  no 
longer  troubled  with  lack  of  uniformity  or  scarcity  of  books.  Parents 
are  more  enthusiastic  over  the  schools. 

In  some  districts  owing  to  the  large  outlay  in  the  purchase  of 
books,  the  tablets,  pencils,  pens,  etc.,  were  not  furnished.  In  a  few 
districts  supplies  were  not  ordered  until  after  the  schools  had  begun. 
The  result  was  that  the  work  of  the  first  month  was  greatly  crippled. 
I  trust  that  by  the  time  the  schools  open  next  fall  every  district  will 
have  an  ample  supply,  not  only  of  books,  but  also  of  tablets,  pencils, 
etc.,  as  the  law  requires. 

Out-houses. 

My  visits  to  the  schools  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  new  law  relating 
to  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  out-houses  was  not  being  com- 
plied with  in  many  districts.  Believing  that  the  law  was  not  gener- 
ally understood,  I  issued  a  circular  letter  to  tbe  directors  calling  at- 
tention to  the  wretched  condition  of  these  buildings  and  enclosing 
the  circular,  issued  by  the  State  Department,  containing  the  law  and 
decisions  upon  the  subject.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  report  next  year 
that  every  district  in  this  county  has  complied  with  this  wise  law. 

Visitations. 

All  of  the  schools  were  visited;  many  of  them  the  second  time.  In 
most  cases  a  half  riay  was  given  to  each  visit  In  several  districts  I 
was  accompanied  by  members  of  the  school  board. 
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Suggestions. 

1.  School  terms  should  begin  earlier.  Teachers  and  pupils  will  do 
better  work  in  September  and  October  than  in  May  and  June. 

2.  Contracts  for  supplying  stove-wood  should  be  let  in  time  to  se- 
cure an  ample  supply  of  seasoned  wood  and  should  provide  for  a 
proper  amount  of  kindling  wood. 

3.  As  rapidly  as  the  funds  of  the  district  will  admit,  every  room 
should  be  furnished  with  a  sufficient  area  of  natural  slate  black- 
board. 

4.  When  a  new  school  house  is  to  be  built,  let  every  effort  be  made 
to  procure  the  best  information  and  the  latest  plans  on  school  house 
architecture. 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY— U.  B.  Oillet. 

Two  school  buildings  have  been  erected  during  the  year,  and  many 
bave  been  repaired  and  re-seated.  We  still  have  a  few  buildings  unfit 
for  use,  but  the  condition  of  the  school  buildings,  taken  as  a  whole, 
was  never  better. 

Less  than  the  usual  amount  of  money  has  bc^n  spent  for  apparatus. 
Possibly,  however,  this  should  not  be  considered  as  an  evidence  of 
lack  of  judicious  enterprise.  Our  schools  are  not  so  much  in  need  of 
expensive  charts,  as  of  good  blackboards,  erasers,  dictionaries  and 
books  of  reference. 

The  free  text  book  bill,  by  going  into  effect  after  a  levy  had  been 
determined  upon  to  meet  the  estimated  expenses,  for  the  year,  has 
plunged  many  districts  into  debt,  jet  our  school  directors  have  met 
the  new  conditions  with  commendable  prudence,  and  with  but  little 
friction. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  school  directors  should  encourage  the 
patrons  of  our  schools  to  purchase  the  books  required  by  the  children 
they  send,  by  offering  to  sell  school  books  at  cost  prices.  While  it 
is  much  better  to  have  free  books  than  to  have  pupils  depending 
wholly  or  in  part  upon  others ;  yet,  for  many  reasons,  it  is  much  more 
desirable  to  have  the  books  owned  by  those  who  use  them. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  county,  we  are  having  no 
summer  schools.  The  schools  will  now  begin  either  in  August  or 
September  and  continue  to  the  end  of  the  term  without  change  of 
teachers  or  disjointing  vacations. 
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Our  people  are  accepting  this  radical  change  with  much  less  com- 
plaint than  was  anticipated.  When  we  have  become  accustomed  to 
continuous  terms,  the  advantages  will,  I  believe,  become  so  apparent 
as  to  meet  the  hearty  approval  of  all. 

One  effect  of  this  change  has  been  to  make  a  demand  for  stronger 
teachers.  The  minimum  standard  for  giving  certificates  has  been  ad- 
vanced as  much  as  was  considered  justifiable,  and  I  can  but  believe 
that  the  conditions  are  favorable  for  advancement. 

The  county  institute  was  very  satisfactory.  The  instructors  all 
did  practical  work,  and  but  little  time  was  given  to  mere  entertain- 
ment, or  to  a  discussion  of  metaphysical  theories  that  leave  no  traces 
ever  to  be  found  in  the  school  room.  The  day  instructors  were  Supt, 
Schaeffer,  Dr.  S.  H.  Albro,  T.elle  Thomas,  L.  I.  Handy  and  teachers 
of  the  county.  Evening  lectures  by  Anna  Buckbee,  Kev.  Frederick 
Stanley,  L.  I.  Handy  and  John  Temple  Graves.  Prof.  H.  E.  Cogswell 
was  instructor  in  music. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  say  that  I  think  we  have  never  crossed  the 
threshold  of  a  new  school  year  with  stronger  reasonable  hopes  of 
marked  advancement  in  the  efficiency  of  our  schools  than  now. 


TIOGA  COUNTY.— Henry  E.  Kaesly. 

In  June,  1893,  the  total  enrolment  of  pupils  in  the  schools  of  the 
county  was  11,36G;  in  June,  1894,  it  was  12,009.  The  increased  at- 
tendance is  doubtless  one  of  the  good  results  of  the  free  text  book  law. 
Could  we  have,  in  addition  to  this,  a  compulsory  law,  the  number  of 
pupils  between  the  ages  of  six  and  sixteen  out  of  school  would  l^e  re- 
duced to  the  minimum. 

The  provisions  of  the  text  book  law  were  not  fuUy  understood  by 
many  directors  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year,  or  not  until  after 
most  districts  had  made  their  tax  levy.  As  a  result  some  districts  did 
not  furnish  a  sufficient  number  of  boolv^,  whUe  others  could  not  procure 
them  until  several  weeks  after  the  schools  had  opened,  thus  badly 
crippling  or  almost  disorganizing  some  schools.  While  all  districts 
furnished  text  books,  yet  in  some  districts  the  pupils  were  obliged  to 
purchase  their  own  supplies. 

It  is  confidently  hoped  that  the  divided  term,  together  with  its  twin 
sister,  boarding  around,  will  now  be  relegated  to  the  past.  Dr.  Wal- 
ler's ruling  that  the  division  of  the  six  months  intO'  several  terms  la 
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a  violation  of  law,  came  none  too  soon.  Unfortunately  our  school  of- 
ficials did  not  receive  notice  of  the  ruling  until  after  the  school  term 
had  been  determined  upon  and  the  teachers  engaged;  yet,  as  it  was, 
a  number  of  districts  added  a  month  to  the  winter  term,  so  that  all 
but  seven  had  a  continuous  term  of  six  months  or  more. 

In  the  face  of  many  discouragements,  our  teachers,  as  a  class,  are 
gradually  improving  in  scholarship  and  teaching  ability.  During 
the  year  just  closed  116  were  normal  graduates,  and  of  the  remaining 
2.57,  many  had  made  special  preparation  for  their  work  in  the  school 
room.  In  accordance  with  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  session  of 
the  county  institute,  a  teachere'  reading  circle  was  organized,  which 
now  numbers  over  one  hundred  members.  The  books  adopted  for  the 
first  year's  reading  comprised  Painter'si  "History  of  Education," 
Baldwin's  "Elementary  Psychology,"  Howland's  "Practical  Hints  for 
Teachers,"  and  Hale's  "Lights  of  Two  Centuries.  The  subjects  em- 
braced in  these  works  have  been  read  and  discussed  by  many  of  the 
teachers,  and  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  County  Teachers'  Association, 
the  entire  programme  of  exercises  was  based  upon  these  books. 

The  divisions  of  the  county  into  fifteen  lociil  institute  districts, 
and  the  api)ointment  of  a  conductor  for  each  district  was  a  note- 
worthy featui-e  of  the  year's  work.  Meetings  were  held  in  nearly  all 
of  them,  and  with  few  exceptions  were  well  attended.  The  Teachers' 
Association,  also,  held  three  interesting  meetings  during  the  year. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  at  Wellsboro  during  the 
week  beginning  November  13.  Tlie  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C 
Schaeffer,  Justice  H.  W.  Williams,  Dr.  L.  li.  Sperry,  Superintendent 
J.  S.  Walton,  I'rofs.  W.  R.  Longstrc^t,  M.  F.  Cass,  A.  F.  Stauffer,  H.  E. 
Cogswell,  J.  P.  Breidenger,  J.  C.  Doane  and  W.  E.  Blair,  and  Mrs.  (x. 
B.  Strait.  The  evening  entertainments  consisted  of  a  concert  by  the 
Schumann  Concert  Company  and  lectures  by  Supeiintendent  Walton, 
Dr.  Sperry  and  W^ill  Carleton.  Printed  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  institute  were  distributed  among  the  teachers  and 
directore  of  the  county,  as  was  done  last  year. 

To  all  who  have  contributed  to  the  advancement  of  the  educational 
interests  of  the  county,  to  the  teachers  and  directors  for  their  kind- 
ness and  co-operation,  and  to  the  Department  for  assistance  rendered, 
my  sincere  thanks  are  hereby  tendered. 
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UNION  COUNTY— B.  R.  Johnson. 

The  course  of  study  for  country  schools,  to  which  reference  was 
made  in  last  yeai-'s  report,  is  now  in  operation  throughout  the  county. 

Like  all  innovations  or  reforms,  tJie  movement  has  been  subjected 
to  some  criticism,  but  in  the  main,  I  believe  it  has  exceeded  the  !jen- 
eral  expectation  in  adaptability  and  efficiency.  It  is  the  goal  toward 
which  maccy  ambitious  boys  and  girls  are  aspiring.  Already  a  num- 
ber of  pupUs  have  met  the  requirements  of  the  course,  and  received 
their  diplomas. 

As  usual,  the  county  institute  proved  to  be  the  great  educational 
event  of  the  year.  The  attendance  of  teachers,  directors  and  friends 
of  popular  education  was  unusually  large.  The  lectures,  addresses 
and  entertainments,  throughout,  were  helpful  and  inspiring. 

Among  some  of  the  provisions  that  might  be  made  for  the  better- 
ment of  our  schools,  I  would  suggest  that  of  distributing  official 
reports  such  as  bear  on  the  various  industries  of  our  State.  To  say 
the  least,  I  think  the  Legislature  could  not  do  a  better  or  more  ap- 
preciable senice  than  to  arrange  for  a  copy  each  of  the  School  Law 
and  SmuU's  Legislative  Hand-book  to  be  placed  in  every  school  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Many  teachers,  because  of  the  class  distribution  of  these  books, 
and  the  limited  number  printed,  do  not  have  ready  access  to  them, 
and  yet  no  one  needs  such  references  more  than  the  school  teachers 
of  Pennsylvania. 

In  reviewing  and  summing  up  the  results  of  the  year's  work,  T  feel 
like  putting  upon  record  my  allegiance  to  the  worth  and  stability  of 
our  great  and  growing  school  system. 

Let  us  retain  and  cherish  the  belief  that  our  school  houses,  dotting 
ais  they  do  our  hills  and  valleys,  may  ever  continue  to  be  the  great 
beacon  lights  whose  effulgent  rays  shall  dissipate  the  clouds,  and 
steadily,  but  surely,  clear  this  fair  land  of  every  vestige  of  ignorance, 
crime  and  infidelity. 


8-6-04 
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VENANGO  COUNTY— John  F.  Bigler. 

It  is  with  some  mlsgiving-s,  jet  with  a  certain  degree  of  satisfaction 
in  regard  to  the  work  of  the  past  year,  that  I  submit  my  first  annual 
report. 

The  beginning  of  the  year  had  its  discouraging  features,  the  most 
notable  of  which  was  the  introduction  of  free  text  books.  The  work 
in  almost  every  district  in  the  county  was  retarded  by  the  inability 
to  secure  the  needed  text  books  at  the  proper  time.  Besides  the 
feeling  of  prejudice  on  the  part  of  the  patrons  against  the  "new  order 
of  things"  was  a  great  hindrance.  However,  the  books  were  at  last 
secured  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  all  declared  the  law  and  its  v/ork- 
ings  a  great  success. 

Institutes. 

We  have  three  kinds  of  institutes  in  our  county,  namely:  County, 
•local  and  monthly. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  at  00  City,  Pa.,  during  the  week  of 
Dec.  26-30.  With  such  able  instructors  as  Dr.  Winship,  Prof.  De 
Mott,  Deputy  State  Supt.  Houck,  Prof.  March,  Dr.  Ketler  and  Miss 
Buckbee,  along  with  our  local  talent  and  the  unanimous  support  of 
the  good  people  of  Oil  City,  we  could  have  no  other  than  a  first  class 
institute. 

And  if  we  are  to  judge  from  the  opinion  of  our  oldest  and  best 
teachers,  besides  the  results  obsein-ed  in  the  schools,  we  can  safely  call 
the  institute  of  '93  the  best  ever  held  in  Venango  county. 

A  permanent  organisation  of  the  directors  was  effected  at  our 
county  institute  with  a  view  to  meet  at  stated  times  in  order  to  disr 
cuss  questions  relative  to  school  work  and  plan  for  the  improvement 
of  our  schools. 

Our  local  institutes  were,  largely  attended  by  educators,  teachers 
and  patrons.  Fourteen  were  held  in  the  county  during  the  year,  and 
much  good  was  accomplished.  The  practical  thoughts  and  ideas  re- 
ceived from  the  county  institute  were  made  prominent  and  much 
benefit  derived.  The  monthly  institute  was  held  by  three  townships 
throughout  the  year.  Each  township  reports  very  favorably.  We  ex- 
pect to  have  other  townships  follow  the  good  example  the  coming 
year. 

Houses. 

During  the  last  year  Pine  Grove  and  Irwin  each  built  one  commo- 
dious frame  building.     Sugar  Creek  built  two  houses  with  an  ap- 


No.  6.]  Wareen  County.  115 

proved  plan  of  ventilation,  and  is  erecting  a  house  of  two  rooms 
at  the  present  in  the  Fee  district.  Richland  has  in  process  of  erection 
two  new  rooms. 

Grading  and  Course  of  Study. 

Four  townships,  comprising  forty  schools,  adopted  a  graded  coiiree 
of  study  last  year.  And  judging  from  the  working  of  the  course,  we 
are  inclined  to  think  it  a  great  help  in  the  work.  An  effort  will  be 
made,  the  coming  year,  to  grade  every  school  in  the  county. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say  the  prospects  for  more  efiScient  schools 
in  Venango  county  for  the  coming  year  are  very  bright,  and  I  wish 
to  thank  all  those  who  have  in  any  way  assisted  in  making  the  work 
pleasant  and  profitable,  and  I  bespeak  the  support  of  all  friends  of 
education  for  the  work  in  the  coming  year. 


WARREN  COUNTY— H.  M.  Putnam. 

The  school  text  book  law  has  been  generally  accepted  as  a  benefit 
to  the  school  and  its  provisions  have  been  complied  with  in  most  in- 
stances. A  few  boards  have  been  a  little  slow  in  furnishing  supplies 
but  all  have  furnished  books.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  law  was  not 
generally  known  until  after  the  levying  of  the  tax  last  June,  many 
districts  had  to  buy  on  credit  or  borrow  money. 

The  books  have  been  well  cared  for  in  every  instance  and  many  of 
the  boards  have  placed  book  cases  in  their  school  buildings. 

The  teachers'  meetings  of  the  year  have  been  well  attended  and 
have  proven  their  value  as  an  educational  stimulus  in  each  locality. 
Besides  the  county  institute,  we  have  held  eighteen  local  meetings  of 
which  I  attended  seventeen. 

An  effort  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  secure  better  work  in 
teaching  spelling.  I  have  found  from  examinations  and  in  other 
ways  that  the  subject  has  been  neglected  and  have  urged  teachers 
and  pupOs  to  do  better  work  in  this  branch. 

A  circular  letter  in  regard  to  school  out-houses  was  prepared  and 
mailed  to  each  director  in  the  county.  It  caUed  attention  to  the  law 
and  urged  that  steps  be  taken  to  comply  with  its  provisiona  During 
the  coming  year  a  careful  report  wUl  be  prepared  in  regard  to  the 
matter  so  that  all  may  know  the  condition  of  things  in  each  district. 

The  decision  in  regard  to  the  continuous  term  hais  been  respected 
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in  most  districts  and  all  will  have  a  continuous  tenn  next  year.  The 
valuable  effect  of  such  a  decision  can  be  seen  already  in  some  disti'icts. 

From  the  experience  with  the  new  laws  and  decisions  of  the  year, 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  wise  for  the  department  to  send  copies 
of  all  new'  laws  or  decisions  to  each  menber  of  the  various  school 
boards  of  the  State.  As  it  is,  many  are  not  posted  and  cannot  act  In- 
telligently. 

The  State  should  prepare  and  furnish  to  the  school  boards  a  suitable 
book  for  the  record  of  the  free  text  books,  as  it  does  now  the  teachers' 
register.  I  find  that  many  districts  have  no  such  record,  while  the 
books  in  use  are  not  uniform. 

The  Indian  school  at  Corn  planter  reservation  was  in  session  eight 
months,  with  Mrs.  Alice  Kinney  and  Miss  Hattie  Slay  ton  as  teachers. 
We  were  fortunate  in  securing  excellent  teachers  this  year.  It  is 
generally  difficult  to  get  such  teachers  as  would  be  best  from  the  fact 
that  it  is  difficult  to  secure  a  boarding  place  within  a  suitable  dis- 
tance. The  whole  number  in  attendance  during  the  term  was  28. 
Percentage  of  attendance  94.     The  be.st  record  in  several  years. 

Arbor  day  was  observed  in  many  places.  The  teachers  and  pupils 
of  the  Warren  schools  were  especially  interested  in  the  work.  AU 
helped  and  as  a  result  nearly  a  thousand  trees  and  shrubs  were  set 
out. 

The  graduation  examination  was  held  April  29,  and  a  large  number 
entered  the  class.  From  all  that  I  can  learn  in  regard  to  the  course 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  prove  a  help.  Pupils  are  staying  in 
school  better  and  the  percentage  of  attendance  has  improved  most 
in  those  districts  that  have  talcen  the  most  interest.  While  a  "gradu- 
ation" is  open  to  the  objection  that  pupils  are  liable  to  ftel  that  they 
haA'e  completed  their  education  when  they  receive  a  diploma,  I  am 
still  of  the  opinion  that  the  encouragement  from  such  a  paper  as  we 
issue  is  of  enough  value  to  offset  any  such  objection.  I  am  watching 
our  experiment  with  interest  and  hope  to  demonstrate  whether  or 
not  it  is  a  good  plan  by  giving  it  a  fair  test. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  received  from  the  De- 
partment at  Harrisburg  and  the  people  of  this  county  during  the  year. 
The  patrons,  the  directors,  the  teachers  and  the  press  have  done  much 
to  aid  in  making  the  schools  of  Warren  county  better.  That  all  may 
work  to  secure  good  results  during  the  coming  year  is  my  earnest 
hope. 
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WASHENGTON  COUNTY— Byron  E.  Tombaugh. 

\\Tiile  the  schools  of  this  county  did  better  work  during  the  past 
year  then  they  have  ever  done  before,  yet  there  are  many  particulars 
in  which  they  should  be  improved.  The  term  is  gradually  being 
lengthened  and  teachers'  wages  are  slowly  advancing.  It  is  strange 
indeed,  however,  that  we  still  have  some  who  favor  a  shorter  term 
than  seven  months  and  desire  to  employ  a  good  teacher  at  a  salary 
less  than  forty  dollars  per  month.  Until  our  people  acquire  clearer 
ideas  concerning  these  matters,  the  schools  wUl  ever  remain  very 
faulty. 

Owing  to  the  remarkable  industrial  development  and  the  corres- 
pondingly rapid  increase  in  population,  our  county  is  forging  ahead, 
both  in  the  number  of  schools  and  school  districts.  A  half  dozen 
new  boroughs  have  been  incorporated  and  the  number  of  teach- 
ers needed  for  the  coming  year  will  be  about  435. 

Our  teachers,  as  a  class,  are  better  equipped  for.  their  work  than 
they  Avere  ten  years  ago.  Many  of  them  yet,  however,  are  not  really 
qualified  to  train  properly  the  minds  of  ambitious  youth.  A  ma- 
jority of  our  teachers  are  too  young.  Under  the  age  of  twenty-one,  a 
young  person,  generally  speaking,  lacks  the  judgment  requisite  for 
the  successful  management  of  a  public  school.  This  criticism  applies 
with  equal  force  to  Normal  school  graduates  as  well  as  to  the  holders 
of  provisional  certificates.  While  both  must  pass  a  rigid  examin- 
ation, it  is  a  common  occurrence  for  me  to  find  teachers  belonging  to 
both  the  above  classes  failing  in  their  work  on  account  of  their  lack 
of  practical  scholarship. 

If  there  is  one  thing  more  than  any  other  that  I  desire  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  directors,  it  is  that  they  should  employ  experienced 
teachers  of  known  success,  and  keep  the  same  good  teacher  in  the 
same  school  as  long  as  possible. 

The  condition  of  school  out-buildings  is  a  disgrace  to  the  educa- 
tional system  of  our  Commonwealth.  It  is  simply  shocking.  If  the 
cultured  and  sensitive  people  of  our  county  could  see  the  interior  of 
the  average  school  closet,  they  would  revolt  at  the  spectacle  and  be 
tempted  to  keep  their  children,  whom  they  love,  away  from  school, 
in  order  that  they  might  not  come  in  contact  with  such  contaminating 
influences.  The  law  in  this  matter  is  right  and  the  citizens  in  each 
district  should  see  that  it  is  enforced.  On  penalty  of  losing  their 
position,  directors  are  legally  required  to  have  erected  suitable  and 
separate  water  closets  for  the  boys  and  the  girls  and  also'  proA-ide  for 
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the  keeping  of  the  same  clean  and  in  proper  repair.  It  is  as  clearly 
the  directors'  duty  to  hire  a  person  to  clean  these  buildings  every  Sat- 
urday as  it  is  for  them  to  employ  teachers. 

The  free  book  law  works  well,  and  as  a  rule,  good  text  books  have 
been  adopted.  The  books  and  supplies  were  bought  in  too  small 
quantities  in  many  districts,  and  as  a  result  pupils  were  without  nec- 
essary supplies  for  a  larger  part  of  the  term.  This  lesson  has  now 
been  learned  by  experience,  and  a  repetition,  I  trust,  will  be  unneces- 
sary. 

The  late  decision  to  the  effect  that  provisional  certificates  cannot 
be  endorsed  nor  renewed  without  a  re-examination  is  a  proper  one, 
and  should  be  strictly  adhered  to.  This  has  always  been  my  rule, 
and  now  that  it  has  been  legalized  I  can  apply  it  without  excepcion 
and  not  be  censured  for  arbitrariness  nor  Phaiiseeism. 

I  believe  in  frequent  examinations,  and  bewail  the  ease  with  which 
a  mediocre  teacher  may  procure  a  permanent  certificate  or  a  Normal 
school  diploma-  The  test  for  the  securing  of  these  should  be  more 
thorough  and  searching. 

Our  district  institutes  are  becoming  more  popular  and  better  at- 
tended as  the  years  go  by.  By  them  we  get  many  people  interested 
in  the  schools  who  otherwise  would  not  have  a  thought  concerning 
their  success  or  failure. 

The  graduating  system  is  doing  more  than  we  expected.  The  at- 
tendance is  greater,  the  interest  more  marked,  the  work  more  thor- 
ough and  pupils  remain  in  school  a  year  longer  than  formerly.  Be- 
sides all  this,  the  young  graduates  are  encouraged  to  go  on  with  edu- 
cational work.  Many  of  them  are  at  Normal  school,  at  the  seminary 
and  in  college,  and  not  a  few  of  them  are  our  brightest  young  teacher* 
This  past  year  we  graduated  134. 

I  thank  directors,  teachers,  patrons,  pupils,  the  School  Department 
at  Harrisburg  and  the  public  press  for  co-operation  and  needed  assist- 
ance. 


WAYNE  COUNTY— J.  H.  Kennedy. 

Our  schools  show  a  gradual  growth  in  the  character  and  scope  of 
their  work.  Our  teachers  are  nearly  all  earnest  and  enthusiastic 
in  their  efforts  to  do  good  work  and  to  that  end  are  doing  more  read- 
ing along  educational  lines. 
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A  three  years'  reading  course,  comprising  six  books,  was  arranged 
by  a  committee  appointed  at  the  previous  annual  institute,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  teachers  promptly  commenced  the  course.  The 
recent  examinations,  in  consequence,  show  a  marked  advance  in  the 
theory  of  teaching,  while  the  results  of  this  reading  were  plainly  ob- 
sers'able  in  increased  efiScieucy  in  the  school  room. 

The  annual  institute  held  at  Honesdale  in  January  was  a  success  in 
every  respect.  The  instruction  given  was  well  calculated  to  give 
teachers  a  higher  conception  of  their  work.  The  day  instructors 
were  Profs.  Albro,  Albert,  Cass  and  Twitmyer.  Evening  lectures  by 
Wallace  Bruce,  Dr.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Warwick  and  Pix)f.  Twitmyer. 

During  the  institute  it  was  decided  to  take  measures  toward  grad- 
ing the  district  schools  of  the  county,  and  the  superintendent  was 
authorized  to  prepare  a  course  of  study  for  that  purpose.  A  course 
modeled  after  the  course  now  being  used  in  Chester  county  was  pre- 
pared and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  introduced  and  put  into  operation 
during  the  coming  year. 

Four  new  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  two  in  Bucking- 
ham, one  in  Damascus  and  one  in  Lehigh. 

The  school  term  was  dirided  in  only  a  few  districts  and  during  the 
coming  year  all  will  maintain  the  continuous  term. 

Free  text  books  have  already  been  a  great  benefit  to  our  schools 
and  will  be  a  great  help  in  the  work  of  grading  them. 

The  new  law  regarding  school  out-houses  is  a  good  one  and  was 
observed  in  part.     During  the  coming  year  it  will  be  strictly  enforced. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  some  of  the  districts,  while  in  others 
nothing  in  this  line  was  done.     Above  thirty  meetings  were  held. 

Classes  were  graduated  by  the  high  schools  of  Honesdale,  Hawley, 
WajTuart  and  the  Pleasant  Mount  Academy. 

Much  more  attention  has  been  given  to  making  school  rooms  and 
grounds  pleasant  and  attractive  than  ever  before.  Walls  have  been 
painted  or  papered,  pictures  hung,  and  in  many  cases  plants  and 
flowers  have  been  cultivated.  Windows  have  been  supplied  with  cur- 
tains, shades  or  blinds,  and  the  directors  have  given  more  attention 
to  lighting,  heating  and  ventilating. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  uniform 
kindness  received  from  directors,  teachers,  patrons,  the  press  and 
Department  of  Public  Instruction. 
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WESTIVIOKELAND  COimTY— W.  W.  Ulerich. 

We  hereby  submit  our  first  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  West- 
moreland county.  This  being  our  first  report,  we  can  make  no  com- 
parisons of  this  year's  work  with  that  of  former  years.  The  schools 
on  the  whole  were  found  in  good  condition,  and  we  believe  no  retro- 
grade step  has  been  taken;  but  that  real  progress  has  been  made 
along  all  educational  lines. 

In  general  we  found  the  teachers  most  earnest  and  progressive. 
In  a  majority  of  the  schools  visited,  we  found  teaching  of  a  high  order 
being  done,  and,  whatever  of  progress  our  schools  have  made  during 
the  past  year  the  credit  is  mostly  due  to  the  honest  effort  of  the 
skillful,  conscientious  teachers,  aided  by  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
many  pains-taking  directors  in  all  parts  of  the  county. 

1.  Teachers'  Qualifications. 

We  believe  our  teachers  rank  with  the  best  in  the  State.  Many  of 
them  have  liberal  educations  and  thorough  professional  training. 
Othei"S,  while  lacking  in  high  scholarehip,  have  had  large  and  suc- 
cessful experience.  Some,  however,  are  incomi)etent,  both  in  scholar- 
ship and  professional  acquirements. 

In  the  granting  of  certificates,  we  performed  our  duty  as  we  saw  it, 
rejecting  202  applicants  out  of  the  674  presenting  themselves  for  ex- 
amination. 

Nevertheless,  some  have  worked  themselves  into  the  profession 
who  should  not  be  there.  Their  preparation  for  the  work  is  not  what 
it  ought  to  be,  neither  have  they  the  interest  in  their  vocation  that 
should  characterize  a  teacher.  This  state  of  affairs  will  exist,  how- 
ever, until  enough  properly  qualified  teachers  are  found  to  fill  all  tlie 
positions  to  be  filled. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  some  of  our  teachers  are  incompe- 
tent, we  are  glad  to  report  that  this  number  is  growing  smaller  year 
by  year,  and  that  we  have  had  forty- three  teachers  holding  Normal 
diplomas  and  permanent  certificates  this  year,  more  than  in  any  pre- 
"sious  year. 

On  the  whole  our  teachers  are  earnest,  faithful  and  competent  men 
and  women,  to  whom  teaching  is  a  work  of  highest  dignity,  honor  and 
usefulness. 
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2.  Free  Text  Books. 

Among  the  many  laws  passed  by  our  legislators  at  Harrisburg  for 
the  advancement  of  the  educational  interests  of  this  great  Common- 
wealth, none  have  been  productive,  in  our  judgment,  of  so  much  good 
as  the  one  requiring  the  furnishing  of  text  books  and  other  school 
material  free.  Money  has  been  saved  to  the  patrons  of  the  school, 
the  enrolment  of  pupils  has  been  increased  more  than  three  thousand, 
the  per  cent,  of  attendance  has  been  raised,  the  teachers  have  been 
enabled  to  make  a  better  classification  of  pupils  and  many  more 
pupils  are  studying  all  the  common  branches  than  ever  before.  Our 
directors  have  met  the  requirements  of  the  law  in  almost  every  dis- 
trict. 

3.  School  Houses. 

Most  of  our  school  houses  are  in  good  condition.  They  are  sub- 
stantially built,  suitably  furnished  and  properly  cared  for.  Many  of 
them  have  their  walls  beautifully  decorated  with  pictures,  mottoes, 
pupils'  work,  etc.,  etc.,  making  rooms  of  real  attractiveness  and  com- 
foirt.  Thirteen  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  all  of  which 
are  a  credit  to  the  districts  in  which  they  are  situated  and  to  the 
directors  having  them  erected.  Twenty-four  houses  have  been  sup- 
plied during  the  year  with  the  most  improved  furniture,  while  not  a 
few  have  been  repainted  and  otherwise  repaired  and  improved. 

While  the  foregoing  is  true,  still  there  are  districts  in  which  the 
spirit  of  progress  seems  almost  dead.  The  school  houses  are  poor 
and  the  outbuildings  and  surroundings  much  worse.  Yet,  we  are 
hopeful  of  the  future.  There  are  signs  of  improvement,  and  the  coju- 
ing  years,  we  doubt  not,  will  bring  the  realization  of  our  hope. 

4.  Institutes. 

Most  of  the  townships  in  the  county  held  district  institutes  either 
once  or  twice  a  month.  At  these  educational  meetings  the  directors 
met  with  the  teachers  and  took  part  in  many  of  the  discussions. 
Much  profit  to  the  schools  was  the  result.  The  teachers  advanced 
in  methods  of  instruction,  became  better  acquainted  with  each  other, 
the  directors  better  acquainted  with  the  teachers  and  the  patrons 
were  led  to  take  a  more  hearty  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  best 
inte'rests  of  the  schools.  We  are  much  in  favor  of  properly  conducted 
local  institutes. 

Besides  district  institutes,  a  Principals'  Round  Table  was  organized, 
whose  special  aim  was  the  improvement  of  the  graded  schools.  This 
organization  held  a  number  of  private  and  public  meetings,  from 
which  we  believe  much  good  accrued. 

The  annual  county  institute,  said  the  press  and  competent  critics. 
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was  fully  up  to  the  high  standard  of  previous  years.  Our  day  instruc- 
tors were  of  the  highest  order  and  included  such  men  as  Dr.  Arnold 
Tompkins,  Terre  Haute,  Ind.;  D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  Indiana,  Pa.;  W.  H. 
Mace,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.;  S.  C.  Schmucker,  Indiana,  Pa.;  Byron 
W.  King,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  Jno.  B.  De  Motte,  Cambridge,  Mass.;  Hon. 
Jno.  Q.  Stewart,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Profs.  C.  C.  Case,  Cleveland,  O.; 
E.  L.  Kemp,  East  Stroudsburg,  Pa.;  D.  C.  Murphy,  Slippery  Rock, 
Pa.  Our  soloists  were  Miss  Bessie  Craig,  of  New  Alexandria,  Pa., 
and  Mrs.  Amelia  Fee  Donavan,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.  The  evening  lectur- 
ers were  Hon.  Jno.  J.  Ingalls,  Major  Henry  C.  Dane,  Jno.  B.  De  Motte, 
Ph.  D.,  and  Frank  Lincoln,  aU  of  whom  gave  eminent  satisfac.+iAn 

5.  Directors'  Association. 

Our  directors  met  during  the  county  institute  and  effected  the  llrst 
Directors'  Association  ever  organized  in  the  county.  The  attendance 
was  quite  large,  almost  every  district  in  the  county  being  represented. 
The  organization  was  completed  by  electing  Jas.  S.  Moorhead,  Esq., 
of  Greensburg,  Pi^esident,  and  Rev.  Geo.  D,  Crissman,  Alverton,  and 
Dr.  L.  H.  Leitzel,  Scottdale,  Pa.,  as  Secretaries.  Many  questions  of 
importance  were  discussed  with  much  profit  to  all  concerned.  At 
the  adjournment  of  the  association  the  president  and  secretaries  were 
instructed  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Superintendent  in  preparing 
a  program  for  next  year's  meeting. 

6.  Superintendent's  Work. 

We  examined  sixty-one  annual  district  reports,  signed  and  for- 
warded them  to  the  School  Dt^partment,  held  twenty -two  public  and 
three  special  examinations,  examined  six  hundred  and  seventy-four 
applicants,  held  the  county  institute,  and  attended  fourteen  other 
educational  meetings,  A-isited  four  hundred  ninet3'-eight  schools,  sent 
out  more  than  three  thousand  ofilcial  documents,  traveled  more  tlian 
four  thousand  miles  performing  ofiBcial  duty  and  did  much  minor 
oflScial  work. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  tender  our  most  sincere  thanks  to  the 
school  directory  for  their  many  acts  of  co-operation  and  kindness,  to 
teachere  who  have  aided  us  much  by  their  wisdom  and  sympathy,  to 
patrons  who  have  received  and  entertained  us  most  cordially,  to  the 
almost  twenty-eight  thousand  pupils  whose  manifestations  of  friend- 
ship we  most  heartily  appreciate,  and  to  the  Department  at  Harris- 
burg from  which  we  haA'e  received  much  encouragement  and  aid. 
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WYOMING  COUNTY— Asa  S.  Keeler. 

During  the  past  year  Tunkhannock  borough  built  a  two-story  build- 
ing for  the  primary  department.  Meshoppen  township  built  a  new 
school  house  near  Bowman's  Corners.  Forkston  township  built  a 
new  school  house  in  Root  HoUow,  and  Lemon  township  added  another 
room  to  the  school  at  Lemon.  Another  grade  was  added  to  the 
Meshhoppen  borough,  Nicholson  borough  and  the  Noxen  schools  in 
Monroe  township,  making  the  total  number  of  schools  in  the  county 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three — an  increase  of  five  schools  during  the 
year. 

The  directors  of  Monroe  township  have  let  the  contract  for  the 
building  of  a  two-stoiy  school  house  at  Beaumont.  Overfield  town- 
ship has  furnished  all  their  school  houses  with  the  improved  furniture. 
A  new  school  house  is  needed  at  Nicholson  borough  and  Noxen  in 
Monroe  township. 

Incompliance  with  the  decision  of  the  School  Department  for  a  con- 
tinuous term  of  school,  our  directors  all  lengthened  their  terms  of 
school  to  six  continuous  months,  making  the  average  number  of 
months  taught  in  this  county  the  past  year  eight  and  three  one  hun- 
dredths months — the  longes^:  term  in  the  history  of  the  county.  The 
free  book  law  and  this  decis-ion  necessitated  a  large  expense  to  our 
school  boards,  and  I  fear  that  the  coming  year  our  boards  will  econo- 
mize by  shortening  the  terms  of  school. 

I  believe  the  decision  requiring  a  continuous  term  oi  school  is  the 
greatest  improvement  our  school  system  has  received  during  the  past 
decade.  I  hope  the  Legislature  the  coming  winter  will  increase  tlve 
minimum  term  of  school  to  eight  continuous  months,  or  one  hundred 
and  sixty  days.  The  children  of  our  State  are  certainly  entitled  to 
the  privilege  of  attending  school  one-half  the  year,  and  eight  months 
school  is  about  one  half  the  year. 

County  Institute. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  court  house 
at  Tunkhannock,  December  18-22.  Our  instructors  were  Dr.  John  H. 
Harris,  Bucknell  University;  Dr.  Selden  J.  Coffin,  Lafayette  College; 
Prof.  F.  M.  Loomis,  Keystone  Academy,  Facto ryville ;  Prof.  Ceo.  P. 
Bible,  East  Stroudsburg  State  Normal  School,  and  Prof.  Charles  H, 
Albert,  Bloomsburg  State  Normal  School. 

Our  lecture  course  consisted  of  Dr.  P.  S.  Henson,  Chicago,  "Fools;" 
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Supt  A,  M.  Hammei's,  Indiana  county,  Pa.,  illustrated,  and  Prof. 
George  E.  Little,  Washington,  D.  C,  Chalk  Talk. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  teachers,  citizens,  editors  and  di- 
rectoi's  for  their  co-operation,  and  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
stniction  for  courtesy. 


YORK  COUXTY— D.  H.  Gardner. 

The  following  report  of  the  Public  Schools  of  York  county  for  the 
year  ending  June  4, 1894,  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Department: 

The  unavoidable  delay  in  supplying  the  schools  \Yith  necessary  text 
books  somewhat  retarded  their  progress  at  the  beginning  of  the  term, 
but  the  results  of  their  worlc  for  the  year  were  very  gratifying. 

Free  Text  Books. 

The  free  text  book  system  supplies  a  want  long  felt  in  our  school 
sj-stem.  The  advantages  it  alfords  tend  towards  an  inci-ease  of  at- 
tendance, facilitates  largely  the  classification  and  grading,  relievijig 
the  teachers  of  many  difficulties  that  were  often  perplexing. 

County  Institute. 

The  county  institute  held  in  York,  Nov.  27  to  Dec.  1,  1893,  was  well 
attended.  Out  of  530  teachers  in  the  county  and  city,  525  were  en- 
rolled. One  of  the  encouraging  featui'es  of  the  institute  was  the  large 
attendance  of  citizens  at  the  day  sessions. 

The  insti'uctors  were  Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Supt.  of  Public  In- 
struction; Dr.  E.  E.  White,  Columbus,  O.;  Dr.  E.  T.  Jeffers,  York;  Dr. 
G.  M.  D.  Eckles,  Shippensburg;  Prof.  F.  H.  Green,  West  Chester;  Supt. 
E.  M.  McNeal,  Steelton;  Prof.  E.  W.  Newton,  Boston;  Prof.  Geo.  E. 
Little,  Washington;  Mrs.  H.  E.  Monroe,  Philadelphia;  Miss  Carrie  E. 
Myers,  Millersville ;  Hon.  J.  Q.  Stewart,  Deputy  State  Supt. 

Evening  Entertainments. — Monday,  George  E.  Little,  Chalk-talk; 
Tuesday,  James  S.  Burdett,  Entertainment;  Wednesday,  C.  E.  Bolton, 
World's  Fair;  Thursday,  James  Beck,  Lecture,  "Ground  Arms;" 
Friday,  Concert,  Fisk  Jubilee  Singers. 

Directors'  Meeting. — On  Wednesday  morning  seventy-three  direct- 
ore  met  and  organized  by  electing  Hon.  Harvey  Haines  president,  and 
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Allen  Seitz  secretary.     The  questions  that  elicited  the  liveliest  disicus- 
sions  were: 

1.  How  and  to  what  extent  can  country  schools  be  graded? 

2.  The  proper  use  and  care  of  free  text  books  and  supplies, 

3.  How  may  we  prevent  the  spread  of  contagious  diseases  in  our 
schools? 

4.  On  motion  of  Dr.  E.  B.  Eberhart,  the  following  resolution  wtis 
unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  be  petitioned  to 
empower  school  boards  to  regulate  the  admission  into  the  public 
schools  of  children  coming  from  the  families  having  contagious  dis- 
eases. 

In  the  afternoon  Deputy  State  Superintendent  Stewart  deliveit'd 
an  excellent  address  to  directors  and  teachers. 

High  Schools. 

The  Hanover  high  school  held  its  first  commencement,  graduating 
a  class  of  nine.  This  e^ent  is  recognized  by  the  progressive  people 
of  that  enterprising  town  as  a  great  stride  forward  in  their  educa- 
tional prxDgress. 

The  high  school  at  WrightsvUle  also  graduated  a  class  of  five,  doing 
credit  to  a  competent  principal  and  faithful  corps  of  teachers. 

Local  Institute. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  eight  different  places  throughout  the 
county.  Nearly  every  teacher  attended  at  least  one  of  these  meetings, 
and  many  of  them  took  part  in  the  discussions. 

At  these  meetings  not  only  methods  are  discussed,  but  class  drilljs 
are  given  which  illustrate  the  actual  work  in  the  school. 

The  local  institute  is  beyond  question  a  most  important  factor  in 
the  advancement  of  the  teachers  and  schools. 

Teachers. 

Of  the  four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  teachers  in  service,  three  hun- 
dred and  three  were  males  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  females; 
twenty-six  held  Normal  school  diplomas;  thirty-two  held  permanent 
certificates;  fifty-nine  held  pix>fessional  certificates;  three  hundred 
and  forty  held  provisional  certificates. 

The  rank  and  file  teachers  of  our  county  ai*e  not  only  intelligent 
and  progressive,  but  thoroughly  devoted  to  the  work  of  teaching. 

Improvements. 

Codorus  built  two  frame  houses.  North  Codorus  erected  one  brick 
house.     Lower  Chanceford  built  a  frame  house.     Hanover  furnished 
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a  vacant  room  in  one  of  the  buildings  with,  patent  desks  and  slate 
blackboards.  Hellam  bought  two  eligible  school  sites  upon  which 
were  built  two  handsome  brick  houses.  Wrighteville  furnished  a 
vacant  room  with  latest  patent  furniture.  Newberry  erected  two 
houses  of  sandstone.  Penn  formed  a  new  district  and  built  a  hand- 
some brick  house.  Windsor  built  a  double  frame  house.  Dover  town- 
ship built  two  fine  brick  houses.  West  Manheim  formed  a  new  dis- 
trict and  erected  a  handsome  brick  house.  York  Haven  erected  a  oue- 
story  brick  building  with  two  commodious  rooms,  properly  lighted, 
well  ventilated  and  furnished  with  improved  patent  furniture  and 
slate  blackboards.  Stewartstown  enlarged  the  callage  school  grounds, 
and  remodelled  the  school  building.  Thfjy  now  have  a  handsome 
two-story  brick  building,  containing  four  rooms,  heated  by  steam, 
well  lighted  and  ventUated  and  furnished  with  improved  furniture 
and  slate  black  boards.  East  Manchester  built  a  new  brick  house. 
All  the  school  houses  built  during  the  year  were  furnished  with  slate 
black  boards  except  four,  and  all  are  supplied  with  patent  desks. 

Besides  the  above  improvements,  quite  a  number  of  houses  were  re- 
paired, and  not  a  few  rooms  were  painted  and  papered. 

The  districts  with  but  few  exceptions  have  furnished  their  school 
houses  with  book  cases  for  the  safe  keeping  of  books  and  supplies. 

The  directors  deserve  great  credit  for  their  promptness  in  obeying 
the  law  requiring  them  to  furnish  free  text  books,  and  for  comijlying 
with  the  law  requiring  them  to  provide  two  water  closets  for  each 
school. 

In  closing  this  report  I  desire  to  say  that  my  sincere  thanks  are  due 
to  my  predecessor.  Prof.  H.  C.  Brenneman,  for  suggestions  given  me 
in  my  official  duties;  to  the  teachers,  directors,  editors  and  citizens 
for  their  co-operation;  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for 
advice  and  assistance. 


Allegheny  High  School. 
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REPORTS 


OF 


City  and  Borough  Superintendents 


ALLEGHENY— John  Morrow. 

Our  scliools  have  had  a  very  prosperous  year.  The  attendance  was 
much  larger  than  ever  before  in  their  history.  This  is  mainly  due  to 
two  causes,  the  absence  of  emplojTuent  for  children,  and  the  free  text 
book  law  which  took  effect  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  new 
law  furnishing  all  children  with  free  books  and  supplies  is  regarded 
here  as  a  great  success.  Every  child  now  ought  to  be  made  go  to 
school,  unless  he  has  an  excellent  reason  for  staying  out.  The  second 
and  eleventh  wards  are  each  erecting  magnificent  school  buildings 
that  will  be  completed  some  time  during  the  present  year. 

Nothing  of  note  has  transpired  to  mar  our  progress  during  the  year 
Our  school  work  took  two  prizes  at  the  Chicago  exposition.  It  is  very 
encouraging,  at  least,  to  know  that  we  are  not  behind  in  efficiency. 


ALLENTOWN— F.  D.  Eaub. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  forward  the  Department  my  first  annual 
report  of  the  schools  of  this  city. 

We  have  not  attempted  to  revolutionize  the  system,  but  our  en- 
deavor has  been  to  acquaint  ourselves  with  the  necessities  and  fnr  ther 
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the  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of  the  schools  under  our  suj)er- 
vision.  Our  work  has  been  a  pleasant  one,  encouraged  by  the  efforts 
of  the  teachers  and  the  co-operation  of  the  directors  in  everythinj^ 
that  we  proposed  to  keep  abreast  of  the  onward  move  in  the  Gdu(^a- 
tional  march.  The  teachers  have  been  regular  in  their  attendance 
at  grade  meetings  and  on  other  occasions  where  we  desired  to  confer 
with  them  about  matters  relating  to  their  work. 

During  the  past  year  we  were  hampered  somewhat  by  want  of 
proper  accommodations  for  pupils  in  some  parts  of  the  city,  but  with 
the  completion  of  the  new  high  school  building  and  the  two  additional 
rooms  in  the  tenth  ward,  all  of  which  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  at 
the  beginning  of  the  next  school  year,  the  difficulty  will  be  removed. 

Whilst  the  attendance  has  been  quite  regular,  yet  in  our  visits  to 
different  parts  of  the  city,  it  grieved  us  to  see  a  goodly  number  of 
children  of  school  age,  spending  their  time  outside  of  the  school  room 
and  neglecting  opportunities  of  acquiring  an  elementary  education, 
which  no  American  child  can  afford. 

Particularly  is  this  condition  unwarrantable,  since  the  expense  to 
parents  of  furnishing  text  books  no  longer  exists.  But  there  are  some 
parents  so  totally  indilTerent  to  the  welfare  of  their  children,  that  in 
our  judgment  the  State  should  step  in  and  compel  those  to  interest 
themselves  in  behalf  of  those  intnisted  to  their  care.  That  a  general 
compulsory  law  would  meet  and  avert  this  evil  we  are  not  prepared 
to  say.  Still  if  an  enumeration  of  all  children  of  school  age  were  au- 
thorized, we  think  that  we  would,  in  part,  be  able  to  express  a  more 
intelligent  opinion  on  this  subject.  But  as  it  is,  we  are  entirely  at  a 
loss  to  remedy  the  present  condition  of  things. 

For  the  accommodation  of  those  pupils  who  were  unable  to  attend 
the  day  sessions,  being  employed  in  some  manual  labor,  two  night 
schools  were  established,  which  were  kept  open  jointly  for  four 
months,  whilst  the  girls  school  was  continued  for  two  months  longer. 
The  attendance  at  these  schools  was  quite  regular  and  the  earnest- 
ness manifested  by  the  pupils  was  remarkable. 

In  "siew  of  introducing  some  changes  in  the  general  work  of  the 
schools  for  the  ensuing  year,  we  look  forward  to  marked  improvement 
in  general  work  and  results. 

And  now,  in  conclusion,  we  wish  to  extend  our  thanks  to  the  De- 
partment for  the  many  courtesies  extended  during  the  past  year. 
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ALTOONA— D.  S.  Keith. 

Thei"^  have  been  no  new  departures  made  nor  have  any  radical 
measures  been  employed  during  the  past  year.  Substantial  pro- 
gress has  been  made  by  the  use  of  methods  and  regulations  that 
have  been  well  tested.  Although  the  work  done  has  been  highly  com- 
mended by  visitors,  j'et  we  realize  that  there  is  much  room  for  im- 
provement. Some  teachers  are  employed  whose  qualifloations  are 
by  far  too  limited;  parents  are  often  indifferent  in  regard  to  the  at- 
tendance of  their  children  at  school;  and  most  teachers  have  as- 
signed to  them  too  many  pupils. 

There  was  no  increase  in  the  number  of  schools.  The  Jefferson  and 
Irving  schools  were  too  much  crowded.  The  directors  have  decided 
to  erect  an  addition  of  four  rooms  to  the  Ining  building,  making  the 
total  number  of  rooms  twelve,  which  will  be  sufficient  to  relieve  the 
crowded  condition  of  this  school. 

About  one  hundred  and  eighty  pupils  were  enrolled  in  the  high 
school,  an  increase  of  about  thirty.  The  facilities  to  accommodate 
this  number  have  been  very  inadequate.  A  new  building  for  the  high 
school  and  a  teachers'  training  department  will  be  erected  during  the 
coming  year. 

In  accordance  with  the  recent  act  of  the  Legislature,  all  supplies 
and  books  were  furnished  free;  pupils  having  the  proper  kind  of  books, 
however,  were  requested  to  use  them,  and  this  request  being  pretty 
generally  complied  with,  considerable  expense  was  saved.  Since  the 
law  now  requires  free  text  books  and  supplies,  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  ought  to  furnish  record  books  free  to  all  districts, 
so  that  a  systematic  account  of  all  books  and  supplies  may  be  kept 
and  proper  I'eports  made.  The  free  text  book  system  when  carefully 
aud  properly  managed  will  be  a  decided  saving  to  school  districts, 
but  when  carelessly  and  improperly  managed  may  prove  to  be  an  ex- 
travagant feature  in  our  educational  system. 

The  fitness  of  pupils  for  promotion  is  not  wholly  determined  by  test 
examinations.  Much  information  in  regard  to  the  value  of  the  work 
done  by  the  teachers  and  the  progress  of  pupils  can  be  obtained  hy 
means  of  examinations,  and  they  are  thus  valuable  and  ought  not  to 
be  discarded;  but  to  make  M-em  the  sole  test  is  the  other  extreme,  and 
tends  to  make  the  instnic  -lOn  narrow  and  to  diminish  the  Individ 
uality  of  the  teacher. 
9-6-94 
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The  annual  institute  was  held  the  week  before  the  opening  of  the 
schools  and  was  a  very  enthusiastic  and  profitable  meeting.  Prof. 
Chas  H.  Albei-t,  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Hull,  Prof.  D.  C.  Murphy  and  Mrs.  H.  E. 
Monroe  were  instractors. 

In  conclusion,  I  renew  some  previous  suggestions:  The  Legislature 
should  enact  a  law  providing  for  the  taking  of  a  census  of  the  school 
population  of  eveiy  district  in  the  State;  this  census  should  be  taken 
by  the  school  authorities  of  the  separate  districts  and  report  be  made 
under  direction  of  the  State  Superintendent.  The  law  in  regard  to 
the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  city  and  borough  superintendents 
should  be  so  amended  that  such  salaries  would  be  paid  in  the  same 
way  as  those  of  county  superintendents. 


ASHLAND— Wm.  C.  Estler. 

Improvements. 

An  old  landmark,  "Walnut  street  stone  school  house''  was  razed  to 
the  ground,  and  a  four-room  building  80  ft.  x35  ft,  erected  on  the  site. 

The  latest  improved  school  furniture  was  purchased.  All  the 
available  wall  space  filled  with  blackboard  four  feet  in  width.  Water, 
clothes  closets,  and  book  cases  in  each  room. 

The  building  is  heated  by  the  Fuller  &  Warren  ventilating  and 
heating  system.  The  cellar  is  cemented  and  contains  Dr.  Boss'  dry 
sanitary  closets. 

The  contractors  began  work  after  the  close  of  the  school  term,  and 
the  building  was  occupied  early  in  January-. 

Cost  of  building  and  furnishing  complete,  |11,000. 

Thanksgiving  Day  Exercises. 

Thursday,  the  30th  day  of  November  last,  Carpenter  Council,  J.  O. 
A.  M.  of  our  borough,  after  a  parade,  participated  in  by  a  number  of 
different  organizations,  and  an  oration  and  other  exercises,  swung  to 
the  breeze  a  handsome  flag  on  a  liberty  pole  previously  erected  by  the 
council  on  the  grounds  of  the  new  school  building. 
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Free  Text  Book  Data — Second  Year. 

Value  of  new  books  on  hand,  Aug.  29,  '93, $464  89 

Value  of  books  purchased  to  Aug.  31,  '94, \  .     851  G5 

Express,  freight,  drayage,  and  postage, 14  83 

$1,331  37 

Value  of  new  books  on  hand,  Aug.  31,  '94,. |384  19 

Value  of  books  paid  for  by  pupils — ^lost,  torn,  etc.,      29  27 

413  46 

Total  cost  of  boolvs  for  the  year, $917  91 

Value  of  school  supplies  and  maps  purchased, . . .  $394  62 
Value  of  school  supplies  on  hand,  Aug.  31,  '94,.  . .       70  00 

Total  cost  for  supplies  for  the  year, $324  62 

==        324  62 

Total  cost  for  books  and  supplies, $1,242  53 

Average  cost  per  pupil  for  text  books, ,. .  .     61  cents. 

Average  cost  per  pupil  for  supplies, 22     " 

Average  cost  per  pupil  for  text  books  and  supplies, 83     " 


BEAVER  FALLS— J.  M.  Reed. 

The  schools  of  this  borough,  in  each  department,  made,  I  think, 
commendable  progress  during  the  past  year. 

Our  board  of  education  made  special  efforts  to  provide  for  the  con- 
venience and  comfort  of  all,  and  they  subscribed  for  eight  copies  of 
the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal  for  the  use  of  the  teachers. 

The  teachers  were  faithful  and  industrious,  and  most  of  them  pro- 
gressive and  enthusiastic. 

The  parents  rendered  teachers  and  pupils  much  valuable  assistance. 

A  large  majority  of  the  pupils  did  all  that  could  be  expected  of 
them. 

A  new  Everett  piano  was  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  high  school. 

Good  book  cases  were  placed  in  each  room  for  use  in  connection 
with  the  introduction  of  free  text  books. 

The  graduating  exercises  of  a  class  consisting  of  seven  young  ladies 
and  three  young  men  were  held  in  the  Sixth  Avenue  Theatre  in  pres- 
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ence  of  an  audience  of  more  than  twelve  hundred  citizens,  on  the  even- 
ing of  June  1. 

My  gratitude  is  due  the  Educational  Department  at  Harrisburg,  the 
directors,  the  teachers,  the  pupils  and  the  other  citizens  of  Beaver 
Falls  for  their  support  and  assistance,  and  in  appreciation  of  these 
favors  we  hope  that  we  may  be  able  to  do  better  work  during  the  year 
before  us. 


BETHLEHEM— Thos.  Farquhar. 

The  relation  of  the  public  high  school,  and,  in  fact,  of  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  public  elementary  schools  to  higher  institutions  of  learning 
has  been  the  subject  of  much  earnest  discussion  of  late.  Of  the  kind 
of  public  high  school  whose  existence  and  support  is  provided  for  in 
the  school  law.  Sec.  LXI,  the  number  is  very  small  in  this  state,  I 
think.  If  a  large  number  of  these  schools  existed,  each  ought  to  be 
looked  upon  as  the  cap  of  the  public  school  system  in  its  community, 
and  the  elementary  schools  ought  to  be  regarded  as  culminating  in 
it,  or  if  not  in  it,  in  the  State  Xonnal  schools.  What  is  or  can  be  the 
logical  dependence  of  the  public  schools  of  Pennsylvania  upon  higher 
institutions  of  learning  entirely  different  from  them  in  the  genius  of 
their  organization  and  their  aims,  is  difficult  to  be  seen.  Create  here 
and  there  over  the  State  public  or  State  colleges,  and  a  reason  is  fur- 
nished to  school  boards  to  organize  their  schools.  I  refer  to  the 
schools  of  cities  and  boroughs  mentioned  in  Sec.  LXI,  and  to  form  a 
curriculum  which  in  its  highest  part  has  a  reference  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  students  for  a  college  course. 

According  to  the  way  the  subject  would  seem  to  develop  itself  log- 
ically, if  we  view  it  from  a  legal  standpoint,  the  public  high  school  is 
the  cap  of  the  public  school  system  as  represented  in  any  given  dis- 
trict, and  ought,  in  every  instance,  to  have  a  course  of  study  that  will 
satisfy  the  needs  or  desires  of  the  community  in  which  it  is  located. 
If,  as  an  incident  in  the  course  of  such  a  school,  the  graduate  is  pre- 
pared to  enter  a  reputable  college,  in  good  standing,  i.  e.,  without 
conditions,  it  is  well ;  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  illogical  for  any  com- 
munity at  this  stage  of  the  prevalence  of  higher  education,  and  the 
demand  for  it,  to  ask  that  the  public  high  school  should  bo  organized 
with  a  view  to  making  it  a  feeder  of  colleges  and  higher  institutions 
of  learning  only;  forgetting  or  overlooking  the  fact  that  the  vast  ma- 
jority of  high  school  pupils  do  not  expect  to  pursue  a  course  more 
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extended  than  the  one  provided  or  offered  by  the  high  school  of  the  dis- 
trict. The  whole  point  of  the  discussion  of  the  high  school  course 
focuses  in  the  amount  of  mathematics  and  of  the  languages  (dead)  to 
be  gotten  over  by  the  high  school  scholar,  and  it  is  just  here  that  tlie 
grammar  and  secondary  courses  of  study  are  touched,  as  I  think,  by 
no  very  wise  handlers. 

I  malie  bold  to  assert,  that,  for  the  average  child  mind,  what  ai^ 
denominated  the  common  school  branches,  furnish  ample  scope  and 
sufficient  matter  to  occupy  it  until  the  age  of  fourteen  is  reached. 

From  fifteen  to  eighteen  a  course  of  study,  embracing  a  moderate 
amount  of  mathematics,  English  language  and  literature,  some  Latin, 
perhaps,  and  history,  will  furnish  enough  for  a  good  average  public 
high  school  course,  not  aiming  at  preparation  for  a  college  or  semi- 
nary of  learning  of  high  grade. 

The  school  board  of  Bethlehem  has  taken  a  position  with  respect  to 
the  high  school,  by  adopting  the  following  course  of  study  for  its 
classes,  that,  I  think,  is  logically  correct;  and  it  reflects  great  credit 
upon  the  good  judgment  and  sound  sense  of  its  members. 

I  send  a  statement  of  the  course  adopted  at  the  June  meeting,  1894, 
the  same  to  prevail  during  the  term  1894-1895. 

Course  of  Study  for  the  B  class,  High  School : 

1.  Algebra,  completed  if  possible.  This  subject  is  begun  in  Gram- 
mar A  class. 

2.  Geometry  begun. 

3.  Physics  begun.     Avery's  First  Principles  studied. 

4.  Ancient  History  begun  and  comj)leted. 

5.  An  American  or  English  Classic  studied  etymologically  and  syn- 
tactically. 

6.  English  Grammar  studied  historically. 

7.  Arithmetic. 

8.  Latin  Grammar  and  a  Beginner's  Reading  Book. 

9.  A  short  view  of  American  Literature. 

Course  of  Study  for  A  Class,  High  School. 

1.  Geometry.     The  class  is  to  be  led  as  far  as  the  time  will  allow. 

2.  Rhetoric  begun  and  completed. 

3.  Physics.  The  class  tO'  study  Avery's  Elements  and  to  go  as  far 
as  possible. 

4.  Civil  Government  begun  and  completed. 

5.  An  English  Classic  studied  rhetorically. 

6.  English  Etymology. 

7.  English  Grammar  studied  historically. 

8.  Viri  Romae,  Nepos,  or  Caesar.  The  class  will  read  as  much 
Latin  as  the  time  will  alloAV. 
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9.  A  short  view  of  English.  Literature. 

In  this  connection  is  given  the  course  pursued  in  Grammar  A,  from 
which  scholars  are  graduated  Tvith  a  grammar  school  certificate. 

1.  Algebra  begun. 

2.  Arithmetic  reviewed. 

3.  Physical  Geography  begun  and  completed. 

4.  Modern  History  begun  and  completed. 

5.  English  Grammar  reviewed. 

6.  English  Composition.     A  text  book  on  the  subject  completed. 

7.  Physiology  reviewed. 

8.  Mental  Arithmetic. 

9.  Spelling. 

10.  Drawing. 

The  short  course  in  American  Literature  fcr  the  B  class,  High 
School,  is: 

A  study  of  the  lives,  literary  careers  and  criticisms  upon  the  writ- 
ings of  the  following  American  authors:  Jonathan  Edwards,  Irving, 
Cooper,  BrAant,  Longfellow,  Hawthorne,  Lowell,  Emereon,  and  Bayard 
Taylor. 

Reading  with  care  choice  si)ecimens  of  their  jn'oductions. 

The  course  for  the  A  class  in  English  literature  is:  A  study  of  the 
lives,  literary  careers,  and  criticisms  upon  the  writings  of  the  follow- 
ing English  authore:  Chaucer,  Spenser,  Shakespeare,  Bacon,  Milton, 
Dryden,  Pope,  Addison  and  Steele,  Swift,  Samuel  Johnson,  <>old- 
smith,  Burns,  Scott,  Byron  and  Wordsworth. 

Beading  with  care  choice  specimens  of  their  writings. 

The  school  year  just  passed  was  characterized  by  a  good  deal  of 
activity  in  work  not  strictly  routine  school  work,  but  work  of  a  char- 
acter to  keep  the  school  prominently  before  the  public.  Mention  has 
been  laade  from  time  to  time  in  my  monthly  ixiports  of  the  happenings 
that  were  of  interest  to  the  general  public.  The  term  closed  with  a 
display  of  wood  work,  sewing,  and  work  in  White's  New  Course  in 
Art  Instruction  by  all  classes  of  the  school.  It  was  inspected  by 
many  of  the  citizens  during  the  time  the  exhibit  lasted. 

I  want  to  say  before  closing  this  report  that  I  am  loyal  to  the  Nor 
raal  schools  of  the  State,  but  I  would  like  to  see  the  standard  of  ad- 
mission so  high  that  public  high  schools  would  have  a  chance  to  de- 
velop into  usefulness.  Why  cannot  the  State  purchase  out  and  out 
every  Normal  school  property  in  the  Commonwealth,  and,  having 
complete  control  of  them,  lift  them  up  to  the  plane  of  the  State  col- 
leges, with  a  large  chair  of  Pedagogy  in  each?  This  no  doubt  sounds 
to  the  knowing  ones  like  foolish  prattle,  but  prophecies  have  sounded 
very  foolish  in  times  past.  I  am  no  prophet,  however,  albeit  1  may 
spealc  foolishly. 
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BRADDOCK— J.  S.  Keefer. 

The  schools  opened  for  actual  work  September  5,  1893,  and  closed 
May  25,  1894.  They  were  in  session  for  actual  teaching  one  hundred 
and  eighty  days.  The  enrolment  for  the  year  was  twelve  hundred 
fifty-five;  the  average  daily  attendance  was  nine  hundred  thirty-six; 
and  the  average  per  cent,  of  attendance  for  the  term  was  ninety-three. 

We  have  had  better  and  more  punctual  attendance  during  this  year 
than  any  previous  year,  and  we  attribute  it  largely  to  the  fact  that 
free  text  books  were  introduced  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year. 
Absence  and  tardiness  can  not  be  entirely  prevented,  but  they  have 
been  reduced  to  a  minimum  by  the  persistent  and  systematic  efforts 
of  the  teachers. 

The  schools  of  this  city  may  lay  claim  to  a  place  among  the  best 
schools  of  the  State  in  their  equipment,  in  the  educational  spirit 
of  the  people,  and  in  the  system  and  efficiency  of  their  work.  This 
claim  is  based  upon  and  is  due  largely  to  the  enterprise  of  the  board 
of  directors,  the  generous  support  of  the  patrons,  and  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  the  teachers.  The  efficiency  of  any  school  depends  main- 
ly upon  the  qualification,  special  preparation  and  spirit  of  its  teachers. 
In  order  to  emjjhasize  these  facts,  we  have  granted  to  our  teachers 
the  largest  measure  of  freedom  in  the  choice  and  application  of 
methods,  consistent  with  system  and  general  organization. 

The  qualifications  are  chiefly  indicated  by  the  certificates  held  by 
the  teachers.  Of  the  twenty-seven  teachers,  three  held  provisional 
certificates,  twelve  professional,  four  permanent,  and  eight  held 
Normal  diplomas. 

Very  effective  work  was  done  in  vocal  music.  This  subject  is  under 
the  special  supervision  of  Miss  Carrie  Mitchell,  who,  besides  giving 
two  lessons  a  week  to  each  school,  gives  special  instruction  and  help 
to  the  teachers.  Our  schools  are  graded  in  music  as  in  other 
branches.  Much  care  is  taken  to  teach  the  principles  thoroughly,  to 
give  faculty  in  sight  reading,  and  to  cultivate  purity,  fulness  and  rich- 
ness of  tone.  Loud  singing  is  discouraged,  but  expression  and  dis- 
tinctness of  pronunciation  are  commended. 

Drawing  received  considerable  attention  during  the  year,  and  both 
teachers  and  pupils  did  better  work  than  had  been  done  in  previous 
years.  This  progresis  was  largely  due  to  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Van 
de  Venter  who  had  charge  of  this  department.  Form  study,  drawing 
from  natural  objects,  shading  and  sketching  received  most  attention. 
The  mere  copying  of  figures  has  been  discouraged. 
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The  primary  departments  of  the  different  wards  are  principally 
under  the  management  of  the  training  teacher,  Miss  Anna  B.  Thomas. 
In  reading  the  aim  is  to  get  and  express  thought;  in  numbers,  the 
aim  is  to  acquire  a  linowledge  of  numbers  and  their  relations,  also 
facility  and  accuracy'  in  computation.  Good  expression  is  taught  in 
connection  with  all  branches  of  study,  hence  more  prominence  is  given 
to  composition  than  to  technical  grammar.  Through  the  helpfulness 
of  the  Carnegie  Free  Libraiy  our  pupils  are  acquiring  a  taste  for 
healthful  reading  and  are  learning  the  use  and  value  of  a  library.  In 
the  grammar  and  high  school  grades,  the  pupils  are  sent  to  the  library 
for  the  books  assigned  them.  After  careful  reading,  they  are  required 
to  write  a  brief  history  of  the  author,  his  writings,  his  contemporaries, 
and  of  the  particular  book  read.  We  think  this  method  puts  new  life 
and  meaning  into  the  study  of  Literature,  and  gives  a  wider  acquaint- 
ance with  authors  than  could  be  obtained  by  reading  about  them. 

The  high  school  course  has  been  extended  from  three  to  four  yt^ai-s. 
The  study  of  Greek  is  optional.  We  are  striving,  in  a  modest  way,  to 
attain  to  that  high  degree  of  excellence  as  indicated  by  the  Committee 
of  Ten. 


BRADFORD— Hen rj-  R.  Roth. 

There  has  been  a  complete  re-organization  of  the  system,  including 
classification  of  pupils,  assignment  and  distribution  of  work,  co-ordina- 
tion of  branches,  methods  of  discipline  and  instiniction  and  adminis- 
tration, training  of  teachers,  simplification  of  the  daily  program  and 
an  enlargement  and  enrichment  of  the  subjects  taught. 

We  took  advantage  of  the  great  opportunities  offered  by  the  law 
enforcing  free  books  and  supplies  to  secure  a  more  efficient  adaptation 
of  the  books  and  materials  in  the  hands  of  teachers  and  pupils  to  the 
required  work. 

By  placing  the  Kindergai'ten  tables,  chairs,  materials  and  manuals 
in  the  fii*st  jear  rooms,  a  new  and  delightful  world  was  revealed,  and 
the  Kindergarten  "spirit  and  methods"  were  secured  to  all  the  child- 
ren. 

By  not  purchasing  the  graded  school  readers,  spelling  books,  copy 
books,  etc.,  many  wasteful  exercises  were  avoided  and  oi)poi'tunities 
secured  to  simplify  programs,  co-ordinate  subjects,  introduce  new 
branches,  etc.,  at  once  surprising  and  far-reaching  in  results,  which 
pave  the  way  for  tlu^  modifications  contemplated  in  the  public  school 
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curriculum.  We  understand  that  Pennsylvania  has  in  Bradford  the 
first  successful  substitute  for  the  old-time  graded  school  readers  in 
all  grades  and  we  trustthat  your  Department  will  give  it  the  attention 
it  deserves.  "The  Bradford  First  Book  in  Reading,"  a  copy  of  which 
we  mail  you  today,  was  printed  by  this  city  to  carry  out  the  idea  from 
the  beginning  that  the  children  should  read  to  learn  instead  of  learn 
to  read.  This  seems  to  us  a  most  important  movement  in  the  admin- 
istration of  schools. 

The  department  plan  of  instruction  tried  this  year  in  the  upper  six 
grades  finds  favor  with  the  teachers  and  will  probably  be  extended 
in  the  future. 

The  work  in  Algebra  and  Geometry  introduced  into  the  Grrammar 
grades  has  proved  very  helpful  to  the  pupils  and  the  return  to  mental 
arithmetic  in  the   middle  grades  was  a  necessity. 

The  ninth  grade  was  transferred  from  the  grammar  to  the  high 
school  course.  This  movement  made  it  possible  to  establish  college 
preparatory  standards.  The  three  high  school  courses  include  four 
years  of  English,  four  of  Latin,  three  of  Greek,  two  of  German,  four  of 
Science,  three  of  Mathematics,  three  of  Civics  and  History,  and  two  of 
Business.  A  new  commodious  laboratory  built  on  the  model  of  the 
Mass,  Institute  of  Technology,  and  fairly  well  equipped,  has  made 
possible  the  introduction  of  the  best  approved  methods  in  teaching 
the  sciences. 

The  work  in  English  includes  the  critical  reading  of  complete  mas- 
terpieces, daily  composition,  rhetoric  (A.  S.  Hill's),  word  study,  par- 
aphrasing, reproduction,  quotation,  summarizing,  expansion,  charac- 
ter sketching,  discussion  and  declamation,  and  the  study  of  history  is 
brought  as  closely  as  possible  into  relation  with  the  study  of  English. 

This  school  has  increased  from  75  to  more  than  200  pupils,  and  the 
faculty  from  3  to  7  instructors.  To  merit  the  respect  of  a  community 
it  appears  that  a  high  school  must  establish  and  maintain  college 
preparatory  standards  and  cover  a  four  years'  course  of  study. 

Our  substitute  of  the  "Pupil's  Register  of  Daily  Work"  for  the  per 
centum  examinations,  as  the  basis  of  promotion  of  pupils  from  grade  to 
grade,  has  given  very  great  satisfaction.  The  Pupil's  Register  is  filed 
at  the  ofQce  as  a  guarantee  of  equal  justice  and  unifonn  standards  in 
the  recommendations  of  teachers.  The  attendance  was  good  in  spite 
of  much  periodic  illness.  There  is  pressing  need  of  a  compulsory  edu- 
cation law. 

The  monthly  grade  meetings  of  teachers  in  the  office  of  the  Super- 
intendent, constitute  the  most  important  function  in  the  administra- 
tion and  advancement  of  all  phases  of  school  work. 

A  first  class,  six-room,  brick  school  house  is  building  in  the  fourrh 
ward.     It  will  be  equipped  with  modern  improvements.     The  Smead 
Wnrming  and  Ventilating  Company  have  conditioned  their  pay  on 
9» 
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specified  results.  They  guarantee  to  furnish  1800  cu.  ft.  of  fresh  air 
per  pupil  per  hour  and  the  carbonic  gas  is  uot  to  exceed  10  parts  in 
10,000  of  air  at  any  time. 

Bradford  is  resohed  to  place  her  schools  in  the  very  front  rank, 
ai-d  the  progress  attained  this  j-ear  is  most  gratifying. 


BRISTOI^-Matilda  S.  Booz. 

Quality,  rather  than  quantity,  has  characterized  the  work  of  the 
year,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  grades  with  few  exceptions. 

In  numbers  and  regularity  the  attendance  has  increased.  In  one 
ward  the  attendance  was  so  great  that  an  additional  school  was 
opened  in  November,     For  this  purpose  a  building  had  to  be  rented. 

The  corner  stone  of  a  new  building  was  laid  with  appropiiate  cere- 
monies on  Wednesday,  May  10.  The  exercises  consisted  of  prayer 
by  Eev.  E.  E.  Burriss,  and  address  by  Pres.  of  the  Board,  J.  K.  Wild- 
man,  and  music  by  pupils. 

This  building  while  styled  "High  School,"  will  also  provide  quarters 
for  grammar  and  primary  grades  as  may  be  needed. 

Twenty-five  meetings  were  held  by  the  Superintendent  and  were 
well  attended.  At  these  meetings  questions  of  local  interest  were 
discussed,  pedagogical  works  read  and  popular  theories  and  fads  in- 
vestigated and  ciiticised. 

In  addition,  nearly  all  the  teachers  are  subscribere  to  one  or  more 
educational  papers,  and  through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  WUdman,  are 
readers  of  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal. 

Visits  have  been  made  b}'  some  members  of  the  teaching  force  to 
schools  of  established  reputation  in  methods,  in  search  of  light  and 
inspiration. 

Text  books  and  stationery  have  been  furnished  for  years.  Slates 
are  now  supplied.  While  fully  appreciating  the  benefits  of  free  books, 
we  regret  that  pupils,  particularly  in  the  higher  grades,  go  "bookless" 
from  our  doors. 

We  shall  recommend  that  graduates,  at  least,  be  permitted  to  retain 
any  or  all  of  their  books,  as  incentives  to  further  study.  Besides, 
what  memories  often  cluster  around  the  old  school  book! 

An  elementary  book  on  Civics  has  been  placed  in  the  grammar  de- 
partment.    We  hope  Algebra  will  soon  follow. 

Milne's  and  Peck's  arithmetics  have  furnished  supplementary  work 
in  this  branch. 
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During  June  and  September  the  hours  of  school  were  from  eight 
to  twelve.  It  was  feared  by  some,  that  increased  tardiness  would  be 
the  result.  The  experiment  proved,  however,  that  it  was  as  easy  for 
the  "young  idea''  to  be  present  at  eight  as  at  nine;  in  fact,  there  were 
fewer  cases  of  tardiness,  and  a  better  average  attendance. 

The  prospects  of  a  half  holiday  was  doubtless  the  spring  of  action, 

A  veiy  important  step,  designed  to  prevent  the  spread  of  contagious 
disease  among  school  children,  was  taken  by  the  Board  of  Health. 
Lists  of  such  diseases  were  posted  in  every  school  room,  and  prompt 
notice  given  to  Superintendent  and  teachers  when  cases  appeared  in 
the  town.  If  certificates  of  health  were  issued,  stating  the  danger 
line  passed,  for  return,  the  precautions  would  be  as  complete  as 
human  power  could  make  them.  We  think  this  will  be  done  here- 
after. 

On  Decoration  Day  a  beautiful  tribute  was  paid  to  the  memory  of 
a  former  teacher.  Miss  Lizzie  S.  Bailey,  her  grave  being  decorated 
with  flowers  by  the  members  of  H.  Clay  Beatty  Post.  Before  t.'ie  day 
was  observed  here  by  a  military  organization,  it  was  her  custom,  in 
company  with  her  little  pupils,  to  scatter  flowers  upon  the  graves  of 
our  country's  heroes,  in  the  churchyards  in  the  vicinity,  and  it  was  in 
recognition  of  this,  that  the  tribute  was  paid. 


BUTLER— E.  Mackey. 


The  scholastic  year,  whichis  the  subject  of  this  report,  is  marked  by 
two  important  innovations — a  nine  months'  term  and  free  text  books 
and  supplies.  Each  of  these  has  done  much  to  increase  the  efficiency 
of  the  schools.     We  expect  still  greater  results  from  them  next  term. 

The  course  below  the  high  school  is  now  reduced  to  nine  years, 
an  important  saving  both  to  the  district  and  to  the  pupil.  In  a  period 
when  the  population  of  the  borough  has  shown  no  advance,  whea 
there  have  been  many  contagious  diseases,  and  quarantine  regulations 
for  the  first  time  have  been  strictly  enforced,  there  has  been  an  in- 
crease of  five  per  cent,  in  our  enrolment  and  five  per  cent,  in  the  aver- 
age per  cent,  of  attendance  for  the  term.  This,  we  think,  is  due  to 
these  new  regulations,  especially  to  that  of  free  text  books  and  sup- 
plies. 

Free  text  books  and  supplies  we  regard  as  the  greatest  boon  in  the 
history  of  the  free  school.     We  have  now  the  inestimable  advantage 
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of  having  the  best  series  of  books  in  ample  quantities  at  the  right 
time.  It  is  possible  now  at  no  extra  cost  to  keep  abreast  of  the  limes 
in  the  selection  of  text  books.  We  can  afford  to  supph'  every  pupil 
with  books  that  we  could  not  ask  or  compel  parents  to  get  for  him, 
and  thus  will  be  almost  entirely  abolished  two  great  evUs  of  the  past — 
the  excessive  blackboard  work  on  part  of  the  teachers,  and  the  ex- 
cessive copying  from  the  board  and  straining  of  eyes  incident  thereto 
on  the  part  of  the  pupil.  But  the  greatest  benefit  of  aU  lies  in  the 
fact  that,  at  no  extra  cost,  we  can  give  our  pupils  a  sulBcient  variety 
and  quantity,  and  the  right  kind  of  reading  matter.  Beading  is,  with- 
out doubt,  the  most  important  study  in  the  schools,  and  we  have  now 
the  means,  as  we  have  never  had  before,  of  nourishing  the  reading 
habit  ujjon  the  best  material,  of  bringing  the  pupil  under  the  prodig- 
ious influence  for  good  that  emanate  from  good  books.  The  free  text 
book  is  the  necessary  concomitant  of  free  education  and  begets  loy- 
alty and  patriotism.  The  more  often  we  are  confronted  with  the 
benefactions  of  government  the  stronger  our  zeal  in  its  support,  the 
wider  and  truer  the  solidarity  of  its  constituency. 

The  board  of  directors  has  secured  a  large  lot,  in  a  most  convenient 
location,  and  we  have  eveiy  reason  to  expect  that  a  new  school  build- 
ing will  be  erected  in  the  near  future.  It  is  very  much  needed.  Thej' 
have  also  arranged  for  extensive  repairs  and  improvements  in  school 
buildings.  They  are  putting  the  ^mead-Wills  system  of  closets  and 
ventilation  in  the  Jefferson  street  building.  The  board  for  several 
years  past  has  displayed  tireless  energy,  and  the  most  liberal  and  ag- 
gressive iK)licy  in  the  maintenance  of  an  efficient  system  of  schools, 
comfortable  buildings  .and  beautiful  grounds,  for  which  they  desen^e 
the  highest  commendation. 

It  is  fitting  to  record  the  death  of  one  of  the  members  of  our  corps — 
Miss  Isabel  Giering,  of  Emlenton,  Pa.  She  was  a  teacher  of  far  more 
than  ordinaiw  ability,  and  in  her  short  stay  in  our  midst  had  won 
many  very  wann  friends.  This  is  the  first  time  in  our  historj^  that 
one  of  our  little  army  has  fallen  upon  the  field  of  battle,  and  it  is  an 
event  that  was  full  of  many  important  lessons  for  us  all. 

Our  commencement  season  comprised  more  items  than  ever  before. 
The  two  divisions  of  the  tenth  grade  each  had  charming  public  gradu- 
ation exercises.  There  were  the  annual  reception  to  the  senior  class 
and  faculty  of  the  high  school  by  the  Superintendent,  the  Baccalau- 
i-eate  sermon,  the  class  day  and  commencement  exercises  of  the  high 
school,  and  alumni  address  and  banquet.  All  of  these  public  exer- 
cises were  attended  by  large  audiences  and  they  were  in  many  respects 
the  most  brilliant  events  of  the  kind  in  our  history.  We  had  helpful 
and  inspiring  addresses  from  Kev.  T.  B.  Both,  D.  D.,  Pres.  Thiel  Col- 
lege, Greenville,  Pa.;  Rev.  J.  H.  Prugh,  D.  D.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  and  from 
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Messrs.  J.  Findley,  S.  F.  Bowser  and  Ira  McJunkin,  of  our  school 
board.    The  graduates  acquitted  themselves  well. 

The  scholastic  year  closed  has  been  one  of  steady  progress  and  is 
full  of  promise  of  better  things  to  come. 


CARBONDALE— John  J.  Forbes. 

On  September  4,  '93,  our  schools  opened  with  the  largest  attendance 
ever  known  in  the  school  annals  of  this  city.  Teachers  and  pupils 
seemed  filled  with  a  determination  to  do  good  work.  The  enthusiasm 
and  correspondingly  good  work  continued  for  some  months,  until  three 
epidemics  struck  our  educational  interests  forcibly.  Two  of  these, 
diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever,  seriously  interfered  with  the  attendance, 
and  dampened  the  ardor  of  both  jjupils  and  teachers.  The  third  epi- 
demic, politics,  with  its  adverse  criticism  of  our  schools,  vituperative 
tirades  against  teachers,  directors,  and  methods  employed  had  a 
rather  debilitating  effect  upon  the  morals  of  many  of  the  pupils  and 
made  discipline  a  serious  task.  In  the  end  the  effect  will  be  bene- 
ficial, as  teachers  and  directors  will  be  stimulated  to  renewed  efforts 
to  imi)rove  our  schools. 

Memorial  Day. 

There  were  two  flag  presentations  on  May  30.  One  was  at  schools 
Nos.  1  and  2,  and  the  other  at  school  No.  6.  There  were  appropriate 
exercises  at  each  place.  The  Junior  O.  U.  A.  M.  presented  the  flag  to 
Nos.  1  and  2,  and  the  Electric  Literary  Club  to  No.  6.  The  G.  A.  R. 
presented  to  the  high  school  a  memorial  volume  and  also  a  case  con- 
taining many  relics  of  the  war.  The  effect  of  these  things  in  teaching 
to  the  youth  of  our  schools  patriotism,  love  of  flag,  home,  and  country, 
cannot  be  overestimated.  On  Independence  Day,  school  number  5 
will  receive  a  flag;  then  all  our  schools  except  one  will  be  supplied. 

Arbor  Day. 

The  Arbor  Day  exercises  this  3^ ear  were  much  more  extensive  than 
on  any  previous  observance  of  the  day.  At  some  of  the  schools,  in 
connection  with  the  literary  part  of  the  programme,  trees,  shrubs 
and  flowers  wore  planted  in  profusion. 
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Free  Text  Books. 

The  most  important  benefit  that  we  have  noticed  from  free  text 
books  has  been  an  increase  in  regularity  of  attendance.  The  few 
parents  who  found  fault  with  the  rule  adopted  for  the  proper  care  of 
the  books,  were  not  confined  to  any  par-ticular  class.  They  included 
all  kinds  from  the  vulgar  and  uneducated,  through  the  more  cultured 
classes,  even  to  ministers  of  the  gospel. 

Buildings  and  Eepairs. 

There  is  in  course  of  erection  a  new  six-room,  brick  building  to  take 
the  place  of  Xo.  3,  which  is  inadequate  to  properly  accommodate  the 
number  of  pupils  living  in  the  district.  According  to  the  plans,  the 
third  floor  can  be  converted  into  two  rooms,  making  in  reality  an 
eight-room  building,  should  an  increase  in  population  demand  it.  The 
condition  of  the  old  building  is  such  that  it  will  not  warrant  the  ex- 
penditure of  any  money  in  repairs  or  improvements.  Number  2  is 
to  be  repaired  and  to  have  the  Smead- Wills  heating  and  ventilating 
apparatus  and  dry  closet  system.  When  this  is  done,  all  our  buildings 
but  one  will  be  equipped  with  scientific  heating  and  ventilating  ap- 
paratus. 

Drawing. 

During  the  coming  year.  Miss  Lucy  Joslin  will  be  given  exclusive 
charge  of  the  drawing  in  all  the  schools  of  the  city.  By  putting  this 
branch  under  the  sole  direction  of  one  teacher,  it  is  hoped  that  very 
good  results  will  be  obtained.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  White's 
Art  Instruction  was  put  into  our  schools.  As  this  is  somewhat  dif- 
ferent from  the  system  used  for  several  years,  some  of  the  teachers 
felt  a  little  dubious  about  their  ability  to  teach  it  satisfactorily.  Time 
has  proven  that  their  fears  were  unfounded.  The  children  like  the 
work  and  instead  of  being  drudgery,  it  is  pleasant  to  them. 

Music. 

Heretofore  music  has  been  taught  only  in  the  high  school.  It  will 
hereafter  be  taught  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  grades  also. 

Graduating  Class. 

The  graduating  class  from  our  high  school  was  larger  than  ever 
before,  numbering  twenty-seven.  Of  these,  eleven  were  boys,  a  larger 
proportion  than  in  any  precediag  class. 

A  Grammar  School. 

Some  years  since,  the  eighth  grade  was  promoted  to  the  high  school 
as  an  inducement  to  remain  longer  at  school.     For  the  past  two  yf^ars, 
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the  high  school  has  been  actually  crowded.  To  relieve  it,  and  at  the 
same  time  retain  the  incentive,  the  eighth  grade  will  be  formed  into  a 
grammar  school  the  coming  3'ear,  It  will  be  in  the  same  building, 
and  under  the  same  supervision,  although  distinct  from  the  high 
school  proper. 


GHAMBEKSBURG— W.  H.  Hockenberry. 

We  have  had  a  prosperous  school  year;  the  teachers  Have  done  their 
work  well;  the  directors  have  been  diligent  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  Two  more  rooms  were  finished,  furnished  and  occupied,  and 
new  furniture  placed  in  several  other  rooms. 

The  two  high  schools  were  consolidated,  and  a  year's  successful 
operation  has  proved  the  wisdom  of  the  change.  The  enrolment  has 
increased  nearly  two  hundred  over  that  of  last  year,  due  very  largely 
to  free  text  books. 

The  work  of  heating  and  ventilating  our  largest  building  according 
to  the  most  approved  modern  methods,  is  now  in  progress. 


CHESTER— C.  F.  Foster. 

Annual  Institute. 

A  very  practical  meeting  of  our  teachers  was  held  during  the  last 
week  in  March,  The  exercises  were  varied,  consisting  of  lectures 
and  lessons  by  specialist  instructors,  requiring  close  attention  and 
careful  study  on  the  part  of  all  who  participated.  The  results  were 
in  the  highest  degree  satisfactory,  and  we  think  we  have  made  no 
mistake  in  separating  from  the  county  institute,  and  selecting  the 
time  and  manner  of  working  best  suited  to  our  local  needs. 

Visitation. 

The  school  board  has  considerately  given  to  the  teachers  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  the  work  going  on  in  other  schools,  by  granting  a  day 
and  a  half  to  each  during  the  term  for  the  purpose  of  visitation:  The 
professional  standard  has  been  raised  thereby.     Teachers  have  re- 
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tnrned  from  their  excursions  to  Pliiladelphia,  Wilmington,  and  other 
places,  with  a  new  inspiration  and  a  laudable  desire  to  excel. 

Central  Grammar  School. 

The  plan  which  has  for  two  or  three  years  been  contemplated  by 
our  dii'ectors,  of  removing  all  the  eighth  and  ninth  grade  pupils  in 
the  city  to  one  central  building  and  placing  them  under  one  manage- 
ment, as  in  the  case  of  the  high  school,  has  now  assumed  definite 
shape.  A  site  has  been  purchased  for  the  sum  of  |42,500,  and  a  hand- 
some and  commodious  building  will  be  at  once  erected,  capable  of 
seating  300  grammar  pupils  on  the  second  fioor,  and  also  furnishing 
primary  rooms  on  the  first  floor  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  imme- 
diate vicinity. 


COLUMBIA— S.  H.  Hoffman. 

The  whole  number  of  different  pupils  enrolled  during  the  year  was 
two  thousand  forty-six;  of  whom  one  thousand  four  were  males  and 
one  thousand  forty-two  females.  The  whole  number  of  visits  to  the 
schools  during  the  term  was  two  thousand  three  hundred  sixty-two — 
one  hundred  forty-one  by  directora,  one  thousand  one  hundred  fifteen 
by  patrons  of  the  schools,  one  thousand  one  hundred  six  by  the  Super- 
intendent. 

An  examination  of  the  results  of  the  work  of  the  past  year  does 
not  disclose  renuirkable  progress  or  results  that  are  entirely  satisfac- 
tory; it  is  apparent,  however,  that  earnest  and  conscientious  efforts 
were  put  forth  by  all  connected  with  the  schools.  As  a  natural  con- 
sequence, this  integrity  of  purpose  and  action  has  brought  us  a  fair 
measure  of  success.  Earnest,  persistent,  and  intelligent  application 
of  rational  methods  to  the  ordinary  work  of  the  schools,  and  the  em- 
ployment of  common  sense  in  their  management,  seldom  fail  to  res  alt 
in  substantial  jjrogress. 

A  liberal  supply  of  physical  and  chemical  apparatus,  and  the  pur- 
chase of  a  first  class  piano,  added  interest  to  the  work  of  the  high 
school. 

One  new  feature  of  our  work  was  the  election  of  Prof.  W.  B.  Ilall 
as  supervisor  of  music.  This  action  added  greatly  to  the  interest  m 
this  branch,  although  it  had  been  regularly  taught,  and  with  good 
results  during  the  past  six  years. 

Our  first  year's  experience  under  the  free  text  book  system  is  highly 
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satisfactory.  With  such  skill  has  this  department  been  managed  by 
the  teachers,  that  of  more  than  seven  thousand  books  distributed, 
only  nine,  worth  perhaps  $2.75,  were  lost  or  destroyed  by  pupils. 

The  school  term  closed  on  Monday,  June  4th.  Commencement 
exercises  were  held  in  the  Columbus  Opera  house,  on  the  evening  of 
June  8,  in  presence  of  a  large  and  appreciative  audience. 

The  graduating  class  consisted  of  twelve  ladies  and  three  gentle- 
men, all  of  whom  acquitted  themselves  creditably. 

With  a  corps  of  faithful  and  growing  teachers,  and  a  board  alive 
to  the  interests  of  the  schools,  the  outlook  for  the  future  is  promising. 


CORRY— A.  D.  Colegrove. 

Probably  the  most  important  event  in  the  history  of  our  schools, 
as  elsewhere,  during  the  past  year,  was  the  introduction  of  free  text 
books;  and  I  believe  the  experience  thus  far  fully  justifies  the  expec- 
tations of  those  who  were  instrumental  in  enacting  this  beneficent 
law.  While  it  is  true  the  law  has  greatly  increased  the  burdens  of 
teachers  and  school  officers,  the  advantages  which  accrue  more  than 
outweigh  any  objections  that  have  been  experienced  thus  far.  Ouv 
attendance  has  shown  an  increase,  and  our  teachers  have  been  en- 
abled to  do  better  work.  We  have  had  very  few  cases  of  wanton  '■des- 
truction of  books  and  very  generally  children  are  found  to  take  b<,tter 
care  of  the  books  than  when  they  owned  them  individually.  N</W,  if 
we  could  persuade  the  Legislature  to  repeal  some  of  the  useless  pro- 
visions of  the  former  act  which  hamper  school  boards  in  the  adoption 
of  text  books,  we  should  have  an  ideal  law. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  we  adopted  the  new  national  music 
course,  and  although  we  have  no  special  instructor,  our  teachers, 
through  the  help  of  a  training  teacher,  sent  here  by  the  publishers, 
have  been  able  to  obtain,  in  most  instances,  very  gratifying  results. 

Considerable  interest  has  been  awakened  in  all  grades  by  the  in- 
troduction of  plant  lessons,  which  we  hope  to  make  the  beginning  of 
a  more  systematic  course  of  science  work  for  the  coming  year. 

In  the  high  school  we  have  extended  our  work  in  literature  consid- 
erably, and  are  arranging  a  new  course  in  which  commercial  branches 
may  be  substituted  for  part  of  the  Latin  or  German  which  has  form- 
erly been  required  for  graduation.  The  work  in  this  department 
during  the  past  year  has  been  highly  gratifying,  and  its  attendance 
was  larger  than  for  several  years.  We  graduated  a  brilliant  class  of 
10-6-94 
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fifteen  young  men  and  women,  who  attracted  a  large  audience  at  their 
commencement  exercises.  Several  of  the  class  chose  for  the  subjects 
of  their  essays,  educational  topics  and  questions  of  the  day,  and  Br. 
William  H.  Crawford,  President  of  Allegheny  Ck)llege,  who  addressed 
the  class,  pronounced  it  one  of  the  most  meritorious  high  school  com- 
mencements he  had  ever  attended. 


DUXMORE— John  E.  Williams. 

During  the  past  term  verj^  little  change  has  been  made  in  the  gen- 
eral plan  of  our  school  work.  We  look  forward  to  the  opening  of  the 
coming  school  year  with  considerable  interest,  for  we  will  then  be  ready 
to  attempt  several  changes  which  we  think  will  materially  improve 
our  school  system. 

The  attitude  of  the  school  board  is  very  favorable  to  educational 
advancement.  The  members  have  shown  their  willingness  to  do  any- 
thing that  is  for  the  best  good  of  the  schools  and  have  encouraged 
and  assisted  the  Superintendent  in  the  work  of  reform  and  improve- 
ment. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  term,  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  were  in- 
creased five  dollars  per  month  and  a  new  four-roomed  building  was 
opened  for  the  first  time.  The  number  of  subjects  taught  at  one  time 
in  our  schools  was  decreased  and  in  consequence  both  teachers  and 
pupils  were  enabled  to  do  better  work.  Prang's  system  of  form  study 
and  drawing  was  adopted,  but  because  of  poor  health,  the  special  in- 
structor was  unable  to  carry  out  the  work  satisfactorily.  It  will  be 
taken  up  again  next  term,  pushed  on  to  success. 

Our  teachers  deserve  credit  for  the  interest  they  have  taken  in  self 
improvement.  More  school  journals  have  been  subscribed  for  than 
ever  before,  and  a  fine  library  of  pedagogical  literature  has  been  pur- 
chased with  money  subscribed  by  the  teachers. 

During  the  summer  a  school  manual,  including  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  school  management  and  course  of  study  for  the  common 
schools,  will  be  published  and  distributed  among  the  school  patrons. 
A  high  school  with  a  two  years'  course  of  study  has  been  established, 
an  assistant  principal  will  be  appointed  and  sufficient  apparatus  for 
performing  all  the  important  experiments  of  natural  philosophy  and 
chemistry,  will  be  purchased.  One  of  our  old  four-roomed  school  build- 
ings will  be  remodelled  and  enlarged  to  accommodate  six  teachers. 
The  outlook  for  greatly  improved  conditions  of  our  schools  is  very 
bright. 
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EASTON— Wm.  W.  Cottingham. 

During  the  year  that  has  Just  closed,  nothing  has  been  accomplished 
or  attempted  in  the  general  administration  of  the  schools  of  this  city 
beyond  the  maintenance  of  a  proper  standard  of  progressive  and  suc- 
cessful school  work.  The  general  condition  of  the  schools  presents 
no  phase  which  is  seemingly  at  variance  with  the  usual  measure  of 
attainment.  Although  the  teaching  force  has  been  faithfully  and,  in 
many  respects,  successfully  employed,  it  is  nevertheless  apparent  that 
much  still  remains  to  be  done  to  justify  the  conclusion  that  every 
possible  attainment  has  been  reached. 

The  consideration  of  what  is  required  in  the  direction  of  improve- 
ment, reveals  the  necessity  for  a  modification  of  the  general  course  of 
study,  a  reform  in  methods  of  teaching  as  practiced  in  some  of  the  de- 
partments, and  a  more  equitable  adjustment  in  school  classification. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  these  needs  will  be  speedily  and  satisfac- 
torily supplied. 

In  consequence  of  the  growth  and  increased  demands  of  the  high 
school,  the  classification,  the  curriculum,  and  the  order  of  instruciion 
of  this  school  have  been  thoroughly  revised,  with  the  intent  of  in- 
augurating the  proposed  changes  at  the  opening  of  the  next  annual 
school  term.  The  new  arrangement  thus  effected  provides  for  a  three- 
fold division  of  the  school  into  a  classical,  a  scientific,  and  a  commer- 
cial department,  each  of  which  is  furnished  with  a  complete  and  ap- 
propriate course  of  study — the  critical  study  of  English  being  incor- 
porated as  a  prominent  -feature  of  the  several  courses. 

The  Board  of  Control  has  been  very  liberal,  not  only  in  its  engage- 
ment and  compensation  of  teachers,  but  in  promptly  furnishing  all 
needed  equipments  in  furtherance  of  the  aims  of  an  elevated  and 
thorough  system  of  education. 

The  new  high  school  building  is  rapidly  approaching  completion, 
and  will  doubtless  be  ready  for  occupancy  at  the  opening  of  the  en- 
suing school  term.  This  building  is  a  model  of  its  kind,  and  must  be 
seen  in  order  to  be  properly  appreciated.  In  point  of  location,  arch- 
itectural design,  internal  arrangement,  detail  of  equipment,  and  in 
the  provisions  for  heating  and  ventilation,  this  building  is  not  out- 
ranked by  any  edifice  of  the  kind  in  the  Commonwealth. 
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ERIE— H.  C.  Missimer. 

Three  years  is  the  amount  of  schooling  for  two-thirds  of  all  public 
school  pupils. 

Five  years  is  the  average  amount  of  schooling  for  all  public  school 
pupils. 

The  great  problem  of  public  school  education,  necessarily,  therefore, 
assumes  this  form — what  and  how  much  shall  be  done  in  this  com- 
paratively short  time  for  the  children  of  the  masses?  There  can  be 
no  waste,  no  frittering  of  time  on  non-essentials.  This  is  self-evident. 
To  put  the  child  in  complete  possession  of  those  elements  of  knoAvl- 
edge  which  unlock  the  door  to  larger  mental  power  and  culture.  That 
is  the  problem,  reduced  to  common  English. 

Every  year  in  school  life,  and  each  step  in  the  course,  must  put  the 
child  ahead  so  clearly,  positively,  and  definintel}',  that  if  that  year  be 
the  last,  the  child  may  leave  school  with  some  degree  of  clear  and 
definite  knowledge  of  each  subject  it  has  studied. 

In  three  years — the  limit  of  schooling  for  the  great  mass  of  pupils — 
a  child  should  know  how  to  read  with  ease,  "intelligently  and  intelli- 
gibly," the  local  news  of  the  daily  newspaper.  He  should  be  able  to 
sj>ell  and  use  correctly  the  common,  everyday  words;  he  should  know 
the  use  of  the  dictionary,  and  be  able  to  write  a  letter  of  business  and 
friendship,  correct  in  form,  language,  punctuation,  use  of  capitals, 
plurals,  possessiA^es,  and  common  abb  re  Aviations. 

He  should  be  able  to  add,  subtract,  multiply,  and  divide,  accurately, 
and  be  able  to  apply  those  operations  in  the  ordinary  business  of 
buying  and  selling  in  the  store,  the  shop,  and  the  market. 

He  should  know  the  large  geographical  facts,  the  right  locations  of 
countries,  the  important  riA^ers,  mountain  chains,  cities,  products, 
peoples  and  languages. 

These  things  first,  with  as  much  culture  and  expansion  of  the  mind 
as  the  good  teacher  can  deA'elop.  Is  all  this  too  much?  Are  we  doing 
it? 

Five  years  should  broaden  and  deepen  the  mental  power  of  the 
child  of  three  j^ears'  schooling,  sufficiently  to  enable  him  to  read  in- 
telligently a  good  book,  and  a  not  too  difficult  editorial;  to  write  a 
good  letter,  to  know  the  geography  of  his  natiA'e  land,  to  understand 
the  story  of  its  discovery,  the  war  for  Independence,  and  the  names  of 
the  great  men  who  laid  the  foundations  of  its  government,  and  figured 
in  its  subsequent  history;  to  express  his  ideas  clearly  and  correctly, 
and  to  perfoFm,  with  accuracy  and  dispatch,  the  arithmetic  of  the  or- 
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dinary  operations  of  the  business  of  buying  and  selling,  incidental  to 
everyday  life,  whether  that  be  in  field,  farm,  store,  shop,  or  the  various 
occupations  of  labor. 

To  spread  public  education  over  a  large  surface,  or  to  rear  upon  any 
other  foundation  than  solid  instruction  in  the  elementary  branches  a 
superstruction  of  so-called  art  culture,  science  culture,  or  what  not, 
were  to  build  the  educational  house  upon  the  sand  to  be  soon  swept 
away  by  the  rains  and  floods,  and  storms  of  practical  life. 
The  general  facts  for  Erie  are: 
160  regular  teachers. 
15  teachers  of  German. 

3  special  teachers  in  drawing,  music,  and  mechanical 
drawing,  respectively. 


Total,.  ..   178 


Salaries  paid  teachers,   |71,072  77 

Pupils  enrolled  in  day  schools,  6,482 

Cost  per  pupil,  according  to  amount  paid  for  salaries  and 

contingencies,    -^1  22 

Number  of  school  rooms, 1^1 

Average  number  pupils  to  each  room, 49.5 


FRANKLIN— N.  P.  Kinsley. 

The  following  report  is  respectfully  submitted  for  the  school  year 
ending  June  4,  1894. 

The  record  of  attendance  shows  a  decrease  both  in  tlie  "whole  nuui- 
ber  enrolled'-  and  in  the  "average  daily  attendance:"  In  the  first 
item,  a  decrease  of  36;  in  the  second,  a  decrease  of  76.  The  percent- 
age of  attendance  is  reduced  to  92,  the  lowest  for  ten  years,  and  2 
per  cent,  below  the  average  for  that  time.  This  is  explained  by  the 
prevalence  of  epidemic  diseases,  which  reduced  the  attendance  in 
many  of  the  schools  for  a  time  to  one-half,  and  in  some,  to  less  than 
one-third  of  the  whole  number  enrolled. 

No  material  changes  have  been  made  in  the  organization  of  the 
schools,  or  in  the  course  of  study  for  the  primary  and  the  grammar 
schools.  The  course  of  study  for  the  high  school  having  been  ex- 
tended to  cover  a  period  of  four  years,  no  class  was  graduated  this 
vear. 


150  Public  Instruction.  [Off.  Doc. 

The  University  Extension  lectures,  to  which  reference  was  made 
in  my  last  report,  were  continued.  Two  courses,  of  six  lectures  each, 
were  delivered  during  the  year.  As  an  outgrowth  of  these  lecture 
courses,  the  graduates  of  the  high  school,  under  the  direction  of  the 
superintendent,  organized  themselves  into  an  Educational  Society, 
having  for  its  object  the  promoting  of  the  educational  interests  of  the 
city.  This  society,  from  its  first  organiza.tion,  contributed  largely  to 
the  success  of  the  University  Extension  work.  But  a  more  difficult 
problem,  the  establishing  of  a  public  library,  soon  invited  the  atten- 
tion of  the  young  people  composing  the  society.  Difficult  as  the 
problem  seemed,  its  solution  was  undertaken,  and,  as  the  result  of 
their  labors,  in  less  than  a  3'ear,  a  Public  Library,  containing  more 
than  a  thousand  volumes  has  been  established. 


HAERISBUKG— L.  O.  Foose. 

The  new  high  school  building  of  this  city  was  first  occupied  when 
the  school  opened  last  September. 

From  time  immemorial  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  high  school  have 
occupied  separate  buildings,  and  constituted  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, separate  schools,  each  with  its  own  corps  of  teachers.  On  this 
occasion  the  two  schools  with  their  teachers  were  united  into  one 
school  in  the  new  building,  with  Mr.  J.  Howard  Wert,  principal  of 
the  former  boys'  school,  as  principal. 

The  young  people  were  seated  by  classes,  without  regard  to  sex, 
and  haA'e  continued  to  study  and  recite  together  ever  since.  Serious 
results  were  predicted  by  persons  opposed  to  the  co-education  of  the 
sexes,  but  nothing  of  a  serious  character  has  yet  transpired.  The  re- 
lations of  the  young  people  have  been  mutually  beneficial.  Each  sex 
has  had  a  restraining  influence  upon  the  other,  and  each  stimulated 
the  other  to  more  assiduity  in  study,  and  to  greater  effort  in  main- 
taining a  creditable  standing  in  the  class  and  school. 

The  attendance  of  the  pupils  during  the  year  has  been  remarkable. 
Heretofore  it  was  customary  for  many  to  drop  out  before  the  end  of 
the  year,  but  thus  far  only  a  few  have  left,  and  their  places  have  been 
taken  by  others  who,  from  time  to  time,  have  entered. 

Forty-five  graduated  from  the  school,  and  about  two  hundred  en- 
tered it  from  the  grammar  schools  and  from  other  sources  during  the 
year,  and  when  the  session  ended  in  June,  the  enrolment  was  over 
fiA'e  hundred. 
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Three  courses  of  study  have  been  pursued:  A  classical,  a  scientific, 
and  a  business  course,  with  sufficient  latitude  in  the  line  of  optional, 
or  interchangeable  studies  in  the  respective  courses  to  meet  the  nec- 
essary requirements  of  the  community  in  this  respect.  These  courses 
prepare  for  more  advanced  schools,  as  well  as  for  the  active  duties  of 
life. 

Free  Text  Books, 

Free  text  books  were  in  use  in  all  of  the  schools  during  the  past 
year.  It  is  too  soon  yet  to  say  much  about  the  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages resulting  therefrom. 

One  very  great  advantage  alluded  to  by  the  teachers,  is  that  the 
books  were  on  hand  for  use  at  all  times.  Heretofore  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  and  at  other  times,  when  it  was  necessary  for  pupils  to 
have  new  or  more  advanced  books,  weeks  and  even  months  passed 
by  before  all  the  members  of  the  classes  were  pro\aded  with  them. 
Much  time  was  thus  lost  both  to  the  teacher  and  to  the  pupil.  This  is 
all  obviated  now.  Another  advantage  is  the  variety  which  can 
now  be  given  to  the  work,  by  the  use  of  different  books  on  the  same 
subjects,  as  the  cost  to  the  school  board  will  be  about  the  same 
whether  the  number  of  books  used  on  a  given  subject  belong  to  one, 
or  more  than  one  series.  And  still  another  advantage  is  that  the  at- 
tendance at  school  is  larger  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case,  be- 
cause the  books  are  free.  The  money  needed  heretofore  to  buy  books 
can  now  be  used  to  buy  clothing  and  other  necessaries  which  will 
enable  parents  to  keep  their  children  much  longer  in  school.  This 
is  substantiated  by  the  fact  that  the  increase  in  attendance  for  the 
last  year  was  more  than  twice  the  average  annual  increase  for  the 
past  ten  years.  Taking  all  these  things  into  account,  the  free  use  of 
the  books  by  the  pupils  has  been  a  very  decided  covenience,  and  has 
enabled  us  to  do  more  for  the  children  in  the  same  time. 

There  are  also  disadvantages  to  the  use  of  free  books.  There  is 
always  more  or  less  danger  of  transmitting  diseases  by  children  suc- 
cessively using  the  same  books  from  year  to  year.  It  is  also  unpleas- 
ant and  sometimes  revolting  for  children  of  delicate  sensibilities  and 
tidy  habits  to  receive  well  worn  and  badly  soiled  books.  Our  board 
tries  to  overcome  or  minimize  these  disadvantages,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, by  destroying  all  books  known  to  have  been  subject  to  contamin- 
ation by  disease,  and  by  covering  all  books,  at  their  own  expense, 
before  they  are  placed  in  the  childrens'  hands,  and  of  renewing  these 
covers  whenever  found  necessary,  in  order  that  the  books  may  be  kept 
as  clean  and  fresh  as  possible.  Another  disadvantage  arises  from  the 
fact  that  pupils  have  no  books  at  their  homes  for  reference  or  use 
during  vacations,  and  after  they  have  permanently  left  school.  No  dif- 
ference how  much  they  may  be  disposed  to  review  or  continue  their 


152  Public  Instruction.  [Off.  Doc. 

studies  they  hare  no  books  at  their  command  for  this  purpose.  The 
result  will  be  that  nearly  all  study  will  cease  at  the  close  of  school 
life,  and  in  a  few  years  much,  if  not  most,  that  has  been  acquired  in 
school  will  be  forgotten  or  become  of  little  or  no  service  for  want  of 
the  necessary  review  to  keep  it  fresh.  Some  way,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  be  found  in  the  future  to  better  this  state  of  affairs. 

Mght  Schools. 

Five  night  schools  were  maintained  during  the  year.  The  pupils 
were  very  largely  those  who  formerly  attended  the  day  schools  and 
were  desirous  of  receiving  further  instruction.  This  was  the  most 
successful  attempt  thus  far  made  with  night  schools. 

Savings  Bank. 

Some  years  ago  one  of  our  leading  and  well-established  banking 
houses  opened  a  savings  department,  which  was  endorsed  by  the 
school  board  and  quite  largely  patronized  by  pupils  of  the  schools. 
Deposits  are  made  by  the  purchase  of  stamps.  These  are  pasted  upon 
a  card,  or  in  a  small  book,  which  is  exchanged  at  the  bank  for  a  pass 
book.  This  pass  book  gives  the  depositor's  account  with  the  bank. 
This  system  answers  all  the  practical  purposes  of  the  school  savings 
bank  and  dispenses  with  the  usual  accounting  required  of  the  school 
authorities  where  these  banks  are  conducted  by  them.  Interest  is 
paid  on  deposits  if  allowed  to  remain  in  the  bank  one  year.  The 
children  in  the  schools  are  encouraged  to  become  depositors.  The 
deposits  they  have  made  have  become  very  helpful  to  many  in  times  of 
want 

Xew  Buildings. 

A  new  eight-room  building  is  now  in  process  of  erection  on  the  site 
of  the  Penn  building,  which  was  unfit  for  further  use.  It  will  be  a 
substantial  building  and  will  contain  all  modern  conveniences.  An 
addition  of  six  rooms  is  also  being  erected  at  the  Maclay  building  and 
one  of  four  rooms  at  the  Webster  building.  These  additions  will  be 
furnished  with  modern  appliances  also. 

Accommodations  will  thus  be  furnished  for  several  hundred  child- 
ren, who  are  now  very  much  inconvenienced  in  their  attendance  at 
school. 
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HAZLETON— David  A.  Harman. 

The  year  just  passed  has  been  one  of  considerable  prosperity  to  ihn 
public  schools  of  our  city.  The  board  of  controllers  has  manifested 
much  interest  in  all  departments  of  our  work  and  has  been  very  lib- 
eral towards  them.  They  expended  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  the 
construction  and  equipment  of  a  high  school  building  that  is  elegant 
in  design  and  finish,  and  thoroughly  modern  in  its  appointments  and 
arrangement. 

A  careful  selection  of  text  books  was  made  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  and  an  ample  supply'  of  all  other  material  necessary  for  the 
schools  was  purchased. 

The  salaries  of  all  recommended  teachers  were  increased  from  two 
and  a  half  to  five  dollars  a  month  each. 

The  work  in  the  schools  has  been  satisfactory  in  many  respects. 
There  are  some  defects,  however,  for  which  the  lack  of  individual 
teaching  is  responsible.  The  greatest  care  must  be  exercised  by 
teachers  of  graded  schools  lest  the  system  become  of  more  importance 
than  the  child. 

Certain  pages  must  be  passed  over;  a  particular  book  is  to  be  fin- 
ished; the  class  is  to  be  instructed;  the  grade  must  be  promoted;  no 
deviation  from  the  program  can  be  allowed;  the  course  of  study  is 
inflexible — these  are  some  of  the  general  characteristics  of  the  closely 
graded  schools.  In  all  these  things  we  give  our  teachers  liberty  and 
yet  some  of  them  do  not  appreciate  their  privileges  nor  recogaize 
their  duty  in  the  matter.  They  would  be  much  better  satisfied  were 
there  a  daily  program  prepared  for  them  in  which  so  much  of  .'>ach 
branch  was  to  be  taught.  Skilled,  earnest  and  conscientious  teachers 
want  the  liberty  to  do  their  work  in  their  own  way,  assigning  such 
lessons  as  are  best  adapted  to  the  classes,  thus  giving  them  an  op- 
portunity to  offer  a  suggestion  or  a  word  of  encouragement  to  the 
weak  or  timid  members  of  the  class,  while  the  more  capable  are  fitting 
themselves  for  advanced  grade  work. 

The  exposition  of  work  this  year  was  held  in  the  high  school  build- 
ing. We  kept  it  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  public  for  several  days. 
Probably  nothing  has  done  more  to  enlighten  our  citizens  on  the 
character  of  the  school  work  than  this  annual  exhibition.  We  now 
make  it  complete,  embracing  every  grade  from  the  lowest  to  the  gradu- 
ating class  of  the  high  school,  and  every  branch  of  the  course  of  study. 

The  newly  installed  board  of  school  controllers  will  doubtless  carry 
on  the  progressive  line  of  work  of  the  board  of  1893-4,  so  that  our 
prospects  for  the  year  upon  which  we  have  entered  are  encouraging. 
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HAZLE  TOWNSHIP,  LUZEKXE  COUNTY— John  J.  Mulhall. 

In  submitting  our  annual  report  for  the  school  year  of  1893-94,  we 
will  not  attempt  to  lay  the  flattering  unction  to  our  souls  that  the 
acme  of  educational  perfection  has  been  at  length  reached  in  Hazle 
township,  or  that  in  point  of  progress,  success,  etc,  the  term  just  closed 
has  outstripped  all  that  have  gone  before.  A  becoming  modesty,  not 
to  speak  of  a  wholesome  fear  of  overstepping  the  truth,  would  deter 
us  from  making  any  such  claims.  A  knowledge  too  of  the  abilities, 
scholarship,  and  professional  skill  of  the  many  excellent  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  taught  in  this  district  in  former  years,  many  of  whom 
are  now  engaged  in  other  pursuits  and  professions,  would  hardl}^  jus- 
tify us  in  claiming  for  our  present  force  of  teachers  superiority  over 
that  of  any  preceding  corps.  Honor  to  whom  honor  is  due  should  be 
the  motto.  Recognizing  therefore  the  merits  and  accomplishments 
of  the  teachers  of  other  days,  I  feel  that  I  can  truthfully  say  that,  on 
the  whole,  good  work,  and  in  many  eases,  superior  work,  has  been 
done  in  the  township  during  the  past  term.  Most  of  our  teachers 
have  been  earnest  and  conscientious  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties;  they  have  honestly  endeavored  to  do  the  best  they  could  for 
their  pupils  under  the  circumstances;  they  have  manifested  a  com- 
mendable and  willing  promptness  to  receive  and  act  on  all  sugges- 
tions intended  to  advance  our  schools;  and  our  directors  have  been 
liberal  in  paying  fair  wages  and  in  furnishing  the  district  with  all 
necessary  books  and  supplies. 

So  far  as  these  things  are  concerned,  there  is  nothing  to  complain 
of  but  much  indeed  for  which  to  be  thankful.  We  are  thankful  too 
and  highly  appreciate  them,  and  while  it  might  be  pleasanter,  and 
perhaps  more  politic,  to  praise  everything  and  condemn  nothing,  still 
an  annual  report,  if  it  is  to  be  of  any  good  at  all,  should,  I  think,  ex- 
hibit some  of  that  good  in  calling  attention  to  the  weak  points  of  a 
system  or  district  as  well  as  always  extolling  the  strong  ones.  Indeed 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  weak  ones  should  receive  more  than  a  passing 
notice,  so  that  if  any  exist,  a  sincere  and  well-meant  effort  may  be 
made  to  have  them  corrected.  Impressed,  therefore,  with  this 
notion,  candor  and  a  fraternal  interest  in  the  welfare  of  many  of  my 
fellow  teachers,  compel  me  to  refer  to  one  particularly  objectionable 
feature  in  country  districts,  and  that  is  the  insecurity  of  the  teacher's 
position,  the  uncertainty  of  the  tenure. 

This  is  one  of  the  greatest  evils  that  afflict  township  schools. 
Everj'  successive  year  one  or  more  good  teachers  faU  to  get  a  reap- 
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pointment  and  are  forced  out  for  no  reason  at  all  but  simply  to  make 
room  for  others  more  favored,  or  who  appear  to  have  stronger  in- 
fluences, political  or  otherwise.  The  changes  of  politics  and  of  direct- 
ors very  often  bring  with  them  corresponding  changes  in  the  teaching 
force,  and  in  these  respects  the  life  of  the  average  township  teacher 
is  an  unenviable  one  at  the  best. 

The  prospects,  too,  for  a  betterment  of  these  conditions  in  the  near 
future,  unless  something  be  done  in  the  meantime  to  protect  good 
teachers  in  their  positions,  do  not  appear  to  be  altogether  encourag- 
ing. The  supply  of  teaching  material  from  all  quarters  is  greatly  in 
excess  of  the  demand,  and  taking  one  thing  with  another,  the  tenure 
of  many  a  good  and  faithful  teacher  is  veiy  uncertain  indeed.  No 
other  element  exercises  a  more  vicious,  a  more  demoralizing  influence 
upon  our  schools  than  does  this  one  thing;  nor  does  any  other  single 
factor  tend  to  make  the  business  of  teaching  so  distasteful  to  intelli- 
gent men  and  women.  And  why  shouldn't  it?  The  expectation  and 
fear  of  losing  your  position  every  year,  of  being  deprived  of  the  means 
of  earning  a  living  at  your  usual  occupation,  is  not  indeed  a  pleasant 
anticipation  for  any  person  to  contemplate.  And  yet  that  is  the  sit- 
uation in  which  a  large  percentage  of  the  teachers  of  Pennsylvania 
find  themselves  from  one  yearns  end  to  another. 

The  result  of  such  a  course  must  in  the  end  be  disastrous  to  the  wel- 
fore  and  progress  of  many  schools,  for  where  so  much  uncertainty 
exists,  bright  young  men  and  women  contemplating  these  unpalatable 
facts,  will  endeavor  to  get  out  of  a  profession  which  offers  so  little  of 
security  to  them,  and  cast  their  fortunes  and  their  talents  in  other 
lines  and  other  fields.  The  logical  conclusion  to  all  this  must  be  an 
inferior  class  of  teachers,  for  like  the  laws  which  appear  to  govern 
the  financial  world,  and  inferior  currency  will  always  drive  out  a 
superior  one,  if  the  latter  is  not  wisely  and  well  protected  by  strong 
and  proper  safeguards. 

Unwise,  therefore,  and  unjust  as  the  removal  of  a  good  and  faithful 
teacher  to  make  room  for  another  is,  still  in  justice  to  our  directors, 
I  must  say  that  they  are  not  altogether  responsible  for  such  a  con- 
dition. This  practice  had  its  origin  years  ago  and  it  has  been  so  long 
in  vogue  now  that  to  depart  from  it  would  require  on  the  part  of 
school  directors  an  act  of  almost  pure,  unadulterated  heroism. 

They  themselves  very  often  deplore  the  stern  necessity  which  com- 
pels them  to  remove  any  teacher  without  cause,  and  yet  sometimes 
it  is  very  hard  for  them  to  get  out  of  it.  They  are  subject  to  very 
strong  pressure.  The  appeals  of  sympathy,  the  importunities  of  ac- 
quaintances, the  claims  of  relationship  and  friendship,  the  demands 
of  politicians,  every  power,  every  persuasion  are  brought  to  bear  upon 
directors,  so  that  it  is  well  nigh  impossible  for  them  to  resist  these 
powerful  influences,  these  strong  appeals.     If  the  rule  to  retain  good 
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and  tried  teachers  were  once  established,  and  I  am  almost  convinced 
that  it  can  never  be  established  in  townships,  except  through  the 
strong  arm  of  the  law,  it  v/ould  do  awa}-  with  all  this.  Uirectors 
would  not  then  be  hampered  and  handicapped  as  they  now  are  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties;  good  teachers  would  be  safe  from  removal; 
the  onward  march  of  popular  education  would  be  undisturbed;  and 
township  schools  everywhere  would  feel  the  beneficent  effects  of  such 
a  regulation. 

There  is  a  wide  field  for  reform  in  this  direction,  and  to  bring  it 
about  is  a  work  which  might  well  engage  the  attention  and  the 
thought  of  every  man  and  of  all  friends  and  supporters  of  the  public 
schools. 


HOMESTEAD— John  C.  Kendall. 

Only  thirteen  years  old.  Homestead  is  as  well  known  to  the  lalx)r 
world  as  Braddock,  Johnstown,  Bethlehem  or  even  larger  towns  or 
cities. 

Its  i)opulatiou  in  1880  was  five  hundred;  now  ten  thousand. 

From  the  first  none  but  progressive  men  have  been  elected  school 
directors.  To  them  and  the  intelligent  mechanic  we  owe  the  erection 
of  four  commodious  brick  school  houses,  containing  forty  rooms,  with 
a  seating  capacitj'  of  over  seventeen  hundred  pupils.  All  are  supplied 
with  the  best  seats  and  sufficient  apparatus.  The  value  of  school 
houses,  grounds  and  apparatus  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  thous- 
and dollars. 

A  regular  high  school  course  is  adopted,  covering  four  j-ears,  and  is 
becoming  one  of  the  strongest  features  of  our  schools.  Over  ninety 
pupils  are  in  attendance.  None  but  competent  persons  are  employed 
in  their  instruction.  The  departments  of  mathematics,  English, 
science  and  history  are  given  careful  attention.  Pupils  completing 
the  course  are  well  prepared  for  business  or  a  collegiate  education. 

The  greater  number  of  our  teachers  are  carefully  trained  befoi-e 
being  employed  here.  We  reap  the  benefits  of  the  State  Normal  and 
other  professional  schools  as  well  as  practical  experience.  Here  all 
are  required  to  attend  teachers'  and  grade  meetings ;  also  to  visit  lead- 
ing schools  in  the  city  and  elsewhere  to  observe  critical  teaching. 
Those  are  powerful  factors  to  insure  high  grade  teaching. 

Through  the  kindness  of  my  board,  I  was  given  leave  of  absence 
last  November  to  -visit  loading  schools  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  New  Haven 
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and  Hartford,  Conn.,  Springfield,  Chelsea,  and  Boston,  Mass.,  and  Paw- 
tucket  and  Providence,  R  I. 

I  was  kindly  received  by  the  school  men  of  the  East,  who  gave  me 
most  valuable  information  in  all  the  grades  of  instruction  for  the  pub- 
lic schools. 

I  believe  we  succeeded  best  by  careful  visitation  and  interchange 
of  methods  of  teaching.  Try  it.  It  will  cost  something,  but  it  will 
yield  big  pay  to  the  beginner  as  well  as  to  the  veteran  teacher. 

Free  text  books  were  used  last  school  term  with  success,  and  I 
think  will  increase  in  efficiency.  I  am  sorry  to  state  that  it  failed  to 
bring  to  school  the  average  truant  or  "stay  at  home."  A  compulsory 
school  law  is  the  only  means  to  bring  him  to  school.  I  am  sorry  the 
compulsory  school  bill  of  1893  did  not  become  a  law. 

Will  not  our  law-makers  put  it  on  the  statute  books  the  coming 
session  of  the  Legislature  ? 

I  think  the  teachers  of  this  Commonwealth  share  this  opinion  Avith 


HUNTINGDON— W.  M.  Benson. 

In  submitting  this,  my  first  report,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
our  schools  have  not  only  sustained  their  former  reputation,  but  that 
we  have  been  moving  on  with  the  steady  flow  of  improvement.  The 
work  for  the  year  is  done  and  I  am  glad  to  say  it,  has  been  well  done. 

The  board  has  shown  wisdom  and  judgment  in  the  selection  of  a 
corps  of  teachers  in  which  there  were  no  failures  even  in  part. 

The  free  text  books  and  supplies  have  proven  invaluable  to  our 
schools.  Attendance  has  been  increased  and  efficiency  in  work  se- 
cured. 

The  expense  of  these  books  and  supplies  was  rather  heavy,  but  I 
firmly  believe  that  without  them  it  is  impossible  for  the  public  schools 
to  completely  fill  their  mission. 

All  our  teachers  attended  the  joint  borough  and  county  institute. 

We  also  held  a  borough  institute  in  March,  which  attracted  much 
attention  and  aroused  quite  a  good  bit  of  interest.  Seventy-five  teach- 
ers were  enrolled,  some  of  whom  came  a  distance  of  forty  miles  to 
attend  the  sessions. 

The  senior  class  prepared  a  special  literary  program  immediately 
preceding  the  holiday  vacation  which  attracted  the  attention  of  quite 
a  number  of  patrons  nnd  gave  the  class  needed  pra^^tir-e  as  well  as 
confidence  in  themselves 
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During  the  term,  in  many  of  the  schools,  special  literary  programs 
were  arranged  and  carried  out. 

It  has  been  my  constant  aim  to  raise  the  schools  to  a  higher  grada- 
tion and  more  thorough  work,  realizing  that  it  is  impossible  to  "rest 
upon  our  oars"  without  losing  in  life's  mad  race. 


JOHNSTOWj^— T.  B.  Johnston. 

We  have  little  of  special  interest  to  report  for  the  school  year  just 
closed  concerning  the  public  schools  of  this  city,  unless  we  except  im- 
provements in  the  way  of  new  school  houses  now  under  way,  costing 
thousands  of  dollars. 

Modifications  of  our  system,  not  radical  changes,  are  made  quietly 
from  time  to  time,  as  appear  desirable — these  constitute  progress. 

The  enrolment  of  pupils,  thirty-eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight  for 
the  year,  shows  the  usual  increase  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  over  the 
previous  year,  while  four  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  visits 
by  parents  to  the  schools  prove  the  interest  of  our  people  in  education 
is  not  lagging. 

Arbor  Day  was  appropriately  celebrated  by  aU  the  schools,  and  a 
pleasant  and  profitable  occasion  it  proved  to  be,  judged  by  the  inter- 
est manifested  by  pupils  and  the  public. 

A  public  concert,  the  first,  was  given  by  the  school  children  at  the 
close  of  the  term.  It  was  designed  to  show  at  this  time  the  method 
of  instruction  as  well  as  the  proficiency^  of  the  children  in  music. 
Five  hundred  pupils  took  part,  each  grade  being  represented  by  a  class 
of  sixty.  The  concert  was  given  in  the  afternoon  for  the  benefit  of 
the  school  children  when  two  thousand  of  them  were  present,  and 
again  at  night  for  adults  when  hundreds  were  unable  to  gain  admis- 
sion. 

That  the  pupils  acquitted  themselves  weU  and  that  the  study  of 
music  in  our  schools  has  received  an  impetus  there  is  no  doubt.  A 
line  from  the  press  of  the  city,  which  without  exception  praised  it 
enthusiastically,  may  not  be  out  of  place:  "In  every  way,  from  every 
point  of  view,  the  first  children's  concert  was  a  most  pronounced  sue 
cess;  each  number  on  the  programme  evoked  repeated  applause  from 
the  large  audience  which  filled  every  available  seat  in  the  house  and 
stood  in  the  aisles." 

At  commencement,  at  which  time  a  class  of  twelve  was  graduated, 
the  only  drawback  each  year  is  that  our  opera  houses,  holding  two 
thousand  people,  are  not  large  enough. 


Public  School  Building,  Johnstown. 
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A  new  brick  school  building  of  eight  rooms  is  in  co;^ .  .on 

in  the  eighth  ward;  a  four-room  brick  in  the  sixteen  o,  a 

four-room  brick  addition  to  one  of  the  buildings  in  ward. 

The  last  two  will  be  ready  by  September,  and  the  f    .  .December. 

Within  a  period  of  four  years  the  city  will  have  add-  ,  e  first  class 
school  houses,  giving  accommodations  for  thirty-six  j.ools,  a  record 
probably  not  surpassed  by  any  city  of  equal  size  in  t'     Commonwealth. 


LANOASTEE— K   X.  Buehrle. 

In  a  well-established  school  system,  such  as  that  which  our  city 
enjoys,  the  changes  made  from  year  to  year  are  necessarily  few,  and 
the  reports  made  to  the  department  must  either  be  brief  or  contain 
repetitions. 

Buildings. — The  growth  of  this  city  is  not  very  rapid,  and  yet  our 
school  room  accommodation  has  not  kept  pace  with  it.  The  greatest 
sufferer  in  this  respect  is  the  girls'  high  school,  where  it  is  simply 
impos.sible  to  do  the  best,  or  even  good,  work  undier  present  circum- 
stances; but  in  all  our  grades,  the  number  of  pupils  in  attendance 
on  a  school  is  too  large. 

The  average  annual  enrolment  per  teacher  (counting  the  temporary 
assistants),  was  66  in  the  primary  grade  (in  which  all  the  apprentices 
teach),  61  in  the  intermediate,  64  in  the  secondary  and  53  in  the  gram- 
mar. This  condition  of  things  will,  however,  be  somewhat  relieved 
next  term,  as  a  new  six-room  building  is  rapidly  approaching  com- 
pletion. It  should  also  be  stated  that  all  our  schools  are  furnished 
with  single  desks,  that  the  rooms  are  large  and  well-lighted,  and  lib- 
erally supplied  with  apparatus,  including  the  best  of  slate  black 
boards.  ,        i        | 

Studies. 

The  most  notable  change  during  this  term  was  the  introduction  of 
vocal  music  into  all  the  schools,  except  the  high  (in  which  a  special 
teacher  has  had  charge  of  this  subject  for  a  number  of  years),  to  be 
taught  by  the  regular  teacher;  however,  under  the  general  direction 
of  the  musical  instructor. 

Evening  Schools. 

Under  the  direction  of  Mr.  H.  A.  Schroyer,  the  efficient  and  en- 
thusiastic chairman  of  the  night  school  committee,  these  schools  have 
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a^jmed  large  proportions,  and  instruction  is  now  given  in  book- 
kee^g  and  L  "nited  States  History,  in  addition  to  the  ordinaiy 
bran\es.  The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  has  reached  450  and  the  ex- 
penses foj  tiche  >rs'  salaries  alone  $350  per  month.  There  is  no  good 
reason  why  ptfjJs  who  have  passed  through  the  lower  grades,  and 
whose  straitened  circumstances  require  them  to  work  during  the  or- 
inary  school  hours,  should  not  have  schools  of  proper  grade  provided 
for  them  in  the  evening. 

We  teach  little  children  to  laboriously  read  simple  literature,  and 
then  fondly  imagine  we  have  provided  "the  thorough  system  of  public 
instruction"  ordered  by  the  Constitution  of  1874.  The  law  contem- 
plates education  by  the  State  to  be  continued  up  to  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  while  the  public  schools,  esjjecially  in  cities  and  towns,  enroll  very 
few  pupils  over  eighteen.  Of  our  5,227  pupils,  2,297,  or  about  three- 
fifths  of  the  whole  number,  are  in  the  grades  covering  the  first  two 
years  of  school  life — of  an  average  age  of  eight  years  at  most.  The 
next  grade,  covering  the  third  and  fourth  years,  contains  1,282,  or 
about  one-fourth  of  the  whole  number,  averaging  ten  years  of  ago, 
that  is  to  say,  3,579  out  of  the  5,227  attend  the  grades  usually  known 
as  the  primary,  leaving  only  1,648,  or  about  three-tenths  of  the  whole 
number,  in  the  grammar  and  high  school  grades,  between  the  years  of 
ten  and  eighteen.  From  these  facts,  which  I  believe  are  as  favorable 
as  those  of  any  other  city  of  the  Commonwealth,  it  will  be  easily  seen 
that  the  State's  educational  work  is  entirely  too  limited  in  its  scope, 
reaching  mostly  little  children,  who  because  of  their  tender  age  are  in- 
capable of  receiving  instniction  adequate  in  kind  and  content  to  fir 
them  properly  for  intelligent  citizenship. 


LEBANON— Cyrus  Boger. 


As  our  board  of  control  had  previously  made  all  school  supplies  and 
text  books  free  except  geographies  and  histories,  it  was  easy  to  comply 
with  the  last  act  of  the  Legislature  on  this  subject. 

The  remodeling  of  the  Fair  view  building,  couA'erting  it  from  a  four- 
room  to  an  eight-room  house,  has  prevented  a  much  needed  re-adjust- 
ment of  salaries.  The  teachers  of  boys  are  still  paid  from  two  to  five 
dollars  less  a  month  than  those  of  the  girls.  In  these  days  the  com- 
m.on  school  education  of  a  girl  differs  in  no  respect  from  that  of  a  boy. 
both  follow  the  same  course  of  study;  both  submit  to  the  same  tests 
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for  promotion;  <and  both  must  prepare  equally  for  the  stern  realities 
of  life.     Why  should  there  be  a  difference  in  their  pay? 

During  the  winter  we  had  an  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever.  Necessar- 
ily the  attendance  in  some  of  the  schools  was  largely  reduced.  To 
prevent  the  schools  from  aiding  in  spreading  the  contagion,  all  in- 
fected books  were  burned,  and  all  the  school  rooms  were  thoroughly 
disinfected. 

The  results  of  the  final  examination  proved  that  the  schools  made 
commendable  progress  in  all  lines  of  work.  The  commencement  ex- 
ercises of  the  thirty  graduates  of  the  high  school  showed  that  this 
institution  is  doing  a  noble  work. 

A  deeply  felt  want  in  our  schools  is  books  for  supplementary  read- 
ing. As  soon  as  pupils  have  learned  to  read  they  should  be  furnished 
the  means  of  reading  to  learn.  Suitable  reading  matter  being  sup- 
plied from  grade  to  grade,  a  taste  for  good  literature  will  be  acquired 
in  school,  Avhich  will  be  a  guiding  star  in  all  future  life. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  hearty  co-operation  of  parents,  teachers, 
press,  and  board  of  control  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the 
schools. 


LOCK  HAVEN— John  A.  Eobb. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  report  that  the  public  schools  of  Loclv: 
Haven  were  in  a  prosperous  condition  during  the  past  year. 

Whilst  the  march  of  progress  has  not  been  so  rapid  as  in  other 
years,  yet  the  steady  advance  and  the  constant  desire  for  something 
better  in  results  have  been  a  constant  inspiration. 

The  harmony  existing  in  every  part  of  our  school  system,  and  the 
earnest  co-operation  of  teachers  with  the  superintendent  have  been 
the  sure  prelude  to  success. 

Our  teachers  are  conscientious,  earnest  and  faithful  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties,  and  have  shown  a  deep  professional  interest  in  their 
work. 

During  the  past  year,  the  board  erected  an  elegant  eight-room 
school  building  in  the  first  ward.  It  is  well  lighted  and  ventilated, 
and  supplied  with  ample  slate  blackboard  surface,  patent  furniture 
and  necessary  apparatus. 

If  the  purpose  of  education  is  to  make  children  intelligent,  and  to 
icultivate  in  them  a  love  of  study  and  of  books,  the  introduction  of 
supplementary  reading  matter  into  schools  must  be  regarded  as  a  most 
11  6-94 
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important  step  in  the  right  direction.  The  text  books  alone  are  in- 
sufficient; they  must  be  supplemented  by  interesting  reading  matter, 
descriptiye  or  explanatory  of  what  is  briefly  stated  in  them. 

This  is  especially  true  of  our  text  books  on  geography  and  history. 
They  are  for  the  most  part  too  concisely  written  to  enable  the  pupil 
to  form  in  his  imagination  a  picture  of  what  is  described.    The  con- 
sequence is,  a  learning  of  mere  words,  and  a  loss  of  all  intere.«st  in 
study. 

Realizing  this,  the  school  board  purchased  a  quantity  of  supple- 
mentary reading  matter  for  our  schools.  The  results  have  clearly 
demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  the  step. 

Some  of  our  schools,  in  the  primary  and  secondary  departments, 
are  too  much  crowded,  both  for  the  health  of  the  pupils  and  for  their 
advancement.  Each  pupil  cannot  receive  that  personal  attention 
which  he  ought  to  have,  and  which  should  be  given  at  least  in  primary 
grades. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  every  two  weeks.  Methods  of  teach- 
ing, and  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  government  and  management 
of  schools,  were  some  of  the  subjects  of  discussion.  These  meetings 
were  interesting,  and  had  a  healthful  influence  upon  our  schools. 

The  Superintendent  has  been  very  much  encouraged  in  his  work  by 
the  uniform  support  of  the  board  in  suggestions  for  the  improvement 
of  the  schools. 


LOTN^ER  MERIOX  TOWNSHIP,  MONTGOMERY  CO.— J.  I.  Robb. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  the  schools  of  our  township  have 
done  better  work  during  the  past  year  than  ever  before.  The  work 
in  drawing  has  shown  the  greatest  improvement.  Miss  Ella  L.  Rich- 
ardson met  our  teachers  in  September  and  gave  them  very  valuable 
instruction  in  drawing.  She  explained  White's  New  System  and 
gave  them  practical  lessons.  Her  enthusiasm  and  strong  personality 
inspired  our  teachers  to  put  forth  their  best  efforts. 

We  have  teachers'  meetings  the  third  Friday  afternoon  of  each 
month.  At  these  meetings  we  discuss  the  practical  work  of  our 
schools  and  some  professional  subjects.  To  encourage  the  profetsionaJ 
side  of  our  work  we  have,  with  the  aid  of  the  board,  established  a 
professional  library.  It  now  contains  about  seventy-five  volumes.  The 
teaching  of  geography  has  been  very  much  improved  by  the  careful 
study  of  some  of  the  latest  works  on  methods  in  geography.     The  sup- 
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plementary  reading  in  history  and  geography  has  increased  the  inter- 
est in  those  subjects. 

During  the  next  year  we  expect  to  establish  for  our  township  a 
central  high  school  with  a  three  years'  course.  We  have  been  doing 
high  school  work  in  four  schools,  but  the  work  could  not  be  done  sat- 
isfactorily with  small  classes  and  with  as  little  time  as  the  teacher 
could  devote  to  the  subjects.  The  expense  connected  with  going  to  a 
central  high  school  will  cause  it  to  meet  with  some  opposition,  but  we 
hope  in  the  near  future  to  be  allowed  to  pay  the  traveling  expenses  of 
those  having  to  travel  long  distances. 

During  the  past  year  our  schools  were  supplied  with  new  maps  and 
much  needed  apparatus.  Free  text  books  and  supplies  did  not  effect 
our  district,  as  all  books  and  supplies  have  been  purchased  by  the  dis- 
trict for  many  j^ears. 

Onl}^  three  of  our  teachers  hold  provisional  certificates. 

It  is  not  possible  to  review  the  whole  work  of  our  schools  during  the 
past  year,  but  it  is  sufficient  to  note  that  every  factor  in  our  educa- 
tional system  has  been  active  during  the  year.  All  connected  with 
the  work  have  been  trying  to  give  the  children  of  our  district  the  best 
possible  educational  advantages. 

At  the  end  of  the  school  year  our  secretary,  Thomas  McCuUy,  re- 
tired from  the  school  board.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 
board  since  1858,  except  three  years,  when  he  was  county  commis- 
sioner. 


McKEESPORT— H.  F.  Brooks. 

One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-four  has  been  a  year  of 
marked  progress  in  the  educational  alfairs  of  our  city.  The  work 
done  by  our  teachers  has  been  of  the  very  best.  They  are  constantly 
in  search  of  something  to  help  them  in  their  work.  As  a  reward  of 
their  labors  our  board  of  education  have  taken  steps  toward  estab- 
lishing a  library  of  professional  reading  matter. 

We  have  partially  abandoned  the  examination  system  for  promotion 
in  our  schools,  and  the  results  of  the  same  are  already  seen.  We  get 
broader  and  more  thorough  teaching,  and  a  greater  desire  to  know  on 
the  part  of  our  pupils.  Previous  to  this  it  has  been  a  system  of  "pre- 
paring ware  for  the  educational  market." 

With  the  present  system  we  hope  to  create  within  our  pupils  the 
desire  for  more  knowledge  and  lead  them  to  investigate  for  them- 
selves. 
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Tlie  question  with  which  our  board  of  directors  has  to  battle  most 
is  that  of  providing  room.  The  growth  of  our  city  has  been  wonder- 
ful. We  have  been  erecting  new  school  buildings  every  few  years. 
Only  three  years  ago  we  erected  a  new  twelve-room  building,  and  one 
year  ago  a  new  eight-room  building,  and  today  all  our  buildings  are 
crowded  with  children  seeking  for  instruction.  As  a  result  of  this, 
we  have  in  process  of  erection  a  new  sixteeu-room  building.  This  we 
think  will  relieve  us  for  a  short  time  at  least. 

During  the  year  just  closing,  we  have  given  especial  attention 
to  reading.  We  believe  that  this  is  the  most  important  subject  taught 
in  the  public  schools.  There  has  been  a  tendency  to  undervalue  the 
subject  of  reading  and  to  overestimate  the  importance  of  geography, 
arithmetic,  grammar  and  history. 

Our  pupils  should  be  taught  to. look  upon  the  ability  to  read  w-el] 
as  one  of  the  most  desirable  accomplishments  that  any  one  can  pos- 
sess. We  know  that  if  our  pupils  are  able  to  read  intelligently  and  in- 
telligibly that  the  study  of  the  more  pretentious  subjects  of  our  schools 
will  be  made  much  easier.  We  have  arranged  to  use  the  "Synthetic" 
method  of  reading  in  our  primary  grades  next  3'ear  and  therefore  ex- 
pect to  do  more  effective  work.  The  work  done  in  our  high  school 
the  last  year  was  A'ery  commendable.  Next  year  we  purpose  adding 
to  our  course  of  study  the  subjects  of  chemistry  and  mechanical 
drawing.  We  have  already  made  arrangements  for  a  laboratory  and 
expect  to  create  a  new  enthusiasm  in  our  pupils  next  term  that  will 
bring  us  the  very  best  results. 

The  faithfulness  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  to  their  duties,  the  in- 
terest shown  by  the  board  in  all  things  that  will  aid  them,  have  all 
much  to  do  with  the  success  of  the  work.  The  encouragement  re- 
ceived from  the  press  and  patrons  of  the  schools,  is  a  strong  incentive 
to  those  engaged  in  the  work  to  press  forward  and  endeavor  to  bring 
up  the  schools  to  the  highest  standard.  I  cannot  close  this  report 
without  thanking  our  board  of  education  for  the  interest  they  have 
shown,  and  for  their  promptness  and  liberality  in  providing  every- 
thing needed  for  the  best  success  of  our  schools. 


MAHANOY  CITY— Frank  Seward  Miller. 

A  successful  school  term  has  passed  since  the  last  annual  report  of 
the  Mahanoy  City  schools  was  made.  The  attendance  of  pupils  wa« 
liurger  and  more  regular  than  in  other  years.     A  new  eight-room  stchool 
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building  was  erected,  furnished,  and  opened  to  use,  giving  ample  ac- 
commodations to  all  schools  but  the  high  school. 

Thirty-six  teachers  were  emploj^ed,  and  with  few  exceptions,  proved 
themselves  competent  and  faithful.  Four  night  schools  were  opened 
for  working  hoys,  and  were  well  attended  during  a  four  months'  term. 
Free  text  books  and  supplies  were  furnished  according  to  law,  and  the 
system  adopted  for  their  distribution  and  care  worked  smoothly  and 
satisfactorily. 

Communicable  diseases  were  prevalent  in  the  borough  during  two 
or  three  months  of  the  school  term,  but  their  spread  through  the 
schools  was  largely  controlled  by  the  joint  action  of  the  Board  of 
Health  and  the  school  authorities. 


MAHANOY  TOWNSHIP,  SCHUYLKILL  CO.— Frank  J.  Noonan. 

With  a  few  exceptions,  the  work  of  our  teachers  during  the  term 
just  closed  has  been  satisfactory.  "We  have  a  number  of  earnest,  con- 
scientious teachers,  and  we  are  proud  of  them;  but,  unfortunately,  we 
have  a  few  who  should  be  forced  out  of  the  profession. 

No  man,  or  set  of  men,  should  hesitate  when  the  formation  of  char- 
acter is  at  stake,  and  since  teachers  mould  children's  characters  to 
a  great  extent,  let  no  one  be  employed  in  this  capacity  whose  example 
should  not  be  followed!  Give  us  teachers  possessing  force  of  char- 
acter.   We  want  no  dawdlers. 

At  the  annual  examination  of  applicants,  forty-two  per  cent,  were 
rejected.     Only  four  new  applicants  were  granted  certificates. 

In  my  last  report  I  spoke  of  an  evening  school  in  Morea,  and  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  more  would  follow.  The  past  year  we  had  in 
operation  eleven  evening  schools  with  a  total  enrolment  of  509,  and  an 
average  attendance  of  367. 

During  the  year  a  fine  building  was  erected  at  Coles,  containing  two 
school  rooms,  a  directors'  room,  and  a  room  for  the  storing  of  books, 
apparatus  and  supplies  for  the  district. 

The  building  is  70x30  feet,  and  is  all  that  could  be  desired  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  children  of  this  little  mining  hamlet.  It  is  finished  in 
hardwood  throughout,  supplied  with  plenty  of  slate  surface,  furnished 
with  the  most  improved  furniture,  and  is  neatly  painted.  The  direct- 
ors intend  to  greatly  improve  its  surroundings  this  summer,  when  we 
shall  have  a  model  little  building.  At  Vulcan  a  new  building  was 
erected  and  supplied  as  the  above,  while  at  Park  Place  an  addition 
was  made  to  the  old  building.     These  buildings  cost  nearly  $G,000. 
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Needed  repairs  were  made  to  several  houses  and  all  were  provided 
\^dth  book  cases.  This  district  supplied  pupils  of  day  and  evening 
schools  with  necessary  books,  slates,  stationery,  etc.  Over  |3,000  were 
spent  in  this  direction.  Several  changes  were  made  in  text  books,  and, 
after  a  thorough  trial,  everyone  approves  of  the  changes  made.  A 
large  terrestrial  globe  was  placed  in  each  of  the  seventeen  buildings, 
and  all  in  need  were  supplied  with  maps  and  charts. 

My  thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  valuable  information  given, 
and  the  directors  for  their  most  liberal  support. 


IklEADVILLE— H.  V.  Hotchkiss. 

I  beg  leave,  in  this  my  annual  report,  to  review,  briefly,  the  purpose 
and  method  of  our  high  school  course  of  study. 

In  a  small  city,  with  limited  linancial  resources,  and  limited  num- 
bers of  pupils  and  teachers,  it  became  necessary  to  choose  from  a  large 
number  of  subjects,  almost  equally  valuable  for  purposes  of  education, 
the  few  which,  in  our  circumstances,  were  most  available,  therefore 
most  valuable.  It  was  not  necessary,  however,  in  making  this  selec- 
tion, that  any  mental  law  or  educational  principle  should  be  violated. 
The  work  of  development,  begun  in  the  lower  grades,  has  been  philo- 
sophically continued;  only  such  changes  being  made  as  are  necessary 
because  of  the  greater  age  and  development  of  the  pupils. 

The  course  has  been  made  to  embrace  four  distinct  lines  of  work, 
each  of  which  serves  its  particular  part  in  the  development  of  the 
pupil  taking  the  course.     They  are  as  follows: 

I,  Language  as  a  science;  n.  Mathematics;  III,  Natural  Science; 
IV,  Literature,  with  history  and  government. 

I.  The  science  of  language  has  to  do  with  form,  while  literature  has 
to  do  with  spirit.  By  the  plan  of  dividing  the  work  of  the  course  into 
four  parts,  of  equal  importance,  to  be  taken  at  the  same  time,  we  were 
forced  to  concentrate  the  study  of  Language  as  a  Science  upon  one 
language.     The  language  chosen  was  Latin. 

However  superior,  in  the  separate  sciences,  we  may  be,  at  present, 
to  classic  antiquity,  in  general  intellectual  culture,  in  acuteness  of 
thought,  and  in  ingenious  thinking  we  are  not  superior. 

Latin  and  Greek  are  the  languages  of  the  peoples  who  originated 
the  civilization  which  we  have  inherited,  and,  as  Dr.  W.  T.  Harris  well 
says,  "The  youth  is  best  helped  by  studying  the  language  in  which  the 
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Ideas  that  unconsciously  form  his  life  were  first  developed  and  ex- 
pressed." 

But  this  question  has  a  bearing  more  directly  educational.  There 
is  no  better  means  for  intellectual  development  and  discipline  than 
this  thinking,  over  and  over  again,  and  observing  the  act  of  thinking 
to  which  we  are  forced  by  the  study  of  the  classic  languages.  There 
is  something  mysterious  in  the  effect  ;  but  an  experience  of  fourteen 
years,  of  more  or  less  close  observation,  has  confirmed  it  again  and 
again.  Pupils  who  have  a  training  in  the  ancient  classics,  together 
with  the  modern  literatures  and  natural  sciences,  have  shown  time 
after  time  their  superiority  in  mental  power  over  those  who  have 
studied  the  'moderns''  without  the  classics. 

Latin  was  chosen  instead  of  any  other  language  for  the  following 
reasons :  (1.)  It  is  a  greater  aid  to  the  study  and  understanding  of  the 
modern  languages;  about  one-half  of  the  words  in  the  English  dic- 
tionary being  derived  from  the  Latin.  (2.)  It  has  greater  disciplinary 
value  because  of  its  structure.  (3.)  It  is  required  for  admission  to 
almost  all  courses  in  all  higher  schools.  (4.)  We  can,  without  diffi- 
culty, secure  teachers  who  are  well  equipped. 

II.  Mathematics,  as  a  school  study,  is  valuable  both  as  a  direct 
means  of  mental  discipline  and  as  an  aid  to  the  study  of  other 
branches  of  learning;  particularly  the  natural  sciences.  Mathematics, 
treating  of  number,  space  and  time,  must  be  the  foundation  of  all  the 
natural  sciences. 

The  chief  value  of  mathematics  as  a  school  study  is  the  occasion 
it  affords  for  exercise  in  deductive  reasoning.  Another  value,  hardly 
second  to  the  one  just  mentioned,  is  the  occasion  it  affords  for  ab- 
straction. In  all  branches  of  higher  mathematics  the  power  of  ab- 
straction, the  power  to  leave  out  details  and  to  mentally  picture  gen- 
eral conditions,  is  a  necessity.  It  is  the  possession  of  this  power 
which  distinguishes  the  organizer  of  large  enterprises  from  the  routine 
man  who  must  have  his  pattern  constantly  before  him. 

It  is  this  power  of  abstraction  and  generalization,  this  power  to 
image  conditions  which  cannot  be  seen,  that  has  made  possible  all  im- 
portant discoveries  in  science,  inventions  in  art,  and  all  beneficent 
enactments  in  the  government  of  mankind. 

The  study  of  mathematics  compels  close  attention  and  strict  ac- 
curacy both  of  thought  and  expression. 

in.  A  high  school  course  ought  to  be  arranged,  as  has  been  said 
already,  for  its  educational  value.  The  practical  value  of  the  natural 
sciences  is  so  great,  however,  that  even  were  their  educational  value 
comparatively  small  they  would  still  be  worthy  a  place  in  the  curri- 
culum. In  this  day,  it  is  not  alone  the  chemist  and  the  physicist  in 
their  laboratories,  who  resort  to  the  forces  of  nature;  but  all  men,  of 
v>'hatever  station  or  vocation,  have  recourse  to  nature's  forces,  and. 
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by  well-tried  laws,  employ  them  in  their  services.  They  employ  them, 
not  occasionally  only,  but  constantly,  and  in  the  most  ordinary  affairs 
of  life. 

Civilization,  with  its  appliances,  has  now  reached  such  a  stage  that 
a  knowledge  of  the  natural  sciences  and  of  their  useful  applications 
is  a  necessity  for  every  man  and  every  woman.  But,  however  great 
the  practical  value  of  nature  studies  may  be,  their  educational  value 
is  many  fold  greater. 

The  natural  sciences  are  primarily  the  studies  for  inductive  reason- 
ing, for  that  form  of  reasoning  v>hicli  i>asses  from  iudinduals  to 
generals;  the  reasoning  which  men  use  in  their  conduct  of  the  world's 
business.  It  is  through  these  studies,  too,  that  the  student  is  made 
acquainted  with  real  knowledge,  that  is,  knowledge  at  first  hand. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  much  of  the  work  of  the  schools  tends 
very  strongly  toward  creating  and  fostering  in  the  pupil  the  habit  of 
taking  mere  statements  for  demonstrated  facts;  of  never  feeling  the 
power  to  acquire  and  prove  knowledge  by  original  investigation.  For 
the  development  of  real  power  in  the  learner,  one  fact  worked  out  by 
himself,  through  api>eals  to  original  sources,  is  worth  volumes  of  facts 
committed  to  the  verbal  memory. 

Show  me  the  boy  or  girl  who  has  learned  to  detect  the  phenomena 
of  nature,  to  trace  them  to  their  causes,  and  from  effects  and  causes 
to  deduce  and  clearly  state  the  general  law,  and  I  will  see  a  boy  or 
girl  who  has  a  liberal  education  indeed.  On  the  other  hand,  no  matter 
how  thorough  the  training  may  be  in  other  lines,  if  the  power  of  in- 
ductive reasoning  has  not  been  cultivated,  if  the  child  has  never  ex- 
perienced the  supreme  pleasure  and  sense  of  power,  which  come  from 
original  investigation  and  discovery;  such  a  one  is  but  partially  and 
imperfectly  educated. 

IV.  The  training  of  observation,  imaging  power  and  memory;  of 
judgment,  inductive  reasoning  and  deductive  reasoning;  and  of  the 
various  forms  of  recording  and  expressing  the  facts  which  especially 
appeal  to  these  several  powers,  are,  all  of  them,  important  depart- 
ments in  education.  In  truth,  any  intelligent  scheme  of  education 
must  provide  for  all  of  them.  Yet,  if  the  work  of  education  were  to 
end  here,  unfortunate,  indeed,  would  be  its  end. 

This  limit  would  exclude  from  man's  training  all  that  appeals  to 
his  inner  spirit,  to  his  feelings,  to  the  motives  which  impel  to  all  noble 
thoughts  and  noble  deeds. 

It  is  not  knowledge  alone  that  moves  the  world,  but  ideals,  impulses 
and  incentives  which  come  from  the  appeals  made  by  the  feelings 
of  one  to  the  feelings  of  another.  These  feelings  are  expressed  by 
painting  and  by  music,  but  chiefly,  and  for  most  people,  through  lit- 
erature. 

Prof.  Woodrow  Wilson  savs:  "Literature  cnn  do  without  exact  schol- 
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arship;  but  scholarship  cannot  do  without  literature.  It  needs  litera- 
ture to  float  it,  to  set  it  current,  to  authenticate  it  tO'  the  race,  to  get 
it  out  of  closets  and  into  brains  of  men  who  stir  abroad.  Scholarship 
gets  into  literature  by  becoming  part  of  the  originating  individuality 
of  a  master  thought.  Scholarship  is  material;  it  is  not  life.  It  be- 
comes immortal  only  when  it  is  worked  upon  by  conviction,  by 
schooled  and  chastened  imagination,  by  thought  that  runs  alive  out  of 
the  inner  fountains  of  individual  insight  and  purposes." 

It  is  literature  that  opens  our  hearts,  awakens  our  sympathies,  and 
places  us  in  touch  with  all  mankind,  both  of  this  and  of  past  genera- 
tions. 

This  fourth  unit  of  our  course  of  study  will  do  more  than  any  other 
for  the  future  comfort,  pleasure,  and  positive  good  of  the  pupils  of  the 
high  school.  I  most  fully  believe  that  whatever  student  in  these 
schools  acquires  the  taste  for  good  literature  and  the  habit  of  reading- 
good  books,  has  secured  that  which  will  repay  him  a  thousand  fold 
for  all  the  time  and  money  spent  in  acquiring  them. 

This  refined  literary  taste  cannot  come  from  a  study  of  the  foreign 
languages  during  the  short  period  of  the  high  school  course.  No  per- 
son can  enter  into  the  spirit  of  a  literary  production  so  long  as  he  is 
obliged  to  consult  the  lexicon  for  the  meaning  of  one-third  or  one- 
fourth  of  the  words  which  occur  in  it.  This  power,  then,  if  it  come 
at  all  to  our  high  school  pupils,  must  come  through  the  study  of  classic 
English. 

A  brief  consideration  of  the  purposes  of  a  course  of  study  will  reveal 
the  fact  that  these  purposes  are  far-reaching.  They  embrace  the  wel- 
fare of  the  student  not  only  during  his  school  days,  but  during  all  time. 
In  view  of  this,  I  cannot  refrain  from  again  emphasizing  the  import- 
ance of  securing  only  those  persons  as  teachers,  who  by  native  ability, 
mature  judgment,  special  training  and  experience  and  high  sense  of 
honor,  are  able  to  grasp  the  problems  which  real  education  proposes 
and  to  apply  themselves  to  their  successful  solution. 

It  is  but  due  the  teachers  of  this  city  to  say  for  them,  as  a  corps, 
that  they  take  high  rank  in  professional  skill.  Visits  to  the  schools 
of  many  cities  have  failed  to  reveal  their  superiors. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  the  success  of  the  Meadville 
public  schools  is  largely' due  to  the  broad-minded,  intelligent  counsel 
and  co-operation  of  the  board  of  controllers.  For  their  liberal  policy 
and  judicious  management  they  should  have  the  thanks  of  all  tlie 
children,  the  parents  and  the  teaching  force. 


11* 
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J^nLTON— S.  O.  Goho. 

The  progress  of  our  schools  during  the  past  year  was  seriously  af- 
fected by  irregular  attendance,  caused  by  ill  health. 

The  board,  at  its  AprU  meeting,  made  vaccination  compulsoiy,  and 
for  some  weeks  the  daily  attendance  of  pupils  was  small.  Aside  from 
this  the  work  of  the  schools  was  most  satisfactory.  During  the  spring 
months  the  teachers  gave  special  attention  to  plant  and  animal  study. 
In  all  the  school  rooms  the  windows  were  crowded  with  plants  under 
conditions  favorable  for  study.  Charts  were  prepared  upon  which 
observations  were  recorded  and  specimens  mounted.  Besides  this, 
the  pupils  had  records  and  mounted  specimens  of  their  own.  The 
results  of  this  work  were  surprising.  The  children  entered  upon  the 
study  with  enthusiasm,  and  the  interest  was  sustained  to  the  last  day 
of  the  term. 

The  teachers  at  our  local  institute  reported  that  so  far  from  interfer- 
ing with  the  usual  school  studies,  the  new  study  improved  their  work 
in  almost  every  branch. 

The  course  of  study  in  the  high  school  was  revised  during  the  year 
and  made  to  embrace  four  years'  work  instead  of  three  as  formerly. 

On  the  20th,  21st  and  22d  of  May  the  West  Branch  valley  was  vis- 
ited by  a  disastrous  flood,  the  water  rising  into  five  of  our  eight  build- 
ings. This  necessitated  closing  the  schools  for  the  balance  of  the 
term,  giving  us  a  term  of  eight  months  and  eleven  days.  The  salaries 
of  the  teachers  were  paid  for  the  full  nine  months'  term. 

The  commencement  was  held  on  the  evening  of  May  31  in  the  Opera 
House.     A  class  of  thiii:y-three  was  graduated. 


MT.  CARMEI^-Samuel  H.  Dean. 

May  25  closed  our  schools  with  180  days  spent  in  very  successful 
work. 

The  week  previous  to  opening,  our  teachers  spent  four  days  train- 
ing in  drawing  under  the  skillful  teaching  of  Miss  Ella  Richardson 
of  New  York.  The  result  being  that  drawing  is  well  under  way,  and 
good  work  being  done.  The  pupils  love  this  work  and  the  interest 
makes  it  possible  to  make  progress.  Nearly  half  of  our  teachers  hold 
Normal  school  diplomas,  and  several  hold  permanent  certificates. 
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Our  active,  progressive  school  board  are  decidedly  of  the  opinion 
that  teachers  should  be  trained  for  the  work  of  leading  and  shaping 
the  immoi*tal  minds  of  our  children.  They  feel  that  no  teacher  can 
make  too  good  a  preparation.  Our  teachers  largely  feel  this,  and  are 
studying  and  reading  and  exchanging  ideas  in  their  grade  meetings 
and  our  monthly  teachers'  meeting.  Quite  a  number  of  them  are 
studying  in  a  summer  school. 

But  I  wish  very  earnestly  to  say  that  the  most  help  our  teachers 
have  received,  came  from  visiting  year  before  last  the  celebrated 
Hazleton  schools,  under  Supt.  Harmon.  We  were  royally  treated,  and 
the  teachers  feasted  on  the  various  advanced  methods  of  teachers 
who  showed  that  they  understood  child  life  and  its  proper  develop- 
ment. Last  fall  we  visited  Milton  schools,  and  Supt.  Groho  and  his 
excellent  corps  of  teachers  made  the  day  a  very  profitable  one  to  us. 

We  can  say  to  any  Superintendent  and  his  teachers  that  they  can 
truthfully  tell  their  board  that  it  will  pay. 

We  paid  our  own  expenses  and  lost  the  day  and  are  so  well  satisfied 
with  the  investment  that  we  will  do  so  again.  Hence  you  may  expect 
us. 

Our  town  is  still  growing  so  fast  that  we  know  not  what  to  do  with 
the  children. 

Hardly  was  our  present  handsome  building  up,  when  there  was  need 
of  a  large  high  school.  This  is  now  being  pushed  and  we  expect  to 
hardly  finish  it  before  another  will  be  called  for. 

We  held  three  night  schools  for  four  months,  with  a  total  attend- 
ance of  272  pupils.  All  who  visited  these  schools  were  surprised 
at  the  success  of  them.  Boys  working  in  the  breakers  all  day  put  in 
two  hours  of  hard  study.     The  order  was  perfect. 

All  along  the  line  wo  are  growing  and  seeing  better  where  to  grow 
and  how  to  grow. 

Our  people  are  not  yet  acclimated  in  the  free  text  book  climate,  and 
are  wondering  what  books  they  will  have  at  home  for  reference  books. 

They  have  taken  excellent  care  of  the  books  and  find  the  new  law  a 
wise  one. 

For  two  years  we  have  been  promoting  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  teachers,  who  counsel  freely  with  the  Superintendent.  We  pro- 
mote during  the  year  when  we  are  sure  the  child  is  ready  for  the  work. 
We  use  examinations  or  texts  to  show  the  teacher  where  he  has  not 
sufficiently  drilled  the  child,  and  to  keep  himself  from  partiality,  to 
show  the  child  where  he  is  weak,  to  fix  knowledge,  to  train  the  child 
to  connected,  concentrated  thought,  and  to  get  something  of  a  mark 
is  last  and  least. 

We  Invite  vou  all  to  come  and  see  us. 
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Our  schools  have  closed  a  prosperous  year's  work.  Our  teachers, 
generally,  are  earnest  and  industrious,  prompt  in  attendance  at  teach- 
ers' meetings,  read  much  and  make  use  of  what  the}'  read. 

Our  high  school,  under  the  proficient  management  of  Prof.  A.  P. 
Diffendafer,  continues  to  do  excellent  work.  A  number  of  our  high 
school  graduates  entered  the  senior  classes  of  the  Bloomsburg  and 
Stroudsburg  Normal  schools,  and  graduated  with  honors. 

Our  library  of  general  reading  has  been  enriched  by  the  purchase 
of  about  200  volumes  durinu'  the  vear. 


NEW  BRIGHTON— J.  B.  Kichey. 

Reading. 

Our  teachers  hiive  made  commendablL^  progress  in  this  subject  during 
the  year.  This  has  been  due  to  the  fact  that  our  teachers  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  requires  energy  and  careful  preparation  to 
teach  this  much  neglected  subject.  About  one-half  of  the  time  al- 
lotted to  this  subject  has  been  spent  in  silent  reading — thought- 
getting.  Great  care  has  been  taken  to  create  a  taste  for  good  litera- 
ture. The  study  of  literature  is  commenced  in  the  first  grade  or  year 
and  continued  throughout  the  course.  Good  literature  should  be  read 
both  in  the  class  and  at  home,  and  committed  to  memory  and  drilled 
in  oral  delivery. 

Nearly  all  our  schools  have  separate  libraries.  (The  question  has 
often  been  asked  b}^  superintendents  and  teachers  how  we  got  our 
books.  In  reply  let  me  say  that  our  pupils  have  helped  us,  and  the 
board  of  education  have  h<^lped  us,  and  we  have  helped  oursehTP. 
Our  highest  grammar  school  has  about  |80  worth  of  books  which  the 
teacher,  Miss  M.  M.  Lowry,  and  pupils  have  bought  during  the  past 
three  years.)  The  pupils  are  given  good  books  to  read  at  home,  and 
are  questioned  by  the  teacher  in  school  about  what  they  have  read. 

We  teach  our  pupils  to  read  and  then  put  into  their  hands  the  key 
of  knowledge,  a  key  that  may  unlock  a  treasure  house  of  good  or  evil. 
The  (destiny  of  a  child  is  not  detorminrd  by  the  ability  to  read,  but 
by  what  use  it  makes  of  this  ability. 
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In  the  education  of  our  children,  therefore,  we  need  the  accessory 
of  the  school  library.  We  want  to  train  our  pupils  to  read  good  books 
which  shall  give  both  knowledge  and  culture.  Good  books,  I  say;  for 
children,  if  properly  guided,  will  learn  to  love  good  books  better  than 
poor  ones.  I  think  we  often  underrate  the  abilities  of  children  or  young 
persons  to  understand  and  appreciate  the  higher  class  of  literature. 
These  higher  forms  of  literature  become  models  of  taste  that  protect 
many  people  from  that  which  is  inferior  and  trashy.  Cultivate  in 
early  life  a  fondness  for  good  reading  and  we  open  avenues  of  culture 
and  pleasure  that  will  be  of  inestimable  value,  and  I  look  forward 
to  the  establishment  of  libraries  to  be  used  in  connection  with,  the 
work  of  our  public  schools  as  one  of  the  most  important  factors  in 
the  solution  of  the  great  problem  of  education. 

Arithmetic. 

We  have  made  some  changes  in  the  teaching  of  this  subject  since 
my  last  report,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  results  have  been  very 
satisfactory.  In  my  opinion  it  is  a  mistake  to  limit  the  number  work 
of  the  first  grade  to  ten  (10),  and  the  second  grade  to  twenty  (20).  We 
have  given  more  work  in  the  operations  than  formerly.  The  practical 
work  of  every  day  business  has  received  special  attention,  and  we 
found  that  our  pupils  are  more  accurate  and  quicker  in  their  calcula- 
tions, and  are  able  to  make  practical  application  of  the  knowledge 
gained.  It  is  not  enough  to  give  the  definition  of  a  bill,  receipt,  check, 
note,  etc.,  but  the  pupils  must  have  constant  practice  in  writing  them. 

Language  and  Composition. 

I  am  more  than  gratified  with  the  results  we  have  obtained  in  these 
subjects.  What  use  is  the  knowledge  obtained  in  any  subject  without 
the  ability  to  make  it  known?  The  object  of  language  teaching  is 
not  to  store  the  mind  with  useless  technicalities  of  grammar,  but  to 
make  the  child  fluent  and  correct  in  the  use  of  the  mother  tongue.  Our 
teachers  no  longer  expect  the  children  "to  make  brick  without  straw," 
but  on  the  other  hand  teach  them  to  observe,  to  think,  and  then  ex- 
press the  result  of  their  observation  in  oral  language.  After  the 
pupils  have  in  this  way  obtained  something  to  say,  and  have  been 
tiiught  how  to  say  it,  they  are  required  to  express  on  paper  what  they 
have  to  say.  Our  work  in  elementary  science,  geography,  literature, 
etc.,  has  given  the  teachers  special  advantages  for  teaching  language 
and  composition. 

General. 

It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  tell  what  we  are  doing  in  geography, 
history,  civics,  poetry,  drawing,  physiology,  spelling,  literature,  etc., 
but  I  am  limited  in  regard  to  space.    Miss  W.  Seegmiller,  supervisor 
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of  the  Prang  system,  of  Allegheny,  Pa.,  instructed  our  teachers  twice 
each  month  during  the  year. 

Friday,  April  25,  was  "Parents'  Day"  and  about  four  thousand 
parents,  teachers  and  friends  of  education  visited  our  schools  and  in- 
spected the  work  which  was  on  exhibition. 

JMiss  S.  Jennie  Knott,  who  has  been  a  teacher  in  our  schools  for  25 
years,  and  who  has  been  principal  of  the  high  school  for  13  years,  re- 
tired at  the  closle  of  the  term  for  rest  and  stud}-.  It  is  useless  for  me 
to  say  anything  about  the  great  work  she  has  done  here  except  that 
her  work  has  been  that  of  a  true  and  devoted  teacher;  one  who  has 
always  had  the  highest  respect  of  pupils,  parents  and  directors. 

On  account  of  the  rapid  increase  of  population  our  board  of  educa- 
has  been  compelled  to  erect  a  six-room  building  in  the  fourth  ward. 
The  plans  were  prepared  by  Mr.  E.  E.  Miller,  of  Sewickley,  Pa. 

In  closing,  let  me  say  that  I  feel  grateful  to  teachers,  parents  and 
board  of  education  for  their  hearty  co-operation  in  the  work  duiing 
the  entire  year. 


NEW  CASTLE— Wm.  J.  Shearer. 


Elements  of  Progress. 


During  the  past  year  the  schools  have  moved  along  quietly  in  the 
right  direction,  and  among  the  many  things  which  have  encouraged 
and  made  possible  a  steady  progress,  may  be  mentioned  the  following: 

The  schools  have  been  under  the  wise  direction  of  an  exceptionally 
good  board  of  controllers  who  have,  at  all  times,  been  anxious  to  do 
what  seemed  best  for  the  children.  The  teachers,  with  but  few  ex- 
ceptions, have  proven  themselves  capable,  energetic  and  faithful. 

Without  exception,  the  papers  have  manifested  a  deep  interest  in 
the  continued  advancement  of  our  schools,  and  have  proven  their  wil- 
lingness and  ability  to  render  valuable  aid  toward  their  further 
improvement.  The  many  kind  words  from  parents,  and  the  very 
large  and  continued  increase  in  the  number  of  their  visits  to  the 
schools,  tell  of  a  growing  interest  in  the  welfare  of  our  boys  and  girls. 

Free  Text  Books. 

Coming  this  year,  when  so  many  were  out  of  work,  the  free  text 
books  were  thrice  welcome,  and  resulted  (a)  in  a  great  increase  in 
attendance,  fb)  in  the  saving  of  time  in  getting  to  work,  (c)  in  lessen- 
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ing  the  total  cost  of  the  books.  Though  several  thousand  books  were 
distributed,  the  commendable  vigilance  of  the  teachers  makes  it  pos- 
sible to  report  the  loss  of  but  four  books. 

Monthly  Eeports. 

Believing  that  parents  have  a  right  to  know,  at  least  once  a  month, 
something  concerning  their  children's  progress,  we  prepared  a  foi-m  of 
monthly  report  which  would  show  the  "class  record"  in  each  branch 
for  every  month.  At  a  glance,  the  parent  can  see  how  the  work  com- 
pares with  that  of  previous  months  and  with  the  requirements.  Only 
in  this  way  can  those  parents,  who  are  unable  to  visit  the  schools,  co- 
operate with  the  teachers  in  securing  the  best  results  for  the  pupils. 

Promotions. 

All  the  pupils  were  promoted  on  their  "class  records,"  instead  of 
upon  the  result  of  a  final  examination.  In  the  primary  grades,  the 
judgment  of  the  teacher  determined  the  class  record;  and  in  the 
grades  above  the  primary,  the  judgment  of  the  teacher  was  corrected 
by  "written  recitations"  in  which  every  pupil  had  the  same  questions 
and  the  same  time.  These  "written  recitations"  came  at  irregular 
and  uncertain  intervals,  took  but  the  time  of  the  recitation  and  were 
a  check  against  the  charge  of  partiality. 

Final  Examinations  Abandoned. 

The  above  mentioned  method  of  promoting  made  it  possible  to  aban- 
don final  examinations  as  tests  of  ability,  and  our  reasons  for  so  doing 
are  given  at  length  in  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal,  of  October, 
under  the  head  "Are  Final  Examinations  Best  for  the  Children?"  For 
these  reasons,  we  believe  that  the  use  of  final  examinations,  as  tests 
of  ability,  is  one  of  the  greatest  of  educational  blunders,  is  a  moral 
injustice  to  the  pupils  and  teachers,  is  a  psychological  absurdity,  and 
has  wisely  been  abandoned  for  the  present  method,  against  which, 
we  believe,  none  of  these  objections  will  stand. 

Our  Plan  of  Sub-Grading. 
The  changes  just  mentioned,  have  made  it  possible  to  sub-grade 
the  schools  in  such  a  way  that  the  advancement  of  the  pupil  is  not 
dependent  on  the  work  of  a  school  of  fifty  and  on  the  time  of  year, 
but  rather  on  the  pupil's  ability  to  go  on.  Mindful  of  the  fact  that 
the  schools  are  for  the  pupils,  it  is  simply  an  attempt  to  fit  the  grades 
to  the  children,  rather  than  the  children  to  the  grades,  as  all  schools 
have  been  doing.  Surely  it  is  a  mistake  to  hold  the  bright  ones  back 
or  push  the  dull  ones  on!  In  our  next  report  we  will  have  more  to  say 
on  this  subject;  for  the  present,  we  will  be  satisfied  with  the  state- 
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ment  that,  without  their  knowing  it,  nine  hundred  and  seventy-two 
pupils  did  more  than  the  yearns  work  last  year,  and  but  few  of  the  rest 
failed  to  be  promoted. 

Our  Teachers  Progressive. 

Though  more  than  four-fifths  of  our  teachers  hold  professional  or 
permanent  certificates,  the  most  of  them  are  anxious  to  do  whatever 
will  the  better  prepare  them  for  their  responsible  duties.  During 
the  past  year,  nearly  aU  made  good  use  of  the  following  methods  for 
that  purpose:  (1)  By  atending  the  regular  teachers'  meeting  twice 
each  month.  (2)  By  forming  a  teachers'  reading  circle.  (3)  By  taking 
a  course  of  lessons  in  physical  culture. 

Physical  Culture. 

A  lecture  by  Mrs.  Louise  Preece,  of  Minneapolis,  on  her  System  of 
Physical  Culture  for  Public  Schools,  convinced  all  that  this  was  just 
what  we  wanted.  A  class  composed  of  the  superintendent,  all  the 
teachers  and  supernumeraries,  was  formed  and  instructed.  Accord- 
ingly it  is  now  proposed  to  stop  saying,  "stand  up,"  "sit  up,"  "walk 
erect,"  and  show  the  children  how  to  do  it,  and  strengthen  those 
muscles  used  in  doing  it.  None  who  have  watched  the  little  ones 
grow  stoop-shouldered  and  narrow-chested,  wUl  say  it  has  come  too 
soon. 

Increase  in  Attendance  and  Punctuality. 

During  the  past  year  there  were  enrolled  six  hundred  more  than 
during  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  cases  of  tardiness  steadily 
decreased  from  the  first  month  to  the  last,  when  there  was  but  one 
case  of  tardiness  out  of  each  five  hundred  and  eighty  possible  cases. 
We  have  yet  to  hear  of  a  better  record. 

High  School. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  high  school  has  been  re-arranged  and 
broadened  to  fulfill  what  we  believe  to  be  the  mission  of  the  high 
school.  The  pupils  now  have  an  opportunity  to  elect  any  one  of  the 
following  courses:  (1)  A  regular  course  of  four  years,  which  is  in- 
tended to  be  a  finishing  course  for  those  who  do  not  intend  to  go  away 
to  school.  (2)  A  classical  course  of  four  years  which  will  prepare 
for  our  best  colleges.  (3)  A  commercial  course  of  three  years  for 
those  who  wish  some  "practical  studies." 

County  Institute. 

The  teachers'  institute  having  been  transferred  from  the  city  of 
Kew  Castle,  near  the  center  of  the  county,  to  a  small  town  in  the  ex- 
ivQiv.c  north,  the  city  teachers  petitioned  the  board  to  be  allowed  to 
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teach  one  week  longer  in  place  of  attending  the  institute.  The  peti- 
tion having  been  granted,  the  city  teachers  held  an  institute  of  their 
own  on  the  afternoons  and  evenings  of  the  week  preceding  the 
county  institute.  As  matters  pertaining  to  our  own  work  were  dis- 
cussed, much  benefit  was  derived,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
next  Legislature  will  consider  the  interests  of  the  city  schools  in  this 
particular. 

To  all,  for  their  kind  co-operation,  we  return  thanks,  and  express 
the  hope  that  the  future  may  be  equally  harmonious  and  fruited  with 
still  richer  results. 


NEWPORT  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— James  A.  Dewey. 

Improvements. 

The  following  improvements  to  school  property  were  made  during 
the  year:  Two  lots  graded,  the  Fuller  and  Warren  system  of  heating 
and  ventilating  in  one  building,  a  two-room  addition  built  to  one  bu  U- 
ing,  and  the  Smead-Wills  heating  system  put  in  the  same,  and  trees 
planted  on  and  near  the  school  premises. 

Cyclopedias,  etc. 

Three  sets  of  the  international  cyclopedia  were  purchased  and  have 
been  a  great  help  to  teachers  and  pupils.  A  few  unabridged  diction- 
aries were  purchased.  The  time  has  now  come  when  even  the 
primary  teacher  needs  a  dictionary.  No  school  should  be  without 
one. 

Drawing. 

Drawing  has  been  regularly  taught  for  three  years  in  all  the  grades. 
The  progress  is  wonderful.  An  exhibit  of  the  work  done  in  all  the 
schools  was  arranged  in  one  of  the  high  school  rooms  and  was  visited 
by  hundreds  of  people.  Teachers  and  directors  from  neighboring 
towns,  as  well  as  from  our  own,  spoke  very  highly  of  the  work.  We 
expect  to  secure  Mrs.  Lucy  Booth  for  the  fourth  consecutive  year  as 
supervisor  of  drawing. 

Vocal  Music. 

Vocal  music  was  introduced  into  all  the  grades  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year.     A  special  teacher  was  employed  and  the  results  were  very 
satisfactory.     A  good  start  has  been  made  and  it  would  be  very  un- 
12-6- 94 
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wise  to  discontinue  the  subject.  Certainly  vocal  music  and  drawing 
require  special  supervision  in  order  to  introduce  them  into  the  schools 
with  any  degree  of  success.  Is  the  time  approaching  when  other  sub- 
jects, as  mathematics,  language,  history  and  the  sciences,  will  require 
special  supervision?  Would  we  not  be  far  on  the  way  toward  scien- 
tific teaching  if  say  every  hundred  teachers  in  country  or  city,  through 
out  Pennsylvania,  could  have  the  help  of  an  expert  in  the  branches 
mentioned? 

Eeading. 

Two  series  of  readers  have  been  in  use,  and  in  addition  we  have 
used  "sets"  of  supplementary  readers,  transferring  them  from  one 
room  to  another  as  they  were  needed.  Each  "set"  contains  about 
fifteen  copies.  The  following  have  been  so  used  with  excellent  re- 
sults: Wood's  Natural  History  Headers;  Seven  Little  Sisters;  Ten 
Boys,  etc.;  Hawthorne's  Wonder  Book;  Geographical  Keaders;  Noble 
Deeds  of  our  Fathers;  Stories  of  American  History;  Stories  of  the 
Civil  War;  Robinson  Crusoe  Readers;  Scott's  "Ivanhoe;"  Dole's 
"American  Citizen"  and  volumes  I,  VII  and  X  of  Modern  Classics, 
which  contain  the  poems  of  Longfellow,  Coleridge,  W^ordsworth  and 
Tennyson.  We  also  used  twenty-five  copies  of  the  School  G-azette, 
which  we  regard  as  an  excellent  school  paper. 

Educational  Meetings,  etc. 

Our  local  institutes  were  well  attended.  We  have  had  an  able 
corps  of  teachers,  and  the  school  work  has  been  of  a  high  order.  Di- 
rectors have  been  liberal  in  supplying  books  and  materials  for  the  suc- 
cessful management  of  the  schools. 

Four  teachers  leave  us  to  engage  in  other  pursuits.  One  of  them. 
Miss  Mattie  J.  Edgar,  has  taught  eleven  years  in  the  township,  and 
probably  has  few  superiors  as  a  primary  teacher.  Pupils,  teachers, 
directors  and  patrons  hold  her  in  high  esteem  and  regret  that  she  is 
to  go  away. 

Miscellaneous. 

The  night  school  enrolment  was  over  three  hundred,  and  seven 
teachers  were  required.  The  attendance  was  much  better  than  ever 
before. 

On  account  of  a  resolution  requiring  pupils  to  be  vaccinated,  the 
attendance  during  May  and  June  was  materially  lessened. 

Teachers  for  the  ensuing  term  were  elected  June  18.  All  old 
teachers  receive  the  same  salary  as  last  year. 

The  Superintendent  thought  it  unnecessary  to  hold  an  examina/- 
tion  as  there  were  plenty  of  teachers,  holding  high  grade  certificates, 
to  select  from.  Two  teachers,  however,  were  elected  who  have  no 
certificate,  and  the  examination  will  be  held  as  usual. 
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NORRISTOWN— Joseph  K.  Gotwals. 

The  schools  of  our  borough  are  progressing.  There  was  an  increase 
of  112  in  the  general  enrolment,  110  in  the  monthly  enrolment,  and 
129  in  daily  attendance. 

The  average  monthly  enrolment  in  high  school  was  214,  grammar 
schools  518,  secondary  528,  primary  1,148;  average  daily  attendance 
in  high  school  198,  grammar  455,  secondary  458,  primary  948. 

Promotion  on  term  averages  has  been  tried  one  year  with  good 
results.  It  is  necessary  to  have  close  supeiTision  over  the  work  of 
different  teachers  in  order  to  unify  it. 

That  frequent  tests  are  necessary  in  order  to  know  what  is  being 
done,  is  evident  to  me.  They  help  the  teacher  to  judge  the  impres- 
sion his  teaching  is  making  on  the  pupil,  and  assist  him  to  correct 
errors  that  may  have  been  made.  They  are  also  aids  to  superintend- 
ent and  directors  in  seeing  to  a  certain  extent  how  the  work  is  done, 
and  what  is  done.  There  is  no  plan  that  can  be  adopted  but  that 
some  pupils  will  be  affected  by  it.  The  school  room  is  a  place  in 
which  children  should  be  taught  to  work.  But  few  close  students 
are  injured  if  proper  care  is  taken  in  regard  to  health.  Let  parents 
see  that  their  children  have  proper  rest.  If  undue  pressure  seems 
to  be  brought  upon  them  it  would  be  weU  to  consult  with  the  teacher 
and  find  out  the  true  state  of  affairs. 

Our  course  of  studies  has  been  revised  by  making  several  changes, 
arising  from  change  of  books  and  the  introduction  of  manual  training 
and  sewing. 

The  school  term  has  been  increased  one  year,  making  the  term 
twelve  years  instead  of  eleven.  The  grades  are  as  follows:  High 
school,  4  years;  grammar,  3  years;  secondary,  2  years,  and  primary, 
3  years. 

The  following  division  is  recommended:  High  school,  4  years;  gram- 
mar, 4  years,  and  primary,  4  years.  The  change  in  making  the  high 
school  course  four  years  instead  of  three  years  will  assist  us  greatly 
in  the  equipment  of  our  pupils  for  future  duties.  A  certificate  from 
our  high  school  principal,  testifying  to  the  graduation  of  our  pupils 
will  admit  to  several  colleges.  The  position  attained  by  those  en- 
tering these  institutions,  as  graduates,  has  merited  this  standing. 
These  results  attained  are  mainly  due  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  our 
worthy  principal.  Prof.  A.  D.  Eisenhower,  who  has  labored  so  suc- 
cessfully, both  in  season  and  out  of  season,  to  raise  the  standard  of 
our  high  school.     The  following  is  the  high  school  course : 
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HIGH  SCHOOL. 

First  Year. — First  Grammar. 

English. — Grammar. 
Mathematics. — Arithmetic  and  Algebra. 
Science. — Physiology  and  Physical  Geography. 
History. — Civil  Government. 

Penmanship. — Drawing  and  Single  Entry  Book-Keeping. 
Latin  or  Etymology. 
German,  elective. 

Beading. — Orthography  and  composition  required  throughout  the 
course. 

Second  Year. — Junior. 

English. — Grammar,  Khetoric  and  American  Literature. 
Mathematics. — Algebra  and  Plane  Geometry. 
Science. — Physical  Geography,  Physiology  and  Botany. 
History. — Greek  and  Koman. 
Drawing  required  throughout  the  course. 

Latin  may  be  substituted  for  an  equivalent  amount  of  Grammar, 
Rhetoric  and  Literature. 
Vocal  Music  required  throughout  the  course. 
Manual  Training  elective  for  boys  throughout  the  course. 
Sewing  required  for  girls,  except  in  Senior  year. 

Third  Year.— Middle. 

English. — Ehetoric  and  English  Literature  and  Classics. 

Mathematics. — Plane  Geometry  and  Algebra. 

Science. — Physics  and  Geology. 

History. — English  and  French. 

Penmanship. 

Those  who  desire  to  take  a  short  "business  course"  may  elect  the 
Commercial  Arithmetic  and  Double  Entry  Book-Keeping  of  the  Senior 
year,  and  receive  a  diploma  for  that  course. 

Latin  may  be  substituted  for  English  and  French  History. 

German  or  Greek  may  be  substituted  for  Physics  and  Geology, 
when  pupils  are  preparing  for  a  classical  course  in  college. 

Fourth  Year. — Senior. 


English.— (a)  Critical  reading  of  English  Classics, 
(b)  Review  of  English  Grammar. 
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Mathematics. — (a)  ReAdew  Arithmetic  and  Algebra. 

(b)  Solid  Geometry  and  Trigonometry. 

(c)  Commercial  Arithmetic  and  Business  Practice. 
Science. — Chemistry  and  Astronomy. 

Elective. — Review  Physical  Geography  and  Physiology. 

History. — History  and  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Double  Entry  Book-Keeping. 

Pupils  may  elect  (a)  or  (b)  in  English;  (a),  (b)  or  (c)  in  Mathematics. 

Latin  may  be  substituted  for  Science  or  Mathematics  (b). 

German  or  Greek  may  be  substituted  for  Solid  Geometry  and  Trig- 
onometry under  the  same  circumstances  as  those  mentioned  in  middle 
year. 

Elective. — Theory  of  Teaching. 

We  have,  besides,  a  corps  of  teachers  who  are  laboring  faithfully, 
earnestly  and  devotedly  in  their  respective  grades.  All  deserve  much 
praise  for  the  devotion  to  their  work  and  the  desire  to  do  what  is  best 
for  those  under  their  charge. 

Owing  to  the  crowded  condition  of  our  schools  the  board  is  erecting 
a  large  eight-room  building  wdth  all  the  modern  improvements.  This 
building  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  use  early  in  the  fall. 

Space  allotted  me  will  not  permit  me  to  enlarge  upon  the  different 
branches  taught  in  our  schools.  Suffice  to  say  that  we  are  trying  to 
0*0  justice  in  all  that  we  attempt  to  teach. 


OIL  CITY— C.  A.  Babcock. 

The  schools  of  our  city  were  remarkably  prosperous  during  the  last 
year. 

Marked  improvement  was  observed  in  drawing,  and  in  all  of  the 
branches  of  natural  science  studied,  due  undoubtedly  to  increased 
supply  of  apparatus  of  the  year  before. 

A  part  of  our  work,  which  we  find  of  great  interest  and  profit,  is 
the  study  of  natural  objects.  The  lower  grades  collect  and  preserve 
the  wild  plants  of  the  region,  learning  their  names,  the  date  of  their 
coming,  and  as  much  of  their  life  history  as  possible.  The  preserved 
plants  are  used  in  school  as  objects  for  drawing;  compositions  are 
also  written  about  them,  which  are  used  in  the  reading  classes — a 
child  always  reads  well  what  he  has  himself  composed — and  in  the 
language  classes.  The  succeeding  grades  have  studied  insects  and 
birds.     The  plan  pursued  in  this  nature  study  is  to  have  the  pupils 
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learn  from  actual  observation  of  the  objects,  and  to  record  and  com- 
pare their  observations,  and  afterwards  verify  them.  No  books  are 
used  by  the  pupils.  Near  the  close  of  the  school  year,  the  Superin- 
tendent arranged  to  have  a  "Bird  Day"  exercise  in  every  room  in  the 
city.  The  result  was  most  excellent.  We  quote  a  short  account  of 
these  exercises  from  the  New  England  Journal  of  Education : 

Bird  Day  in  Pennsylvania. 

An  exercise  was  introduced  into  the  schools  of  Oil  City  on  May  4 
which  is  destined  to  make  an  impression  upon  the  children  of  this 
country.  The  thought  occurred  to  Prof.  C.  A.  Babcock  that  a  wider 
knowledge  of  birds,  and  of  their  utility,  would  be  a  great  force  in  the 
education  of  the  young,  and  wishing  to  make  a  memorable  occasion 
of  the  day,  he  wrote  to  a  few  friends  of  birds  asking  them  to  give  their 
opinion  of  the  introduction  of  "Bird  Day"  into  the  schools. 

Secretary  Morton,  the  father  of  "Arbor  Day,"  responded  with  en- 
thusiasm in  a  letter  which  has  already-  been  given  to  the  public 
through  Washington  dispatches.  John  Burroughs,  the  apostle  of 
birds  to  this  generation,  wrote  as  follows:  "I  enclose  a  few  notes  about 
birds  to  be  read  upon  your  'Bird  Day' — Just  an  item  or  two  to  stimu- 
late the  curiosity  of  the  young  people.  The  idea  is  a  good  one,  and  I 
hope  you  may  succeed  in  starting  a  movement  that  will  extend  to  all 
the  schools  of  the  country." 

Mrs.  Olive  Thorne  Miller  wrote:  "I  am  delighted  to  know  that  your 
school  children  are  to  have  a  'Bird  Day.'  I  wish  I  could  be  there  to 
tell  them  something  of  the  delight  of  getting  acquainted  with  our 
little  brothers  in  feathers.  If  the  boys  and  girls  will  try  keeping  still 
and  watching  bird's  to  see  what  the.y  will  do,  I  am  sure  no  boy  will 
ever  again  want  to  throw  a  stone  at  one,  and  no  girl  ever  to  have  a 
dead  bird  on  her  hat." 

Clinton  Scollard  replied  with  this  quaint  conceit:  "Should  you  in- 
stitute a  'Bird  Day,"  the  feathered  tribe  ought  to  furnish  music  for 
the  occasion.  A  chorus  of  robins  and  thrushes,  and  a  few  other 
songsters,  would  be  more  appropriate  than  an  orchestra." 

Bradford  Torrey  responded:  "Your  young  people  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated. 'Bird  Day'  is  something  new  to  me — a  new  saint's  day  in  my  cal- 
endar, so  to  speak.  The  thought  of  it  is  so  pleasing  to  me  that  I  wish 
you  had  given  me  its  date,  so  that  in  spirit  I  might  observe  it  with  you. 
Tell  your  pupils  that  to  cultivate  an  acquaintance  with  things  out  of 
doors — flowers,  trees,  rocks,  but  especially  animate  creatures,  and 
best  of  all  birds — ^is  one  of  the  surest  ways  of  laying  up  happiness  for 
themselves;  and  laying  up  happiness  is  even  better  than  laying  up 
money,  though  I  am  so  old-fashioned  a  body  and  so  true  a  Yankee,  as 
to  believe  in  that  also.    All  the  naturalists  I  have  known  have  been 
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men  of  sunny  temper.  Let  your  boys  and  girls  cultivate  their  eyes 
and  ears,  and  their  hearts  and  minds  as  well,  by  the  study  of  living 
birds,  their  comings  and  goings,  their  songs  and  their  ways;  let  them 
learn  to  find  out  things  for  themselves;  to  know  the  difference  be- 
tween guess  work  and  knowledge;  and  they  will  thank  you  as  long 
as  they  live  for  having  encouraged  them  in  so  good  a  cause.  With  all 
good  wishes  for  the  success  of  your  first  'Bird  Day' — and  many  to 
come  after  it." 

State  Superintendent  Sch;\effer  said:  "In  your  plan  to  inaugurate 
a  'Bird  Day'  you  have  struck  a  capital  idea.  When  in  the  name  of 
agriculture  a  scalp  act  can  be  passed,  resulting  in  a  year  and  a  half 
in  the  payment  of  |75,000  by  the  county  treasurers  of  Pennsylvania 
for  the  destruction  of  birds  that  were  subsequently  proved  to  be  the 
feathered  friends  of  the  farmer,  it  is  high  time  to  make  our  pupils 
acquainted  with  the  habits  and  waj's  of  our  feathered  tribes.  How 
much  of  the  beauty  of  our  environment  is  lost  by  those  who  never 
listen  to  the  music  and  never  see  the  richness  of  the  plumage  of  the 
birds!  May  success  attend  you  in  carrying  out  your  new  idea  of  a 
'Bird  Day.' " 

Governor  Pattison  expressed  sympathy  with  the  movement,  and 
said:  "Your  suggestions  relative  to  the  observance  of  a  day  to  be 
called  'Bird  Day'  are  most  excellent.  The  importance  of  the  subject 
merits  serious  attention,  and  public  opinion  should  be  educated  in 
this  direction." 

The  day  was  observed  in  the  Oil  City  schools  with  a  degree  of  en- 
thusiasm which  was  good  to  see.  The  amount  of  information  about 
birds  that  was  collected  by  the  children  was  simply  amazing.  Orig- 
inal compositions  were  read,  informal  discussions  were  held,  talks  by 
teachers  were  given,  and  the  birds  in  literature  were  not  forgotten 
or  overlooked.  The  interest  was  not  confined  to  the  children,  one 
gentleman  surprising  the  rooms  in  which  his  children  celebrated  the 
day  by  presenting  them  with  artistic  programs  of  the  exercises.  It 
seems  to  those  interested  that  the  idea  simply  needs  to  be  made 
known  to  meet  with  a  warm  welcome  akin  to  that  with  which  we 
greet  our  first  robin  or  song  sparrow  in  the  spring. 

Our  high  school,  since  the  course  has  been  lengthened  to  four  years, 
will  fit  its  classical  graduates  for  any  college  in  the  country. 

We  are  more  than  ever  convinced  that  one  of  the  greatest  needs 
of  our  Commonwealth  is  a  compulsory  school  law.  A  good  share  of 
our  population,  especially  portions  of  the  foreign  born,  are  indifferent 
to  education. 
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PHOENIXVILLE— H.  F.  Leister. 

Owing  to  the  unprecedented  depression  in  business,  and  the  conse- 
quent scarcity  of  work  in  our  industrial  establishments,  many  of  our 
good  citizens  and  patrons  moved  away,  seeking  more  favorable  con- 
ditions elsewhere.  Instead  of  an  increase  in  our  school  population, 
a  decrease  must  regretfully  be  reported.  While  we  cannot  boast  of 
having  instituted  startling  reforms,  nor  of  having  projected  unusual 
enterprises,  our  educational  forces  have  been  so  directed  as  to  produce 
generally  progressive  and  satisfactory  results. 

Our  teachers,  as  a  rule,  are  earnest  workers,  conscientious  in  the 
discharge  of  their  arduous  labors,  and  anxious  to  learn  and  to  do. 
There  are  very  few  ''know-it-alF  teachers  in  our  midst.  It  need  there- 
fore hardly  be  said  that  the  meetings  of  the  teachers'  association  were 
well  attended.  The  time  at  such  meetings  was  mostly  taken  up  in 
reading,  studying  and  discussing  subjects  in  "Baldwin's  Elementary 
Psychology  and  Education,"  and  in  reviewing  selections  from  profes- 
sional periodicals.  Thus  efforts  were  made  to  keep  before  the  teach- 
ers the  latest  views  of  the  most  prominent  educators. 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  more  systematic  and  rational  instruction 
in  drawing,  in  the  primary  department,  followed  the  introduction  of 
"White's  New  Course  in  Art  Instruction,"  and  that  finer  work  was 
done  in  botany  and  in  anatomical  drawings  than  before. 

Vocal  music  continued  to  be  successful  in  charge  of  the  well-known 
specialist,  Prof.  Jerry  March,  Norristown,  Pa. 

The  school  Savings  bank  continued  in  operation  during  the  term, 
but  owing  to  unavoidable  circumstances  the  amounts  deposited  were 
not  so  great  as  last  year,  and  many  depositors  were  obliged  to  with- 
draw their  funds. 

Five  boys  and  seventeen  girls  completed  the  course  of  study.  The 
commencement  exercises  were  held  as  usual  in  Masonic  Hall  before 
fi  very  large  audience.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  continued  efforts  will  be 
made  to  improve,  especially  iu  the  way  of  discarding  the  arbitrary 
"rote  and  task"  habits,  and  adopting  methods  more  natural  and 
rational;  and  that  pure  motives  and  high  and  worthy  aspirations  ac- 
tuate all  who  are  engaged  in  this  responsible  work — the  education  of 
youth. 
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PITTSBURGH— George  J.  Luckey. 

The  annual  school  term  which  closed  on  the  last  of  June  was  un- 
marked by  any  great  change  from  that  of  former  years.  The  course 
of  study  remains  the  same,  hut  the  teaching  corps  is  steadily  increas- 
ing in  efficiency.  But  few  teachers  remain  who  are  not  graduates  of 
some  higher  institution  of  learning. 

Graduates  of  our  city  Normal  school  and  the  central  high  school 
fill  most  of  the  positions  in  our  schools,  and  these  are  supplemented 
by  a  steadily  increasing  number  of  State  Normal  graduates.  Four 
new  buildings,  costing  in  the  aggregate  |385,000,  have  been  completed 
since  my  last  report.  The  Shakespeare  building  standing  in  a  lot  con- 
taining three  and  one-half  acres  of  ground,  is  perhaps  the  finest  (not 
the  largest)  public  school  building  in  the  State.  Built  of  granite,  and 
heated  and  ventilated  in  accordance  with  latest  known  facts  upon 
these  subjects,  fitted  out  with  the  latest  and  most  improved  furniture, 
ornamented  with  memorial  windows,  it  is  alike  pleasing  to  the  eye 
and  satisfying  to  the  judgment.  The  new  Fulton,  Oakland,  and 
Stevens  buildings  are  also  a  credit  to  the  city,  whose  rapid  growth 
in  material  prosperity  and  population  has  made  their  erection  nec- 
essary. 

Several  years  ago  we  established  two  experimental  schools,  one  in 
cooking  and  one  in  sloyd,  and  they  have  demonstrated  the  practica- 
bility and  desirability  of  incorporating  this  kind  of  industrial  work  in 
the  public  school  course.  This  year  closes  with  five  schools  in  opera- 
tion and  several  districts  arranging  to  take  up  the  work.  Owing  to 
the  fact  that  our  fiscal  year  commenced  after  the  passage  of  the  free 
book  law  we  were  unable  to  put  the  law  in  force  during  the  present 
term,  but  it  will  go  into  full  operation  on  September  1. 


POTTSTOWN— Wm.  W.  Rupert. 

The  work  for  the  year  '93-'94:  has  been  pushed  along  the  same  lines 
that  were  followed  in  the  preceding  year,  with  the  important  addition 
of  vocal  music. 

Music  was  introduced  into  our  schools  in  the  face  of  considerable 
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opposition,  but  under  the  enthusiastic  and  intelligent  leadership  of 
Prof.  Jerry  March,  the  teaching  of  this  subject  was  a  marked  success. 
Many  of  those  who  opposed  music  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  were 
its  warmest  supporters  at  the  close. 

In  May,  in  order  that  the  people  of  Pottstown  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  what  progress  had  been  made  in  music  during  the  year, 
Prof.  March  gave  a  rehearsal  in  the  Grand  Opera  House.  Eight  hun- 
dred children  were  seated  upon  a  fonn  erected  for  that  purpose. 
Enough  tickets  were  sold  at  thirty-five  cents  to  fill  the  Opera  House  to 
ovei'flowing  on  two  successive  evenings.  These  eight  hundred  chil- 
dren displayed  a  knowledge  of  music  that  greatly  surprised  those 
\Aho  came  to  hear  them;  and  they  delighted  the  audience  with  their 
sweet  and  expressive  singing.  The  proceeds  of  the  rehearsal — 1173 — 
Prof.  March  presented  to  the  district. 

Prof.  March  is  an  able  and  enthusiastic  teacher,  and  he  was  earn- 
estly and  faithfully  supported  by  the  regular  teachers,  who  deserve 
much  praise  for  their  share  in  the  noble  work. 

The  high  school  commencement,  always  an  occasion  of  great  in- 
terest, was  a  decided  success,  and  reflected  much  credit  upon  Prof. 
Rohrbach,  the  principal,  and  his  assistants.  The  Delsarte  drill,  given 
under  the  able  direction  of  Miss  Mary  Wills,  teacher  of  elocution,  set 
the  audience  wild — the  applause  continuing  fully  fifteen  minutes. 
The  pantomime,  "Eock  me  to  Sleep,  Mother,"  was  exquisitely  beautiful 
and  touching.  Fourteen  young  ladies  and  five  young  gentlemen  com- 
posed the  graduating  class. 

In  closing  this  report,  we  desire  to  thank  the  teachers  for  their 
cheerful,  hearty  co-operation,  and  the  board  for  its  uniform  thought- 
fulness  and  courtesy. 


POTTSVILLE— B.  F.  Patterson. 

The  greatest  change  in  our  schools  during  the  past  year  is 
one  common  to  most  of  the  schools  in  Pennsylvania.  The  free  book 
system  went  into  operation  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

Our  board  furnished  everything  that  the  pupils  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  use  in  the  schools.  The  total  cost  was  over  10,500  dollars. 
We  calculate  that  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  books  would  amount  to 
20  or  25  per  cent. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  term,  there  seemed  to  be  a  perceptible  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  pupils  entering  school.     This,  however,  soon 
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became  an  old  story,  and  we  ended  the  term  with  about  three  hun- 
dred pupils  less  than  the  number  with  which  we  started.  The  pupils 
have  been  permitted  in  all  respects  to  use  the  books  as  their  own 
property,  as  far  as  taking  them  home  to  prepare  lessons,  etc.  But  at 
the  close  of  the  term  all  books  are  returned  to  the  teacher. 

Under  the  old  system  many  children  having  their  books  did  quite  a 
considerable  amount  of  study  during  the  vacation.  I  have  known 
pupils  who  were  advanced  to  a  new  reader  at  the  close  of  the  term  to 
read  the  book  through  during  the  summer  vacation. 

This  year  we  graduated  thirty-eight  boys  and  girls  from  our  high 
school  who  will  go  forth  into  the  business  world  having  left  behind 
them  all  books.  If  they  wish  to  look  up  a  fact  in  arithmetic,  in  gram- 
mar, in  history,  geography,  or  in  any  of  the  sciences  which  they  have 
studied,  the  means  is  beyond  their  reach. 

The  boy  or  girl  who  does  not  keep  up  his  or  her  studies  after  leav- 
ing school  has  not  been  much  profited  while  in  school.  This  is  prob- 
ably the  greatest  objection  to  the  free  book  system.  There  are  thou- 
sands of  families  in  our  State  who  have  never  had  a  book  in  the  house 
except  the  school  books  that  the  children  used.  In  order  that  the  free 
books  may  do  the  greatest  amount  of  good  let  the  pupil  take  his  books 
with  him  when  he  leaves  school. 


READtNG— Samuel  A.  Baer. 

The  schools  of  our  city  were  open  and  in  operation  during  the  past 
year  191  daj^s,  and  22.3  teachers  were  employed.  9,529  pupils  were 
in  regular  attendance,  making  an  average  attendance  of  7,337. 

For  the  past  three  years  we  have  been  conducting  regular  evening 
schools.  These,  I  am  glad  to  state,  were  especially  successful  during 
the  past  year,  when  we  had  an  enrolment  of  218  pupils;  of  which  num- 
ber, 75  were  girls. 

In  regard  to  the  study  of  music,  I  am  able  to  report  steady  progress. 
The  work  has  been  satisfactory  in  all  of  the  grades,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  past  year  our  board  elected  a  regular  supervisor  of  music  with 
two  assistants. 

During  the  past  year,  drawing  was  for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  our  schools  systematically  taught.  The  supervisor  of  this  depart- 
ment instructs  regularly  in  the  girls'  high  school,  and  has  general 
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supervision  of  the  work  throughout  the  grades.  To  make  her  work 
the  more  effective,  she  meets  the  teachers  iu  grades  each  month,  gives 
such  directions  as  she  deems  necessary,  and  then  visits  each  school 
once  a  month  to  see  that  the  work  is  done  according  to  direction. 

The  free  text  book  system  has  proven  very  satisfactory  so  far  to  all 
parties.  It  has  increased  the  attendance  of  pupils  in  the  higher 
grades,  and  is  particularly  poj)ular  with  the  patrons. 

Up  to  June  30,  1894,  our  board  had  purchased  38,687  books  under 
this  system.  Of  this  number,  3,6G2  are  high  school  books  and  9,828 
are  supplementary  readers  and  classics. 

The  management  of  this  system  has  been  most  satisfactory.  Only 
771  of  the  entire  number  of  books  in  use  have  been  withdrawn  for 
various  reasons,  and  of  these,  only  56G  were  worn  out  or  torn. 

From  present  experience  the  life  of  a  book  with  us  will  be  much 
longer  than  in  other  cities. 

Two  new  four-roomed  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year. 
They  are  first  class  in  every  particular  and  have  been  furnished  with 
single  patent  desks,  and  equipped  in  every  way  in  the  most  approved 
style. 

Before  the  end  of  the  term  our  board  also  decided  to  erect  a  new 
girls'  high  school  building,  which  will  be  located  on  the  site  of  the 
old  building,  and  is  to  be  in  every  way  a  model  school  house. 

For  the  past  nine  years  our  city  has  held  separate  teachers'  insti- 
tutes. This  gives  us  an  opportunity  to  do  special  work  in  the  direc- 
tion most  needed  and  adapted  to  each  grade  of  teachers.  Our  last 
institute,  held  September  4  to  8  inclusive,  was  especially  successful. 
Special  stress  was  laid  on  physical  culture,  drawing  and  pedagogy  in 
its  broader  sense. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  again  recommend  that  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  prepare  a  standard  cours?  of  study  for  high  scbools. 
This  course  would  serve  the  purpose  of  determining  the  question  as 
to  what  is  a  high  school  and  what  is  not,  and  also  to  bridge  over  the 
chasm  between  the  public  schools  and  the  college  and  university. 
There  should  be  legislation  on  this  subject,  which  would  provide 
for  special  recognition  of  a  regular  high  school  by  means  of  a  special 
allowance  of  the  State  appropriation. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  steps  be  taken  in  the  direction  of  com- 
pulsory education. 

Prudence  and  wise  statesmanship  are  necessary  here.  The  system 
that  will  meet  the  demands  of  the  times  is  the  one  that  will  allow 
freedom  to  the  parent  that  takes  care  of  his  children,  but  will  compel 
the  negligent  to  perform  his  duty.  Every  year  there  are  about  10,000 
truants  among  the  school  children  of  this  State.  In  addition  to  these 
there  are  about  30,000  children  who  do  not  attend  school  either  on 
account  of  the  negligence  or  weakness  of  their  parents.    To  provide 
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for  this  class  of  children,  many  of  whom  grow  up  in  ignorance  and 
crime,  a  system  of  compulsory  education  is  needed,  and  such  system 
should  provide  not  simply  instruction  in  the  branches  of  study,  but  an 
industrial  training,  which  would  enable  the  child  to  form  good  habits 
and  make  him  both  able  and  willing  to  earn  an  honest  living. 

Finally,  I  would  recommend  that  civil  government  and  physical 
culture  be  added  to  the  number  of  common  school  branches  of  study. 
These  are  both  necessar3\  It  is  as  necessary  to  train  the  body  as  the 
mind.  The  study  of  civil  government  will  develop  a  higher  type  of 
citizenship,  which  is  desirable. 

In  the  line  of  patriotism,  nothing  could  be  done  that  would  bring 
grander  results  than  the  introduction  of  military  training  into  all  of 
our  schools.  It  would  make  discipline  more  easy  and  rational,  and  at 
the  same  time  develop  the  health  of  the  child.  Besides  it  would  pro- 
mote the  spirit  of  patriotism  in  the  most  i)ositive  manner,  and  for 
this  reason  especially  do  I  recommend  its  introduction  into  our 
schools. 


SCRANTON— George  W.  Phillips. 

To  sum  up  the  actual  school  results  of  a  year  is  a  difficult  operation, 
from  the  many  factors  entering  into  the  same,  as  well  as  the  differ- 
ence in  the  points  of  observation. 

If  inspection  show  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  power  on 
the  part  of  the  teacher,  then  the  school  room,  as  an  exponent  of  that 
growth,  will  probably  furnish  a  true  test.  Results,  as  called  for  by 
the  average  community,  cannot  always  be  secured.  If  the  pupil  be 
stronger  in  character  than  a  year  ago,  because  of  personal  contact 
with  the  teacher,  then  great  good  has  been  accomplished,  even  though 
such  a  result  will  not  bear  the  "commercial  standard"  ordinarily  used. 

High  School. 

Immediately  upon  the  close  of  the  past  school  year,  preparations 
for  tearing  down  the  old  high  school  building  were  entered  upon.  A 
high  school  committee  of  seven,  including  the  Superintendent,  was 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  planning  and  construction  of  a  new 
edifice.  After  visiting  a  number  of  cities,  competitive  plans  were  ad- 
vertised for  according  to  a  prospectus  issued,  with  Professor  William 
R.  Ware,  Columbia  College,  New  York,  adjudicator  and  professional 
advisor.  The  building  complete  will  cost  over  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars.     We  are  renting  quarters  for  our  high  school  department. 
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The  graduating  exercises  were  held  in  the  Academy  of  Music,  Friday, 
June  22,  with  a  class  of  nine  boys  and  twenty-five  girls. 

Penmanship. 

A  proper  showing  has  not  been  made  in  our  schools  along  the  line 
of  good  writing.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board  of  control,  it 
was  decided  to  change  the  system  in  use  and  try  the  "movement  writ- 
ing" as  developed  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Wells. 

While  it  cannot  be  expected  that  every  child  shall  be  turned  out  of 
school  a  finished  penman,  yet  our  short  experience  shows  how  much 
can  be  accomplished  in  this  well-nigh  lost  art  of  the  schools,  by  the 
regular  grade  teacher,  and  we  are  looking  forward  to  a  much  im- 
proved character  of  work  the  coming  year. 

Free  Text  Books. 

A  year's  experience  with  the  entire  free  list  has  proven,  in  the  main, 
very  satisfactory.  Our  attendance  the  opening  month  was  nearly  a 
thousand  greater  than  the  same  month  the  previous  year.  The  strin- 
gency of  the  times  may  partially  account  for  the  increased  attendance, 
but  had  books  and  materials  not  been  furnished,  those  out  of  work 
would  not  have  entered  school. 

Progress  in  Education. 

The  number  of  new  buildings  erected  year  by  year  by  our  board  of 
control  is  quite  unusual,  but  the  danger  that  we  shall  rest  satisfied 
with  a  "brick  and  mortar  estimate"  is  great.  If  improvement  along 
pedagogical  lines  be  not  the  watchword,  it  would  be  better  to  allow 
the  old  buildings  to  remain  until  improvement  comes  from  within 
outward.  The  school  itself  must  be  the  supreme  object  of  attention, 
and  no  amount  of  outward  "improvements"  can  remedy  defective 
schools  and  school  teaching.  Energy  should  not  wholly  be  expended 
upon  that  which  adds  to  material  progress.  Teacher  and  pupil  need 
to  feel  that  behind  them  continually  are  the  interest  and  support  of 
the  school  controller  holding  them  up  to  their  best  effort.  The  wel- 
fare of  the  child,  intellectually  and  morally,  more  than  material  en- 
vironment, is  the  real  object  of  the  public  school. 

Salaries. 

It  makes  one  blush  to  compare  so-called  intellectual  pursuits  with 
those  of  other  callings.  Why  should  the  sheriff,  treasurer,  district 
attorney  and  nearly  all  offices  of  a  political  nature,  command  such 
financial  returns  in  comparison  with  what  the  school  man  receives^ — 
ability  being  taken  into  consideration?  Each  community  is  respon- 
sible for  its  school  sentiment. 
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When  good  schools  are  insisted  upon,  and  satisfactory  remuneration 
afforded,  then,  and  not  till  then,  can  the  consummation  of  better 
schools,  so  devoutly  hoped  for,  be  attained.  Whether  we  accept  the 
responsibility  or  not,  our  schools  are  the  direct  reflection  of  the  in- 
telligence of  the  community  as  a  whole.  Evading  the  issue,  changing 
the  superintendent,  continual  fault-finding,  will  not  accomplish  the 
purpose.  Moral  courage  to  grasp  the  situation  patent  to  every  in- 
telligent citizen,  is  w^hat  is  needed. 


SHAMOKIN— Wm.  F.  Harpel. 

The  closing  year  was  somewhat  experimental  in  its  character,  yet 
the  general  results,  we  think,  fully  justify  our  ventures.  With  the 
new  system  of  free  text  books,  a  radical  change  in  our  high  school 
faculty  and  curriculum,  and  the  introduction  of  some  new  lines  of 
school  work,  it  was  a  year  of  more  than  ordinary  interest  and  im- 
portance. 

The  course  of  instruction  in  our  high  school  was  thoroughly  revised 
and  extended,  giving  us  three  lines  of  study — academic,  scientific  and 
commercial. 

The  new  curriculum  was  introduced  by  departmental  instruction 
with  an  experienced  teacher  at  the  head  of  each  of  the  several  de- 
partments of  languages,  science,  mathematics,  and  commercial 
branches.  This  revised  course  gives  our  pupils  a  wide  range  of  study, 
and  is  calculated  to  prepare  them  for  college,  for  business,  and  for 
the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life.  A  post-graduate  department  was  also 
added,  and  a  large  number  of  our  alumni  took  advantage  of  this  op- 
portunity for  extending  their  studies. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  high  school  during  the  past  two  years,  has 
crowded  our  new  rooms  to  such  an  extent  that  our  board  of  directors 
have  decided  to  erect  a  large  building  upon  the  academy  grounds,  to 
be  used  exclusively  for  high  school  purposes.  It  will  contain  all  the 
modern  improvements,  and  have  large  chemical  and  physical  labora- 
tories, manual  training  rooms  for  iron  and  wood  work,  a  large  gym- 
nasium hall,  and  a  fine  observatory  for  astronomical  purposes. 

The  free  text  book  system  worked  very  nicely.  The  books  and  sup- 
plies were  carefully  handled  by  the  pupils  of  all  our  grades.  After 
nine  rn'^Ti+'h^,'  '^'^■n?'+n-!it  n^o.  manvof  the  books  nrvDear  5ilmos!+  nq  r>o7.for>f 
as  new.    A  text  book  record  was  kept  by  each  teacher,  and  monthly 
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inspection  of  books  was  made.  Practical  lessons  in  neatness  and 
care  of  property  were  daily  inculcated  by  this  system,  and  a  large 
number  of  pupils  returned  to  school  to  complete  their  course  who 
would  not  have  done  so  under  the  old  text  book  system. 

The  study  of  music  was  revised  by  the  introduction  of  the  Normal 
course,  and  with  the  assistance  of  Professor  Ck)x  of  Boston,  who  paid 
us  several  visits,  giving  instruction  to  our  teachers,  and  illustrating 
the  work,  we  made  quite  commendable  progress  in  this  branch. 

Lessons  in  kindness  and  humane  culture  were  impressed  by  es- 
tablishing Bands  of  Mercy  in  our  several  schools.  A  very  marked 
effect  was  noticeable  in  the  general  deportment  and  in  more  refined 
and  gentle  manners  among  the  pupils,  where  these  societies  were 
nicely  organized.  We  hope  to  continue  and  emphasize  this  good  work 
for  we  feel  that  it  is  one  of  the  best  avenues  for  reaching  and  enlisting 
the  children's  better  natures,  and  furnishes  an  excellent  foundation 
for  true  character  building. 

Special  attention  was  given  to  "nature  studies"  during  the  year. 
The  interest  manifested  by  the  pupils,  and  the  collection  of  their  little 
cabinets  of  plants,  insects,  minerals,  etc.,  clearly  indicate  that  our 
boys  and  girls  are  daily  getting  into  closer  touch  with  the  great,  busy, 
throbbing  world  of  life  and  beauty  that  lies  so  invitingly,  yet  so  often 
unobserved  or  unheeded  about  them. 

Our  rapidly  increasing  school  population  necessitated  the  organi- 
zation of  four  new  schools  at  the  opening  of  the  year,  and  for  their 
accommodation,  our  board  completed  the  third  story  of  the  Lincoln 
school  and  fitted  up  two  rooms  in  the  Wickersham  building. 

The  school  displays  at  the  close  of  the  year  afforded  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  comparing  the  work  of  the  several  grades,  and  for 
studying  our  general  school  methods.  It  will  doubtless  be  the  means 
of  stimulating  both  teachers  and  pupils  to  better  results,  and  give 
them  broader  and  clearer  ideals  of  their  work. 


SHARON— J.  W.  Canon. 


By  an  examination  of  last  year's  reports  to  the  Sta-'.e  Department 
by  our  brother  superintendents,  we  were  delighted  to  learn  that  all 
the  schools  of  the  State  were  in  their  usual  highly  prosperous  condi- 
tion. We  shall  be  greatly  surprised  if  the  reports  for  the  year  just 
closed  do  not  convey  the  information  that  the  same  happy  state  of 
affairs  still  exists.  So  allowing  us  to  judge  ourselves,  we  say  we  be- 
lieve we  are  "on  the  road"  to  the  Oit^  of  Improvement. 
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Free  Books. 

Our  year's  experience  with  free  text  books  has  been  very  satis- 
factory. The  S3^stem  adds  considerable  to  the  labors  and  responsi- 
bilities of  teachers,  principals,  and  superintendent,  but  the  resulting 
benefits  are  worth  much  more  than  cost.  This  work  was  carefully 
and  conscientiously  done.  The  books  were  examined  at  regular  in- 
tervals, and  nearly  every  fine  imposed  for  more  than  ordinary  wear  of 
books  was  promptly  paid.  The  books  were  returned  at  the  end  of  the 
year  in  a  surprisingly  good  condition.  It  was  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  teachers  that  the  books  were  better  cared  for  than  when  owned 
by  the  pupils.  Also  that  there  was  less  waste  of  paper,  pens  and 
pencils  than  when  the  pupils  supplied  themselves  with  these  articles. 
Our  attendance  was  increased,  the  whole  district  was  better  supplied, 
and  at  less  expense,  the  classification  and  promotion,  as  well  as  the 
"demotion"  of  pupils,  were  made  easier.  We  hope  no  "step  backward" 
on  the  question  will  be  taken  by  our  law-makers. 

Teachers. 

The  public  yearly  demands  more  of  its  schools.  Vocal  music  and 
drawing  have  now  a  place  in  the  course  of  studj  about  as  secure  as 
arithmetic  and  reading.  Not  only  "scientific  teaching,"  but  the  teach- 
ing of  science  is  provided  for  in  every  well  organized  system  of  schools 
in  our  State.  The  observation  of  the  phenomena  of  nature,  and  the 
demonstration  of  its  laws,  sharpen  the  powers  of  observation  as  per- 
haps no  other  school  exercise  does;  while  the  oral  and  written  state- 
ment of  this  knowledge  furnish  excellent  drill  in  language  work.  This 
demand  is  not  unreasonable  if  the  teachers  are  trained  for  the  work. 
The  law  should  prescribe  a  course  of  professional  training  for  the 
teacher,  and  no  one  should  be  allowed  to  enter  upon  the  work  of  teach- 
ing till  that  course  had  been  thoroughly  mastered.  Our  Normal 
schools  as  at  present  organized  do  but  little  toward  furnishing  trained 
teachers  for  our  schools.  With  their  meagre  course  of  study,  and 
their  management  entirely  confined  to  the  neighborhood  in  which  the 
school  is  located,  they  are  little  more  than  private  academies,  with 
their  hands  in  the  State  treasuiy.  These  schools  should  be  controlled 
by  the  State,  thus  preventing  unseemly  factional  quarrels  for  control 
for  private  gain.  They  should  be  supported  entirely  by  the  State, 
making  the  tuition  free  so  that  the  energy  and  ingenuity  of  the  faculty 
and  trustees  might  be  expended  in  training  the  students  for  real 
teachers,  rather  than  in  trying  to  secure  a  large  patronage  for  "rev- 
enue only,"  or  in  trying  to  perpetuate  their  own  control.  Then  the 
motive  for  increasing  the  number  of  the  graduating  class  at  the  ex- 
pense of  their  teaching  power,  would,  in  large  measure,  be  taken  a  wpv. 

1 3-6-94 
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SHENAXDOAH— Martin  P.  Whitaker. 

I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  Shenandoah  during  the 
year  just  closed,  all  the  educational  forces  of  the  district  have  worked 
in  harmony,  and  the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory.  The  year 
has  been  one  of  the  most  active,  progressive  and  successful  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  schools. 

Our  school  board  has  been  energetic  and  earnest  in  the  administra- 
tion of  school  affairs,  and  all  that  has  been  done  during  the  year  has 
been  done  thoroughly  and  in  a  business-lilie  way. 

A  new  six-room  building  has  been  erected  and  furnished  in  the  most 
approved  manner,  at  a  cost  of  §16,000.  It  is  furnished  throughout 
with  single  desks,  ample  blackboard  surface  of  natural  slate,  neat 
text  book  cases,  etc.,  and  heated  and  A'entUated  by  the  Smead-Wills 
system.  Five  rooms  are  used  for  school  purposes  and  one  as  a  library 
and  directors'  meeting  room.  The  latter  is  handsomely  and  conve- 
niently furnished,  and,  as  a  library  and  meeting  room,  it  is  exceed- 
ingly inviting  and  commodious. 

The  librarj"  has  been  greatly  improved  by  the  addition  of  about 
eleven  hundred  new  volumes  and  the  re-binding  of  many  of  the  old 
books.  This  has  been  done  at  a  cost  of  over  thirteen  hundred  dollars. 
In  its  new  quarters,  and  with  these  improvements,  the  library  has 
grown  remarkably  in  popularity  and  usefulness.  The  patronage  of 
the  pupils  of  our  schools  and  of  the  public  has  increased  four-fold.  A 
reference  library  containing  about  fifty  volumes  has  been  placed  in 
the  high  school.  Our  last  addition  to  the  library  consists  of  an  ex- 
ceptionally good  selection  of  works.  The  list  was  made  out  by  Mr. 
Daniel  Ogden,  chairman  of  the  library  committee.  Mr.  Ogden  pesses- 
ses  a  rare  knowledge  of  books,  and  is  an  excellent  judge  of  the  needs 
and  tastes  of  our  people  in  this  direction.  To  his  unselfish  and  in- 
telligent labors  we  owe  the  present  excellent  condition  of  our  library. 

The  law  of  1893,  in  reference  to  water  closets,  has  been  complied 
with.  Fences  haA'e  been  erected  dividing  the  school  yards;  separate 
water  closets  for  boys  and  girls,  with  separate  ways  of  access,  have 
been  provided;  disinfectants  have  been  freely  used,  and  the  good  re- 
sults expected  have  accrued  to  the  schools. 

The  free  text  book  law  has  been  carried  out  in  a  business-like  man- 
ner. We  set  out  to  supply  generously  everything  necessary  for  the 
prosecution  of  good  school  work,  and  at  the  same  time  to  prevent 
waste  and  extravagance  and  to  cultivnte  habits  of  respect  for  pnblir 
property  in  the  schools.     To  accomjtlish  this  the  seci  etary  of  the  board 
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has  been  emploj^ed  continuously  at  a  regular  monthly  salary,  and 
given  charge  of  the  text  book  and  supj)ly  department  in  addition  to 
his  other  duties.  A  system  of  distributing  and  accounting  has  been 
in  operation  and  we  have  succeeded  to  our  entire  satisfaction  in  sup- 
plj-ing  and  caring  for  the  property.  Among  the  good  results  apparent 
from  the  carrying  out  of  the  law  are :  better  school  attendance,  better 
care  of  books,  and  more  respect  for  school  property. 

The  schools  have  been  conducted  during  the  term  along  the  lines 
of  former  years,  with  but  very  few  changes.  We  have  taken  occasion 
at  our  teachers'  meetings  to  discuss  fully  our  present  system  and 
methods,  and  thus  our  teachers  have  been  prepared  for  a  few  nec- 
essary changes  in  our  course  of  study  and  methods,  which  we  expect 
will  prove  beneficial. 

With  a  good  system  of  schools  in  successful  operation,  a  live  and 
earnest  school  board,  a  good  corps  of  teachers,  and  a  community 
watchful  and  interested  in  our  school  affairs,  the  educational  interests 
of  our  borough  are  safe  and  well  cared  for. 


SOUTH  BETHLEHEM.— Owen  R  Wilt. 

In  submitting  my  report,  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  there  has  been 
more  illustrative  teaching  in  our  schools,  by  means  of  suitable  appa- 
ratus, partly  furnished  by  the  board  of  directors  and  partly  devised 
by  the  teachers,  during  the  past  term  than  ever  before. 

The  course  of  study  has  been  carefully  and  completely  revised,  and 
has  been  materially  enriched  by  the  introduction  of  new  and  better 
adapted  arithmetics  and  White's  new  system  of  art  instruction,  in- 
cluding full  synopses  on  color,  form  and  arrangement,  and  by  the  ad- 
dition of  a  regularly  graded  course  in  language  exercises. 

The  study  of  the  elements  of  the  natural  sciences,  introduced  into 
our  schools  at  the  beginning  of  the  term,  has  awakened  a  new  interest 
in  our  work.  In  consequence  of  this  study  teachei's  and  pupils  are 
concerned  about  and  give  attention  to  the  plants  and  flowers,  to  fruit 
and  forest  trees,  their  growth  and  the  care  and  attention  they  need ; 
they  study  the  birds  which  God  has  made  to  dwell  among  our  shade 
trees  and  in  the  woods  that  surround  our  town,  and  which  delight 
us  so  much  with  their  graceful  forms,  their  pretty  colors,  and  their 
sweet  songs.  They  delight  in  studying  the  habits  and  manners  of 
bees,  butterflies  and  other  insects  as  weU  as  those  of  fishes  and  rep- 
tiles. 
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In  several  of  our  schools,  the  pupils  have  made  very  commendable 
collections  of  specimens  in  the  various  sciences,  so  much  so  that  the 
board  has  appropriated  a  sum  of  money  sufficiently  large  to  provide 
each  building  with  a  suitable  natural  history  case. 

In  introducing  these  studies  our  purpose  is  to  create  in  our  young 
people  a  love  and  desire  for  the  study  of  nature  and  thus  afford  them 
wholesome  physical  exercise,  and  at  the  same  time  store  their  minds 
with  valuable  infonnation. 

Praiseworthy'  progress  has  been  made  in  the  subject  of  reading  by 
a  large  number  of  our  teachers  during  the  past  term.  We  still  believe 
that  our  method  of  teaching  beginners  to  read  is  the  best  for  our 
schools. 

I  finnly  believe  that  it  is  the  most  natural  method  that  can  be  used 
anywhere,  and  my  belief  is  largely  based  upon  personal  observation  of 
the  results  accomplished  by  some  of  our  most  active  teachers.  To 
teach  by  our  method,  viz:  the  word  and  phonic  method,  one  must 
underetand  it.  To  understand  it  one  must  study  it.  Only  those  who 
are  master  of  the  subject  succeed. 

If  letting  pupils  read  were  all  that  is  required  in  teaching  reading, 
any  one  could  teach  this  subject;  but  to  teach  reading  properlj^  and 
successfully,  requires  more  energy  and  more  careful  watching  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher  than  is  required  in  any  other  branch  on  the  cur- 
riculum of  study. 

Those  who  worked  energetically  and  enthusiastically  in  this  branch 
have  produced  results  far  beyond  my  expectations.  The  pupils  of 
such  teachers  read  fluently  and  with  expression,  and  grasp  the 
thought  quickly.  Interest  in  reading  is  greatly  augmented  in  our 
schools  by  the  use  of  the  supplementary  readers;  they  relieve  the  class 
from  the  tiresome  and  humdrum  repetition  of  the  regular  readers, 
and  give  the  teacher  an  opportunity  to  test  his  pupils  in  their  knowl- 
edge and  mastery  of  words. 

I  am  pleased  with  the  results  obtained  and  the  interest  displayed 
by  the  teachers  in  the  study  of  language  and  composition.  The  aim 
of  the  work  in  language,  as  taught  in  our  lower  grades,  is  not  to  store 
the  mind  of  the  pupil  with  technical  jwints  of  the  "law  of  the  lan- 
guage," but  to  make  him  fluent  and  correct  in  the  use  of  the  language 
of  our  country. 

White's  new  system  of  art  instruction  has  made  quite  a  hit  in  our 
schools.  This  system,  if  properly  carried  out  serves  greatly  to  en- 
lighten the  mind  and  adapt  the  hand  of  the  pupil.  Color,  form  and  ar- 
rangement are  harmoniously  combined  in  the  system;  opportunities 
for  original  ideas  and  original  designs  are  plentiful  throughout  it. 
Most  excellent  results  have  been  produ'^'ed  by  both  teachers  and  pupi's. 

In  general,  the  work  done  in  arithmetic,  history,  geography,  phy- 
siology, penmanship,  etc.,  has  been  satisfactory. 
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I  am  glad  to  report  that  we  have  had.  but  few  deaths  during  the 
term,  and  that  the  health  of  the  pupils,  over  which  we  have  zealously 
watched,  has  been  exceptionally  good.  It  has  been  the  aim  of  the 
Superintendent,  directors  and  teachers  to  provide  our  school  rooms 
with  sufficient  pure  air,  and  to  have  the  best  ventilation  possible. 
Disinfectants  have  been  used  regularly  in  all  the  apartments,  in  rooms, 
cellars  and  closets.  The  board  of  directors  has  taken  the  initiatory 
steps  towards  erecting  better  accommodations  for  the  pupils  of  Ex- 
celsior building.  The  closets  of  this  building  have  been  a  constant 
source  of  trouble  for  a  number  of  years.  The  Smead- Wills  &  Go's 
system  of  closets,  now  in  use  in  three  of  our  buildings,  are,  in  my 
opinion,  most  excellent;  but  the  system  must  be  understood  and  needs 
careful  attention.  If  the  system  is  neglected  it  becomes  objection- 
able; but  let  us  bear  in  mind  that  any  system  of  closets  which  is  to 
accommodate  from  three  to  five  hundred  children  for  a  period  of  two 
hundred  days  in  a  year,  needs  careful  attention,  and  if  neglected  will 
become  objectionable.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  our  board  does  not 
lack  in  providing  for  the  schools  of  the  district.  For  the  coming  term, 
it  has  already  provided  each  room  in  the  district  with  a  large  supply 
of  books,  such  as  books  of  reference,  books  on  ethics  for  young  people, 
on  morals  and  manners,  on  the  elements  of  the  sciences,  on  music,  on 
driUs,  on  physical  education,  etc.  It  has  also  appropriated  one  hun- 
dred dollars  toward  increasing  the  high  school  library;  one  hundred 
dollars  for  the  purchasing  of  physical  and  chemical  apparatus  for  the 
high  school  and  one  hundred  dollars  toward  establishing  a  library 
for  the  grammar  department.  In  addition  to  the  above  the  board  has 
purchased  three  sets  of  the  International  Encyclopedia,  historical 
works,  outline  maps,  globes,  etc. 

To  the  directors  I  feel  under  great  obligations  for  their  ample  sup- 
port, given  me  whenever  it  was  needed ;  to  the  teachers  for  their  faith- 
ful performance  of  their  duties,  and  to  the  patrons  and  citizens  for 
their  kind  approval  of  the  work  done  and  the  results  achieved. 


SOUTH  EASTON— S.  E.  Shull. 

A  detriment  to  school  work,  which  is  not  fully  understood  by  some 
communities,  ours  among  them,  is  that  of  irregular  attendance.  Nor 
is  it  a  matter  easily  remedied  when  the  co-operation  of  parents  is 
wanting.  We  determined  to  raise  our  percentage  to  at  least  ninety 
during  the  year.     At  the  expense  of  a  great  deal  of  work  by  the 
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teachers,  met  with  decided  opposition  from  careless  parents,  we  were 
succeeding  very  well  until  it  was  deemed  wise  to  have  the  pupils  vac- 
cinated. Fully  two-thirds  of  our  school  population  were  compelled 
to  subject  themselves  to  this  treatment,  and  along  with  it  went  our 
hopes  of  better  attendance.  Now  that  aU  are  compelled  to  be  vac- 
cinated before  entering  school,  we  will  make  the  trial  again  during 
the  coming  year. 

We  have  had  a  year's  experience  in  training  a  Normal  class.  To 
become  a  member  of  this  class,  pupils  must  be  graduates  of  the  high 
school.  They  must  attend  school  regularly,  make  a  thorough  study  of 
the  common  branches,  pursue  a  year's  course  in  methods  and  history 
of  education,  do  an  amount  of  actual  teaching  in  the  low^er  grades,  at 
prescribed  periods,  visit  all  the  schools  and  take  notes  on  the  methods 
employed  by  the  several  teachers.  By  means  of  this  course  much  of 
verdancy  of  the  young  teacher  is  doubtlessly  oliiniuated.  How'ever,  I 
do  not  believe  it  is  the  province  of  the  public  school  system  to  train 
teachers.  Our  Normal  schools  are  prepared  to  give  them  a  far  better 
training,  and  the  cost  of  attending  any  of  these  schools  is  so  very  rea- 
sonable, that  I  can  not  understand  why  men  and  women  of  any  ambi- 
tion at  all,  do  not  enter  them.  AVe  graduated  a  class  of  thirty-four 
pupils  at  our  late  commencement. 

During  the  last  four  years  our  promotions  from  grade  to  grade  have 
been  largely  dependent  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  teachers. 
This  is  an  ideal  way  of  doing  that  important  bit  of  work,  but  I  am 
quite  positive  that  the  best  interest  of  our  schools  here  can  be  better 
subserved  by  letting  that  "ideal  way"  severely  alone.  The  judgments 
of  teachers  vary  so  widely,  and  the  influences — influences  which  far 
too  many  teachers  can  not  resist — brought  to  bear  upon  them  by 
parents  w'hose  children  ought  not  to  be  promoted,  are  responsible  for 
the  adoption  of  another  method  of  detennining  fitness  for  promotion. 

Our  teachers  have  been  visiting  their  co-laborers  at  home  and  else- 
where quite  frequently  during  the  year.  The  value  to  be  derived  from 
a  privilege  of  this  kind  is  very  great. 

For  the  first  time  we  have  made  our  promotions  a  month  prior  to 
the  closing  of  the  school  term.  The  claim  that  promotions  made  at 
such  a  time  are  conducive  to  more  study  and  better  attendance  during 
the  last  month  of  a  term,  holds  good  in  this  district. 

Through  the  instrumentality  of  a  school  entertainment  and  an  ad- 
mirable lecture  by  Deputy  Supt.Houck,  we  have  added  a  hundred  dol- 
lars worth  of  books  to  our  school  library.  Our  pupils  are  awake  on 
the  question  of  general  reading,  and  through  them  we  expect  to  be- 
come the  possessors  of  a  good  working  library. 
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STEELTON— L.  E.  McGinnes. 

The  enrolment  in  our  schools  for  the  past  year  was  1,598,  an  in- 
crease of  84  over  the  previous  year.  This  increase  was  largely  due  to 
two  causes,  first,  the  complete  adoption  of  the  free  text  books,  and 
second,  the  lack  of  work  for  boys  in  stores  and  other  places  of  busi- 
ness, owing  to  the  great  financial  depression.  An  encouraging  fea- 
ture of  the  present  enrolment  is  the  increased  proportion  of  pupils  in 
the  upper  grades.  In  1885,  but  10  per  cent,  were  in  the  five  highest 
grades.  In  1889,  the  number  had  increased  to  12  per  cent.,  and  in 
1894,  it  is  15^  per  cent.  Three  large  schools  of  the  eighth  and  ninth 
grades,  and  a  rapidly  increasing  high  school,  are  evidences  that  our 
people  appreciate  their  educational  advantages  to  a  greater  degree 
than  ever  before. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  was  91  for  the  term,  2  per  cent.  less, 
than  the  previous  year.  The  cause  for  this  is  readily  explained.  The 
great  snow  storm  on  the  11th  of  April,  and  the  high  water  in 
the  Susquehanna  in  the  latter  part  of  May,  interfered  with  the  at- 
tendance to  such  an  extent  that  the  total  percentage  was  lowered  at 
least  two  per  cent.  The  fiood  to  which  we  refer  caused  the  West 
Side  school,  containing  eight  rooms,  to  be  closed  eight  days  before  the 
completion  of  the  term. 

No  radical  changes  were  made  in  the  organization  of  the  schools 
during  the  year.  A  few  slight  changes  were  made  in  the  course  of 
studies  by  introducing  the  work  earlier  than  formerly  in  some  of  the 
grades.  These  changes  have  proven  beneficial  and  have  opened  the 
way  to  enrich  the  course  in  the  grammar  and  high  schools  without 
necessarily  overcrowding  the  pupils. 


SUNBUKY— C.  D.  Oberdorf. 

Having  the  required  population,  and  feeling  that  closer  supervision 
would  bring  about  greater  uniformity  in  grade  work,  and  better  gen- 
eral results,  our  school  board,  under  the  Act  of  June  10,  1881,  elected 
their  first  borough  superintendent,  and  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Department,  I  herewith  submit  a  brief  report  of  the 
schools  of  Sunbury  district. 
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We  are  pleased  to  note  that  the  school  year  has  been  one  of  more 
than  ordinary  activity  and  prosperity  in  our  educational  work.  The 
school  term  has  been  increased  to  nine  months;  examinations  have 
been  abolished,  and  pupils  are  promoted  upon  the  recommendation  of 
their  teachers,  provided  they  have  attained  the  average  in  daily  class 
work  and  attendance  required  for  advancement.  These  requirements 
are  75  per  cent,  in  mathematics,  SO  per  cent,  in  all  other  studies,  and 
90  per  cent,  in  attendance.  Sickness  and  contagious  diseases  are  not 
to  bar  a  pupil  from  promotion  without  examination,  provided  the 
teacher  in  charge  feels  satisfied  that  such  pupils  are  qualified  for  a 
higher  grade.  The  bc-st  of  results  have  been  obtained,  and  teachers 
directors,  parents  and  pupils  are  all  pleased  and  gratified. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  rules  abolishing  examinations,  and  basing 
promotions  upon  regularity  of  attendance  and  satisfactoiy  class 
i-ecord,  the  attendance  has  been  much  better,  and  there  has  been  more 
earnest  effort  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  to  maintain  a  good  class  record, 
even  to  the  very  last  day  of  the  term. 

The  directors  have  been  jjrompt  and  progressive;  purchasing  all 
needed  text  books  and  supplies,  providing  neat  cases  for  each  school 
room,  in  which  these  supplies  may  be  kept  during  the  school  tei*m  and 
stored  during  vacation,  erecting  fire  escapes,  and  in  various  ways  con- 
tributing to  the  comforts  and  nc^ds  of  teachers  and  pupils. 

The  discipline  of  our  schools  has  bt^en  commendable.  Most  of  the 
teachers  govern  well  w  ithout  apparent  effort,  and  the  atmosphere  of 
cheerful  obedience  which  pervades  most  of  our  school  rooms  is,  indeed, 
a  healthful  one. 

Our  school  buildings,  erected  many  years  ago,  and  enlarged  from 
time  to  time,  do  not  possess  the  modem  comforts,  improvements  and 
conveniences  so  essential  to  successful  school  work,  and  w-e  have 
strongly  urged  upon  our  board  of  directors  the  great  need  of  new 
buddings,  more  commodious,  modern  in  their  architecture  and  heated 
and  ventilated  by  modern  methods.  We  hope  to  see  them  in  the 
course  of  construction  before  another  year  shall  have  ended. 

Vocal  music  was  introduced  into  our  schools  last  year  and  the  re- 
sults have  been  generally  satisfactory.  Mason's  national  music  charts 
and  music  readers  adopted  by  the  board,  w^ere  purchased  and  are  now 
in  use  in  all  the  schools. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  each  alternate  Monday  evening  im- 
mediately after  the  close  of  school.  Questions  of  discipline,  methods 
of  teaching  certain  branches,  progress  of  pupils,  and  various  educa- 
tional subjects  were  discussed,  reports  were  received  from  all  the 
teachers,  and  much  good  was  accomplished.  The  best  teachers  are, 
as  a  rule,  conscious  of  their  deficiencies  and  are  ready  to  improve 
themselves  bv  every  means  at  their  command.     Those  who  can  derive 
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no  benefit  from  such  meetings  may  be  truthfully  said  to  have  outlived 
their  usefulness  as  teachers. 

Our  high  school  library  now  contains  more  than  seven  hundred 
volumes  and  has  become  a  valuable  auxiliary  in  promoting  a  keen 
and  healthful  appetite  for  pure  and  good  literature.  About  fifty  vol- 
umes were  added  during  the  present  school  year. 

Eighteen  girls  and  seven  boys  were  graduated  from  the  high  school 
in  the  class  of  '94,  and  the  commencement  exercises  held  in  Lyons' 
Opera  House,  on  Friday  evening,  June  8,  were  specially  interesting. 

A  very  large  and  appreciative  audience  generously  greeted  the 
class,  an  evidence  of  the  keen  interest  our  citizens  feel  in  this  as  in 
all  other  departments  of  our  public  schools. 

With  the  kind  co-operation  of  the  board  of  directors,  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  devote  my  best  energies  to  the  work  entrusted  to  me,  and, 
assisted  by  a  faithful  corps  of  teachei-s,  we  hope  to  see  our  schools 
advance  to  a  higher  plane  of  progress  and  efficiency. 


TAMAQUA— R.  F.  Ditchbum. 

This  again  is  the  time  for  school  superintendents  of  counties  and 
districts  to  tell  you  of  their  successes  and  failures,  especially  suc- 
cesses. I  wish  I  could  report  this  year  as  I  did  other  years,  but  alas, 
I  cannot,  for  this  has  been  the  worst  year  for  school  work  I  have  ever 
seen  in  Tamaqua,  and  I  am  sure  it  was  not  the  fault  of  our  pupils,  our 
teachers  or  mj^self.  Our  pupils  are  second  to  none  in  those  traits  of 
character  which  are  so  pleasing  to  every  teacher,  clean,  well-dressed, 
obedient,  respectful,  showing  that  the  majority  comes  from  respecta- 
ble, well-ordered  homes,  and  I  am  sure  our  teachers  do  not  deal  with  a 
slack  hand.  I'll  not  tell  you  what  I  am  myself.  But  all  such  forces, 
though  never  so  thoroughly  organized,  can  not  successfully  contend 
against  an  adverse  fate,  and  the  fate  that  struck  us  came  in  the  shape 
of  "The  Board  of  Health."  One  blow  from  this  institution  knocked 
us  out,  and  onr  blooming  prospects  and  best  laid  schemes  came  to 
nought.  Up  to  the  end  of  March,  our  work  was  prospering  in  our 
schools,  then  the  edict  went  forth,  "be  ye  vaccinated  oh  ye  children  of 
men,"  and  many  of  the  people  were  stubborn  and  would  not  vaccinate, 
and  the  attendance  fell  off  awfully.  This  must  have  angered  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  measles  followed  and  cleaned  out  our  schools. 
I  hope  our  i>eople  in  the  future  will  not  fight  against  the  Board  of 
Health,  lest  a  worse  thing  may  come  upon  them. 
13* 
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Although  we  have  been  so  very  much  demoralized,  yet  the  number 
of  our  pupils  has  increased  somewhat;  true  the  increase  came  before 
the  catastrophe. 

Our  school  directors  have  bought  a  lot  on  which  they  will  this  year 
put  up  a  building  to  accommodate  our  high  school  and  four  grammar 
schools.  Lot  and  building  will  cost  something  like  |30,000.  We  have 
a  live  school  board  and  things  educational  in  Tamaqua  continue  to 
look  up.  With  our  new  building,  we  will  get  five  more  schools  and 
overcrowding  will  then  be  a  thing  of  the  past. 

On  Thursday  evening,  June  28,  we  held  our  commencement  exer- 
cises and  ten  graduates  were  granted  diplomas.  The  class  was  com- 
posed of  three  young  ladies  and  sexen  young  gentlemen.  Our  opera 
house  was  beautifully  decorated  and  filled  to  overflowing  with  a  well- 
pleased  congregation. 

Today,  June  29,  our  schools  closed  for  a  two  months'  vacation,  and  I 
hope  before  next  September  the  Board  of  Health,  vaccination  and 
measles  will  have  given  us  a  long,  long  rest. 


TITUSVILLE— K.  D.  Crawford. 

In  re^'iewing  the  past  year's  work  of  our  schools,  I  find  much  to 
praise  and  little  to  condemn. 

Our  cit}-  is  divided  into  four  wards,  each  containing  a  school  of 
from  four  to  ten  rooms.  These  schools  are  presided  over  by  very  com- 
petent lady  principals,  whose  duties  as  teachers  of  rooms  interfere 
greatly  with  their  duties  as  principals. 

Their  efforts  in  each  case,  however,  being  seconded  by  the  enthu- 
siasm of  some  of  the  most  interesting  teachers  it  has  been  my  privi- 
lege to  meet,  have  not  been  in  vain,  and  with  the  necessary  improve- 
ments which  our  honorable  school  board  are  about  to  provide  during 
vacation,  we  look  forward  to  the  work  of  next  year  with  very  great 
encouragement. 

]Miss  Laetitia  M.  Wilson  still  leads  a  noble  corps  of  teachers  in  our 
high  school,  whose  abilities  are  best  shown  by  the  fact  that  our  gradu- 
ates enter  the  best  colleges  without  further  preparation. 

The  new  high  school  building  dedicated  September  15,  1893,  is  a 
valuable  addition  to  our  school  property  and  has  already  shown  its 
advantages  for  school  work  by  an  increase  of  nearly  125  per  cent,  in 
the  enrolment  of  pupils  during  the  month  of  Febmnry.  1894.  over 
February,  1893. 
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Our  physical  and  chemical  laboratories  are  organized  and  equipped 
on  the  individual  plan  and  accommodate  twenty-three  pupils  at  a 
time. 

The  library  association  having  placed  their  books  in  beautiful  cases 
in  our  library,  the  pupils  have  a  reading  privilege  of  over  4,000  choice 
works  in  the  field  of  letters.  The  course  of  study  throughout  is  being 
re-arranged  to  conform  to  the  recommendations  of  the  "Committee  of 
Ten." 

Two  courses  of  university  extension  lectures  were  conducted  in 
our  high  school  by  Dr.  W.  Clark  Kobinson,  one  on  "The  Poets  of  the 
Age  of  the  Kevolution,"  and  one  on  "Wm.  Shakespeare,  The  Man  and 
his  Works,"  each  was  interesting,  able  and  very  profitable. 

Drs.  J.  M.  Eice  and  W.  H.  Crawford  also  delivered  valuable  ad- 
dresses, making  in  all  fourteen  educational  lectures,  which  were  well 
attended  and  highly  enjoyed  by  teachers,  pupils  and  patrons. 

Th  free  text  book  law  has  been  a  great  success  with  us.  Despite 
the  unprecedented  hard  times,  our  average  attendance  has  increased. 

The  citizens  have  been  saved  at  least  25  per  cent,  of  their  former 
school  book  and  school  supply  bills,  and  less  than  one-half  dozen  books 
have  been  destroyed  or  lost  during  the  year. 

Together  with  nearly  all  the  principals  and  superintendents  in  the 
district,  I  am  far  from  pleased  with  the  present  management  of  our 
so-called  State  Normal  school.  I  do  not  refer  to  the  principal  nor  to 
the  teachers;  they  doubtless  do  the  best  they  can.  But  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  our  Normal  schools  should  be  State  institutions  and  not 
private  academies  with  a  hand  in  the  public  treasury,  practically  con- 
trolled by  a  local  board  of  trustees,  whose  intellectual  horizon  is 
barely  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  see  clearly  the  needs  of  an  ordinary 
district  school. 

The  State  should  have  a  maximum  and  not  a  minimum  control  in 
all  Normal  school  work,  and  none  but  men  of  the  broadest  culture 
and  most  liberal  education  should  be  permitted  to  exercise  authority 
over  these,  the  most  important  of  all  the  good  and  noble  institutions 
of  our  great  Commonwealth. 


WEST  CHESTER^Addison  Jones. 

The  school  term  opened  with  a  large  number  of  new  teachers,  only 
one  of  whom  had  no  experience.  All  the  teachers  did  conscientious 
work.    In  consequence,  we  had  a  prosperous  year  in  our  schools.    Not 
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so  many  of  our  pupils  left  school  to  go  to  work  or  to  attend  other 
schools.  Out  of  a  class  of  thirty-eight  admitted  to  the  high  school, 
all  but  one  entered.  Strong  teachers,  together  with  the  manual  train- 
ing room  and  the  boys'  debating  club,  have  done  much  to  make  the 
grammar  grade  boys  desirous  to  enter  the  high  school  and  continue 
until  graduation.  The  graduating  class  consisted  of  eight  boys  and 
nine  girls. 

The  progress  of  the  work  in  nearly  all  the  rooms  was  impeded  by  a 
few  irregular  attendants.  These  children  are  not  interested  in  their 
opportunities,  while  their  parents  are  frequently  not  sufiSciently 
aroused  to  the  welfare  of  their  children  to  compel  them  to  attend 
school  daily.  An  enumeration  of  the  children  of  school  age,  and  a 
compulsoiy  school  law  would  be  a  great  educational  advantage  to  the 
State. 

The  district  association  of  teachers,  which  meets  in  West  Chesiterl,  has 
now  a  teachers'  working  library  of  more  than  two  hundred  volumes. 
The  meetings  are  full  of  interest  and  are  highly  profitable  to  all  who 
attend  them.  The  subject  of  child  study  was  taken  up  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  term.  Dr.  A.  T.  Smith,  of  the  State  Normal  school, 
lectured  to  the  teachers  on  the  subject  at  nearly  all  the  meetings,  and 
gave  specific  instruction  for  observation  and  collecting  data  in  the 
school  room. 

Psychology  was  made  the  most  attractive  study  for  the  teachers. 
The  children  were  carefully  noticed  in  their  recitations  in  reading, 
spelling,  arithmetic  and  writing.  Equal  care  was  taken  to  obsei-ve 
them  in  their  study  of  these  lessons.  Observations  were  recorded 
and  tabulated.  The  conclusions  reached  after  a  study  of  the  tables, 
aided  the  teachers  in  improving  their  methods  of  teaching,  helped 
them  to  know  their  pupils  better,  and  to  assign  lessons  more  wisely, 
and  in  some  cases  made  the  discipline  less  rigid  and  the  children  more 
teachable.  We  had  never  studied  any  subject  in  our  general  teachers' 
meetings  that  helped  our  teachers  so  much  and  had  so  marked  an 
effect  on  the  schools. 

The  deposits  in  the  savings  bank  through  the  schools  were  larger 
than  the  previous  year.  Vocal  music  is  now  as  thoroughly  graded 
as  any  other  branch  of  study.  In  the  manual  training  department 
a  course  in  Sloyd  work  was  introduced  as  a  preparatory  drill  for  the 
regular  course. 

The  high  school  classes  continued  their  courses  in  reading.  One 
hundred  books  were  selected  by  the  teachers,  and  read  by  the  children. 
Each  child  read  six  books.  After  a  pupil  had  finished  reading  a  book, 
he  reviewed  it  in  writing,  and  then  discussed  the  author,  the  matter, 
and  the  style,  with  the  teacher,  who  asked  questions  to  ascertain  to 
■^■hat  extent  the  book  had  been  studied.  We  teach  the  chil-dren  not 
only  what  is  best  to  read,  but  beget  in  them  an  interest  in  the  master- 
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pieces  of  the  best  authors.  Many  of  our  pupils  are  acquiring  a  taste 
for  good  reading,  so  that  they  will  select  their  own  reading  carefully 
and  wisely. 

The  school  directors  purchased  a  three  acre  plot  of  ground,  an  en- 
tire square,  as  a  site  for  a  new  school  house.  They  are  now  erecting 
a  two-story,  thirteen-room  building;  base  of  rock-faced  serpentine, 
brick  above.  It  will  be  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Smead-Wills 
system.  Two  of  the  rooms  will  be  arranged  for  classes  in  wood  work 
and  sewing. 


WILKES-BAHRE— James  M.  Ooughlin. 

In  a  community  where  a  high  school  is  established,  there  can  be  no 
more  certain  measure  of  the  interest  and  educational  spirit  of  the 
people,  than  that  indicated  by  the  support  given  to  such  a  school. 
Where  the  high  school  is  well  attended,  and  where  public  sentiment 
sustains  school  oflQcers  in  making  expenditures  necessary  to  make 
such  a  school  thoroughly  efficient,  it  goes  without  saying  that  every 
other  part  of  the  school  system  is  equally  well  supported  and  main- 
tained. 

The  growth  of  our  high  school  is  quite  remarkable,  as  shown  by  the 
following  figures: 

For  the  school  year  ending  June,  1891,  the  first  year  after  consoli- 
dation, the  enrolment  in  the  high  school  was  133 ;  for  the  school  year 
ending  June  ,  1892,  the  enrolment  was  160;  for  the  school  year  ending 
June,  1893,  the  enrolment  was  197;  and  for  the  school  year  ending 
June,  1894,  the  enrolment  was  289. 

Fifty  students  were  graduated  at  the  close  of  the  present  school 
year,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  were  promoted  from  the  highest 
grammar  grade  into  the  high  school. 

Four  teachers  were  employed  in  the  high  school  for  the  school  year 
ending  June,  1891.  A  college  preparatory  department  was  provided 
for  after  the  first  of  January,  1892,  by  electing  a  special  teacher  of  the 
languages  as  head  of  this  department,  and  five  teachers  constituted 
the  corps  for  the  remainder  of  the  school  year.  The  number  of  stu- 
dents increased  and  additional  teaching  force  became  necessary.  The 
commercial  department  was  then  established,  and  a  skillful  teacher, 
especially  qualified  for  this  department  was  elected. 

From  a  school  which  simply  provided  for  a  higher  course  of  instruc- 
tion than  that  of  the  grammar  schools,  our  high  school  has  gradually 
taken  a  more  practical  and  distinctive  character,  aiming  not  only  ta 
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furnish  discipline,  and  to  acquaint  the  students  with  the  general  field 
of  useful  knowledge,  but  to  make  the  instruction  bear  directly  upon 
what  the  student  intends  to  do  when  the  high  school  course  has  been 
completed. 

With  this  purpose  in  mind,  four  lines  of  study  are  kept  in  view  in 
the  general  course,  not  differing  materially  in  character,  but  differing 
more  particularly  in  the  emphasis  given  to  certain  subjects  in  each 
course. 

The  English  scientific  coui-se  aims  to  complete  and  round  up  the 
course  in  the  grammar  schools,  and  provide  for  those  students  who 
do  not  expect  to  continue  a  course  of  instruction  in  any  other  school. 
Literature,  history,  natural  science,  civil  government,  and  political 
economy  are  emphasized. 

The  Latin  scientific  course  is  arranged  for  those  who  expect  to  take 
a  Normal  couree  in  the  State  Normal  schools  after  the  work  of  the 
high  school  course  is  completed. 

The  college  preparatory  course  emphasizes  the  languages  and 
mathematics.  It  does  not  aim  to  prepare  for  any  particular  college. 
The  purpose  is  to  give  a  thorough  course  in  the  leading  studies  re- 
quired in  all  colleges,  so  that  with  very  little  special  preparation,  the 
student  may  be  prepared  to  enter  any  college  he  may  choose. 

The  commercial  course  is  designed  for  those  who  can  spend  but  a 
short  time  in  the  high  school,  and  gives  as  thorough  drill  as  practi- 
cable, in  business  forms  and  methods,  book-keeping,  commercial  law, 
commercial  geography,  business  correspondence  and  civil  government. 

Too  great  a  gap  has  existed  between  the  elementary  schools  and  the 
high  school.  This  gap  occurs  between  the  time  when  pupOs  should 
complete  the  elementary  couree,  at  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  the 
time  when  they  show  that  degree  of  maturity  which  has  been  re- 
garded necessary  to  deal  with  the  usual  subjects  of  the  high  school 
course. 

This  gap  has  grown  out  of  the  standard  of  admission  to  the  high 
school.  These  requirements  have  emphasized  the  thought  side  of 
preparation,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  the  pupil  has  only  begun  to 
deal  with  the  substantial  thought  work  of  school  training. 

The  power  to  deal  with  this  side  of  education  is  largely  to  be  devel- 
oped in  the  high  school.  It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  for  pupils  to 
be  held  back  in  the  grammar  schools  to  do  the  work  which  properly 
belongs  to  the  high  school,  until  they  are  so  old  that  their  services  are 
demanded  in  the  homes  or  to  help  earn  a  livelihood,  and  in  conse- 
quence are  deprived  of  the  advantages  of  broader  culture.  It  is  fre- 
quently the  case  also  that  pupils  enter  the  high  schools  poor  spellers, 
very  ordinary  readers  and  poor  writers. 

The  high  school  cannot  be  made  a  separate  institution,  providing 
liiffher  education  for  the  few  who  mav  have  abundant  means  or  ex- 
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traordinary  ability,  which  eliminates  the  importance  of  time  in  edu- 
cation.   It  should  connect  itself  directly  to  the  grammar  school. 

There  should  be  no  more  difficulty  in  passing  from  the  highest  grade 
in  the  grammar  school  to  the  lowest  in  the  high  school,  than  in  pass- 
ing from  one  grade  to  another  in  any  other  part  of  the  system. 

We  have  tried  to  close  this  gap,  not  by  lowering  the  standard  of 
preparation,  but  by  requiring  more  intelligent  and  natural  prepara- 
tion; by  insisting  on  a  higher  standara  of  preparation  in  studies  that 
properly  should  be  completed  by  pupils  fourteen  years  of  age,  leaving 
the  more  difficult  test  of  arithmetic  and  analytic  grammar  to  be  made 
in  the  high  school,  after  the  logical  powers  of  the  mind  are  more  fully 
developed. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  elementary  schools  was  also'  raised  and 
went  into  operation  at  the  beginning  of  the  term.  The  time  required 
to  complete  this  course  was  extended  one  year,  making  it  nine  in- 
stead of  eight  years.  Algebra,  elementary  physics,  English  literature, 
stories  in  general  history,  civU  government  and  physical  geography 
were  added  to  the  grammar  school  course.  Mental  arithmetic  was 
put  into  the  eighth  and  ninth  years  of  the  course,  and  a  practical 
arithmetic  selected  that  involved  less  of  logical  arithmetic  but  had 
abundant  practice  in  simple  arithmetical  processes. 

Practical  lessons  in  English,  nature  studies,  vocal  music  and  draw- 
ing, were  given  a  place  on  the  program  during  the  entire  nine  years. 

Special  attention  was  given  by  the  committee  re\ising  the  course, 
to  the  adjjistment  of  studies,  so  that  certain  studies  might  be  com- 
pleted when  others  were  required  to  be  taken;  that  the  studies  taken 
at  any  one  time  should  be  as  few  as  possible. 

I  think  it  may  be  fairly  claimed  that  an  earnest  and  intelligent 
effort  is  being  made  by  all  connected  with  our  schools  to  keep  them 
in  the  line  of  progress  and  to  maintain  in  them  the  highest  possible 
standard  of  excellence. 


WILLIAMSPOET— Samuel  Transeau. 

The  flood  in  the  West  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna  river  on  the  20th 
of  May,  1894,  terminated  our  school  term  very  abruptly  seven  days 
before  the  time  set  by  the  board  for  the  customary  closing  exercises. 
Some  of  the  school  houses  being  too  damp,  wet  and  unhealthy  for  the 
children,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  close  the  schools  permanently  a 
few  days  earlier  than  usual. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  term,  the  attendance  was  excellent,  but  in 
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November  the  measles  and  other  contagious  diseases  broke  out  among 
the  pupils  of  the  schools  and  for  several  months  this  diminished  the 
average  attendance  very  much,  and  about  the  time  the  children  were 
again  returning  to  school  a  case  of  small-pox  occurred  in  the  western 
end  of  the  citj^,  and  the  board  deemed  it  right  to  take  precautionary 
measures  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this  loathsome  disease  by  enforc- 
ing compulsory  vaccination  among  the  pupils  of  the  schools.  The 
resolution  was  to  exclude  all  pupils  failing  to  bring  to  the  teacher  in 
charge  a  certificate  of  vaccination  from  a  reputable  physician  after 
the  19th  of  February,  1894.  The  time  of  presenting  said  certificate 
by  such  pupils  whose  physical  condition  did  not  permit  them  to  be 
vaccinated,  was  afterwards  extended  to  the  last  week  of  March. 
Since  more  than  80  per  cent,  of  our  pupils  brought  these  certificates, 
vaccination  more  or  less  demoralized  the  schools,  either  from  those 
remaining  out  permanently  because  of  non-vaccination,  or  on  account 
of  illness  of  many  caused  by  vaccination.  If  the  board  continue  the 
resolution  it  will  result  in  public  safety,  and  in  another  term  we  wUl 
have  to  deal  with  the  vaccination  business  only  on  the  first  admission 
of  a  pupil. 

The  free  text  books  have  proved  themselves  a  valuable  aid  in  the 
education  of  the  children  of  the  city.  Every  pupil,  as  soon  as  he 
enters  school  has  all  the  books  he  needs  and  at  less  cost  to  the  com- 
munity than  when  he  furnished  his  own  books.  In  addition  he  can 
have  a  greater  variety,  especially  in  the  matter  of  supplementary  read- 
ing, etc. 

Arbor  days  and  special  and  legal  holidays  were  not  permitted  to 
pass  without  an  effort  to  teach  their  significance  and  value  to  society. 

During  the  present  vacation  an  additional  school  house,  having  a 
seating  capacity  of  OAer  five  hundred  pupils,  will  be  added  to  the 
number  of  our  excellent  school  buildings.  All  of  our  school  houses, 
except  four,  have  been  built  within  the  last  seventeen  years.  We 
are  exceedingly  well  provided  with  school  accommodations,  in  fact 
having  more  school  rooms  than  we  can  at  present  occupy. 

The  district  and  annual  institutes  were  well  attended  during  the 
past  term.  During  the  early  part  of  the  term  a  class  of  primary 
teachers  was  formed  for  the  study  of  mental  science  as  applied  to 
teaching.  It  served  to  give  these  teachers  a  better  knowledge  of  the 
educational  principles  underlying  the  art  of  teaching.  Since  books  on 
teaching  and  school  management  are  abundant  and  cheap,  no  teacher 
should  be  permitted  to  teach  unless  he  is  able  to  give  in  succinct  form 
the  principles  that  underlie  these  subjects. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  add  that  our  schools  have  been  doing  satisfac- 
tory work.  Only  one  thing  is  lacking  to  make  the  schools  of  much 
greater  value  to  the  State  and  that  is  that  every  chOd  of  proper  school 
age  attend  school.     Too  many  children,  with  aU  our  educational  farili- 
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ties,  grow  up  in  large  cities  and  boroughs  outside  the  influence  and 
moulding  power  of  the  schools.  How  best  can  every  child  be  brought 
into  the  schools?     This  is  the  great  problem. 


YORK— A.  Wanner. 


The  use  of  free  text  books  and  supplies  constituted  the  special 
feature  of  the  year's  work.  An  increase  in  the  attendance,  greater 
in  the  secondary  schools  than  in  the  other  grades,  was  one  of  the 
results. 

The  teachers  faithfully  and  intelligently  discharged  the  added  re- 
sponsibilities imposed  by  the  use  of  free  text  books,  and  are  deserving 
of  special  commendation  for  the  preservation  and  proper  use  of  the 
books  and  supplies  furnished. 

It  is  a  deserved  recognition  of  his  interest  in  the  cause  of  education, 
to  state  here  that  Hou.  D.  K.  Noell,  ex-mayor  of  the  city,  and  one  of 
our  directors,  visited  every  school  once  each  month. 

An  efficient  board  of  controllers  and  a  corps  of  zealous  teachers, 
facilitated  the  work  of  the  year,  and  thus  placed  the  responsibility  for 
the  condition  of  our  schools  upon  the  superintendent.  If  the  public 
schools  of  the  citv  have  not  advanced,  the  fault  rests  with  him. 
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State  Normal  Schools. 


FIKST  DISTRICT— WEST  CHESTER. 


Gr.  M.  Philips,  Principal. 


Notwithstanding  the  general  depression  in  business,  the  past  year 
here  has  been  a  prosperous  one,  especially  during  the  spring  tenn, 
at  which  the  attendance  has  been  the  greatest  in  the  school's  history. 
The  coming  year  promises  to  be  no  less  prosperous  and  successful. 

Our  new  recitation  hall,  which  was  reported  a  year  ago  as  finished, 
has  been  in  use  during  all  the  past  year,  and  has  more  than  met  our 
expectations  as  to  its  advantages  to  the  school.  Especially  are  we 
pleased  with  the  admirable  lighting  and  ventilation  of  the  class  rooms. 
It  has  greatly  helped  to  make  the  work  of  the  past  year,  as  we  believe, 
more  efficient  than  ever  before. 

Our  trustees  have  decided  to  erect  a  new  model  school  building,  a 
much  needed  improvement.  It  Avill  be  of  green  stone,  of  ample  size 
to  provide  for  a  Kindergarten  as  well  as  for  the  model  school  proper. 
Our  board  can  be  depended  upon  to  erect  a  model  school  building, 
and  one  in  keeping  with  our  other  buildings.  It  is  hoped  to  put  it 
under  contract  in  the  early  part  of  the  coming  winter  and  to  have  it 
completed  and  ready  for  use  by  the  fall  of  1895. 

In  addition  to  our  regular  winter  lecture  course,  w^e  are  arranging 
to  have  a  course  of  lectures  by  leading  college  presidents  in  the  early 
part  of  the  coming  school  year,  and  we  have  strengthened  and  im- 
proved various  departments  of  our  work  for  the  coming  year. 

The  sub-junior  examination  by  the  State  Board  of  Examiners  is 
found  to  work  very  satisfactorily  here.     But  I  believe  that  a  mistake 
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was  made  in  abolishing  the  fall  examinations  for  the  senior  class. 
While  I  believe  in  admitting  to  this  class  (and  to  every  class  as  well) 
only  those  thoroughly  well  fitted  for  it,  yet  I  believe  there  should  be 
an  opportunity  for  those  who  are  thus  weU  prepared  to  enter  the 
Senior  class  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year,  as  is  the  universal 
custom  in  our  colleges. 


SECOND  DISTRICT— MILLEKSVILLE. 


E.  Oram  Lyte,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion the  report  of  the  Millers\alle  State  Normal  school  for  the  thirty- 
ninth  year  of  its  existence  as  a  normal  school. 

The  school  year  which  has  just  closed  has  been  remarkably  success- 
ful in  all  respects.  The  entire  attendance  for  the  summer  session 
was  nine  hundred  and  forty-eight,  and  one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
ninety-six  for  the  year.  This  large  attendance  in  the  midst  of  the 
present  financial  depression,  is  gratifying  to  all  friends  of  this  in- 
stitution and  of  education  throughout  the  State.  It  is  still  more 
gratifying  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  standing  of  the  school  in  scholar- 
ship and  in  moral  character  never  was  better  than  during  the  past 
year.  Although  the  total  number  of  students  is  large,  our  classes  are 
kept  small  enough  to  be  taught  well,  and  while  each  student  feels  the 
inspiration  of  numbers,  each  one  has  at  the  same  time  the  opportunity 
of  doing  his  work  under  close  and  constant  direction. 

The  graduating  class  of  the  school  year  just  closed  numbered  sev- 
enty-nine in  the  elementary  and  two  in  the  scientific  course.  More 
than  three-fourths  of  this  number  pursued  studies  beyond  the  regular 
course,  ^fore  than  twenty  graduates  of  the  school  returned  to  con- 
tinue their  studies  and  many  of  these  were  examined  in  several 
branches  of  the  scientific  course.  Our  effort  is  to  encourage  our  stu- 
dents to  continue  their  studies  beyond  the  course  in  which  they  ex- 
pect to  be  graduated.  For  example,  in  the  single  department  of  the 
languages,  we  had  during  the  last  session,  sixteen  classes  in  Latin, 
three  in  Greek,  two  in  German  and  two  in  French.  Many  of  these 
classes  were  large.  The  Latin  classes  included  the  beginners  in 
Latin,  Caesar.  Cicero.  Virgil,  etc.  It  is  believed  that  there  is  a  grow- 
ing demand  throughout  the  State  for  better  scholarship  and  better 
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professional  training  for  public  school  teachers,  and  it  is  the  business 
of  the  Normal  schools  to  supply  this  demand. 

Last  year  the  architecture  of  the  ladies'  building  was  entirely  re- 
modeled and  the  building  greatly  enlarged.  This  year  the  gentle- 
men's building  is  undergoing  the  same  transforming  process.  The  cut 
published  in  last  year's  report  does  not  represent  our  buildings  as  they 
now  appear.  Plans  for  lighting  all  our  buildings  with  electricity 
have  been  made,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  wiring  of  the  buildings 
will  be  completed  by  the  time  the  fall  term  opens.  The  library  and 
science  buildings  are  rapidly  approaching  completion,  and  our  grounds 
are  being  laid  out  and  graded.  A  tract  of  several  acres  adjoining  our 
grounds  has  been  purchased  and  will  be  used  by  the  school  in  the  fall. 

I  repeat  what  I  have  said  in  substance  in  previous  reports,  that  the 
trustees  of  this  institution  are  devoted  to  its  best  interests  and  fully 
alive  to  its  needs.  The  high  standing  of  the  work  done  by  members 
of  the  faculty  merits  he  fullest  commendation.  All  the  older  mem- 
bers of  the  faculty  will  continue  their  labors  here  next  year. 

In  the  general  onward  movement  in  public  education,  there  are  in- 
creasing obligations  resting  upon  Normal  schools.  Want  of  time  and 
space  prevents  me  from  referring  to  several  changes  that  should  be 
made  by  these  institutions,  which  have  already  done  so  much  for  the 
public  schools  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  order  that  they  may  meet  the 
demands  made  upon  them.  It  wUl  be  our  aim  in  the  future,  as  it  has 
been  in  the  past,  to  try  to  deserve  the  esteem  of  friends  of  education, 
by  doing  all  that  we  can  do  to  prepare  teachers  for  the  public  schools 
and  thus  to  further  the  great  cause  of  public  education  throughout 
the  State. 


THIED  DISTRICT— KUTZTOWN. 


George  B.  Hancher,  Principal. 


The  Keystone  State  Normal  school  has  had,  in  all  respects,  a  pros- 
pei  ous  year. 

The  number  of  boarding  students  during  the  fall  and  winter  terms 
was  larger  than  ever  before.  An  increased  number  of  students  at- 
tended through  the  entire  year. 

The  catalogue  shows  an  attendance  of  eight  hundred  and  four  stu- 
dents.    In  addition  there  were  some  si)ecial  students  not  catalogued. 
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All  students'  rooms  in  the  centml  building  and  in  the  two  wings 
are  furnished  with  single  beds.  The  rooms  are  large,  for  single  beds 
do  not  crowd  them.  There  is  room  in  the  large  wardrobes  (two  to  a 
room)  for  tninks,  clothing,  etc.  Trunks  do  not  have  to  be  unpached 
and  placed  in  garret  or  cellar. 

Six  new  high  grade  pianos  have  been  added  to  the  musical  depart- 
ment. 

The  trustees  have  made  arangements  to  supplement  the  laboratory 
apparatus,  to  equip  the  gymnasium,  to  carpet  the  corridor,  to  put  in 
apparatus  for  a  photographic  department  for  class  work,  and  to  largely 
increase  the  reference  library  soon  after  the  opening  of  the  fall  term. 

Type  writing  and  short  hand  were  introduced  during  the  spring 
term  with  good  results. 

The  new  schedule  of  junior  studies  was  put  into  effect  this  year. 
That  all  the  changes  are  wise,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  Time  will 
tell. 

The  work  done  by  the  school  during  the  year  is  specially  gratifying. 
Brick  and  mortar  alone  can  not  make  a  school.  Plato  taught  in  a 
grove;  Socrates  on  the  streets;  the  Master  along  the  highways  of  life. 
The  pre-eminence  of  our  Normal  school  is  in  its  work — work  done  by 
teacher  and  pupil.  The  school  has  been  noted  for  its  superior  corps 
of  teachers  more  than  for  anything  else.  Through  contact  with 
teachers  of  broad  thinking,  students  begin  to  dream  of  something 
above  them,  and  they  work  on  under  daily  inspiration  until  the  dream 
becomes  a  reality.  For  this  reason  many  of  our  students  continue 
their  work  after  graduating  in  the  elementary  course.  During  the 
last  year,  thirty  post-graduates  attended  school.  Boys  and  girls  who 
are  taught  to  work  and  to  work  skillfully,  unconsciously  adopt  this 
motto:  "A  student  forever."  The  school  hopes,  through  its  superior 
teaching  force,  to  be  a  still  greater  inspiration  to  the  young  people. 

I  regret  that  I  must  record  the  death  of  one  of  our  teachers.  Short- 
ly after  the  close  of  the  school  in  June,  Prof.  J.  G.  Neff  died.  He  had 
been  connected,  as  a  teacher,  with  the  school  for  twenty- three  years. 
He  was  scholarly  in  his  attainments,  and  logical  in  his  thinking  and 
teaching,  but  modest  and  unassuming.  Thirteen  years  ago  the  school 
had  a  similar  experience.  In  1881,  shortly  after  the  class  of  the 
spring  term.  Prof.  Jno.  Ermentrout  died.  These  two  masters  among 
teachers  have  gone  to  their  reward,  but  their  influence  is  felt  in  the 
lives  of  thousands  of  their  pupils. 
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FOURTH  DISTRICT— EAST  STROUDSBURQ. 


G.  P.  Bible,  Principal. 


In  many  respects  the  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  unparalleled 
success,  probably  unequaled  by  any  other  Normal  in  the  State,  in  the 
history  of  its  first  year. 

The  fourth  Normal  school  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Monroe,  Northampton,  Carbon,  Luzerne,  Lackawanna,  Wayne  and 
Pike,  has  justly  been  entitled  to  a  school  of  this  character  for  over 
thirty-six  years,  and  while  attempts  had  been  made  in  other  parts  of 
the  district  to  raise  the  necessary  means  for  the  erection  of  suitable 
buildings,  it  remained  for  the  people  of  this  place  to  ultimately  carry 
the  work  to  a  successful  issue. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1892,  the  corner  stone  of  the  new  buildings  was 
laid,  and  March  the  23d,  1893,  the  school  was  accepted  by  the  State. 
On  the  4th  of  September  of  the  same  year  the  first  term  opened  with 
320  pupils  enrolled.  In  the  winter  term  this  was  inci^eased  to  360 
while  the  enrolment  for  the  spring  term  reached  485,  making  a  total 
enrolment,  for  the  three  terms,  of  1,165,  or  530  different  pupils  for  the 
year. 

With  this  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  has  followed  the 
necessary  additions  to  the  faculty,  so  that  we  now  have  a  teaching 
force  of  fifteen  instructors. 

Although  the  fall  examinations  for  entrance  to  the  senior  class  were 
abolished,  yet  through  the  kindness  of  the  State  Superintendent,  Dr. 
N.  C.  Schaeffer,  an  exception  was  made  for  the  new  school,  and  the 
State  Board  of  Examiners  held  an  examination  at  the  opening  of  the 
fall  term.  This  enabled  us  to  graduate  seventy-three  the  first  year 
and  to  pass  the  same  number,  by  certificate,  into  our  senior  class  for 
the  coming  year,  while  forty  passed  the  required  examination  in  the 
six  branches  of  the  sub-junior. 

The  attendance  has  been  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  present  build- 
ings, and  to  meet  the  demands,  the  trustees  are  now  erecting  a  four 
story  brick  building,  at  a  cost  of  over  |6,000,  which  will  be  ready  for 
occupancy  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  term. 

This  will  give  an  additional  kitchen  and  dining  room  facilities,  dor- 
mitory and  recitation  rooms.  The  reading  room  and  library  contain 
many  of  the  leading  periodicals,  magazines,  daily  and  weekly  papers, 
miscellaneous  books,  dictionaries,  cvclopaedles  and  other  reference 
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books.  The  school  is  well  supplied  with  the  necessary  apparatus  for 
the  various  departments  and  additions  will  be  made  as  rapidly  as  it 
becomes  necessary. 

There  are  five  pianos  and  one  cabinet  organ  at  the  disposal  of  the 
pupils.  Three  are  the  property  of  the  school  and  are  all  new,  repre- 
senting the  standard  makes,  i.  e.,  Stein  way,  Shoemalcer  and  Decker  & 
Sons. 

We  are  justly  proud  of  our  model  or  training  school.  An  atten- 
dance of  over  one  hundred  pupils  enabled  us  to  form  seven  distinct 
grades  including  the  Kindergarten  department. 

Each  grade  is  provided  with  separate  room,  and  each  is  in  charge 
of  a  senior  for  a  period  of  forty-five  minutes,  while  all  are  under  the 
personal  supervision  of  the  principal  of  the  model. 

We  aim  to  make  a  special  feature  of  the  model  or  training  school 
and  do  not  countenance  the  idea  that  it  should  be  a  place  where  inex- 
perienced seniors  may  practice  upon  the  precious  child  mind  to  the 
detriment  of  both,  but  where  the  best  and  most  careful  teaching 
should  be  done.  To  this  end  all  seniors  are  required  to  carefully  ob- 
sen^e  the  teaching  of  others  of  experience  and  to  attend  regular  criti- 
cisms given  by  the  teachere  of  pedogogics  and  the  principal  of  the 
training  department,  before  they  are  allowed  to  take  charge  of  a 
grade. 

A  large  porch  is  to  be  erected  in  front  of  the  main  building  and 
additional  money  and  labor  wiU  be  spent  in  grading  and  otherwise 
beautif}  ing  the  grounds  during  the  summer  vacation.  Arbor  day  was 
observed  by  appropriate  exercises  in  the  chapel  and  in  the  planting  of 
forty  trees  upon  the  grounds. 

The  early  organization  of  two  literaiy  societies,  the  Minnisink  and  the 
Shakespearean,  a  debating  club  the  "Delawares,"  athletic  sports,  a 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  a  Christian  Association,  Circles  of  the  King's  Daughters, 
etc.,  soon  fostered  a  home-like  feeling  and  a  loyalty  to  the  school 
which  was  most  gratifying. 

In  summing  up  the  phenomenal  growth  and  gratifying  results  of 
this  the  first  year,  T  beg  to  gratefully  acknowledge  the  most  hearty 
support  given  me  by  the  trustees,  whose  devotion  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  school  enabled  us  to  place  the  new  State  Normal  in  its  present 
excellent  standing. 
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FIFTH  DISTEICT— MANSFIELD. 


S.  H.  Albro,  Principal. 


The  register  shows  an  increase  of  12  per  cent,  in  the  number  of 
students  enrolled  for  each  term  over  the  enrolment  of  the  correspond- 
ing term  of  the  year  before.  The  enrolment  of  last  year  showed  a 
like  increase  of  attendance,  and  the  prospect  is  good  for  an  equal  in- 
crease next  year. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  number  of  post-graduates  who 
come  back  to  us  for  further  study,  is  increasing.  Last  year  we  reg- 
istered fourteen  graduates;  this  year,  twenty-one.  Of  this  latter  num- 
ber, three  graduated  from  the  scientific  course,  seven  are  engaged  to 
teach  next  year  as  principals  or  department  teachers  in  graded 
schools,  five  are  to  enter  college,  and  four,  at  least,  are  to  return  to  the 
school. 

It  affords  me  no  small  degree  of  satisfaction  to  report  a  healthy 
and  growing  ambition  among  our  best  students  to  go  to  college.  Our 
college  preparatory  class  this  year  numbered  nineteen,  eleven  post- 
graduates, and  eight  undergraduates.  Of  these,  nine  are  to  enter 
college  in  the  fall,  three,  at  least,  are  to  finish  their  preparation  here; 
while  five  are  to  teach  in  order  to  obtain  means  with  which  to  take 
their  college  course. 

We  graduated  this  year  eighty-eight  from  the  elementary  course, 
and  three  from  the  scientific  course.  Besides  these,  four  were  gradu- 
ated from  our  special  courses:  three  from  the  course  in  art,  and  one 
from  the  course  in  music.  Bearing  in  mind  the  purpose  of  a  State 
Normal  School,  it  is  exceedingly  gratifying  to  report  that  nearly  all 
of  our  graduates  actually  enter  the  service  of  teaching.  Of  the  ninety- 
one  graduates  above  reported,  seventy-five  are  already  engaged  to 
teach,  and  the  remainder,  six,  are  to  enter  college,  or  the  college  pre- 
paratory course  in  this  school. 

I  am  glad  to  report  the  re-engagement  of  all  but  one  of  our  efficient 
and  experienced  corps  of  instructors.  Miss  Ada  B.  Parker,  instructor 
in  rhetoric,  literature  and  history,  is  to  take  a  course  of  post-graduate 
work  in  literature  at  Cornell  University.  Her  resignation  was  ac- 
cepted with  much  regret.  Her  place  is  to  be  occupied  next  year  by 
Miss  Annie  Richardson  Cameron,  a  graduate  from  the  department 
of  art.s,  Cornell  University.     Our  board  of  trustees  are  pursuing  a  lib- 
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eral  policy,  which  looks  towards  retaining,  as  far  as  possible,  efficient 
and  valuable  instructors.  Four  teachers  last  3'ear  and  four  again  this 
3'ear  were  notified  of  an  increase  of  salary,  without  any  request  or 
expectation  on  their  part. 

I  hold  that  every  teacher  in  a  Normal  school  ought  to  be  a  model 
in  thoroughness  of  preparation,  skill  in  imparting  instruction,  and  zeal 
and  enthusiasm  in  the  pursuit  of  his  profession.  There  is  no  other 
power  so  effective  in  the  training  of  young  men  and  women  to  become 
good  teachers,  as  the  examples  of  good  teachers  in  our  class  rooms. 

We  have  been  trving  very  hard  during  the  past  two  years  to  make 
our  instruction  more  thorough,  and  to  raise  the  standard  of  scholar- 
ship. We  have  aimed  to  accomplish  this,  in  part,  by  a  thorough  and 
methodical  system  of  examinations  and  reports  of  standing,  and  by 
rigid  requirements  for  admission  to  examinations  before  the  State 
Boards  of  Examiners.  With  an  increased  number  of  students,  we 
have  diminished  the  number  who  have  been  allowed  to  enter  these 
examinations.  Xo  candidate  for  a  junior  or  a  senior  certificate  has 
been  rejected  by  the  State  board  at  the  last  two  annual  examinations. 

We  have  introduced  the  reading  of  political  economy  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  senior  class.  The  class  meets  twice  a  week,  at  the  close  of 
the  day,  and  reads  a  chapter  with  the  teacher,  and  discusses  the 
points  of  greatest  interest.  The  book  used  is  Laughlin's  "Elements 
of  Political  Econom3\" 

We  have  purchased  a  fine  stereopticon,  which  helps  to  make  fre- 
quent lectures  by  members  of  the  faculty  more  interesting  and  in- 
structive. 

We  have  endeavored  to  make  our  training  in  the  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  physical  culture,  systematic  and  thorough,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  the  State  does  not  require  this.  We  have  an  excellent 
gymnasium  and  furnishings,  and  we  require  all  students  to  do  the 
work  prescribed,  both  theoretical  and  practical. 

The  music  department  of  the  school,  under  its  accomplished  dii*ec- 
tor,  is  doing  work  of  a  high  order  of  excellence,  and  its  influence  upon 
the  whole  school  is  salutary  and  inspiring. 

By  the  liberal  appropriation  of  §40,000  by  the  State,  our  magnificent 
Xorth  Hall  is  to  take  one  more  step  towards  completion  this  year. 
This  part  of  the  building  will  contain  in  front,  matron's  apartments, 
steward's  apartments  and  office,  on  the  first  floor;  principal's  office  and 
reception  room  on  the  second  floor;  principal's  apai-tments  on  third 
floor;  the  apartments  for  the  director  of  the  department  of  music  on 
the  fourth  floor;  music  rooms  and  office  of  the  director  on  the  fifth 
floor,  and  the  room  of  the  art  department  on  the  sixth.  In  the  center 
are  the  grand  stairways  and  the  elevator.  In  the  rear  dormitories, 
closets  and  bath  rooms. 
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I  believe  our  school  year  is  too  long.  We  ought  to  have  a  vacation 
in  the  spring  of  about  two  weeks,  and  still  close  as  early  in  the  sum- 
mer as  we  now  do. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  Superintendent  endeavor  to 
secure  legislative  enactment  for  the  reduction  of  the  year  from  42  to 
40  weeks. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT— BLOOMSBUKG. 


J.  P.  Welsh,  Principal. 


This  school  has  just  closed  the  most  prosperous  year  of  its  history. 
During  the  year,  we  completed  and  dedicated  a  new  building,  which 
provides  additional  class  rooms  and.  dormitories,  thus  making  the 
equipment  of  the  school  more  nearly  commensurate  with  its  needs. 
A  large  gymnasium  was  also  completed  and  furnished  with  an  abun- 
dance of  the  latest  and  best  apparatus.  A  competent  director  and  as- 
sistant have  been  emploj^ed,  and  the  school  now  strives  to  give  the 
same  careful  attention  to  physical  development  as  to  mental  devel- 
opment. 

The  school  is  now  so  well  equipped,  and  its  corps  of  instructors  has 
been  so  carefully  selected  that  it  would  seem  as  if  there  could  be  no 
excuse  for  it,  if  it  failed,  in  any  degree,  in  its  eiforts  to  train  teachers; 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  Pennsylvania  the  Normal  school 
system  is  only  a  system  in  name.  The  Normal  school  of  Pennsylvania 
is  no  part  of  the  public  school  system  of  the  Commonwealth.  Each 
school  is  held  responsible  for  the  instruction  its  pupils  received  in  the 
public  schools  years  before,  and  must  teach  them  again  to  read  and 
spell,  before  placing  them  in  the  hands  of  the  State  Board  of  Exam- 
iners, as  candidates  for  a  certificate.  Much  of  the  time  that  should 
be  used  in  giving  these  young  people  careful  professional  training, 
must  be  spent  in  taking  them  again  over  the  common  branches,  on 
which  they  have  already  spent  from  ten  to  twenty  j^ears. 

If  the  Normal  schools  were  made  a  part  of  the  public  school  system 
by  Legislative  act,  so  that  the  lower  schools  would  be  held  respon- 
sible for  spelling,  geography,  etc.,  the  Normal  schools  would  be  able 
to  do  the  work  they  are  supposed  to  do,  and  the  public  schools  would 
not  be  so  ambitious  to  turn  themselves  into  Normal  schools  and  col- 
leges, and  t^ake  pupils  into  Latin,  Greek  and  Conio  Sections,  when 
they  ought  to  be  studying  the  common  branches. 
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In  previous  reports,  I  have  prayed  for  deliverance  from  the  present 
method  of  conducting  annual  examinations.  In  proof  of  the  need  of 
a  change  in  this  method,  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
during  the  past  year,  when  the  faculty  of  this  school  had,  after  careful 
examination,  refused  to  recommend  certain  young  men  and  women 
to  the  State  examiners  for  admission  to  the  senior  class,  these  same 
candidates  were  admitted  by  the  faculties  of  other  schools,  and  were 
granted  certificates  by  the  State  Board  of  Examiners  at  these  schools. 
This  is  inevitable  under  the  present  method,  and  can  not  be  said  to  be 
anybody's  fault. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT— SHIPPENSBUEG. 


G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Principal. 


The  year  just  closed  has  continued  the  steady  growth  of  the  Normal 
school  of  the  seventh  district.  This  growth  is  manifest  not  only  in 
the  increased  attendance  over  former  years,  but  more  particularly  in 
the  greater  efficiency  of  the  work  done  in  the  several  departments 
of  the  school,  and  in  the  better  accommodations  for  the  students. 

Our  new  dormitory  building  for  ladies  is  rapidly  nearing  complef  oa, 
and  when  finished  will  be  one  of  the  handsomest  and  most  complete 
dormitories  in  the  State. 

Our  new  gymnasium  is  finished  and  equipped.  The  building  is 
beautiful  in  architectural  design  and  well  adapted  to  its  purpose. 
The  apparatus  is  the  finest  that  could  be  obtiiined,  being  the  best 
grade  manufactured  by  the  Narragansett  Machine  Company. 

The  grading  and  improving  of  the  grounds  have  been  commenced, 
and  will  be  finished  as  rapidly  as  the  finances  of  the  institution  will 
permit.  It  is  no  boast  to  say  that  the  grounds  of  the  Shippensburg 
Normal  school  are  exceedingly  well  adapted  for  the  purposes  of  a 
school  site.  For  natural  beauty  and  health  they  can  not  well  be  sur- 
passed. 

We  are  keeping  continually  in  view  the  real  purposes  of  the  Normal 
school  system — the  training  of  teachers  for  the  public  schools.  We 
allow  no  side  issues  to  divert  the  main  energy  of  the  school  from  its 
legitimate  line  of  effort. 

We  endeavor  to  lay  a  broad  foundation  in  the  elements  of  knowl- 
edge, and  encourage  our  graduates  to  continue  their  studies  in  higher 
institutions  of  learning,  whenever  it  is  possible  for  them  to  do  bo. 
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The  conflict  between  Normal  schools  and  colleges  is  entirely  im- 
aginary. With  the  increase  of  Normal  graduates  in  the  State  has 
come  an  increased  attendance  of  those  holding  Normal  school  diplo- 
mas in  the  colleges  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  a  general  tendency 
toward  higher  education  among  those  enjoying  the  benefits  of  a  Nor- 
mal training. 

The  future  welfare  of  the  Normal  schools  demands  not  so  much 
a  larger  number  of  graduates  each  year,  but  rather  a  better  training 
of  those  who  do  graduate.  Quality  and  not  quantity  will  always  be 
th^  highest  test  applied  in  order  that  the  growth  of  the  system  may 
be  properly  measured. 

The  attention  now  being  paid  to  physical  culture  in  our  Normal 
schools  is  a  movement  in  the  right  direction,  and  one  which  will 
eventually  prove  a  great  blessing  to  the  children  of  the  Common- 
wealth. No  system  of  education  is  complete  which  ignores  the  phy- 
sical side  of  the  child's  development. 

There  is  a  greater  demand  than  ever  before  on  the  public  schools 
for  a  more  thorough  training  of  the  youth  in  the  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities of  citiaenship.  This  popular  demand  must  be  met  by  the  Nor- 
mal schools  in  the  wider  treatment  of  political  science  and  social 
ethics  for  those  receiving  instruction  in  those  schools.  The  public 
schools  exist  primarily  for  the  preparation  of  the  youth  of  the  Com- 
monwealth to  discharge  all  the  duties  belonging  to  them  as  citizens 
of  the  State  and  Nation.  This  obligation  resting  on  the  public  schools 
demands  of  the  Normal  schools  a  thorough  preparation  of  their  stu- 
dents for  the  teaching  of  civil  government. 

The  liberality  of  the  State  in  supporting  the  Normal  schools  cannot 
be  too  highly  commended.  If  the  liberality  which  the  Legislatures 
and  the  Executives  have  displayed  in  recent  years  is  continued  for  a 
few  years  more,  Pennsylvania  will  be  able  to  boast  of  the  finest  Nor- 
mal schools  in  this  country. 

An  insistence  upon  a  greater  uniformity  in  the  general  purposes 
actuating  the  several  Normal  schools  of  the  State,  and  a  wider  lati- 
tude in  the  various  details  connected  with  the  accomplishment  of 
these  purposes  are  desirable.  To  have  a  complete  system  of  Nor- 
mal schools,  all  the  schools  working  toward  a  general  end,  and  yet 
allowing  to  each  school  the  privilege  of  i-eaching  the  general  result,  by 
plans  in  harmony  with  its  own  peculiar  conditions,  is  not  only  the 
best  plan  for  the  State  to  pursue,  but  the  only  plan  which  will  ever 
give  the  system  its  highest  success.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  pres- 
ent plan  of  examinations  does  not  give  credit  to  the  special  features 
which  characterize  the  several  Normal  schools  of  the  Commonwealth. 
In  order  to  do  this  the  State  Board  of  Examiners  should  be  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  general  policy  of  each  particular  school,  and  the 
various  plans  and  methods  involved  in  working  out  this  policy.     The 
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present  plan  may  carrj'  out  the  letter  of  the  law  but  certainly  does 
great  violence  to  its  spirit. 

Of  the  seventv-five  members  of  our  graduating  class  of  last  year, 
all  received  appointments  to  teach,  showing  the  popular  demand  for 
this  class  of  teacher-s  among  the  school  authorities  of  the  State,  also 
testifying  to  the  superior  work  done  in  the  school  room  by  those  re- 
ceiving a  complete  Normal  school  training. 

I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  spirit  and  interest  the 
board  of  trustees  have  manifested  in  their  efforts  to  advance  and  make 
more  efficient  the  Xormal  school  of  the  seventh  district. 

The  members  of  the  faculty  are  deserving  of  commendation  for  the 
thorough  and  skillful  work  accomplished  in  their  respective  depart- 
ments, and  for  their  unselfish  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  school. 

The  aim  of  our  Xormal  school  will  be  to  do  honest  and  efficient 
work.  Sham  and  shoddy  should  have  no  countenance  in  any  class 
of  schools,  and  least  of  all  in  training  schools  for  teachers.  The  edu- 
cation which  is  profitiible  for  the  student  and  the  State  must  have 
character  as  its  basis.  The  building  up  of  a  sound  character  demands 
as  an  essential  condition  the  surrounding  of  the  student  with  a  moral 
atmosphere.  An  insistence  upon  honest,  accurate,  thorough,  inde- 
pendent work  in  the  class  room  will  always  be  necessary  where 
moral  growth  is  to  be  nurtured. 

With  an  earnest  desire  to  meet  the  advanced  demands  made  upon 
our  Xormal  schools  for  a  higher  grade  of  teachers  in  the  Common- 
wealth, and  with  an  abiding  faith  in  the  power  of  true  education  to 
perpetuate  our  free  institutions,  we  enter  the  work  of  another  year 
with  increased  energy  and  a  reasonable  hope  for  greater  success  than 
we  have  vet  achieved. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT— LOCK  HAVEX. 


James  Eldon,  Principal. 


The  Central  State  X^ormal  school  is  making  steady  progress  in  ma- 
terial possessions,  in  educational  facilities  and  in  the  patronage  of  the 
people. 

During  the  year  just  closed  considerable  work  was  done  on  the 
campus  in  the  way  of  grading  and  improving  the  grounds. 

The  heat  and  power  house  has  been  built  and  furnished  with  four 
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large  boilers.  From  this  center  all  the  school  buildings  will  be 
heated  and  power  will  be  supplied  to  the  machinery.  The  location 
permits  the  construction  of  a  switch  to  the  railroad  sO'  that  coal  may 
be  taken  into  the  building  on  cars.  The  new  heat  and  power  house 
will  be  used  for  the  first  time  at  he  opening  of  the  fall  term. 

A  house  to  accommodate  thirty  serv^ants  has  been  built  on  a  lot 
purchased  for  the  purpose.  This  house  is  furnished  with  steam,  elec- 
tric light  and  hydrant  water  and  its  arrangement  offers  very  com- 
fortable quarters. 

The  new  reservoir  lined  with  the  Gallagher  patent  cement  occupies 
the  site  of  the  building  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1888.  It  has 
a  capacity  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  gallons.  The 
water  is  furnished  by  the  city  water  works  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
there  is  no  better  water  in  the  w^orld  than  that  which  comes  from  the 
McElhattan  springs  in  the  Bald  Eagle  mountains. 

It  is  a  pleasant  task  to  pay  tribute  to  the  untiring  labors  of  the 
members  of  the  faculty  and  their  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  stu- 
dents. Their  whole  heart  has  been  in  the  work  of  instruction  and 
their  enthusiasm  and  earnestness  have  inspired  the  students  with  a 
desire  to  do  their  best  and  to  excel  in  their  chosen  profession. 

These  teachers  have  been  re-elected  and  the  coming  year  promises 
to  be  as  successful  as  the  one  that  has  just  closed. 

At  the  examination  held  June  20,  one  hundred  and  four  seniors 
were  awarded  diplomas,  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  juniors  were 
promoted  to  the  senior  class,  and  ninety-one  sub-juniors  were  credited 
with  seven  branches. 

The  attendance  during  the  year  was  equal  to  the  capacity  of  the 
buildings  and  numbered  six  hundred  and  fifty-one.  There  were  in 
the  Normal  department  five  hundred  and  ten  students  and  in  the 
model  school  one  hundred  and  fourteen;  besides  these  there  were  a 
number  of  special  students. 

Of  the  students  of  the  Normal  department,  four  hundred  and  forty- 
one  boarded  in  the  building.  These  came  from  forty-eight  counties 
of  the  State. 

The  commencement  season  was  distinguished  by  the  presence  of 
a  great  number  of  visitors.  The  commencement  exercises  proper 
were  held  Wednesday  evening,  June  27.  Thirteen  hundred  tickets  of 
admission  were  issued,  but  it  is  probable  an  equal  number  of  people 
had  to  be  denied  on  account  of  the  want  of  room. 

From  all  sides  come  words  of  praise  for  the  good  work  which  is 
being  done  by  the  graduates.  This  praise  explains  in  great  part  the 
growing  popularity  of  the  Central  State  Normal  school. 


15-6-94 
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NINTH  DISTRICT— INDIANA. 


D.  J,  WaUer,  Jr.,  Principal. 


The  school  property  has  been  improved  during  the  year  in  the  fol- 
lowing particulars:  Two  new  brick  buildings  have  been  erected, 
both  of  which  were  greatly  needed,  a  boys'  dormitory  and  a  model 
school  building.  While  there  has  been  no  expenditure  of  money  for 
mere  ornamentation,  both  are  very  attractive  in  appearance,  and  are 
admirabl}'  adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  designed. 
They  are  highly  creditable,  both  to  the  architect,  Mr.  W.  S.  Frazer,  of 
Pittsburgh,  and  to  the  contractors,  Messrs.  Kennedy,  Fair  &  Co.,  of 
Blairsville.  The  system  of  heating  and  ventilation  of  Bennett  &  Peck, 
of  Cincinnati,  has  been  introduced  into  both  buildings.  It  is  thus 
hoped  that  every  room  in  the  donnitory  will  have  a  constant  supply 
of  warm  fresh  air,  without  exposing  the  occupants  to  dangerous 
draughts.  The  dormitory  is  a  three-story  building,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  long,  finished  in  southern  pine,  having  rooms  unusually  well 
lighted.     It  is  supplied  with  all  modern  conveniences. 

The  model  school  building  covers  nearly  six  thousand  square  feet 
of  ground,  and  is  two  stories  high.  The  eight  school  rooms  are  de- 
lightful in  their  proportions  and  effect.  The  opening  of  this  building 
will  give  an  opportunity  for  a  much  needed  re-organization  of  the 
model  school.  It  will  be  in  the  hands  of  four  skilled  teachers,  each 
in  charge  of  the  pupils  in  two  grades.  These  teachers  will  supervise 
all  senior  teaching  done  in  their  grades.  It  is  expected  that  the  wel- 
fare of  the  children  and  the  training  of  the  seniors  will  be  alike  pro- 
moted by  this  arrangement. 

The  removal  of  the  model  school  has  enabled  the  trustees  to  make 
a  number  of  long  desired  improvements  in  the  main  building.  A 
large  study  hall  and  library,  comfortably  arranged,  will  contribute 
to  studious  habits,  and  more  satisfactory  work  on  the  part  of  the 
pupils.  The  presence  of  the  library  and  of  a  competent  librarian, 
during  study  hours,  will  be  aids  to  thorough  preparation,  while  at  the 
same  time  they  will  familiarize  students  with  a  proper  use  of  books. 
Recitation  rooms  have  been  enlarged  and  beautified.  The  rooms  of  the 
depnrtments  of  natural  science  and  of  commercial  instruction,  es- 
pecially, have  been  greatly  enlarged  and  better  adapted  to  their  sev- 
eral uses. 

A  slate  roof  hns  been  put  upon  the  main  building  and  stone  floors 
have  been  laid  in  a  part  of  the  basement. 
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The  grading  of  a  suitable  approach  to  the  main  building  and  of  the 
grounds  around  the  new  buildings  has  been  very  successfully  carried 
on  under  the  supervision  of  the  Eev  Dr.  Owens,  assisted  by  Mr.  A.  W. 
Kimmell. 

All  these  changes  have  enhanced  the  value  of  the  property,  and 
have  made  it  more  useful  for  school  purposes. 

The  attendance  for  the  year  has  been  equaled  only  once  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  school,  and  was  much  larger  than  was  anticipated  in  view 
of  the  prevalence  of  the  financial  cramp.  Among  the  institutions 
represented  by  the  new  teachers  are  Pratt  Institute,  Columbia  College, 
Welleslev  and  the  University  of  Chicago. 


TENTH  DISTEICT— CALIFOKNIA. 


Theo.  B.  Noss,  Principal. 


A  prosperous. year  was  closed  with  very  interesting  commencement 
exercises,  June  28.  During  the  yearns  absence  of  the  principal,  in 
Europe,  the  school  was  in  charge  of  Dr.  C.  L.  Ehrenfeld,  as  acting 
principal.  To  him  and  his  able  and  faithful  associates  is  due  the  suc- 
cess of  the  year. 

The  attendance  of  students  was  large.  The  graduating  class  was 
the  largest  (sixty-three)  in  the  history  of  the  school.  Many  of  this 
class  have  already  secured  good  positions  as  principals  and  teachers. 

For  years  we  have  emphasized  the  professional  side  of  our  work. 
For  the  ensuing  year  six  teachers  will  be  employed  in  the  training 
department  alone — five  as  grade  teachers  and  one  as  critic  teacher. 
Four  of  these  are  graduates  of  the  Cook  County  Normal  school, 
Chicago,  and  all  six  are  skillful  teachers. 

In  various  other  departments  of  the  school,  no  less  than  in  the 
model  school,  gratifying  progress  has  been  made. 

Important  improvements  are  now  being  made  also  in  our  grounds 
and  buildings.  These  include  a  new  building  that  will  cost  when  fur- 
nished about  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  a  new  system  of  bath 
rooms  and  water  closets,  and  an  electric  light  plant,  having  a  capacity 
of  900  lights. 

No  changes  in  the  faculty,  except  additions,  will  be  made  for  the 
coming  year.  The  general  conditions  of  the  school  seem  most  favor- 
able and  a  year  of  good  work  is  anticipated. 
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ELEVENTH  DISTRICT— SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


Albert  E.  Maltby,  Principal. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  decided  progress  and  prosperity.  The 
attendance  was  large,  and  the  work  done  by  the  students  and  teachers 
showed  positive  gain  in  the  endeavor  to  reach  the  end  for  which  the 
State  Normal  schools  were  established:  To  provide  the  best  trained 
teachers  for  our  elementary  schools. 

Seven  hundred  and  fifty-three  students  were  enrolled  during  the 
year.  Fifty-seven  were  graduated  in  the  elementary  course  and  one 
in  music;  eighty-six  received  junior  certificates,  and  ninety-eight 
passed  the  examinations  in  orthography,  reading,  geography,  history, 
penmanship,  book-keeping  and  vocal  music,  admitting  them  to  the 
"junior  C"  grade  in  this  State  Normal  school. 

An  earnest  effort  is  being  made  to  maintain  the  excellent  profes- 
sional record  of  a  true  Normal  school.  It  is  not  our  purpose  to  judge 
of  success  by  the  size  of  a  graduating  class,  but  rather  by  the  excel- 
lence of  preparation,  and  the  ability  of  the  graduate  to  do  good,  sound 
teaching  in  the  common  schools  of  our  State.  It  is  not  suflBcient  that 
the  student  should  be  told  how  to  teach,  nor  yet  is  it  all-sufficient  that 
the  student  has  studied  a  subject  under  a  good  teacher.  The  great 
need — the  proper  training — requires  that  all  subjcts  that  are  to  be 
taught  by  a  graduate  shall  have  been  studied  under  the  direction  of 
an  expert  teacher  of  teachers — one  who  is  able  and  willing  to  call  at- 
tention to  those  features  that  will  make  of  the  pupil  an  expert  guide  to 
others. 

Buildings. 

The  remodeling  of  the  ladies'  dormitory  has  made  it  one  of  the 
finest  buildings  of  its  kind  in  the  State.  Built  with  its  rounded  tur- 
rets and  towers  and  domes,  it  is  a  model  of  architectural  beauty.  It 
contains  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  rooms,  including  principal's 
residence,  reception  rooms,  etc..  and  will  lodge  comfortably  three  hun- 
dred students.  The  dining  hnll  has  table  room  for  more  thnn  four 
hundred,  and  is  a  model  of  artistic  taste  and  modem  convenience  that 
is  not  excelled  by  the  best  appointed  hotel. 

During  the  summer  vacation  the  Smead-Wills  system  of  ventilation 
and  dry-closets  will  be  introduced  into  both  dormitories,  and  the  work 
has  already  begun.  It  is  expected  that  this  improvement  will  nd'l 
greatly  to  the  advantages  already  secured. 
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Library. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  tnistees  to  malce  large  addition®  to  the 
school  library  during  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  work  of  complete  re- 
classification is  in  the  hands  of  the  librarian.  A  need  which  has  been 
evident  for  some  time  will  thus  be  supplied. 

Flag-stone  walks,  etc. 

A  handsome  flag-stone  paA^ement,  reaching  from  the  dormitories  to 
the  main  building  and  thence  to  the  street,  has  been  laid.  Much  work 
upon  the  proper  grading  of  the  grounds  hasi  been  done,  and  many 
trees  and  shrubs  have  been  planted  during  the  past  year. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT— EDLNBORO. 


Martin  G.  Benedict,  Principal. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  growth.  Substantial  gains  have 
been  made.  The  number  of  students  has  increased;  the  character 
of  the  teaching  improved,  and  greater  professional  zeal  has  been  mani- 
fested in  every  department. 

We  have  kept  in  mind  the  purpose  of  all  Normal  schools  as  ex- 
pressed in  our  last  report,  viz:  The  preparation  of  teachers  for  the 
public  schools.  We  wish  again  to  emphasize  that  we  believe  two 
things  are  indispensable  to  this  preparation;  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  subjects  to  be  taught  and  a  comprehensive  training  in  the  art 
of  teaching. 

The  professional  department  was  greatly  strengthened  by  the  ad- 
dition to  our  faculty  of  Miss  Anna  Buckbee,  formerly  of  the  Harris- 
burg  Training  school.  She  has  had  charge  of  the  classes  in  methods 
aixd  direct  supervision  of  the  primary  work  in  the  model  school.  The 
skillful  teaching  and  direction  of  Miss  Buckbee,  and  the  efiScient  work 
of  Prof.  J.  K.  Hunt,  superintendent  of  the  model  school,  have  enabled 
us  to  reach  satisfactory  results. 

The  attendance  of  the  school  has  greatly  increased.  The  enrolment 
exclusive  of  the  model  school,  for  the  spring  term  of  1892,  was  eighty- 
three.  The  graduating  class  then  numbered  thirteen.  The  enrol- 
ment for  the  corresponding  term  of  1893,  was  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enteen, with  a  graduating  class  of  twenty-eight.     The  enrolment  for 
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the  term  just  closed  was  two  hundred  and  forty.  Forty-six  seniors 
were  graduated  in  the  pedagogical  course  and  one  in  music.  Sixty- 
seven  received  junior  certificates  and  fifty-one  were  passed  by  the 
board  of  examiners  in  six  preparatory  studies.  The  number  of  gradu- 
ates, when  compared  with  the  total  number  of  students,  seems  large; 
but  most  of  our  students  have  had  experience  as  teachers  and  have 
that  age,  character  and  ability  which  made  it  possible  for  the  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  examiners  to  say:  ''I  have  not  found  a  better 
class  of  students  in  any  Normal  school." 

The  work  for  the  coming  year  is  undertaken  with  great  confidence. 
The  faculty  has  been  increased  and  strengthened.  The  teachers  are 
united  and  sympathetic.  The  present  board  of  tinistees  is  showing 
great  liberality  and  interest,  and  a  progressive  spirit  characterizes 
all  their  plans  for  the  management  and  direction  of  the  school. 

We  shall  be  disappointed  if  the  coming  year  is  not  one  of  the  most 
successful  in  the  history  of  the  school. 


THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT— CL.UiION. 


A.  J.  Davis,  Principal. 


One  half  acre  of  land  was  purchased  last  year  on  W'hich  two  new 
buildings  have  been  erected;  one  82  by  110  feet,  three  stories  high 
and  basement.  The  style  of  architecture  is  composite,  and  the  build- 
ing is  a  beautiful  structure.  It  will  be  used  for  the  model  school, 
and  the  classes  in  natural  sciences.  Two  large  rooms  are  fitted  up 
for  the  two  literary  societies  of  the  school.  There  are  ten  recitation 
rooms  in  this  building,  an  oflice  for  the  superintendent  of  the  model 
school  and  one  for  the  board  of  trustees.  The  other  building  is  50  by 
88  feet  and  two  stories  high.  On  the  ground  floor  are  two  batteries 
of  two  boilers  each.  In  one  the  boilers  are  of  80  horse  power  capac- 
ity, and  in  the  other  of  90  horse  power.  These  boilers  are  used  for 
power  and  for  heating.  There  is  space  on  this  floor  for  a  powerful 
engine  and  dynamo.  The  second  floor  is  furnished  with  modern  ma- 
chinery for  a  steam  laundry.  These  buildings  add  greatly  to  the  con- 
veniences and  necessities  of  the  school.  Other  improvements  are  con- 
templated which  will  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the  institution. 

Six  hundred  students  attended  the  school  last  year,  535  of  whom 
were  present  during  the  spring  term.    The  large  attendance  at  the 
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State  Normal  schools  during  recent  years  sufficiently  attests  their 
popularity  with  teachers  and  those  preparing  for  teaching.  No  edu- 
cators are  more  keenly  alive  to  the  imperfections  of  our  Normal 
schools  than  are  those  who  teach  in  them,  and  on  this  account  no  class 
of  persons  are  striving  more  earnestly  to  improve  in  the  work  in 
which  they  are  engaged.  Marked  progress  has  been  made  in  recent 
years,  and  the  increase  in  attendance  at  these  schools  is  significant. 

The  board  of  examiners  ought  to  be  increased  to  seven  or  nine  mem- 
bers, and  a  per  diem  salary  paid  them  while  engaged  in  their  duties. 
The  task  of  examining  two  or  three  hundred  students  in  the  branches 
of  the  courses  of  the  Normal  school  has  become  formidable;  the  force 
is  too  small  to  perform  it  with  proper  care.  Legislation  to  remedy 
this  defect  ought  not  to  be  delayed. 

The  opinion  has  been  expressed  by  some  that  too  many  teachers 
are  being  turned  out  by  the  Normal  schools,  and  there  are  no  doubt 
many  persons  who  believe  this  to  be  true.  It  requires  but  a  glance  at 
the  conditions  to  refute  such  a  claim.  Last  year,  according  to  the 
report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  there  were  em- 
ployed in  the  schools  of  the  Commonwealth  25,903  teachers.  There  is 
good  authority  for  the  statement  that  about  one-fourth  of  the  teachers 
emplo3'ed  in  any  given  year  drop  out  of  the  ranks,  and  their  places  are 
supplied  by  new  recruits.  One-fourth  of  25,963  is  6,490.  The  net  in- 
crease of  teachers  last  year  over  the  year  preceding  was  570.  This 
number  added  to  the  other  6,490  new  recruits  makes  7,060  inexperi- 
enced teachers  who  find  their  way  into  the  schools  of  the  State  each 
year.  The  Normal  schools  last  year  graduated  799  in  the  elementary 
course.  Deducting  this  number  from  7,060  we  have  6,261  inexperi- 
enced teachers,  with  little  or  no  professional  training  to  whom  is  en- 
trusted the  education  of  the  children  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. About  one-eighth  of  the  new  teachers  have  received  profes- 
sional training  to  the  extent  of  the  elementarj^  course.  Could  there 
be  a  stronger  reason  for  fostering  the  growth  of  the  Normal  schools? 

Less  than  a  half  century  ago,  any  man  could  hang  out  a  shingle  and 
practice  medicine  whether  he  had  any  professional  training  or  not. 
Today,  our  laws  prohibit  any  man  from  entering  upon  the  practice  of 
that  profession  who  has  not  undergone  a  thorough  training  in  a  medi- 
cal college  and  holds  a  diploma.  Is  the  mental  and  moral  health  of 
our  children  less  important  than  the  physical  health?  If  our  Normal 
schools  were  to  graduate  twice  as  many  teachers  as  they  did  last  year 
they  would  still  fall  far  short  of  supplying  our  schools  with  the 
trained  teachers  needed. 
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Statement  of  the  School  System  since  its  Establishmetit 
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10,697 

5  " 

1 

12,357 

22  29 

15  853 

523,754 

305,103 

48 

48 

185T,  .  .  . 

.   1,677 

10,956 

6  " 

1 

12,484 

24  00 

16  60 

514,247 

381,321 

4yj 

49 

1858,  .  .  . 

.   1,709 

11,281 

5  " 

8 

12,828 

24  25 

17  22 

569,880 

387, 139 

m 

401 

1859,  .  .  . 

.   1,755 

11,485 

5  " 

10 

13,0.58 

24  26 

17  79 

575,251 

375,687 

50S 

48 

18f.O,  .  .  . 

.   1,766 

11, 577 

5  " 

lOJ 

13,0a3 

24  20 

18  11 

586,669 

366,961 

60J 

61 

1S6I.  .  .  . 

.   1,788 

11.9101 

5  ' ' 

12 

14,297 

25  68 

19  71 

596,765 

384,752 

m 

83 

18(12,  .  .  . 

.   1,808 

11,990 

5  " 

10 

14,380 

23  81 

18  55 

615,087 

388,063 

.501 

49 

1863,  .  .  . 

.   1,820 

12,161 

5  '• 

9 

14,442 

23  84 

18  56 

634,699 

397,722 

52 

50 

1864,  .  .  . 

.   1,826 

12.566 

5  " 

12 

14,668 

25  42 

20  16 

037,785 

399,522 

501 

58 

1865,  .  .  . 

.   1,837 

12,547 

5  ' ' 

14 

14,286 

31  82 

24  21 

029,587 

396,701 

50 

08 

1866,  .  .  . 

.   1,863 

12.77Si 

5  ' ' 

16 

14,861 

34  34 

25  31 

449,519 

413,049 

51 

72 

1867,  .  .  . 

.   1,889 

13,061 

5  " 

161 

15,209  ■ 

35  87 

27  51 

000, 165 

414,1)27 

5111 

85 

1868,  .  .  . 

.   1,918 

13,284i 

5  " 

19i 

16,504 

37  38 

27  76 

666,316 

438, 323 

50 

90 

1809,  .  .  . 

.   1,971 

13,558i 

5  " 

20i 

15,670 

38  18 

29  80 

686,769 

477, 776 

501 

93 

18T0,  .  .  . 

.   2,001 

13,832 

5  " 

21 

16,097 

39  63 

30  55 

695,052 

484,912 

501 

93 

1871,  .  .  . 

.   2,023 

14.1CH 

5  ' ' 

2H 

16,842 

40  03 

31  12 

700.040 

495, 6.32 

491 

98 

1872,  .  .  . 

.   2,029 

14,415i 

6  " 

22 

16,784 

40  55 

31  96 

699,802 

464,127 

481 

99 

1873,  .  .  . 

.   2,050 

14,675i 

6  " 

6i 

17,459 

41  68 

32  44 

694,096 

439,393 

471 

95 

1874,  .  .  . 

2,070 

14,978i 

6  '■ 

8J 

17,  (W4 

41  88 

33  33 

710,728 

468,309 

47j 

93 

1875,  .  .  . 

.   2,089 

15,315i 

6.19 

18,104 

40  03 

31  03 

740,094 

472,283 

481 

92 

1876,  .  .  . 

.   2,103 

16,619 

6.19 

18,314 

38  72 

30  42 

749,314 

495,743 

471 

91 

1877,  .  .  . 

.   2,144 

15,8.501 

6.38 

18,7m 

36  34 

28  90 

751,032 

491,038 

471 

88 

1878,  .  .  . 

.   2,186 

16, 087  J 

6.17 

18,9m 

34  54 

27  35 

771,015 

515, 198 

48 

82 

1879,  .  .  . 

.   2,168 

16,379 

6.37 

19, 1.53 

32  59 

26  07 

706,878 

695,918 

47 

89 

1880,  .  .  . 

2, 192 

16,685 

6.25 

19,305 

31  36 

25  14 

770,349 

509,246 

47 

74 

1881,  .  .  . 

.   2.208 

16,760i 

6.28 

19,277 

22  64 

26  04 

762,472 

504,912 

45 

75 

1882,  .  .  . 

.   2,214 

17,070 

6.62 

19,715 

34  36 

27  19 

776,559 

619,423 

45 

78 

1883,  .  .  . 

.   2,2:« 

17,403 

6.60 

19,875 

36  23 

28  30 

782,407 

632,874 

45 

84 

1884,  .  .  . 

.   2,240 

17, 751 

6.40 

20.296 

37  28 

29  22 

795,091 

549,304 

45 

87 

1885,  .  .  . 

.   2,257 

18,029 

6.74 

20,639 

37  66 

29  69 

807, 791 

559,000 

45 

89 

1886,  .  .  . 

.   2,265 

18,400 

6.77 

21,020 

36  87 

29  41 

811,576 

065, 84<; 

44 

90 

:887.   .  . 

.   2,280 

18,721 

6.71 

21,481 

37  10 

29  29 

820,811 

570,293 

44 

92 

1888,  .  .  . 

.   2,297 

19,054 

7.17 

21,108 

37  12 

29  60 

831,367 

573,041 

44 

94 

1889,  .  .  . 

.   2,316 

19,366 

7.45 

21,393 

37  57 

29  76 

840, 744 

683,292 

44 

90 

1H90,  .  . 

.   2,325 

19,768 

7.33 

21,886 

38  46 

29  83 

849,055 

574,817 

44 

90 

1891,  .  . 

.   2,337 

20,190 

7.40 

22,231 

39  34 

.30  40 

856,200 

592,249 

4M 

1  00 

1892,  .  . 

.   2,357 

20,653 

7.41 

22,. 556 

39  83 

.30  89 

861,083 

699, 316 

42 

1  04 

1893,  .  . 

.   2,386 

21,134 

7.74 

23,085 

41  64 

32  53 

876, 131 

610,422 

41 

1  15 

.   2,411 

21,553 

7.71 

23,253 

41  84 

32  56 

915,499 

646,201 

42 

1  06 
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state    appropriation 
1       paid. 

Tax  levied. 

§1. 

III 

So-g 

Oft,; 
o.o| 

ip 

So  3 

Total  receipts  except 
state  appr  o  p  r  i  a- 
tion. 

1 

1^ 
g| 
■=3  . 

ill 

|.H£ 
o 

1 

(S 

It- 

a) 

a 
o 
a 
o 

Eh 

a 
o 

a 
"■3 
fl 
o 

•o 
a 
cj  ^ 

§1 

$156,389  25 

$1,167,119  32 
1,401,300  15 

$256, 735  92 
266,198  76 

1854 

159,654  17 

$1,127,992  61 

$1,041,571  19 
1,145,730  33 

$110,383  96 
240,615  29 

1855 

164,330  00 

1,693,844  15 

5.50 

3.35 

1,. 371, 706  14 

332,125  37 

1856 

164, 723  55 

1,180,143  07 

5.72 

3.30 

1.534,732  32 

444,285  56 

1,137,357  92 

172,573  93 

1857 

188,646  00 

2, 009, 4:37  00 

5.71 

3.46 

1,. 554, 780  64 

454, 343  53 

1,235,992  65 

162,670  98 

1858 

186,841  12 

2,039.684  06 

5.43 

3.17 

1,631,379  00 

531,413  85 

1,407,159  35 

167.721  07 

1859 

193,503  34 

2,015,785  20 

5.43 

3.35 

1,639,383  23 

448, 426  38 

1,442,171  70 

209,956  38 

1860 

209,813  97 

2,108,487  44 

3.25 

5.40 

1, 783, 114  48 

496, 124  67 

1,436,063  00 

233,497  39 

1861 

210,752  40 

1,965,164  91 

4.75 

3.47 

1,756,307  38 

305,796  90 

1,367,181  33 

333,337  31 

1862 

311,784  60 

1,980,473  26 

4.90 

3.03 

1,797.347  36 

394,767  35 

1,698,040  01 

250,566  53 

1863 

216,087  03 

2,143,348  20 

5.09 

3.27 

3,016,310  17 

488,517  69 

1,098,664  01 

.309,227  30 

1864 

210, 134  08 

2,438,640  37 

5.89 

3.63 

3,318.069  18 

374,4,59  97 

1,990,777  83 

410,346  36 

1865 

233,463  67 

3,013,057  33 

6.56 

4.53 

2,801,759  31 

596,669  69 

2,211,521  70 

458,317  61 

1866 

239,813  19 

3,616,285  23 

7.25 

5.04 

3,489,237  31 

985,152  55 

2,482,512  63 

601,087  21 

1867 

218,521  87 

4,016,919  12 

7.53 

5.51 

4,314.028  53 

1,357,726  99 

2,019,109  93 

643,317  88 

1868 

307,718  00 

4,438,946  66 

7  63 

6.30 

5,008,316  73 

1.104,860  21 

2.819,444  00 

727,624  05 

1869 

321,300  00 

4,731,049  86 

7.76 

5.39 

5,684,997  21 

2,560,1.37  42 

3,010,690  33 

807.713  82 

1870 

318,451  34 

5,016,801  73 

7.71 

6.58 

6,023,451  65 

3,006,194  41 

3,183,418  86 

799,275  48 

1871 

429,152  65 

5,229,034  09 

7.27 

5.06 

5,438,(w6  89 

2,. 535, 637  39 

3,221,121  78 

863, 7;«  96 

1872 

375,322  71 

5,543,985  23 

7.50 

4.3J 

6,671,949  93 

1.477,831  00 

2,424,970  91 

1,756,111  73 

1873 

521,345  13 

5,787,833  95 

7.55 

5.02 

6.808,917  69 

1,600,131  62 

3,596,004  47 

1.652.651  94 

1874 

533,625  13 

5,983,004  90 

6.33 

5.14 

7,247,263  03 

1,722,103  54 

3, 755, 399  63 

1,961,341  60 

1875 

728,207  19 

6,003,443  31 

6.27 

3.89 

6,918,811  03 

1,245,387  23 

3,826,987  12 

2,006,8.33  88 

1876 

723,784  82 

5,627,943  56 

5.95 

3.75 

6,623,273  04 

961,915  03 

3,742,728  80 

1,948,470  56 

1877 

723,082  57 

5,289.646  25 

5.42 

2.30 

6,229.714  .59 

877.382  06 

3,651,883  00 

1,817,934  11 

1878 

497,030  76 

4,923,874  62 

5.08 

3.12 

6,282,110  78 

878,808  93 

3,544,552  72 

1,672,927  20 

1879 

747,297  13 

4,8X8.594  36 

5.04 

3.99 

5,859,009  06 

809,896  51 

3,606,911  82 

1,584,365  92 

1880 

865,819  70 

5.031,779  70 

5.08 

3.31 

6,499,120  91 

1,067,471  34 

3,673,225  83 

1,703,224  99 

1881 

684,127  86 

5.4.32.902  28 

5.39 

3.26 

6,686,256  93 

1,139,3.55  44 

3,830,079  .52 

1,687,912  96 

1882 

696,478  18 

5,676,545  .57 

5.69 

3.61 

7,365,217  19 

1,431,670  68 

4, 095, 658  50 

1,850,849  50 

1883 

700,340  81 

6.313,832  62 

6.06 

3.61 

7,623,678  37 

1,405,536  81 

4,282,191  13 

1.96.5,796  63 

1884 

803,103  18 

6,519,927  78 

6.14 

3.50 

8,095,943  18 

1,566,323  91 

4,447.618  69 

3,086,595  98 

1885 

803,344  24 

6,672,185  29 

6.16 

3.. 55 

8. 105, 866  59 

1,537,565  15 

4,582,374  .35 

3,117,667  38 

1886 

802,411  12 

6,946,949  23 

5.94 

3.;i4 

8,485,087  22 

1,461,673  43 

4,673,324  30 

2.171,481  66 

1887 

803,190  71 

7,1M,701  52 

7.64 

3.34 

8,836,053  35 

1,612,961  33 

5, 044, £85  15 

3,397,364  .51 

1888 

1  207,009  53 

7, 869,  .505  56 

0.19 

3.13 

9,008,853  33 

1,799,131  10 

5,340,836  23 

3,. 504, 880  71 

1889 

1,206,204  94 

7,923,622  43 

5.88 

3.24 

9,851,095  76 

2,131,322  71 

5,438,587  21 

2,656,958  93 

1890 

1,564,603  81 

8,081.137  92 

5.96 

3.22 

8,450,909  25 

2,892,667  68 

5,693,332  84 

2,829,690  06 

1891 

1,560,367  38 

8,187,893  57 

5.86 

3.17 

10,829,029  55 

2,378,780  77 

6,028,019  91 

2,378,780  77 

1893 

3,901,116  80 

7,776,101  62 

4.54 

2.74 

10,289,198  07 

2,979,271  21 

6,672,850  72 

3,5.35,968  49 

1893 

4,039,766  22 

8.677.582  67 

4.40 

3.20 

11,131,332  Oi 

2,834,091  23 

6,995,022  56 

3,637,038  74 

1894 
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Statement    Showing  the    Total    Number  of    Permanent   Certificates 

Grayited. 


1  Adams 38 

2.  Allegheny 1,144 

Z.  Armstrong 94 

4.  Beaver 89 

5.  Bedford 

6.  Berks,    

7.  Blair 

8.  Bradford 

9.  Bucks 

10.  Butler 

li.  Cambria 

12.  Cameron,     

13.  Carbon,    

14.  Centre 

15.  Chester,    

16.  Clarion,    

17.  Clearfield 

18.  Clinton 

19.  Columbia,    

20.  Crawford 

21.  Cumberland 

22.  Dauphin,     

23.  Delaware 

24.  Elk 

25.  Erie 

26.  Fayette 

27.  Forest,     

28.  Franklin 

29.  Fulton,     

30.  Greene 

31.  Huntingdon 

32.  Indiana 

33.  Jefferson 

34.  Juniata 

35.  Lackawanna,     


51 

253 
68 
71 
S3 

103 
55 
12 
48 

110 

222 
38 

108 
24 
26 
85 

58 

138 

136 
19 
37 

101 
16 

171 
14 

124 
40 

131 
32 
25 

168 


36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 

61. 

62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 


Lancaster 

Lawrence 

Lebanon,     

Lehigh,     

Luzerne,    

Lycoming,     ...... 

McKean 

Mercer 

Mifflin,     

Monroe 

Montgomery, 

Montour 

Northampton,    .. 
Northumberland 

Perry 

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder 

Somerset 

Sullivan, 

Susquehanna, 

Tioga 

Union 

Venango 

Warren 

Washington,     . . . 

Waj-ne 

Westmoreland, 

Wyoming 

York,    


272 

46 
156 
114 
264 
192 

34 

r9 

57 

5 

73 

37 

252 

104 

49 

6 

18 

262 

26 

27 

10 

33 

17 

42 

139 

112 

252 

47 

247 

23 

132 


Total 6,999 
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PENNSYLVANIA  SCHOOL  OFFICERS. 


Superintendent  of  Picblic  Instructio7i , 
Nathan  C.  Schaeffer. 


Deputy  Superintendents, 
Henry  Houck  and  John  Q.  Stewart. 


Other  Officers  of  the  Department^ 

A.  D.  Glenn,  Financial  Clerk.         G.  W.  Haggerty,  Statistical  Clerk. 
Jacob  Heyser,  Recording  Clerk.    C.  G.  Cannon,  Messenger. 


State  Normal  Slhools. 


District. 

Principal. 

Postoffice. 

First 

Georfre    M.    Phillips 

West  Chester. 

E.   O.   Lyte 

Third 

Kutztown. 

E.    Stroudsburg. 

Majisfield. 

Bloomsburg. 

Shippensburg. 
Lock    Haven. 
Indiana. 
Caiiromla. 
Slippery  Rock. 
Edinboro'. 

Clarion. 

Fourth     

George  P.   Bible,    . .           

Fifth     

S.    H.    Albro     

Sixth 

Judson   P.   Welsh,    

George  M.    D.    Eckels 

aiigiiiii,  

Ninth 

D.    J,    Waller.    Jr 

Tenth 

Albert    E.    Maltby     ... 

Twelfth 

Thirteenth 

A.    J.    Davis     

53d 
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Adams 

Allegheny,  . . 
Armstrong,    . . 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks,     

Blair 

Bradford,     

Bucks 

Butler,    

Cambria,    

Cameron 

Carbon 

Centre,     

Chester 

Clarion 

Clearfield,     . . . 

Clinton , 

Columbia,  ... 
Crawford,  . . . 
Cumberland, 

Dauphin 

Delaware,     . . . 

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette,     

Forest 

Franklin,    

Fulton,    

Greene,     

Huntingdon, 

Indiana 

Jefferson,    

Juniata 

Liackaw£inna, 
Lancaster,  . . 
Lawrence, 

Lebanon 

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming,    . . 

McKe&n 

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe,    

Montgomery. 

Montour 

Northampton, 


J.    W.    Thoman 

Samuel   Hamilton 

W.  M.   Jackson 

J.    G.   Hillman 

C.   J.    Potts 

W.    M.    Zechman,    

Henry    S.    Wertz 

G.   "W.   Ryan 

W.  H.  Blotter 

X.    C.    McCoUough,    ... 

J.   W.   Leech,    

Ella  Herrick,    

A.  S.   Beisel 

C.  L.    Gramley,    

Joseph  S.   Walton,    

Wm.    A.    Beer 

B.  C.  Youngman 

Wm.  A.   Snyder 

Wm.    C.    Johnston.    . . . 
George  I.    Wright, 

A.   J.  Beitzel 

R.  M.  McXeal 

.\.  G.  C.   Smith 

Wm.  H.   Deveraxix,    

Thomas  C.   Miller 

E.    F.    Porter,    

George  W.  Kerr 

Wm.   F.   Zumbro,    

Clem  Chestnut 

Ezra  D.   Stewart 

S.   G.    Rudy 

A.    M.    Hammers,    

J.    H.    Hughes 

D.  M.    Marshall 

J.   C.   Taylor 

M.    J.    Brecht 

J.  M.  Watson 

John  W.   Snoke,    

Alvin   Rupp 

Torrence  B.   Harrison, 

J.   G.   Becht,    

William  P.   Eckels.    . . . 
L.    R.    Eckels. 

G.    T.    Cooper 

T.    H.    Serf  ass 

R.    F.    HofEecker 

W.  D.  Steinbach 

W.    F.    Hoch 


Salary. 


Abbottetown $1,200  00 

Braddock,     4,000  00 

Kittanning 1,500  00 

Freedom,   1,800  00 

Bedford 1,500  00 

Reading,       2.500  00 

Duncansville 1,500  00 

Towanda,      2,000  00 

Doylestown 1.500  00 

Butler 1,200  00 

Ebensburg 1,700  00 

Emporium 1,000  00 

Lehighton 1,500  00 

Rebersburg 1, 500  00 

Ercildoun,      2,000  00 

Callensburg 1.200  00 

Clearfield 2.200  00 

Salona,     1,200  00 

Jerseytown 1,250  00 

Meadville 1,88100 

Boiling  Springs,    1,500  00 

Steelton 1,500  00 

Media 1,800  00 

Rasselas,     1,500  00 

West  Mill  Creek 1.500  00 

Brownsville 1,642  50 

Tionesta 1,500  00 

Chambersburg 1.291  50 

Hustontown,    1.000  00 

Waj-nesburg 1.000  00 

Huntingdon 1, 350  00 

Indiana 1,600  00 

BrookvlUe 1.237  50 

Walnut 1.000  00 

Scranton 2.000  00 

Lancaster 2.500  00 

Fay 1,000  00 

Annville 1.500  00 

Allentown 1.500  00 

Wilkes-Barre 2.500  00 

Muncy 2.000  00 

Smethport 1,500  00 

Mercer 1,500  00 

Belleville *1,000  00 

Gilberts l.OW  00 

Norristown 2.400  00 

Dan\nlle 1.000  00 

Freemansburg 1.400  00 
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County. 

Name. 

Postoffice. 

Salary. 

1,650  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
1  nnn  !\(\ 

New   Bloomfleld,    

Millrift 

Pike                              

Potter                  

Schuylkill                      

G.   W.   Weiss     

Schuylkill   Haven       .            2  (,^a  nn 

1,000  'J-0 
1,255  50 
1,000  00 
1,500  00 
2,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,500  00 
1,849  50 
1,400  00 
2,000  00 
1,500  00 
2,000  00 

Berlin 

Francis    W.    Meylert 

U.   B.  Gillet 

Tioga,    

H    E     Raesly     

Union 

Venango 

Warren 

Washington 

Byron  E.   Tombaugh 

James  H.   Kennedy 

W.   W.   Ulerich 

Washington 

Pleasant  Mount 

Wayne 

Westmoreland 

Wyoming 

Tunlihannock 

York         .     . 

Fork 
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City  and  Borough. 


Allegheny 

AUentown 

Altoona,   

Ashland 

Beaver  Falls,    

Bethlehem,    

Braddock 

Bradford,     

Bristol,     

Butler,     

Carbondale 

Chambersburg,    

Chester,    

Columbia 

Corry,    , 

DuBols 

Dunmore,    

Easton,     

Erie 

Fi-anklin,     

Harrisburg 

Hazleton 

Hazle      township       (Luzerne 

county) 

Homestead 

Huntingdon 

Johnstown 

Lancaster 

Lebanon, 

Lock  Haven 

Ijower  Merlon  township(Mont- 

gomery  county) 

McKeesport 

Mahanoy  City,    

Mahanoy  township  (Schuylkill 

county),     

Meadville 

Milton 

Mount    Carmel 

Nantlcoke,    

New  Brighton,    

New  Castle 

Newport     township     (Luzerne 

county) 

Norristown 

OH   City 

Philadelphia 

Phoenixvllle,    


John  Morrow 

Francis  D.  Raub . 

D.    S.    Keltn 

William  C.   Estler 

J.   M.   Reed 

Thomas  Farqunar 

John  S.   Keefer 

H.   R.  Roth 

Matilda  S.  Booz 

Ebenezer   Mackey 

John   J.    roroes 

W.   H.  Hockenberry 

Charles  F.   Foster 

S.   H.   Hoffman 

A.  D.   ColegTove 

C.  P.  Garrison 

John  E.   Williams 

William  W.   Cottlngham 

H.   C.  Hissiraer 

N.   P.    Kinsley 

Lemuel  O.  Foose 

David  A.   Harman 

John  J.   Mulhali 

John  C.    Kendall 

William  M.   Benson 

T.    B.    Johnston 

R.  K.  Buehrle 

Cyrus   Boger 

John  A.  Roob .  . 

J.  I.   Robb 

H.    F.    Brooks 

Frank  S.  Miller 

Frank   J.    Noonan 

Henry  V.    Hotchklss.    ... 
Lewis  A.  Beardsley,   ..., 

Samuel    H.    Dean 

Clarence  B.   Miller 

J.   B.  Rlohey 

William  J.   Shearer 

James  A.   Dewey 

ioseph   K.    Gotwals 

C.  A.   BabcocK 

Edward   Brooks 

Harry   F.    Leister 


Salary. 


Allegheny, 

AUentown 

Altoona,    

Ashland 

Beaver  Falls, 
Bethlehem, 

Braddock,      

Bradford 

Bristol 

Butler,     

Carbondale,  . . . 
Ch  ambersburg, 

Chester 

Columbia 

Corry 

DuBois 

Dunmore 

Easton,     

Erie 

Franklin 

Harrisburg,  . . . 
Hazleton 

Hazleton,     

Homestead,   

Huntingdon,    . . . 

Johnstown 

Lancaster 

Lebanon,    

Lock  Haven,    . . 

Brj'n  Mawr,  . . . 
McKeesport,  . . . 
Mahanoy    City, 

Saint  Nicholas, 

Meadville 

Milton,   

Mount  Carmel, 

Nanticoke 

New  Brighton, 
New    Castle,    . . 

Wanamie 

Norristown,     . . . 

Oil  City 

Philadelphia,  . 
Phoenixville,    . . 


$2,500  00 
1,500  00 
1,500  00 
1,200  00 
1,600  00 
1,350  00 
1,600  00 
2,000  00 

800  00 
1,500  GO 
1,200  00 
1,000  00 
1,800  00 
1,400  00 
1,500  00 
1.000  00 

200  00 
2,000  00 
2,700  CO 
1,500  00 
2,000  00 
1,800  00 

1.350  00 
1,600  00 
1,200  00 
2,000  00 
2,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,100  00 

1,200  00 
l.SOO  00 
1,650  00 

1,200  00 

1,800  00 

1,500  00 

1,200  00 

1,500  00 

1,350  00 

1.500  00 

l.JOO  00 
1,750  00 
2,000  00 
5,000  00 
1,200  00 
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City  and  Borough. 

Name. 

Postofflce. 

Salary. 

3,500  00 
1,500  00 
1  700  00 

William  W.   Rupert,    

Pottsville,     

B.    F.   Patterson,    

Pottsville 

2,000  00 
2,500  00 
1,800  00 
1  500  00 

William  F.   Harpel,    

J.    W.    Canon 

Martin  P.  Whitaker 

1,800  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,350  00 
1,260  00 
1,200  00 
1,800  00 
1,500  00 
2,500  00 
1,800  00 
1,800  00 

Owen   R.    Wilt 

■South  Bethlehem,  ... 
Easton 

Samuel    E.    Shull 

Steelton 

L.    E.   McGinnes,    . .          

Sunbury 

Tamaqua, 

R.    F.    Ditchbum 

Titusvllle 

West  Chester,   

West  Chester 

Wilkes-Barre 

Williamsport 

York 

Wilkes-Barre 

Williamsport,    

York 

• 
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Adams,    1  234 

Allegheny,    3  238 

Armstrong 5  248 

Beaver,    6  252 

Bedford,    8  258 

Berks, 9  262 

Blair 13  268 

Bradford,    15  272 

Bucks,    15  278 
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Written      Statistical. 

Butler,     17   282 

Cambria,     18   288 

Cameron 21  294 

Carbon,    21  296 

Centre,     23  300 

Chester,     26  304 

Clarion, 28  312 

Clearfield,     30  316 

Clinton,    32 322 

Columbia,     33   326 

Crawford,    34  330 

Cumberland 36  336 

Dauphin 39   340 

Delaware,    44  344 

Elk,     46   348 

Erie 47  350 

Fayette,     49 354 

Forest 52  358 

Franklin,    53   360 

Fulton 55  364 

Greene,    56  366 

Huntingdon,    57  370 

Indiana 59   374 

Jefferson 61  378 

Juniata 63  382 

Lackawanna 65  384 

Lancaster 68  388 
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Perry 94  452 
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Schuylkill,    98  462 

Snyder 104  470 

Somerset 106  474 

Sullivan,    108  478 

Susquehanna,    110  480 

Tioga,     Ill  484 

Union 113  488 

Venango,     114  490 

Warren 115  494 
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Washington 117   498 

Wayne,    118  504 

Westmoreland,    120  508 

Wyoming,     123   514 
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